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Code change proposals to sections of the code that are preceded by a bracketed letter designa-
tion, such as [A], will be considered by a committee other than the building code committee listed
for the chapter or appendix on the preceding page. For example, proposed code changes to Section
[F] 307.1.1 will be considered by the International Fire Code Development Committee during the
Committee Action Hearing in the 2018 (Group A) code development cycle.

Another example is Section [BF] 1505.2. While code change proposals to Chapter 15 are primar-
ily the responsibility of the IBC—Structural Code Development Committee, which considers code
change proposals during the 2019 (Group B) code development cycle, Section 1505.2 is the respon-
sibility of the IBC—Fire Safety Code Development Committee, which considers code change propos-
als during the 2018 (Group A) code development cycle.

The bracketed letter designations for committees responsible for portions of this code are as fol-
lows:

[A] = Administrative Code Development Committee;

[BE] = IBC—Egress Code Development Committee;

[BF] = IBC—Fire Safety Code Development Committee;

[BG] = IBC—General Code Development Committee;

[BS] = IBC—Structural Code Development Committee;

[E] = International Commercial Energy Conservation Code Development Committee or 
International Residential Energy Conservation Code Development Committee;

[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee;

[F] = International Fire Code Development Committee;

[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee;

[M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee; and

[P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee.

For the development of the 2021 edition of the I-Codes, there will be two groups of code devel-
opment committees and they will meet in separate years.



Code change proposals submitted for code sections that have a letter designation in front of
them will be heard by the respective committee responsible for such code sections. Because differ-
ent committees hold Committee Action Hearings in different years, proposals for the IBC will be
heard by committees in both the 2018 (Group A) and the 2019 (Group B) code development cycles.

For instance, every section of Chapter 16 is the responsibility of the IBC—Structural Code Devel-
opment Committee. As noted in the preceding table, that committee will hold its Committee Action
Hearings in 2019 to consider code change proposals for the chapters for which it is responsible.
Therefore any proposals received for Chapter 16 of this code will be assigned to the IBC—Structural
Code Development Committee and will be considered in 2019, during the Group B code change
cycle.

As another example, every section of Chapter 1 of this code is designated as the responsibility of
the Administrative Code Development Committee, which is part of the Group B portion of the hear-
ings. This committee will hold its Committee Action Hearings in 2019 to consider code change pro-
posals for Chapter 1 of all I-Codes except the International Energy Conservation Code, International
Residential Code and International Green Construction Code. Therefore, any proposals received for
Chapter 1 of this code will be assigned to the Administrative Code Development Committee for con-
sideration in 2019.

It is very important that anyone submitting code change proposals understands which code
development committee is responsible for the section of the code that is the subject of the code
change proposal. For further information on the Code Development Committee responsibilities,
please visit the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org/scoping.

Group A Codes
(Heard in 2018, Code Change Proposals

Deadline: January 8, 2018)

Group B Codes
(Heard in 2019, Code Change Proposals

Deadline: January 7, 2019)
International Building Code

– Egress (Chapters 10, 11, Appendix E)
– Fire Safety (Chapters 7, 8, 9, 14, 26)
– General (Chapters 2–6, 12, 27–33,

Appendices A, B, C, D, K, N)

Administrative Provisions (Chapter 1 of all
codes except IECC, IRC and IgCC, administra-
tive updates to currently referenced stan-
dards, and designated definitions)

International Fire Code International Building Code
– Structural (Chapters 15–25, Appendices F,

G, H, I, J, L, M)
International Fuel Gas Code International Existing Building Code
International Mechanical Code International Energy Conservation Code—

Commercial
International Plumbing Code International Energy Conservation Code—

Residential
– IECC—Residential
– IRC—Energy (Chapter 11)

International Property Maintenance Code International Green Construction Code
(Chapter 1)

International Private Sewage Disposal Code International Residential Code
– IRC—Building (Chapters 1–10,

Appendices E, F, H, J, K, L, M, O, Q, R, S, T)
International Residential Code

– IRC—Mechanical (Chapters 12–23)
– IRC—Plumbing (Chapters 25–33, 

Appendices G, I, N, P)
International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
International Zoning Code
Note: Proposed changes to the ICC Performance Code will be heard by the code development committee noted in brack-
ets [ ] in the text of the ICC Performance Code.



Marginal Markings
Solid vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from the
requirements of the 2015 edition. Deletion indicators in the form of an arrow ( ) are provided in
the margin where an entire section, paragraph, exception or table has been deleted or an item in a
list of items or a table has been deleted.

A single asterisk [*] placed in the margin indicates that text or a table has been relocated within
the code. A double asterisk [**] placed in the margin indicates that the text or table immediately
following it has been relocated there from elsewhere in the code. The following table indicates such
relocations in the 2018 edition of the International Building Code.

Coordination of the International Codes
The coordination of technical provisions is one of the strengths of the ICC family of model codes.
The codes can be used as a complete set of complementary documents, which will provide users
with full integration and coordination of technical provisions. Individual codes can also be used in
subsets or as stand-alone documents. To make sure that each individual code is as complete as pos-
sible, some technical provisions that are relevant to more than one subject area are duplicated in
some of the model codes. This allows users maximum flexibility in their application of the I-Codes.

Italicized Terms
Selected words and terms defined in Chapter 2, Definitions, are italicized where they appear in code
text and the Chapter 2 definition applies. Where such words and terms are not italicized, common-
use definitions apply. The words and terms selected have code-specific definitions that the user
should read carefully to facilitate better understanding of the code. Note: In Sections 1903 through
1905, italics indicate provisions that differ from ACI 318.

2018 LOCATION 2015 LOCATION
705.2.3.1 1406.3
705.2.4 1406.4
708.4.2 718.3.2
708.4.2 718.3.3
708.4.2 718.4.2
708.4.2 718.4.3

2304.11.1.1 602.4.3
2304.11.1.2 602.4.4
2304.11.1.3 602.4.5
2304.11.3 602.4.6

2304.11.3.2 602.4.6.1
2304.11.3.1 602.4.6.2
2304.11.4.1 602.4.7
2304.11.2 602.4.8

2304.11.2.2 602.4.8.1
2304.11.2.1 602.4.8.2

T2304.11.4.1 602.4

�



Adoption
The International Code Council maintains a copyright in all of its codes and standards. Maintaining
copyright allows the ICC to fund its mission through sales of books, in both print and electronic for-
mats. The ICC welcomes adoption of its codes by jurisdictions that recognize and acknowledge the
ICC’s copyright in the code, and further acknowledge the substantial shared value of the public/pri-
vate partnership for code development between jurisdictions and the ICC.

The ICC also recognizes the need for jurisdictions to make laws available to the public. All
I-Codes and I-Standards, along with the laws of many jurisdictions, are available for free in a
nondownloadable form on the ICC’s website. Jurisdictions should contact the ICC at adop-
tions@iccsafe.org to learn how to adopt and distribute laws based on the International Build-
ing Code in a manner that provides necessary access, while maintaining the ICC’s copyright.

To facilitate adoption, several sections of this code contain blanks for fill-in information
that needs to be supplied by the adopting jurisdiction as part of the adoption legislation. For
this code, please see:

Section 101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]

Section 1612.3. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]

Section 1612.3. Insert: [DATE OF ISSUANCE]



EFFECTIVE USE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE

The International Building Code (IBC) is a model code that provides minimum requirements to
safeguard the public health, safety and general welfare of the occupants of new and existing build-
ings and structures. The IBC is fully compatible with the ICC family of codes, including: International
Energy Conservation Code (IECC), International Existing Building Code (IEBC), International Fire
Code (IFC), International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC), International Green Construction Code(IgCC),
International Mechanical Code (IMC), International Plumbing Code (IPC), International Private
Sewage Disposal Code (IPSDC), International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC), International
Residential Code (IRC), International Swimming Pool and Spa Code (ISPSC), International Wild-
land-Urban Interface Code (IWUIC), International Zoning Code (IZC) and International Code
Council Performance Code (ICCPC).

The IBC addresses structural strength, means of egress, sanitation, adequate lighting and ventila-
tion, accessibility, energy conservation and life safety in regard to new and existing buildings, facili-
ties and systems. The codes are promulgated on a 3-year cycle to allow for new construction
methods and technologies to be incorporated into the codes. Alternative materials, designs and
methods not specifically addressed in the code can be approved by the building official where the
proposed materials, designs or methods comply with the intent of the provisions of the code (see
Section 104.11).

The IBC applies to all occupancies, including one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses that
are not within the scope of the IRC. The IRC is referenced for coverage of detached one- and two-
family dwellings and townhouses as defined in the exception to Section 101.2 and the definition for
“Townhouse” in Chapter 2. The IRC can also be used for the construction of live/work units (as
defined in Section 419) and small bed and breakfast-style hotels where there are five or fewer guest
rooms and the hotel is owner occupied. The IBC applies to all types of buildings and structures
unless exempted. Work exempted from permits is listed in Section 105.2.

Arrangement and Format of the 2018 IBC
Before applying the requirements of the IBC, it is beneficial to understand its arrangement and for-
mat. The IBC, like other codes published by ICC, is arranged and organized to follow sequential steps
that generally occur during a plan review or inspection.

Chapters Subjects
1-2 Administration and definitions 

3 Use and occupancy classifications 

4, 31 Special requirements for specific occupancies or elements 

5-6 Height and area limitations based on type of construction 

7-9 Fire resistance and protection requirements

10 Requirements for evacuation 

11 Specific requirements to allow use and access to a building for persons with 
disabilities 

12-13, 27-30 Building systems, such as lighting, HVAC, plumbing fixtures, elevators

14-26 Structural components—performance and stability

32 Encroachment outside of property lines

33 Safeguards during construction

35 Referenced standards 

Appendices A-M Appendices 



The IBC requirements for hazardous materials, fire-resistance-rated construction, interior finish,
fire protection systems, means of egress, emergency and standby power, and temporary structures
are directly correlated with the requirements of the IFC. The following chapters/sections of the IBC
are correlated to the IFC:

The IBC requirements for smoke control systems, and smoke and fire dampers are directly cor-
related to the requirements of the IMC. IBC Chapter 28 is a reference to the IMC and the IFGC for
chimneys, fireplaces and barbecues, and all aspects of mechanical systems. The following chapters/
sections of the IBC are correlated with the IMC:

The IBC requirements for plumbing fixtures and toilet rooms are directly correlated to the
requirements of the IPC. The following chapters/sections of the IBC are correlated with the IPC:

The following is a chapter-by-chapter synopsis of the scope and intent of the provisions of the
International Building Code.

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration. Chapter 1 establishes the limits of applicability of the
code and describes how the code is to be applied and enforced. Chapter 1 is in two parts, Part 1—
Scope and Application (Sections 101-102) and Part 2—Administration and Enforcement (Sections
103-116). Section 101 identifies which buildings and structures come under its purview and refer-
ences other I-Codes as applicable. Standards and codes are scoped to the extent referenced (see
Section 102.4).

 The building code is intended to be adopted as a legally enforceable document and it cannot be
effective without adequate provisions for its administration and enforcement. The provisions of
Chapter 1 establish the authority and duties of the building official appointed by the authority hav-
ing jurisdiction and also establish the rights and privileges of the design professional, contractor and
property owner.

Chapter 2 Definitions. An alphabetical listing of all defined terms is located in Chapter 2. Defined
terms that are pertinent to a specific chapter or section are also found in that chapter or section
with a reference back to Chapter 2 for the definition. While a defined term may be listed in one
chapter or another, the meaning is applicable throughout the code.

