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Efforts to raise awareness of the exploitation of child
labor in the cocoa industry faced great challenges, and even
today, a majority of consumers seem unaware of the circum-
stances behind the production of their favorite chocolate
treats. Yet the atrocious nature of the child labor situation
in the cocoa industry compelled the media, public interest
groups, and others to continue their efforts. Hard-hitting news
stories began to appear on television and radio and in maga-
zines and newspapers across North America and Europe.

Fearing the implications of boycotts, trade sanctions, or
certification and labeling requirements in key markets such
as the United States and Europe, representatives from the
chocolate industry attempted to develop a strateqgy for deal-
ing with the problem. The Chocolate Manufacturers Assacia-
tion hired former senators George Mitchell and Bob Dole to
lobby against legislation establishing certification and label-
ing requirements. Once that defeat was secured, the industry
agreed to self-regulate and attempted to change the child
labor practices. A protocol for the industry was developed
that established a timetable for eliminating child labor and
forced labor in the production of cocoa. A self-imposed dead-
line was set for establishing a viable monitaring and certifica-
tion system: July 1, 2005.

Some important cocoa-producing nations have worked
with the International Labor Organization and the Interna-
tional Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC)
to establish national programs to eliminate child labor in their
countries. However, as of 2010, there was evidence suggest-
ing that child labor continued to be a widespread prablem in
Cote d'lvaire and Ghana. Industry representatives have com-
plained that progress toward eliminating child labor in cocoa
production has been hindered by traditional culture in the
agriculturally based producing nations, compounded by civil
war and other complications.

Inthe absence of prompt and effective action by the choc-
olate and cocoa industry, a number of companies have begun
producing fair-trade-certified chocolate. Through observing a
strict set of guidelines associated with fair-trade certification,
these companies guarantee that a consumer of one of their
chocolate products is “not an unwitting participantin this very
inhumane situation.” Fairtrade Labeling Organizations Interna-
tional, a cansortium of fair-trade arganizations from Canada,
the United States, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, and 15
European nations, establishes certification standards.
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Fair-trade practices essentially inv
subsidies to farmers in developing counti
farmers who are certified as engaging in f;
will receive a price for their produce that
their costs of production. By providing ¢
trade practices protect Third World farmer
fluctuations in commodity prices that rest
practices. At the same time, fair-trade cer
that farmers engage in appropriate socia
ronmental practices, such as paying livab
using child or slave labor. In addition to th
fair-trade certification programs have bee|
a range of other products, such as coffe
spices, tea, and crafts.

Although still a nascent movement, s
certified products are growing and are pro|
billion in 2012. Will there be a similar res
Already, more than 50 companies make fai
products in the United States, including Cl
Newman's Own Organics, Scharffen Be
Earth Chocolates.

Questions

1. Should labor practices in another countr
consideration in international trade? Wh

2. With regard to trade in products such as
options are available to governments, bu
consumers for dealing with practices su
or slave labor in other countries? What
tions associated with each of these optic

3. How would international trade theorists"
trade movement?
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