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Intro to Law Case Briefs Assignment

Students must write and submit a case brief to the school for each case listed below. Any cases not
covered in the casebook may be located in books at a local law library or online at LexisNexis. If a
student can't find a required case, a different case on the same topic from the casebook may be used
for preparation of a written case brief.

Note that students are required to read the cases in their casebook, then write their own briefs.
Submitting an already-written brief from Wikepedia, Casenote Legal Briefs books, online sites, such
as casenotes.com, quimbee, lawnix, etc., or even from LexisNexis, is not allowed. Presenting such
briefs as if they are one's own is plagiarism, and will result in a grade of “Fail.” Again, students must
read the actual cases, then write their own briefs.

The case briefs are graded as “Pass” or “Fail" only. The most common reason students fail the case
briefs assignment is plagiarism. Therefore, students should take care to use quotation marks when
quoting from the original case decision, and they should use their own words for all other parts of the
briefs.

Students who need help in learning to write a case brief should read the article, Why and How to Write
a Case Brief.

Students must submit all case briefs together, so students must complete the assignment for each
course in which they are enrolled for the term, then submit them all at once. We recommend
completing the case briefs for all courses and submitting them during the 5th to 7th month of study.
The cases for this course can be found on LexisNexis.

All the case briefs for the course must be in one document, with each separate case brief starting on a
new page of the document. That is, students submit one document for Intro to Law Case Briefs; they
do not submit eight separate documents with one case brief on each.

Note that in order to be eligible to request final exams, students must have submitted case briefs, and
must receive a grade of "Pass.”

Submission instructions and format requirements are in Chapter 5 of this syllabus. When students
complete and pass the torts case briefs assignment, they receive credit for eight hours of verified
academic engagement.
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List of Required Cases for the Intro to Law Case Briefs Assignment:

. Nelson v. Lewis, 344 N.E.2d 268, 36 IIl.App.3d 130 (1974). (Strict Liability)

. Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137, 2 L.Ed. 60 (1803). (Judicial Review)

. McCulloch v. Maryland, 17 U.S. 316 (1819). (Scope of Legislative Power)

. Curtis v. Loether, 415 U.S. 189, 94 S. Ct. 1005 (1974). (Right to Jury Trial)

. Smith v. United States, 508 U.S. 223 (1993). (Plain Meaning Rule)

. In re Marriage of Buzzanca, 61 Cal.Appp.4th 1410, 72 Cal.Rptr.2d 280 (1998). (Legal Realism)
. Johnson v. M'Intosh, 21 U.S. (8 Wheat.) 543 (1823). (Property Ownership)

. Riggs v. Palmer, 115 N.Y. 506, 22 N.E. 188 (1889). (Legal Positivism)
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