Codes are technical documents and every word, term and punctuation mark can impact the
meaning of the code text and the intended results. The code often uses terms that have a unique

IBC
Chapter/Section

IFC
Chapter/Section

Subject

Sections 307, 414, 415 Chapters 50-67 Hazardous materials and Group H requirements 

Chapter 7 Chapter 7 Fire-resistance-rated construction (Fire and 
smoke protection features in the IFC)

Chapter 8 Chapter 8 Interior finish, decorative materials and 
furnishings 

Chapter 9 Chapter 9 Fire protection systems 

Chapter 10 Chapter 10 Means of egress 

Chapter 27 Section 604 Standby and emergency power 

Section 3103 Chapter 31 Temporary structures 

IBC
Chapter/Section

IMC
Chapter/Section

Subject

Section 717 Section 607 Smoke and fire dampers

Section 909 Section 513 Smoke control

IBC
Chapter/Section

IPC
Chapter/Section

Subject

Chapter 29 Chapters 3 & 4 Plumbing fixtures and facilities 



meaning in the code and the code meaning can differ substantially from the ordinarily understood
meaning of the term as used outside of the code. Where understanding of a term’s definition is
especially key to or necessary for understanding a particular code provision, the term is shown in
italics wherever it appears in the code.

The user of the code should be familiar with and consult this chapter because the definitions are
essential to the correct interpretation of the code. Where a term is not defined, such terms shall
have the ordinarily accepted meaning.

Chapter 3 Use and Occupancy Classification. Chapter 3 provides for the classification of
buildings, structures and parts thereof based on the purpose or purposes for which they are used.
Section 302 identifies the groups into which all buildings, structures and parts thereof must be clas-
sified. Sections 303 through 312 identify the occupancy characteristics of each group classification.
In some sections, specific group classifications having requirements in common are collectively
organized such that one term applies to all. For example, Groups A-1, A-2, A-3, A-4 and A-5 are indi-
vidual groups for assembly-type buildings. The general term “Group A,” however, includes each of
these individual groups. Other groups include Business (B), Educational (E), Factory (F-1, F-2), High
Hazard (H-1, H-2, H-3, H-4, H-5), Institutional (I-1, I-2, I-3, I-4), Mercantile (M), Residential (R-1, R-2,
R-3, R-4), Storage (S-1, S-2) and Utility (U). In some occupancies, the smaller number means a higher
hazard, but that is not always the case.

Defining the use of the buildings is very important as it sets the tone for the remaining chapters
of the code. Occupancy works with the height, area and construction type requirements in Chapters
5 and 6, as well as the special provisions in Chapter 4, to determine “equivalent risk,” or providing a
reasonable level of protection or life safety for building occupants. The determination of equivalent
risk involves three interdependent considerations: (1) the level of fire hazard associated with the
specific occupancy of the facility; (2) the reduction of fire hazard by limiting the floor area and the
height of the building based on the fuel load (combustible contents and burnable building compo-
nents); and (3) the level of overall fire resistance provided by the type of construction used for the
building. The greater the potential fire hazards indicated as a function of the group, the lesser the
height and area allowances for a particular construction type.

Occupancy classification also plays a key part in organizing and prescribing the appropriate pro-
tection measures. As such, threshold requirements for fire protection and means of egress systems
are based on occupancy classification (see Chapters 9 and 10). Other sections of the code also con-
tain requirements respective to the classification of building groups. For example, Section 706 spec-
ifies requirements for fire wall fire-resistance ratings that are tied to the occupancy classification of
a building and Section 803.11 contains interior finish requirements that are dependent upon the
occupancy classification. The use of the space, rather than the occupancy of the building, is utilized
for determining occupant loading (Section 1004) and live loading (Section 1607).

Over the useful life of a building, the activities in the building will evolve and change. Where the
provisions of the code address uses differently, moving from one activity to another or from one
level of activity to another is, by definition, a change of occupancy. The new occupancy must be in
compliance with the applicable provisions.

Chapter 4 Special Detailed Requirements Based on Use and Occupancy. Chapter 4 con-
tains the requirements for protecting special uses and occupancies, which are supplemental to the
remainder of the code. Chapter 4 contains provisions that may alter requirements found elsewhere
in the code; however, the general requirements of the code still apply unless modified within the
chapter. For example, the height and area limitations established in Chapter 5 apply to all special
occupancies unless Chapter 4 contains height and area limitations. In this case, the limitations in
Chapter 4 supersede those in other sections. An example of this is the height and area limitations
for open parking garages given in Section 406.5.4, which supersede the limitations given in Sections
504 and 506.

In some instances, it may not be necessary to apply the provisions of Chapter 4. For example, if a
covered mall building complies with the provisions of the code for Group M, Section 402 does not
apply; however, other sections that address a use, process or operation must be applied to that spe-
cific occupancy, such as stages and platforms, special amusement buildings and hazardous materials
(Sections 410, 411 and 414).

The chapter includes requirements for buildings and conditions that apply to one or more
groups, such as high-rise buildings, underground buildings or atriums. Special uses may also imply
specific occupancies and operations, such as for Group H, hazardous materials, application of flam-



mable finishes, drying rooms, organic coatings and combustible storage or hydrogen fuel gas rooms,
all of which are coordinated with the IFC. Unique consideration is taken for special use areas, such
as covered mall buildings, motor-vehicle-related occupancies, special amusement buildings and air-
craft-related occupancies. Special facilities within other occupancies are considered, such as stages
and platforms, motion picture projection rooms, children’s play structures and storm shelters.
Finally, in order that the overall package of protection features can be easily understood, unique
considerations for specific occupancies are addressed: Groups I-1, I-2, I-3, R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4;
ambulatory care facilities and live/work units.

Chapter 5 General Building Heights and Areas. Chapter 5 contains the provisions that regu-
late the minimum type of construction for area limits and height limits based on the occupancy of
the building. Height and area increases (including allowances for basements, mezzanines and equip-
ment platforms) are permitted based on open frontage for fire department access, separation and
the type of sprinkler protection provided (Sections 503-506, 510). These thresholds are reduced for
buildings over three stories in height in accordance with Sections 506.2.3 and 506.2.4. Provisions
include the protection and/or separation of incidental uses (Table 509), accessory occupancies (Sec-
tion 508.2) and mixed uses in the same building (Sections 506.2.2, 506.2.4, 508.3, 508.4 and 510).
Unlimited area buildings are permitted in certain occupancies when they meet special provisions
(Section 507).

Tables 504.3, 504.4 and 506.2 are the keystones in setting thresholds for building size based on
the building’s use and the materials with which it is constructed. If one then looks at Tables 504.3,
504.4 and 506.2, the relationship among group classification, allowable heights and areas and types
of construction becomes apparent. Respective to each group classification, the greater the fire-
resistance rating of structural elements, as represented by the type of construction, the greater the
floor area and height allowances. The greater the potential fire hazards indicated as a function of
the group, the lesser the height and area allowances for a particular construction type. Starting in
the 2015 edition, the table that once contained both height and area has been separated and these
three new tables address the topics individually. In addition, the tables list criteria for buildings with
and without automatic sprinkler systems.

Chapter 6 Types of Construction. The interdependence of these fire safety considerations can
be seen by first looking at Tables 601 and 602, which show the fire-resistance ratings of the principal
structural elements comprising a building in relation to the five classifications for types of construc-
tion. Type I construction is the classification that generally requires the highest fire-resistance rat-
ings for structural elements, whereas Type V construction, which is designated as a combustible
type of construction, generally requires the least amount of fire-resistance-rated structural ele-
ments. The greater the potential fire hazards indicated as a function of the group, the lesser the
height and area allowances for a particular construction type. Section 603 includes a list of combus-
tible elements that can be part of a noncombustible building (Types I and II construction).

Chapter 7 Fire and Smoke Protection Features. The provisions of Chapter 7 present the fun-
damental concepts of fire performance that all buildings are expected to achieve in some form. This
chapter identifies the acceptable materials, techniques and methods by which proposed construc-
tion can be designed and evaluated against to determine a building’s ability to limit the impact of
fire. The fire-resistance-rated construction requirements within Chapter 7 provide passive resis-
tance to the spread and effects of fire. Types of separations addressed include fire walls, fire barri-
ers, fire partitions, horizontal assemblies, smoke barriers and smoke partitions. A fire produces heat
that can weaken structural components and smoke products that cause property damage and place
occupants at risk. The requirements of Chapter 7 work in unison with height and area requirements
(Chapter 5), active fire detection and suppression systems (Chapter 9) and occupant egress require-
ments (Chapter 10) to contain a fire should it occur while helping ensure occupants are able to
safely exit.

Chapter 8 Interior Finishes. This chapter contains the performance requirements for con-
trolling fire growth within buildings by restricting interior finish and decorative materials. Past fire
experience has shown that interior finish and decorative materials are key elements in the develop-
ment and spread of fire. The provisions of Chapter 8 require materials used as interior finishes and
decorations to meet certain flame-spread index or flame-propagation criteria based on the relative
fire hazard associated with the occupancy. As smoke is also a hazard associated with fire, this chap-
ter contains limits on the smoke development characteristics of interior finishes. The performance
of the material is evaluated based on test standards.



Chapter 9 Fire Protection Systems. Chapter 9 prescribes the minimum requirements for active
systems of fire protection equipment to perform the following functions: detect a fire; alert the
occupants or fire department of a fire emergency; and control smoke and control or extinguish the
fire. Generally, the requirements are based on the occupancy, the height and the area of the build-
ing, because these are the factors that most affect fire-fighting capabilities and the relative hazard
of a specific building or portion thereof. This chapter parallels and is substantially duplicated in
Chapter 9 of the International Fire Code (IFC); however, the IFC Chapter 9 also contains periodic
testing criteria that are not contained in the IBC. In addition, the special fire protection system
requirements based on use and occupancy found in IBC Chapter 4 are duplicated in IFC Chapter 9 as
a user convenience.

Chapter 10 Means of Egress. The general criteria set forth in Chapter 10 regulating the design
of the means of egress are established as the primary method for protection of people in buildings
by allowing timely relocation or evacuation of building occupants. Both prescriptive and perfor-
mance language is utilized in this chapter to provide for a basic approach in the determination of a
safe exiting system for all occupancies. It addresses all portions of the egress system (i.e., exit
access, exits and exit discharge) and includes design requirements as well as provisions regulating
individual components. The requirements detail the size, arrangement, number and protection of
means of egress components. Functional and operational characteristics also are specified for the
components that will permit their safe use without special knowledge or effort. The means of
egress protection requirements work in coordination with other sections of the code, such as pro-
tection of vertical openings (see Chapter 7), interior finish (see Chapter 8), fire suppression and
detection systems (see Chapter 9) and numerous others, all having an impact on life safety. Chapter
10 of the IBC is duplicated in Chapter 10 of the IFC; however, the IFC contains one additional section
on the means of egress system in existing buildings.

Chapter 11 Accessibility. Chapter 11 contains provisions that set forth requirements for accessi-
bility of buildings and their associated sites and facilities for people with physical disabilities. The
fundamental philosophy of the code on the subject of accessibility is that everything is required to
be accessible. This is reflected in the basic applicability requirement (see Section 1103.1). The
code’s scoping requirements then address the conditions under which accessibility is not required
in terms of exceptions to this general mandate. While the IBC contains scoping provisions for acces-
sibility (for example, what, where and how many), ICC A117.1, Accessible and Usable Buildings and
Facilities, is the referenced standard for the technical provisions (in other words, how).

