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I-Search Essay

Criteria

The Story

10010 >80pts
Excellent

The first section
of the essay
clearly and
precisely explains
the reason for
choosing the.
topic and the
motivation for the
research
questions. They
also specifically
explain what the
writer knows,
assumes,
imagines, and/or
has experienced
about the topic.

Ratings
80t0>60pts | 60t0>40pts
Good Proficient
The first section | The first section
of the essay of the essay
mostly explains | somewhat
thereasonfor | explains the
choosing the reason for
topic and the choosing the
motivation for | topic and the
the research motivation for
questions. They | the research
alsogenerally | questions;
explain what the | however, it
witer knows, | offers lttle
assumes, insight about
imagines, and/or | what the writer
has experienced | knows, assumes,
about the topic. | imagines, and/or
has experienced
‘about the topic.

40to>0pts

Novice
The first
section of the
essay fails to
explain the
reason for
choosing the
topic and the
motivation for
the research
questions, and
it offersittle
tonoinsight
‘about what
the writer
knows,
assumes,
imagines,
and/or has
experienced
about the
topic.

100 pts
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The

15010 >120pts
Excellent

The writer
narrates his/her
research process
in the first-person
voice with
abundant,
compelling details,
describing
approaches such
as search terms,
online locations,
and successes and
failures. The writer
also selects
credible academic
sources and can
justify their value
with the use of
his/her rhetorical
analysis skills.

12010 >9.0pts
Good

The writer
narrates his/her
research process
the first-
person voice
with ample

detai
describing some
approaches such
as search terms,
online locations,
and successes
and failures. The
writer also
selects
reasonable
sources and can
justify their value
with the use of
his/her rhetorical
analysis skills.

9.0t0>6.0pts
Proficient

The writer
narrates his/her
research
process in the
first-person
voice with
some pertinent
details,
describing a
few approaches
such as search
terms, online
locations, and
successes and
failures. The
witer selects
adequate
sources and can
somewhat
justify their
value with the
use of his/her
rhetorical
analysis skills.

60t0>0pts

Novice

The writer
may have
failed to
narrate
his/her

process in the
first-person
voice, lacking
details about
‘approaches
suchas

search terms,

locations, and
successes and
failures. The
writer also
fails to select
quality
sources
and/or fails to
justify their
value with the
use of his/her
rhetorical
analysis skills

150 pts
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The
Reflection

10010 >80pts
Excellent

The writer clearly
summarizes what
he/she leams
about both the
topic and the
research process,
offering an
insightful
reflection about
the answers to
the research
questions, as well
asthe
effectiveness of
the research
methods. The
writer also
explains the
significance of
the research
findings and
identifies
topics/issues for
future research.

80t0>6.0pts
Good

The writer
generally
summarizes
what he/she
learns about
both the topic
and the research
process, offering
some reflection
about the
answers to the
research
questions, as
well as the
effectiveness of
the research
methods. The
writer explains
the significance
of the research
findings and/or
identifies.
topics/issues for
future research.

60to>40pts
Proficient

The writer
vaguely
summarizes
‘what he/she
learns about
both the topic
and the research
process, offering
shallow
reflections
about the
answers to the
research
questions, as
wellas the
effectiveness of
the research
methods. The
witer does little
to explain the
significance of
the research
findings and/or
identifies
topics/issues for
future research.

40t0>0pts

Novice
The witer fails
to summarize
‘what he/she
learns about
both the topic
and the
research
process,
offering little:
tono
refiections
about the
answers to the.
research
questions or
the
effectiveness
of the
research
methods. The
witer neglects
to explain the
significance of
the research
findings
and/or
identifies
topics/issues
for future
research.

100 pts
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Formatting

Mechar

10.0to >8.0pts
Excellent

Format is correct,
meets all
assignment
directions, and
works expertly to
support the.
essay's purpose.
Al citations are
correct and
perfectly
formatted
according to MLA
guidelines.

50t0>40pts
Excellent
Styleis
confident,
readable and
rhetorically
effective in tone,
incorporating
varied sentence

correct grammar,
spelling and
punctuation.

80t0>60pts
Good

Formatis
correct, meets
all assignment
directions, and
‘works generally
to support the
essay’s purpose.
ions

are correct and
perfectly
formatted
according to
MLA guidelines.

40t0>30pts
Good

Style s readable
and rhetorically
effective in tone,
incorporating
varied sentence
structure,
effective word
choice, and
correct
grammar,
spelling and
punctuation.

60t0>40pts
Proficient
Format is mostly
correct, meets
critical aspects
of assignment.
rections, and
‘works mostly to
support the
essay's purpose.
‘Some citations
are correct and
formatted in
MLA guidelines.

30t0>20pts
Proficient
Styleis readable,
but
unremarkable in
tone, sometimes
including a lack
of sentence
variety effective
word choice, or
some distracting,
but not serious,
errorsin
grammar,
spelling and
punctuation.

40t0>0pts

Novice

Format s
faulty, does

not meet

sufficient

aspects of the

assignment

direction, and

does not 10.0 pts
support the

essay's

purpose. Few
tonocitations

incorrectly
formatted.

including a lack
of sentence
variety, 50pts
ineffective or
inappropriate
word choice,
and serious
errorsin
grammar,
spelling and
punctuation.

Total Points: 50.0