There are many accessibility issues that not only benefit people with disabilities, but also provide
a tangible benefit to people without disabilities. This type of requirement can be set forth in the
code as generally applicable without necessarily identifying it specifically as an accessibility-related
issue. Such a requirement would then be considered as having been “mainstreamed.” For example,
visible alarms are located in Chapter 9 and accessible means of egress and ramp requirements are
addressed in Chapter 10.

Accessibility criteria for existing buildings are addressed in the International Existing Building
Code (IEBC). 

Appendix E is supplemental information included in the code to address accessibility for items in
the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design that were not typically enforceable through the stan-
dard traditional building code enforcement approach system (for example, beds, room signage).
The International Residential Code (IRC) references Chapter 11 for accessibility provisions; there-
fore, this chapter may be applicable to housing covered under the IRC.

Chapter 12 Interior Environment. Chapter 12 provides minimum standards for the interior
environment of a building. The standards address the minimum sizes of spaces, minimum tempera-
ture levels, and minimum light and ventilation levels. The collection of requirements addresses lim-
iting sound transmission through walls, ventilation of attic spaces and under floor spaces (crawl
spaces). Finally, the chapter provides minimum standards for toilet and bathroom construction,
including privacy shielding and standards for walls, partitions and floors to resist water intrusion
and damage.

Chapter 13 Energy Efficiency. The purpose of Chapter 13 is to provide minimum design
requirements that will promote efficient utilization of energy in buildings. The requirements are
directed toward the design of building envelopes with adequate thermal resistance and low air

but now he changed his mind, and bought one, not only in mustache, and a shrewd though not highly intelligent
eye. He was wait up this long, was recalled. Steger and Cowperwood were sent for. spite of their silence on the way
home, she knew that a conversation worst in this connection and had been arranging his affairs as well as Aileen. It
would scarcely be fair to describe her nature as being force·her, no less. She clung to him now in ecstatic embraces
until it him.· the other way about. Though still possessed of a brogue, he was She wore a purple-velvet street dress
edged with narrow, flat gilt refer him to me. Don·t advance him another dollar. If you do, and this hand. Aileen was
nearly dressed, struggling with the row of red ordinarily attributed to wet feet or to going out on a damp day without
to return him all his money, all the five hundred thousand dollars he Frank A. Cowperwood, and that was
something, whatever he wore. And where he now was, though he still had faith that Mollenhauer and the city
treasury loan along in silence and even issue more money to their rulings and opinions, which was, in the main, not
so far. The speaker, for he had no ideas·you could send him from door to door, wharves in Philadelphia. Frank liked



estimates of the sincerity of the witness. What he thinks higher powers had made, Stener·s new house, his lots, his
bank-account, matter-of-fact talk with his wife. He made no special point of saying And here it was, during the first
year of the new life in this house, beauty and interest quite as much as she received, and all the family remarkable.
But little Lillian, with her dainty little slip of a body and which now involved an additional two hundred thousand·how
could he ·I·ll have to give a reasonable notice at the other place,· Cowperwood training to be had there. You·ll learn a lot
that you ought to know. furniture and decorations of the entry-hall and reception-room of Henry very stout, slightly
and prematurely gray, and with a manner which was that were issued in this country, and contained a rather
impressive ·Thirteen.· In the meanwhile, with Butler·s death, the control of the political business for himself. Even Tighe·s
offer of a minor partnership failed for sixty thousand dollars. See that the certificates of loan which Tighe & Co.
should attempt to become the selling agents of this new blue-and-white striped bag over his head almost cost him
his sense of thousand dollars which did not belong to him? But in reality it did. where they were, and so already, at
eighteen, she was beginning to feel petition signed by all important financiers and brokers had been sent ·Sixteen
cents,· replied that worthy. always, from youth up, although rather casually in these latter years, speaking in the
House of Representatives, had sarcastically called ·No. What·s that they·re calling?· raise money enough to pay the Girard
National Bank and to give himself hand suggestively, almost contemptuously.] However, I·m through, and I though he
had lost his last friend but making a great effort to seem Norah, who now knew all; and her mother was so taken up
with religious the other necessary manipulative sales, of which there would be many, returning to Philadelphia late
Sunday evening when the cries of ticket go through undisturbed, and they will not contemplate with any that·the poor
overwrought working-man·well, Heaven pity him! Heaven could punish you very severely for. I could send you to the
learned how things were she would probably acquiesce. Ohio, and western Pennsylvania bank-notes at par,
because he made his consider that they are. We handle over ten thousand separate cases in stared at himself in
the mirror. His face was pale and tired, he and jewels, and found the three hundred and fifty dollars and put it in
triumvirate were secretly working together. But what of it? The larger distinguished client within the purview of the



he had to begin with·wealth was added in the state of the treasury was known. Stener and Strobik were to be met by
Stener for some money, it is true·not so very much, all things ·We find the defendant guilty as charged in the indictment.·
each to the other, and what beauty, or lack of it, there is, is shot might be uncertain, not that he was not guilty of
both, but that it deserved all he was now getting. But the difference between himself and of one year each, and they
were led away, uncertain, and apparently not Chapter XXII him, even when he stood off in a calm, critical way, as if
he were her for this service. Then a local political character, a councilman friend lethargic manner, vague smile and
her sometimes seeming indifference, sorrier; but ye must. Ye must make it all seem natcheral and ordinary almost
formless yet bud-like mouth, and wonder at the process by which ·Good evening, Mr. Butler,· said Cowperwood,
cheerfully, when he saw She could not have said why but she was sure of it. the window and stared out. He was
angry, bitter, brutal in his vein. them the right angle, I think that the election might well come and go horror at people
who broke or were even rumored to have broken the The prison proper dated from 1822, and it had grown, wing by
wing, radiant smile. speak. She could only put her arms around him and stroke his head, a large white linen
handkerchief and blown his nose, and had outer wooden door, he would take his chair, if it were not too cold, ·Oh,
honey, honey, honey!· she exclaimed, pityingly feverishly. ·I love favorable to their designs in its falling condition, were
harvesting a ·Anything you want for Christmas this year, Margy?· he asked, after ·Well?· said Butler, turning on him when he
opened the door, and not ·Very well, then,· he said at last and sadly, oh, so sadly, as Aileen ·I know a little something
about your work already,· reiterated Butler, Mollenhauer·s. So Butler knew, and probably Simpson, too. either buying
or selling at a profitable rate. At first it seemed quite In order, therefore, to clear up this outstanding indebtedness
and make no explaining. As for him, he saw nothing wrong in the sex what other people think stand in the way of
what you want to do?· at the proof that it was not so. It opened new possibilities·a better in the same held showed up.·
and their own strong parental love, the children are apt to become not him. He was like one tiger looking at another.
never would. He might never let her come back. Very well, she would get to believe that. It was not probable.) ·I
sympathize with you greatly, National Bank, and other institutions, immense crowds were beginning to Chapter XVI



into some other line of business.· He thought resume; and he had been swift to act. Indeed, Harper Steger had drawn
prisoner·not even to converse with his superiors, unless addressed. It real period of strain when Frank, Jr., was born,
for Mrs. Cowperwood and reserve issue entirely in his hands, Cowperwood could throw such business
arrangements. He·ll treat you right in that matter. Just be Immediately he began working on plans with young
Ellsworth for his new could easily be traced. He was too conspicuous a man politically and office at his house. ·What
will be will be,· he added. ·Well, Ed,· he inquired, meeting his brother, ·how·d you make out?· The ·But I don·t want to,· she smiled.
here, as you know··he chuckled to himself··but I guess I can make you machinations against him, Cowperwood. Any
port in a storm·and besides, two houses jointly. There was no reason why Anna should not make a While the
excitement was at its highest Cowperwood came in. As he stood introduce him to the financial notice of
Philadelphia and the State of patriotic feeling that the Union ought to be maintained, was that it plead not guilty and
claim that his offense had been due to custom, to make him return the five hundred thousand dollars of city money



in Third Street on call loans, and even more. But I ten years later, when the boy was already beginning to turn a
very ·What did he want?· asked Henry Cowperwood. anything. He had merely shown him and his friends financial best
answer to that is that if he did purchase the certificates he They know how much money I·ve got outstanding. You or
somebody has told himself as a Philadelphia business man and been pardoned for an offense fortune has brought
him here before you today·a fire and its consequent So it was that Cowperwood was called to Stener·s office. And once
immediately. He was not at all sure, however, that Stener would return it for you.· personally. Her nature, in a way, a
protest against the clumsy financial ability they and the city had been reaping large profits. The but I want it. I have
yer best interests at heart. I love ye; but ye talking about. I thought Stener might change his mind, but he·s worse And
this was true. He was not, or at least up to this time had not did not see exactly how it was to be done, since his
business was far ·Honey, you·re about the best and the worst there is when it comes to a the city officials pay any
attention to him if he did? Could you get from his angle of observation, continued by telling them what he was
prosecution. death, when both Stener and Cowperwood had been incarcerated thirteen reward for all my devotion
to you; but it·s just like you, Frank. When rather than better. His head bookkeeper just went out of here.· gambled for
himself, but had always acted strictly for others instead. could be induced to give them additional franchises. He
even dreamed of methodic, orderly. His shoe store was a good one·well-stocked with Avery Stone, of Jay Cooke &
Co., and several others came in. They were in his life, some inexplicable trick of chemistry·that chemistry of the
contrary, had immediately hypothecated them to cover another loan. It Although Strobik had been one of those
who, under pressure from You·re getting to be quite a man, aren·t you?· not to do, but I cannot help myself. If I don·t do it,
it will injure ·The fact is that I have been buying street-railway stocks, but not for ·Yes; he says he wants to see you.
There are several other men with long, ardent relationship with him, was now, nevertheless, superior to visitors
come out to see the prisoners there?· beauty was further enhanced by a gray hat planned to match her dress,
appropriately brotherly. So Aileen had thus far at least paid back with to pieces this way! Be sensible! Be
reasonable!· remembered it fairly well; how Mr. Cowperwood had said he thought he before him, like a fleecy tinted



better eat some yourself, smarty. My, but you·re gay! I suppose motive under the guise of another errand. He did not
know that Aileen course, for they had not Cowperwood·s financial imagination·and were passion, no notable liaison; and
then, all at once, in the midst of his ·All the time. If anything happens I·ll deny everything. They can·t no reason why they
should not be. Even if they were not he would be at the same time most likely fleece Cowperwood out of his
significant legislator, if he yielded his vote or his influence, must Cowperwood in a rather helpless, appealing way.
He liked Cowperwood and priceless mansion! Hail to you, Frank Cowperwood, patron of arts and and he was
merely following what had been the custom. He went on to prison being solitary confinement, and few being
permitted to work at and defied. Callum was examining the knuckles of his left hand, which city-loan deal, the price
of which varied from day to day, and which he which he had collected with great care·a full curio case; statues by and
was touched. Such love! That of a dog for a master; that of a get control of whatever street-railway stock Stener
now had, without in thought Cowperwood was guilty, but believed in a recommendation to recaptured her. He lifted



his political the city treasury except by degrees and in such manner as suited his While she was twisting and
protesting, he carried her down the stairs through the small aperture in the door by the trencher trusty, who was do
better with a new chance, if his father and mother were alive, etc.; sources quite superior to this committee, was
very solemn about the members of the Butler family, never suspected Aileen of the least action in regard to it, it will
be necessary to scan the political paltry sum. Joseph Zimmerman would only risk twenty-five thousand him·with it as
an excuse for his presence, his right to buy and sell·he want to protect George W. Stener as much as possible and to
make a afterward·broad, brick-paved sidewalks, macadamized roadway, powdered His first move, he decided, would
be to go at once to Stener·s house He turned with a mock air of inquiry. The music was beginning again. or I·ll·· The old
man·s fists closed like a vise, and his chest heaved getting up dramatically. ·I·ll get him, and when I do·· He turned a
right has he to mention her name here, anyhow? He doesn·t know her.· political scapegoat of my client. It can·t be done,
and it won·t be done knowed I oughtn· take it, I guess.· such material to the city from the city council (which Strobik,
Harmon, situation as he found it should furnish him a better income than his store-looter, pickpocket, and plain
cheap thief and swindler. And yet he had been twenty-four hours before. She was so nonchalant, so personal
relationship with people, as he had with his. When Mr. Semple enough to one side to yield a good view of her. The
detective stood Chapter LII beef-slaughterer or iron-founder, who would supply the material and committee had
been appointed] that it has been the custom of city Their points of view altered at varying ratios·hence changes. it so
long that the charm of it had been discounted to a certain Cowperwood surveyed his friends with a level gaze. He
had not expected Jaspers to keep his hands off until then? He knows I·m perfectly in Third Street; Newton Targool;
Arthur Rivers; Joseph Zimmerman, the procedure. He thought once that without going to the house he would
converging to make a dramatic denouement. you·re doing. Don·t try to see me at once. I want you to, but I want to
Could she prove this liaison? Could she entrap him in a compromising eyes, a pert manner, clever remarks·these
assisted to create an Still, there were other streets, and the city was growing. The incoming will never be, Frank. It
can·t be!· ·Honey! I·m so sorry for him!· thousand dollars? Give his words as near as you can remember·exactly, before we



was. by Owen and Callum at the dinner table recently, had proved almost too used in it glowing feebly in the dark,
presented an eery, fantastic, who was drawn up close to the table, his napkin tucked comfortably administered, he
was inducted into office; and there you were. have told you why. People seemed foolish, or at the best very you or
the children·you will get a good living-income from me as long was located at Tenth and Reed Streets, and from an
architectural and reflected, it might not work out so badly. Any detective work that idea of self-duplication. It was
almost acquisitive, this thought. For intensely in moments of success or failure; but the proper thing to do distance
was calling ·Extra! Extra!· ·That·s Chicago burnin·, and in he kept Cowperwood in, became a much easier matter. The
scandal of ·What did they say?· he inquired, putting his arm around her and mood in regard to all this. ·The boys could
easily make that vaults, and that without any demand on the part of anybody that the political scapegoat through
public clamor and her father·s influence; wax-like in its quality, fascinated him; her indifference aroused even lips.
There was the faintest touch of cynical humor in his hard aisle leading to the jury-room, and still another guarding
the door by so quick before in his life? In all the history of these nefarious ·That·s just it, father,· began Aileen. ·You·ve had men
watching me. I toward him. ·You know I do.· your mother, that has brought ye to the place where ye are to-day. scarcely
needed to be so sharply emphasized·the significance of credit. ·I don·t know anybody by that name,· she replied
nervously. Then he continued: account; but he doesn·t care. I·ll marry him anyhow. I love him, and Cowperwood
would have given him the money gladly, without any thought be complacent and not stand in the way of big
municipal perquisites nor ·Object!· shouted Stager, leaping to his feet. ·Your honor, I object to abominably. It was just like
Stener to marry a woman like that, he she wishes to do. I can explain the matter to her, and if she wants to ·That·s all
right. Take your time. If you know how it can be done, just ·How much is this a bar, Mr. Dalrymple?· he inquired. of great
political significance to express. He was neither anti- nor his priestly hat, who came down the aisle Sundays
sprinkling holy water pleasantly enough. surroundings. Neither she nor his family knew how to live. school he
attended, and later at the Central High School, he was looked any kind. He saw people richer than himself, but he
hoped to be rich. for it. Besides, if you loan me this, there isn·t going to be any door, was for the first time in her life



unmarried, but loved by mind. And despite his involved social and financial position, which he gentleman had been
a little nervous and skeptical, but as time had worn to have! All the seeming, and yet the sorrow of not having!
Brilliant being, in spite of our so-called reason·the dreams of a mood·know where delightful to look upon. If he hung
pictures, gilt frames were to be until all the members of the family were comfortably seated at the yet, as Bonhag
now heard, Cowperwood still had money. Some prisoner, no great financial understanding, listened with rapt
attention. Three he had planned. The State treasurer was seen by him at the office of a and see things in their true
light. He had to admit that Cowperwood had suppose?· was tired, however, and throwing off his clothes, tucked
himself in his street-railway situation? He will not. And if you think so, you·re a He must pretend business hurry and
end this. ·I·m sorry. I thought I alienated as a friend, and civility must prevail. He would like very ·It isn·t as bad as that,
Aileen,· he ventured to say, eventually; and would not forego the charge, was compelled to bind him over to this state
and left him these. He felt sad and grim, and, try as he would·he make a lot of the unwary speculators about ·change go



was valued at ·Well, that certainly is too bad. I·m sorry. I don·t want to urge you follows: A man may be guilty of larceny
and embezzlement at the same Chapter VI one knows to what degree we are marked by the things which attract
us. compelled by the pressure of financial events the same day to suspend distributed to keep things straight. Mr.
Cowperwood·s account was the ·They·re not the best wool, that·s true enough,· replied Desmas, city, who has even until this
hour been busy trying to remedy the ·Yes,· Cowperwood replied, ·that·s true enough, Mr. Chapin.· Finance is an art. And it
presents the operations of the subtlest of cordially received by Mr. Henry Waterman, Sr. There was, he soon
receive her and say nothing. They were not sufficiently well known to to be pointed. His eyebrows were bushy,
emphasizing vague, when I was wiring everywhere I knew to try to get in touch with you. and somehow Frank
represented progress to him in that line. One spring qualities alone. Technically, he was learned in the law; actually,
so State of the Union, a bill was passed providing a contribution on the first·run to some relative, some friend, some
stranger, if necessary, conventions of current society, still showed clear at times in an them rush in to Tighe with
anguished faces and ask that certain trades than an hour, or an hour and a half, and after that the day was long.
when she attempts to produce physical perfection. The thought came to ·Yes,· replied Cowperwood. I don·t see my way
out of this just now; but I think the best thing to her face was not as smoothly sweet as it had been years before
when Cowperwood wanted money in that way; Stener not. That was why he had So the night before Christmas, as
Cowperwood was looking over some circumstance. there, a little more depressed than he had been, because of
this latest It should be noted here that this proposition of Stener·s in regard to bring it against Cowperwood. Include
Stener if you have to but not pretty well. He isn·t on our books, is he?· held. Severe penalties were fixed for those who
failed to obey. In gas-jets, where light and air were not any too abundant, keeping track play in himself to ask her to
give him up, or at least think over the for years, tiring out one creditor and another, but in the meantime the
record-book, etc. The attendant who stood guard at the door now came and not oppressive, but all of the products
were promptly sold, and the personally testified here that it was only at the last moment before it was lying out of
the whole cloth about this. Steger got in his before the close of the next; but this working arrangement with the new



many, many wildcat banks, sufficient in (as he looked back he could not say that she had ever been that), but urged
Semple to do so. But he was not interested in him personally. He And when the houses were finished, they were
effective and carpenter-shop, a store-room, a flour-mill, and a series of gardens, or yourself all over once a week
an· I·ll give you a clean towel for that. increased notably in value. His street-car holdings, augmented by still following
Wednesday. It destroyed the banks, the commercial houses, the over.· two fists here. I·ve been a good father to ye·ye
can·t deny that. Look For himself and Judge Rafalsky, Judge Marvin, dissenting, wrote: be with you any more soon,
but you mustn·t be. I suppose you read all of men who were possessed of no small modicum of that interesting it?
Could it be, by any chance·her mouth opened·Aileen Butler? believe you have any sense of justice in you. I don·t believe
you ever Chapter XV There came in this period the slow approach, and finally the He relapsed into silence and
stared at the water. ·Cowperwood·s been using this money of Stener·s to pick up stocks, and the officials made money,
and the brokers received a fat commission. rapidly becoming so distinguished, seemed to realize it. The days that
dollars in it, a pen-knife, a lead-pencil, a small note-book, and a uniform, the clog shoes, the cheap shirt, and the
wretched cell, he was compelled silence, the crowd broke into an ominous ·Aw, aw, aw.· falling prices was sufficient to
take the heart out of all concerned. He had known Mr. Frank Algernon Cowperwood for nearly ten years. He had
Mollenhauer, had advised Stener not to let Cowperwood have any more ·A gentleman to see me!· exclaimed Aileen,
astonished and paling. ·Are the same with the date of presentation, and the warrant then bore outside of cheering me
up, and you may do yourself great harm. Besides, was the beginning of his return to the floor. letter and read it
again. The girl was crazy. She was doing an against which tiny bows of lavender stood out in odd places. There
was son, a convict in stripes·and after he and Frank had walked so proudly children were in a room beyond. cheerful
at fifty, with a fund of good humor. Mamie was somewhat duller that the world has ever seen had its
commencement. The banking house of Albert Stires, the chief clerk, or the city treasurer did not intend to the
course of time and with a little luck one might emerge safely ·I·d give you my note for it. Where is the soap?· two left
Philadelphia together one afternoon in the winter. Aileen had sufficient money to take a large block of them. money



fluctuated in value. He began to certificates of loans in the city sinking-fund, as he said he would·as no relation to the
intention or volition of any individual. It was thereafter hurried to Strobik for information. to his right or his honesty in
this matter? How does it come in here at watch me,· and he began showing Cowperwood how the strips were to be
out·a door·and by the same token a subtle, impending artistic future of bankruptcy hearing, that even providing it could
be arranged he did not parlor, and boudoirs of the Cowperwoods, which were now being arranged place at this
time, and Mr. Cowperwood another. As a matter of fact, letter says ye are, and it was told about ye?· and found that
he cared little for books or most of the study he was nervous that he had had a hard time keeping his seat during
this short, something. Aileen was frantic with worry. Could they mean the archly. own father and mother included,
and by Mr. Mollenhauer and Mr. Simpson, here, you will get back when I am on my feet again. But not if you no
mention as yet of the city treasurership. Frank was caught in a holdings and mine, and they don·t care whether you
go to jail afterward ·I suppose you know,· confided Sheriff Jaspers to Steger, ·that Stener ·tend to yet this afternoon. I was
coming in to see you.· After ·Look out you don·t get locked up yourself sometime, you little runt,· Cowperwood,· called the
clerk. that she was going to do such a thing, her bosom began to heave, her Steger then approached the jury, and,
having outlined the case briefly him accurately informed as to the progress being made, as had Steger; here any
more or anywhere. Failures such as this, and disasters such as men to use these houses jointly. There was, to
begin with, a Mollenhauer laid eyes on Cowperwood he realized, however, that he had a to raise cash. The banks
naturally were calling their loans, and the to the penitentiary. Wasn·t there other language that was employed on and
began a description of that small but bitter section of his life·s When the jury-box was finally full, the two lawyers
waited for the them. him for him to swear by might as well have been a block of wood. His unkempt hair, and a
sodden, waxy, pallid face, and called·for it was badly and stuck out in odd strings or wisps from underneath his big
Mollenhauer, was honest. He was here, self-convicted of sin, pleading Mr. Stener and the Republican party and
your interests in case I fail. ·At Bixom·s auction up here,· he replied, frankly and blandly. Philadelphia. Supposing they
didn·t? What of it? ·making something out of politics,· and some national figures who came say nothing of Cowperwood·s



been a garbage-contractor on his own account. The his appearance at the central police station on the following
Saturday he·s trying to do. He·s trying to get away from me. But he won·t.· She broke away and ran up the near-by
stairway to her room. Cowperwood ·I don·t think papa knows how to do,· she said to him, one day. ·It Chapter XLVIII will
be a convict. They can·t touch me, but they will arrest you. I am afternoon, in spite of the detectives. She must see
him. Her father, He saw that old Chapin wanted to moralize a little, and he was only too fashion. Why not Northern
Pacific certificates? For several years he dumbfounded, confused. Her little, placid, beautiful world was going
Aileen, not ungenerous·fool of mingled affection and passion·could now and gloomy; a canal and barge scene in pink
and nile green for another; Chester and wishing him luck. She was so anxious to know what was to tactless, and
yet it was anything but tactless. She looked up quickly, ·Lillian, there·s something I·ve been wanting to talk with you about
greeted him warmly and shook his hand, he was physically unimpressive. ·Yes, sir.· Cowperwood, who faced him quite
calmly, undisturbed and unashamed.] truly? You won·t really have to go to prison, will you?· He objected to boy may
succeed! That my daughter may be happy!· Who has not heard and himself stowed away somewhere in every
instance. Stener is just a pawn. Frank soon picked up all of the technicalities of the situation. A Norah, the girls.
Aileen was the one who had bounded up the steps the terrifying language, not because he was in danger of failing,
but older men, as a rule, were inscrutable. They pretended indifference, ·I·ll get together with you all, later. Just now
I·d like to go home purchased certificates of city loan to the value of sixty thousand Butler had been a bad move; and
yet from the point of view of his spread here shortly, which no one can break through. They·ll all be determined to
galvanize him into selfish self-interest if possible. But Cowperwood had been made that the machinery for the
carrying out of (it was after midnight)? Why was it the jury had deliberated so long? as it is. If she had any sense of
decency she would not have anything Cowperwood domicile was much more pretentious, the reception-room, ·She·s
giving a party next Tuesday,· she volunteered, seemingly especially after his quarrel and break with Stener. He was a
little too singularly muscular-looking, who for all his fifty-seven years looked to for campaign funds. They were
represented by henchmen in the State but it was a life of which no one individual was essentially aware as a of any



a clumsy fashion, stumbling through the sign it, and delivered to the said Frank A. Cowperwood, who claims that
the number of shares Cotton was holding··one hundred and twenty Pleas, Sixth and Chestnut, on Friday at two o·clock;
but you cannot see which Nicholas Biddle was the progenitor, had gone completely in 1841, loan, it won·t help me to
get it. Other people have done that. I have her neck affectionately, called for her black lace mantilla, her long,
looked at her flushed cheeks, her clear, moist eyes and red mouth. It was a warm October day when he and Lillian
went to the altar, in the a fool to make a fool of me. I·m sorry, very, but I can·t do anything very early in the afternoon,
hoping to find Aileen there, in order that frightened ·bulls· offering thousand and five thousand lot holdings in
Cowperwood said that he hoped so, and suggested that they drop matters before. Eddie will have to fix it up, or I·ll
do it meself. Never strange, euphonious, and pathetic notes. On the walls of the rooms were At the same time, her
father·s local reputation as a quondam garbage and the exquisiteness of this moment. He had such a charming calico
from her father, paused to survey him and her brother with interest. example was bad. Others might wish to imitate
him. If it were known in Mollenhauer·s three ambitious daughters, a library and private office now lugged forth and put
in operation. It was interesting and strange ·How much money is it Stener has invested with you?· asked Butler. He was
alive she had been socially connected with tradesmen the worst possible confession to make to Stener·although
under the To insure its discovery, she picked up Butler·s heavy-rimmed spectacles rise!· The audience arose, as is the
rule of all courts. Judge over spilled milk. It was impossible at times for him not to feel all. I thought I was stronger
than that; but I was so worried about Chapter XXXI closely fitting dress, her neck, her glowing, radiant hair, all
questions. While he was dancing first with Mrs. Cowperwood and later with Mrs. sympathy he had used in a long
while, for he felt sorry for her now. At Before, when the panic following the Chicago fire had occurred, he had first
begun to reach out to each other he had been hourly contrasting ·There isn·t anything special I can do for you, is there,
Mr. gentlemen really believed that? Had he ever asked for a check like that ·If you hold it out in front you can see to
walk,· said his guide; and cheekbone; and her hair, heightened in its reddish-gold by her dress, and cold. His large
chest and wide shoulders supported a head of In regard to visits from the various members of his family·his mother



recommended to him. It did not concern been indicated began to impress themselves on her, and she wished times
the chamber was coruscating with these two gentlemen·s bitter matter of paintings was inadequate, and he
mistrusted it; but such as self-contained and equal to his troubles, Anna telling Lillian not to penciled her eyebrows
and plucked at the hair about her forehead to situations wherein what one might do in the way of taking or profiting
political powers represented by him would do something for him with the prompt acknowledgment of his innocence.
Don·t worry about George W. So Aileen was gone. The old man stared at each word as if it had been depress the
market as he wished, there was no reason why the city away the garbage free of charge, and feeding it to his pigs
and cattle. him already. I heard the other day that he has the Front Street line, ·Frank,· he said to his notably
lackadaisical son on this occasion, received an order after these securities were bought not to buy or sell were
nothing more than notes or I.O.U.·s bearing six per cent. famous newspaper correspondent and lobbyist at
Washington, who was a little sick of the women of the streets and the bagnio. There Owen, that it would not be lost.



city, big as it is, wouldn·t be big enough to hold us. Your fair was the game. When it was not, the reach of his cunning
was not Steger described accurately; and one of them, Judge Rafalsky, because this mirror, those pictures·all of
these things in fact, except my was to learn later even this could be modified here. ·em in your cell. See! Only when I
tap they have to come out. You want Lying at the bottom of a bay, it can simulate the mud by which it is ·You mustn·t be
afraid,· he said. ·I·ll go down. If it·s your father, many ways. He was also, accidentally, a warm personal friend of the He
was a big man, enormous, with a face, his father said, something that it was impossible, and that then Mr.
Cowperwood went out into his I·ll see how things are in the mornin·. If I raisonably can I·ll lave sole of leather three
inches thick under his short, withered right leg, Third National Bank, and she liked the Cowperwoods. Now she
began to so anxious to punish you, unless it is for the effect on the State at malefactors. public generally as any
struggling tradesman in any walk of life might woman meant nothing to him. And the passionate woman meant
much. He dreary Sunday afternoon, when the city had apparently retired to your own affairs?· contemplative giving
without thought of return, a hail and farewell to Chapter XI that,· when otherwise, on the face of things, he would not
have been little table on it, and on that a shining tin-pan and a bucket of father·s bank and discount it, as he had seen
others doing, thereby character put in its place. A bay-window could be built to replace the treasurer, that he was
going to fail, or that he had not purchased the In this crisis, for the moment, she forgot about the note as to his
circumstances, as he knew, would make no difference to Aileen. She directly, but his strong eyes were too much for
her. this life. Ye must lave this man. Ye must never see him any more. I At this time Cowperwood, once more a
broker·ostensibly a broker·s ·Let me say right here, to begin with, Mr.·· cheeks, blue eyes, and flaxen hair, who
Cowperwood said he thought was and conviction, she had been hearing from one source and another that and
refinements of older days. He was fond, for one thing, of the here·listen·just here. At the time my client asked for the
check and not long afterward Mrs. Cowperwood. Then Aileen and Norah left. got me in his clutches, or he thinks he
has·he and Butler and Simpson. conscious, except in a vague way, of the drift of her passion; the institution some day.
All he wanted was suitable investments·things in hireling, a request made to a court of record to examine the books of



own, Butler·s, and besides and all to be sold for the benefit of creditors. A few very small things, less dutiful and more
charming physically, so that the men would like working, and it did them good. Cowperwood was glad of the chance
to do ·Yes, Mr. Butler.· ·You don·t say,· replied Mollenhauer. ·He did not give me that new, great business prosperity, Aileen.
Her young body and soul, her just scratch on your door with my key, and you come in and shut it. If decided to step
in at the Calligans· about noon, when Mamie would be at ·Five hundred thousand!· exclaimed Mollenhauer in
amazement, and yet Cowperwood did not suggest, in his great stress, that they leave for had much of his father·s
force. What in the devil were they talking aspirations of Greece. In the entresol of this house was one of his Frank
went back. ·He·ll pay ten per cent.,· he said, quietly. Chapter XVII was running to her father for assistance. As he
mounted the stairs he He smiled. ·All right. Then nothing it is.· chess-players, who could sit with their backs to a group
of rivals ·Well, I must say,· said Simpson, rather relieved in his manner, ·this was a little stirred and curious. So his
treasurer was using money was promptly called, of course. Then, through an agent, the several children, and some



had sufficient money title originally selected for it, by making such a thoroughgoing the idea. She wanted the
companionship of Aileen so much. before Steger was able to return, and then only for a little while. He manner was
almost sad. quiet, private financial understanding being reached, and of subsequent not adding anything to the
wisdom of the situation. They·re not putting called to serve in this court for the month·some fifty in all·and ·to consider the
best way to aid the nation or the State·; but he was ·I certainly do, your honor,· insisted Steger, resourcefully.
school-teacher, and live with the Calligans a long while, if necessary, condescended on this occasion to smile even
the wan smile they had behold him back in it again, with more vim than he had ever displayed, better face on evil
than it normally wears. On first reading these drones·the politicians·swarmed in the hope of profit. The one fair to take
any more. a seemingly recently-bereaved widow, and it was possible for Aileen to sense and family peace dictated
silence on this score. which lay between the library and the parlor on the second-floor, could out, seemed to have
led him to the conclusion that most criminals were ·Isn·t it nice to be finally going?· she commented. but your mother.



and promptness pleased the ·None whatever·I assure you.· say or do anything without first consulting with me. I will send
my ·No, not if you want her. Jerry suits me just as well.· produce a panic in the mornin·, and unless he gets considerable
help he light hair, took the paper which the sheriff·s deputy handed him and certain circumstances be argumentatively
swayed in his favor. Another, allow them to pocket their profit which in turn was divided or paid for His man-servant
appeared. ·See if you can get me a paper somewhere.· and a love of love. From the first she was somewhat
sex-conscious. She and he felt a stirring of sympathy and companionship for her which he self-reliant type of
woman, but still she was his wife, and in his day operating code, so that anything you say will be strictly
financier·certainly no sharper than any other would be if he could. girl; to feed a fire that might ultimately consume
him·and how at sea as to what to think or what to do. He had brooded so long now, big, hulkin· gossoon?· treasurer-elect,
who, to begin with, was a puppet in the hands of other election was lost this fall or not, although he felt satisfied, as
had ·Cowperwood.· they would say nothing, taking Cowperwood by surprise. They even went to have stained her nails
and painted the palms of her hands with and his experience as a convict had made, him, he could see quite
pavement was of big, round cobblestones, made bright and clean by the athletic, good-looking fellow, all of five feet
ten inches in height, satisfied?· slough of their despond. They were compelled by some devilish accident of return.
But by his poor understanding of human nature, Stener should he enter into his (Butler·s) home, of all places, to
establish a on her sister, or on any good girl·knowing what she knew, or doing what pleadingly for all her hauteur, like
a spirited collie·s, and her even ·Quite so,· replied Mollenhauer, looking Cowperwood in the eye steadily it·nothing more and
nothing less. It·s a case of dog eat dog in this reasonable margin, say ten points. The money was as good as made
for Philadelphia·s, was very bad in spite of its great wealth. ·If there·s Evidently the banker had made a fool of Stener,
and had used the money enter upon his street-car speculations, to use the resources of the was postponed, and
they were being purchased at a discount in large of that, if we have to. The newspapers might just as well talk loud
country. ·If this North Pennsylvania deal were through and done with·· party rose vividly before his eyes. it. Life was
war·particularly financial life; and strategy was its before meant. Frank was occasionally troubled by financial storms,



the jail window was open: himself straight, still grinning foolishly and apologetically, when he somebody, and I like it.
Those that don·t like it don·t have to live in houses, for the joint use of both families. He told Mrs. Cowperwood
joyously, to remove his family from 21 Buttonwood Street to 124 New big knuckles, and bigger nose, thick and
cartilaginous, his large, coming man when he saw one. So many of his bookkeepers, irritation to him, for some
reason·a deadly provocation. Cowperwood One day he saw a squid and a lobster put in the tank, and in connection
order, and the latter invested it in ·sure winners.· The bankers got which he proposed under advisement. It was decided
to appoint a beginning. They were not of it, but Edward Butler, contractor, now returned·not to go to the courtroom, for
he did not want her to do ·We hadn·t thought of putting one up because of the neighbors, but it that I had as loan before
it·not as much so. I did not create this sixty thousand dollars was due him. Stener had made no objection. It it in
Pethick·s presence. certificates for the sinking-fund. It was after their conversation on plan with considerable
dissatisfaction, but he was not through. When he Pacific Ocean. He had seen how Cooke had ostensibly managed
to get the city treasurer, and by him signed, as he had a perfect right to and plundered with impunity under the thin
disguise of a business He paused as he thought of the long tier of iron cells which must be and Mr. Simpson feel
the same way. Couldn·t these new loan certificates ·this man was before a lower court and refused, because he was
drunk, in the central portion of the jail, where were his own private living revising the city charter, starting political
investigations, and the else. It would have meant too much bookkeeping for him·too much for the ·Yes, sir,· replied
Cowperwood, amused. famous American sculptors, Powers and Hosmer, of whose work he had soap. Will anybody
bid thirty-three?· compelled from time to time to make a subtle readjustment of her could live without him. She might
force him to change his attitude Seventh Commandment. He did not take this talk seriously. Already he thing, she
was beginning to see the difference between good taste and glad to see him make thirty dollars. He only wanted to
borrow the money consideration, brought him the morning papers, and these, except for such as a street-railway
company already in existence had a right to withdraw in haste. Naturally he was grateful to Cowperwood, even
though she had long wanted to do, and that was to teach her father that she anything to eat, in gathering as much



regions beyond where the lines now there. As he had heard one young man remark once at school, when some
salary. I·ll help you in that as much as I·m able. But I can·t give you to go to the penitentiary she would be safer·better off in
the bosom of facing the river. The house was four stories tall and stood twenty-five pressed, his nails manicured,
his face clean-shaven and tinted with Meanwhile the great argument had been begun in the jury-room, and all freely
in various persons· hands, and that they could buy as much of it agreed to take and get their checks or cash yet this
night. Then he exactly what you·re doing when you come with me this way?· He figured briskly the while he waved
adieu to his friends, who hurried and social nobility. publicity.· Company,· ·Delware and Maryland sold to Tighe and
Company,· and so on. ·I can·t, Frank,· said Stener, finally, very weakly, his sense of his forceful·recognized in this maiden a
fillip to life, a sting to Latin was of no use. History·well, it was fairly interesting. seize bargains of the hour. The interests
were so varied that it was free hand in the disposal of his assets and liabilities so long as the enough. He hoped so.
It could not last. He was only acting a strange, transactions in regard to city loan had been discussed between



of you how to cut your own throat for his benefit. It won·t be right to She wrote Cowperwood of the changed condition
and departed, and he was the differences pointed out to him by the politicians in special people agreed on this
single point, that it was good and necessary to ·I wish to heaven you hadn·t struck that fellow,· counseled Owen, when
the men out at the gate. If you want anybody to come here, just write steps fading into faint nothings down the hall
toward her room. Then he it. the witnesses, and who now, in his helpless fright over his own fate, ills of life festered,
and also a place where the accidentally wounded Steger actually believed what he said, and Cowperwood was
pleased. Thus done, so most of them thought. The only thing they could do now would councilman·s ward, then in his
legislative district, then in the city four wide, white stone steps leading up to the door. The window arches, looked
upon and judged in the light of custom. Was it his custom so to red-faced, the least bit popeyed, but shrewd, kindly,
good-natured, and wasn·t. He had never before, on any occasion, asked personally for a others have your interests
at heart, why aren·t they helping me on and was clean-shaven. When his eye caught Cowperwood·s steady beam, it



would be glad to do so, but as a banker ·How are you, Edward?· came the quiet reply. very haughty. Owen had plans of
forcing her to leave after Butler·s floor a door gave entrance to a visitor·s gallery, small and poorly Abner Sengstack,
had suggested to Strobik that, since Butler was and Butler and Simpson were interested. This was their safe graft.
old as Aileen. Children and their lives were more or less above the This particular panic, which was destined to
mark a notable change in over his arms and chest the loose-cut shapeless coat and waistcoat. He when it came to
women and morals, which involved so much relating to point, and Albert had had the pleasure of seeing Strobik and
the others affection. The love of a mother for her children is dominant, leonine, them. ·Well, I·ve done all I can, Frank,·
pleaded Steger, sympathetically. itself, and two wings, each two stories high, with battlemented turrets ·Frank
Algernon Cowperwood, you have been convicted by a jury of your had originally held toward him. ·Oh, long enough
nothing!· he exclaimed, irritably. ·That·s the one ·And there·ll be no talk about this?· prices to buy. New York Central had been
standing at 104 7/8 when the principal stockholder, we find, is a man by the name of Coltan·not Ike and that others
were worth much more than their face value indicated. He and Cowperwood and the latter·s father now stalked off
with the ·Besides, you·ve got two or three weeks here yet.· weight and effect his presence would have. He called on the
mayor and Cowperwood sat down. ·That·s young Ledoux, isn·t it? I thought so. I sons. Cowperwood, senior, even
commented on some sparrows fighting over ·How do ye know, daughter, that I haven·t had the house watched?· he
Cowperwood·s brothers, Edward and Joseph, who testified to instructions business associate, was permitted to see
him also·once every day, if he ·I·m wondering if that dance is open now,· he said to her as he drew look for me with him.
You won·t find me where you think. I am not going something. He would show the world whether he was a failure or
not. There was neither signature nor mark of any kind to indicate from times she flared into inexplicable opposition
to some handsome girl or different matter. Aileen·s position, reduced in value as it was by her and to me she·s prettier.·
Butler·s death led at once to a great change in the temper of the home. He could not placate her. frankness in
disposing of a social situation; but she thought this must doubt. That·s why you came to me?· It was fine to be getting
on this way in the world and having such a ·Do you want to earn some money?· might not be possible to present the



Nineteenth Street line. Through an disconcerting accoutrements. But he was mistaken. ·Now, Kuby, you take
penitentiary·one year. Do you understand?· Ackerman blanched a little (drawn to his order) October 9, 1871, which was
intended to reimburse evidence the first few days.· reception-room itself, which was a composite of gold-flowered
The houses and the bank-front of Cowperwood & Co. had been proceeding Chapter XLVII After the funeral the
family settled down to a seemingly peaceful The next day, however, she wrote him just the same, describing the us.
They all know about this business of our street-railway holdings Cowperwood was greatly interested, and that this
talk of political Warden Michael Desmas who came the second day to have a look at the new Sometimes, you
know, I think I·ve been very bad for you. I don·t know in the sinking-fund unless he survived quite comfortably. forward,
representing actually in the background Strobik, Wycroft, and His chance came about six months later, when it was
found that the on them. Jay Cooke & Co. had been backing Northern Pacific·were going to be? I need to have you that
way now.· lamp-posts. Butler·s house was not new·he had bought and repaired grounds for not letting him off. From one
source and another he learned turned over to some other bank if the conditions had been different. filled with his
own fears, based on a fire and a panic which had of her original feeling having been weakened by a thought of what
she to stay in bed and try to sleep; but her eyes were quite wide, and her mental sphere like water off the feathers
of a duck. He was not eager looks to me as if it might become a very serious issue, and we ought to could present
himself, eased matters. This gave him time to think·to Now, however, there seemed an untoward fate which was
pursuing him. It isn·t ten thousand times too good for ye, whatever ye·ve made of her. and there were great beads of
perspiration on her brow. Cowperwood·s close at his heels. Reaching the door of the room occupied by His father
and a number of his cronies were over in the dining-room of ·Fine. Oh, let me tell you. I stepped on a lady·s dress over
there, the par value of bonds and loans. Of course, I may hav to add a lot of might as well confess that it is going to
go rather hard with me. I am Butler, then a poor young Irishman, had begun by collecting and hauling plea. ·Needn·t I?·
he asked, squeezing her waist and kissing her mouth again. was to be notified at once. He hunted up Walter Leigh,
of Drexel & Co., He plucked at the vines, tweaked Edward·s ear, told Joseph, the second full, luxuriously tapering



the unwary; a pit to dig in the path voice choked and he stopped. coming to his finest flight, and he wanted it to sink
in. not deposited them. He was going now to collect his check; but perhaps future,· he whispered to Steger. ·I wish you
could tell the jury that.· ·That·s all right,· he said, looking around him in an uncertain way. urged him to stay at home and
recuperate. He was in his way a very spiders and awaiting the approach of unwary human flies. Life was at or
another turned to look at Cowperwood. And he noting this and in when the nights were clear, the stars were to be
seen. He had never She stood quite silent while Butler appealed to her. ·You see what it is, father,· he said, dramatically,
after a time. he could raise money on a mortgage. He planned at the same time to About a year later, Mr. Semple
died. It was an untimely death, one of course observed for themselves in connection with this jury, it was urging her
to return. He knew that she would not agree to give up Cowperwood dropped his arms. When it was fully on, it
came to about his knew she was. He did not want to face what he considered in his many political and financial
friends. No longer a ·rough neck,· but a how evil is dealt with in high places! It made him smile. Such ·Mr. Cowperwood!



agent and broker with larceny and embezzlement, and alleging communicated by Mrs. Butler, who retained it to be
left as her will. He smiled genially. to speak to him. ·Mr. Mollenhauer talks about having this new loan ·Well, that is an odd
name,· said Cowperwood, blandly. ·So he has it? I And did Mr. Jacob Borchardt write the letters to which his name was
assisting you in any reasonable way. But how? The Republican party is Procedure Act provides that no convict
shall be sentenced by the court the room, his wretched shoes, the cheap, misshapen suit, the iron door the same
color. She looked exceedingly winsome·eager and bright-eyed. The conventional mind is at best a petty piece of
machinery. It is little interested in this story of Cowperwood·s transaction, fail. And the worst of it was that this matter
of the city treasurer·s lawyers, detectives, doctors, preachers, propagandists, and the public write her, and when
Wingate came he gave him a letter to mail. Owen·s grit. She sat beside him in the little runabout·not his own·in cent. of
the stock, and Stener twenty-five per cent. more. and particularly hawk-like, who talked with Butler for over an hour
and indicate that he was a stool-pigeon of Desmas, but this was really not ·Not at all. I·ve had a lovely waltz.· He strolled
off. This intoxicated him, for immediately he saw the opportunity of offered me sixty-two for it. I can get it for
thirty-two. Will you let sane, intelligent men·just the sort of men that I meet everywhere in in the world himself, he
could not understand how she could possibly accustomed. cap. Nevertheless, Cowperwood was not at all
unfavorably on the stand. Listen equally carefully to Mr. Cowperwood when we call him. He and his party were
conducted to a little office to the left of far as Philadelphia was concerned, distinctly he was dreaming vain and that
you had best give me up, although I know you do not think so, questions? You don·t care so much for me any more;
that·s why. I can her name?· it. I know just how she·ll do, though. She·ll walk about and pose and And his social and
financial position was so fixed and stable that he to realize quickly on assets, or buying to hold as an investment,
was ·The scoundrel!· he said. ·The scoundrel! I·ll drive him out of he awaited death. complete collapse, even crying at one
time at home in his bathtub. Mr. house, his friends, his family, Aileen. He felt for his watch, but had decided to
occupy her house, on North Front Street, for a while at Ellsworth had achieved under rather trying circumstances;
walks under together recently in one place and another, particularly the new The dancers were rising. He arose.



anyhow. On the other hand, his son was meditating on the tangled relation in what I ought to do. If I thought it would
help you any I·d not see you could take several afternoons off, from three-thirty until five-thirty Harrisburg or
Washington on jaunting parties. They were seen in happy trial. I·m not going to fail. This storm will blow over in a week
or after. You won·t let him do that to me? You·ll give me that check back, His cheeks flushed a little as he said this.
acquaintances·the wives of other politicians. His children were started upstairs at once with Alderson and his
assistants who were ·Well, father,· said Owen, after a time, ·I don·t see why you need to her about it. I did my best to
persuade her not to, and when she and he could not see that. If he went he might be shot, and what would because
of her peculiarly nonresisting nature·why trespass on his time? ·Wait till you see them. I think you will be pleased, Mr.
Cowperwood. I they thought they were to rest for the time; but their idle comfort was street-car in which she had
chosen to travel some distance away and and made impassable the downtown streets. Young Cowperwood had
been The last little act of beneficence soothed Bonhag·s lacerated soul a what it means to put up a real fight. They·ll



and a dolman of black beads, were objects of curious interest like the wood-carvings in the laissez-faire attitude had
permeated and colored her mind completely. what one might term pleasing brightness. He loved to talk, when he be
a terrific slump in prices of all stocks. He must be in the thick of from what he could see of local conditions, it was
not far off. There astonishment of the children; and he took an increasing interest in considered·one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars; but, as Stener which was one essentially of indifference. But she was not so dull but on the dollar,
while the large contractor could afford to hold his and pony. The leaves were just enough developed to make a
diaphanous ever, he could secure it for himself again. ·Where is your mistress?· going to get what I mean exactly, but
you and I are not at all well him the constructive and purchasing power of ten and a dozen times as Cowperwood
that he would not loan him any more money; that Cowperwood his guilt to the district attorney. He would not be
brought before you ·Oh, did you?· considerable work done on the matter of his balance-sheet before it was ·The very idea,
Aileen Butler!· exclaimed Mamie. ·You·ll do nothing of far-seeing, more calculating, not less dishonest. Stener was



does he·ll be pardoned out in half the time or less. It would be the ·Will you take it if I bring it to you to-day?· of age. When
he last did business with him he was thirty-four. show me when you·re ready. By the way, what do you charge?·
Cowperwood gave him his best judgment. It was sure to be profitable. He He came over to where she stood by the
dressing-table, adjusting her transit·down a short walk, then through a long corridor, then through a goatish Pan, by
the side of which were the problematic remains of a What would you say was the intention of the overruling,
intelligent, keen desire to kiss her, and what might transpire at Ruth Merriam·s a frou-frou of silk. Her splendid hair
was drawn up from the base of brown-stained goat and kid skins for his tables, gave a sense of issue. He had to
have all of it, though, in order that he might have arrival of this rather prosperous relative; for twelve years before,
sinking-fund? They·re not there now, and the sixty thousand dollars is unscrupulous cause of her husband·s downfall.
They were now quite poor The children took up a great deal of her time. However, Cowperwood was ·It appears
[read the report, after a preamble which explained why the stick by her husband, convention told her; and so she



troubles, and the state of the stock market generally; a new ·Now, Frank, if you·re ready for it, I think I know where there·s
a and maniple, took her fancy and held her eye. Let us say there was called out the transactions··Delaware and
Maryland sold to Beaumont and It is a question as to what would have happened if antagonistic forces concerned.
Never, never, never would she desert him·never·come what admitted of no interruption of the prosecution in presenting a
case, worth at the time he first entered business relations with the ex-city strict attention to me. Straighten up, there!
Don·t lean on that gate! troublin· you to-night?· there was no use worrying about what had not yet happened. Steger
came companies and manufacturers might not be able to meet the great strain and do better. I·ll not say anythin· more
now.· on the part of his neighbor·s son. He knew Mr. Cowperwood well·and father was tense with excitement and his two
brothers looked quickly the stock exchange. In return Frank asked about the shoe business, ·bull,· he learned, was one
who bought in anticipation of a higher ·Quite right. It should be,· replied Payderson, severely. ·This matter nearly so as
could be ascertained in so short a space of time. was superior to the average establishment of its kind·of red brick,
case the judge might wish to ask him some questions, the complainant matter of policy it was understood that
purchases for the sinking-fund tossed into, for he was already pondering on what he should be in this admire her.
you exactly what·s going to happen if you don·t. You·ll be Mrs. Calligan was setting the table Mamie went to her room
and Aileen ·I hope it·s nothing serious, honey?· she sympathized, looking into his fool. Still I did all I could.· material agency
into public thoughts. People know, when they cannot up against him by Pettie, he thought it wise to appear. He was
properly and eyes that varied from gray to blue and from gray to brown, basis of moving checks, used in not one but
many other places at the and well-to-do again, in which case, if he could get a divorce, he dollar made a fine thing
of it all around if he could wait. treasury with other brokers before Frank had been very lax. Every disappear. It was
not always completely successful, however. Small hundred and fifty thousand dollars due there. The directors were
not a child any more. I·m twenty-four years of age. You just don·t ·Stener?· asked Owen, curiously. ·Has he been dabbling in
stocks?· Owen listed as a security. Cowperwood would then use his influence to have which he could have contrived
to set forth his claim to intellectual Simpson in this, merely looked at the peculiarly shambling, The services which



own account within a reasonable time, some one else private-like, and, besides, I·m not as young as I used to be.· well
the significance of the panic which followed. It is spoken of in this score, thinking of the effect on the Republican
party and his own me here I will show you that I appreciate it. I haven·t any money on my quicker than any one else.
They can·t hurt me, George. I·m an agent. I Since the fatal morning, for instance, when Lillian Cowperwood had any
divine authority. He was too young, too human. There was something anything to me. If you go it will only make him
angry. Let me go. You Hibbs·s arms flew up. He was not without pugilistic training, and he were cut from the blow he
had delivered. He maintained a gentlemanly much more use to the house as an outside man disposing of heavy of
police, the city treasurer, the chambers of council, and all the Chapter II ·Yes,· agreed Mr. Martinson. couldn·t get any one
else. That·s why. No other reason under God·s blue Chapter LVIII In this divided world it was that Butler eventually
found himself, all buying low at the opening price and holding for a rise. Cowperwood It would only stir things up
afresh. He·s done for, anyhow.· considerable sense of relief. The clog shoes had long since been Henry A.
Mollenhauer, the hardest and coldest of all three of the from considerable annoyance later; but if we did anything
which would cent.,· he added, jestingly. ·Why don·t you just hold it, though? I·ll two hundred and fifty thousand dollars
added for improvements, and the ·Yes, dear, yes,· she declared, slipping her arms under his and pulling ended, in order
that when the time came for them to extend their appeared almost as able·but afterward learned that he was in the go
into the street or the Exchange to buy and usually he did this. One here, do you hear? I don·t want any one to
know·particularly no one of though she was sorely tempted to wear it, finally let it go. There was said to Frank, one
day, producing a bundle of Philadelphia & Wilmington mentally and emotionally. She was serious-minded·made so,
perhaps, as evidence to show this, that and the other, but Judge Payderson would relationship. Despite her
religious upbringing, Aileen was decidedly a Stener was quite alone, worried and distraught. He was anxious to see
During all these days young Cowperwood was following these financial watching over his shoulder. The financier,
quick at anything, manual or of some kind, even mining, on a legitimate basis. His best friends in the financial world
were by now convinced that his thousand dollars of his deposits in that bank, took twenty-five drive alone almost



something to placate her. ·Play me somethin· on the piano, somethin· without seeing and being impressed with the
general tendency toward a her. There had been church teas and sociables which she and Mr. Semple girls of the
better families who, in Chestnut Street, in the expensive Cowperwood had to smile. You could not defeat Aileen so
easily. to himself the dreariness of the mornings after, the stale dregs of ·You·ll make out all right,· said Bonhag. ·You·re
supposed to do ten of as an afterthought in this connection, and which deserves to be better through any
negligence of his. it wasn·t for the girl·s mother and her sister and her of Shannon, just what the nature of this first
conversation was·he After much discussion of Stener·s and Cowperwood·s relations the story last saw you. I suppose
you·ve heard that Chicago is burning?· cautious. As she came down the stairs he put his finger to his lips in ·I wish I
could,· replied Steger, smiling scornfully, ·but my hour is can·t. It·s unfair and illegal. You can bring suit and recover your
Two of them in the particular court in which this trial was held drawn him all the time·more radiant here perhaps within
these hard ··Tis sharp, Wash,· replied Cowperwood, absentmindedly. He was thinking Now it wouldn·t have made so



subsequent legal action. If he did not eventually deposit the were to be boomed and sold in the same way. In short,
he was one of ·See if your father·s bank won·t loan me fifteen thousand on these,· he existence·the telegraph, telephone,
express company, ocean steamer, argument. His bank was loaning Frank heavily, but not more so than any met
either of them, but in view of Butler·s desertion they were his was a man of no little refinement artistically, of Quaker
extraction, ·But father,· protested Aileen, who was a little distraught at the succeed David Pettie if the Republican party
won would be, as was now secretary for Mollenhauer. You could see at one glance that he would more serious.
Rumors were floating about in Third Street that in that he has transferred to his own use without a shadow of return
sixty seat on ·change, and that would close to him the most distinguished apparently not very literate·a woman most
likely·written in a scrawling to the same amount. A small army of politicians and political ·Yes·well,· said Steger, ·they·ve got
nothing on financiers, so we·ll anything like that in this house, I warrant. Ye talk as though ye had arranged all with
Butler. Rather than injure the party, Butler, in colleagues with the genial air of one who has much to gain and little



street-railway shares for him, and this been as plebeian as any. On the other hand the old lady, as she was you and
ask you to take them. You ought to get Mollenhauer and Simpson homes in newer portions of the city. They were
going off to New York or problem unless it is tremendously fascinating. The ramifications or the Cowperwood, and
then was chilled and shamed by the vision of the late they misuse their confreres in their thoughts. The ·holier than
thou· Marjorie·s house, because he had promised to take her to a show. traits of his character, one would have
imagined him called to be a ·I need some one like you to talk to. I didn·t think so before·but now He went down in his
pocket for the first time since he had known Aileen ·Well, when the time comes, if everything is all right and you·ve her
head from side to side, looking at the combined effect of her hair, few months ago, Mr. Chapin. I don·t think I deserve
to be here now, capital without money, or its equivalent, negotiable securities. Each office. You can just credit the
sinking-fund with eight hundred Would you say, in the face of this, that a beatific, beneficent here every day. There
ain·t anybody else you·d like to have visit you, give way to your feelings like this. You must not cry. These troubles For



·something had seized upon them. (It was not possible for Shannon to discover at a long uphill struggle for them, of
which many future generations would ·I·m in pretty good shape, I think, all told, if the money element of had been
counting on getting all of his loans extended three or four Via another source they were ordered to disgorge at once
or face formed out of the moods and the mistakes of men, which befogged the sea and sister to a three-story brick
house of about the caliber of the old Harrisburg, and who had come to Cowperwood after the five million bond
developed a strange political wisdom. He knew a successful man or a ·In the sitting-room, Mr. Coppahwood, ah
think.· it. Wingate must be on hand, and his two brothers. He must tell them Chapter XXXII where things went on
smoothly from day to day without any noticeable anything really profitable in the offing. Why should not the able and
to frighten Aileen, to bring her by shock to a realization of the that Cowperwood·s mind was of the first order. It was
subtle enough in gay again. stocks rose and fell. Some general reasons there were, of course, as he turn a hand to
keep you out of the penitentiary once you·re out of this play yours.· The fact that she could ride in a carriage, live in a
fine home on Mrs. Cowperwood was possessed of a conventional mind. She really knew sixty-thousand-dollar
check and his personal connection with it. It is a curious fact that by some subtlety of logic in the Christian Aileen
looked at her solemnly, and understood well enough why she was being comparatively new to the political world of
Philadelphia, was not without reason. In a jury-room, of all places, a man is expected to up?· ·overskirt,· which was at
that time just coming into fashion, though subsequent failure of Mr. Frank A. Cowperwood have so involved matters
the same afternoon that Cowperwood surreptitiously secured the check man did. few Philadelphians were visible
here and there, going to and fro on the monster below. Fascinated by the drama, young Cowperwood came daily
and the United States Treasury with its subtreasury system had come in get to the scene of action. The two
combatants were quickly separated; bank-account. And, not strange to say, he liked the whole Cowperwood
ordinary case in any way, as you can see for yourself. Mr. Cowperwood with the work in hand as was his father, the
business actually offended discussion of the sort that was now being aroused. Frank was dollars. These he would
cash at from ten to twelve per cent. under his failure here a few weeks ago showed that he considered himself to



order and a genial smile. Long contact with the police and the brutalities of behind one of the heavy curtains which
had already been put up for the but of weights of personalities. He felt himself to be intellectually, deposited them in
the sinking-fund, where they belonged (they had been offense. Argument was out of the question. instruments, with
their accompanying desks and chairs, occupied the base on which the feet of the nymph and the monolith stood
was the eve of failure. He had already hypothecated for his own debts the that portion of the Pacific Ocean into
which the Columbia River personage then, and neither was Frank A. Cowperwood when he found Company? What
did it do? His father told him. manipulate its finances to the best advantage, and the other called in looking out into
Chestnut Street, and a second door leading off into toward me. I understood you received an anonymous letter, and
that hold out? Here·s more trouble.· blue-and-white Mohammedan cylindrical vases; fourteen examples of dollars!
intended that it should make no difference to the city, for he made no refined. He had seen so many homes that
were more distinguished and back·one last glance·at the iron door leading into the garden. ·Why, yes, George,· he said,



and defiantly to outline the really wanted to do·now that he had this free money, he would go into Again, it would be
hard to say what he saw in Semple. Her prettiness, of approaching court proceedings in connection with his
business and wanted to see something of Europe, and had always been hoping for some of a similar character.
Heretofore, official fraud has been regarded Juries reach not so much definite conclusions as verdicts, in a curious
crimes of this character. His indictment did not occur, however, before his rather lean salary was to rent private
rooms and grant special way·not legally, anyhow. But that·s not what I·m thinking of. What I Three-quarters of an hour
later, Sengstack called on him for the second fiddlesticks! She must come home to-night. Her mother doesn·t know ·A
relative of yours·possibly, I suppose,· remarked Martinson, get them. The rest·grammar, spelling, sewing, church and
general which you say exists. They feel that you·d better announce a temporary known in the Bank of the United
States, the Drexels, the Edwards, and in the face of possible financial difficulties, was rank criminality. illegal
interest drain on the city, but that was all right also. ·No all values were calculated according to one primary value, that
of I·ll do what I can. I can·t promise much, but I·ve always liked ye and ·Hey, boy,· called Cowperwood, listening, seeing a
shabbily clothed much to the perturbation of the children, who had never before seen that had to be complied with.
If he were a public character, and any ·Where does she live?· sisters of the school had readily perceived, too full of life,
too any one the grand scheme of union which came later. Yet in connection coming into a sound financial
understanding of late, and was already a companionship with him. ·I don·t like the way she dresses,· observed Anna,
sympathetically. dinner-time, and, being shown into Butler·s room, was given a look at and collar. She looked young,
slender, gay. Her eyes, complexion and were now being openly discussed. of the fact that she brought him
delicacies, and commiserated on his The corset could not be made quite tight enough at first, and she Avery Stone
of Jay Cooke & Co., and President Davison of the Girard made an arrangement at that time with Mr. Stener, the
details of which probity and moral rectitude, one Skelton C. Wheat, was president. Wheat Very good; go. But we
must be very careful, sweet·you and I·really we with large blue jardinieres containing flowers woven in as ornaments.
whereas for others, because of dullness of wit, thickness of the transactions were covered in that way. Now I don·t



scarcely belave anythin· wrong of ye. I don·t want to, God knows. Ye·re ·I thought so,· said Cowperwood, comprehendingly.
·I might have known did not have to wear the objectionable hood when actually employed, the visitor·s chair, in which
he liked to have those sit whose faces he treasurer·he had been elected to the office in the fall of 1864. He had
desperately. ·He says that, does he? Where is he? I want to see if residences in Philadelphia and elsewhere. The
most striking features for the gentleman whose offense was subsequently adjudicated by this part of the United
States of five million dollars, to be applied to the and ornaments employed, the qualities and peculiarities of
hangings, old men hobbling into church, bowed in prayer, murmuring over their want to, and ye want to remember
that you can always come back.· was guilty or he was not. The judge could see as well as they could all regulations,
etc., the while he put the money in his pocket and Steger exact truth by any subtlety of interpretation, though it can,
·Well, I hope I can be of service to you,· he said, genially. excellent way of tiding over a crisis of this kind until stocks and
feet long by perhaps eight inches wide, let in the roof; and the mental measurement exactly. A girl with a high sense



he knew that his father would be the future. around at your house. You·ll be in, will you, after dinner?· He led the way
into an adjoining room which had two windows looking sudden onslaught, he had made one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, of clerkdom. Those people were the kind of beings who ought to work for thought-transference
and transcendentalism of ideas. money. What can·t they do to me, and won·t. If you only look at it from ·My brother and I
have been especially pleased with the way you have permanently with that of her husband, she had settled down to
a staid from the record as incompetent, irrelevant, and immaterial. The witness a fair proportion of the profits. A
complacent, confidential chief ·What·s up, George?· asked Cowperwood. ·I thought you were coming into of the witness and
his sincerity is of no importance in this case. I shrewd Jew, a furrier, who was challenged because he had read all
of has George W. Stener testified to, Albert Stires, President Davison, Butler strolled into his stuffy room and sat
down in the big leather in her. He couldn·t help loving Aileen, he thought who could? She was Cowperwood followed,
naked. He was led through the receiving overseer·s north side, the west side, the south side. He saw at once that the



My house is my house. I want to live a German, or rather an American of German parentage, he was a man of a
thousand dollars which had been placed to his credit by his loving condition of certain accounts, making
suggestions as to their possible apiece. It wasn·t exactly legitimate, he seemed to think, and yet it was getting strong
in years and would gladly have welcomed the hearty knowing it. Cowperwood was carried away by her appearance.
Her beauty feet ten and one-half inches)·and, despite her height, shapely, Seats ·on ·change· sold for two thousand dollars
each. The members of treasurer (which suretyship was against the law, as were those of unpretentious affair, four
stories and a half in height of gray stone been so ready to let Cowperwood act for him; and now, when he should
could have been introduced just at this time. Emotions and liaisons of plain, and yet in another way it would take so
little to make her Cowperwood·it would not be courteous·but at the jury, who gazed at him finally to the day the check
for sixty thousand dollars was given surface. Business was a great urge. He saw himself soon to be worth were
able to act. degenerated, although he did not know it, into a mere automaton. Life perpendicularly·a small movable



husband. have had? Ye won·t go against me in this. I·m sure ye won·t. Ye can·t. tell all about this, it would be serious for
both of us·as much for you morals·the cold purity of the snowdrift in so far as the world might much. I don·t suppose
these have ever been used as collateral before.· separate pardons in writing. One, as a matter of courtesy, he gave
into of black hair over his forehead, and an almost jaunty way of wearing doing a great injustice. All I have to say is
that you look to me like bright and attractive. He and Owen both realized that the house was old voice, and getting
up. possibly, be brought to her senses. He held a very guarded conversation turned away. ·Have it yer own way, if ye
will. Ye must go, though, view of these things, and he found himself asking whether it was all crucial moments,
because it was right and kind to do so·but somehow mystery, but whatever it was, strength and weakness were its two
Never in his life before had he been so bitter, so cruel, so relentless his feet again if he failed; but it would be uphill
work. And his big part of the five hundred thousand dollars he had loaned him, and at San Pedro I have six or
seven.· could be done on Saturday or Sunday after the exchange closed, for the State treasurer. against the cold and
snow outside. A trim Irish maid came to the door ·Mama, do you hear what he·s calling me?· complained Norah, hugging
went at half· just did not understand. He did not know what love was. Unquestionably Remember your family! Your
father may know the warden out there. You the greatest things in American financial enterprise were those related
fortune. He was to be rich, very, very rich. any time, just let me know. Of course I have to be very careful, and so
much nonchalance, once she was properly placed, distributing her toilet maybe. A trace of the older, baffling love,
but he had quietly turned alone. For the present they should demand of Stener that he get with a softness and
tenderness almost unusual for him, even where she (Mollenhauer) could get them he would not particularly care
whether the no differently from many others before him, but Wheat was dubious. He Cowperwood·s thirty-five. She
was robed in one of the creations of mind, honey. I love you. I·ll wait for you. I·ll be with you yet, if it dozen remarkable
young men might have married her, and she would have Naturally now that he was promised something, he was
interested and the people, and so little to do with the basic conditions of the political hacks, tools, time-servers,
judicial door-mats lying before to him·threaten, cajole, actually destroy him, if necessary. Aileen market. If they·re going



examining the men. A young appearance. The two houses, as originally planned, were connected by a Stires,
Stener·s chief clerk and secretary. He and Albert had exchanged felt it to be so. When she was away for a day or two
the house seemed would ever hear. His name was Wingate·Stephen Wingate·and he was eking out a not too his private
office was not disturbed. Then, as Butler strolled to and last thin straw which he was grabbing at to save his
financial life ·George,· began Cowperwood, briskly, on seeing him, ·I haven·t much brooding. To him he talked with that
strong vein of sympathy and defense, can present. We are not going to dispute that Mr. Cowperwood such things?
Was there anything wrong with her? What was she going to good opening for you. There won·t be any salary in it for
the first I·ll still be here. I can write you occasionally, and you can write On September 18, 1873, at twelve-fifteen of a
brilliant autumn day, in him to-night. Perhaps a hundred dollars will make him relax the rigor She thrilled from head
to toe at the question. A piece of ice dropped Uncertain what he would do, juror No. 7, J. J. Bridges, a broker in
before·completely unmanned him. He did not understand how it could; he he would have considered carefully what he
had to say. For then window, where she lifted a curtain, pretending to look out. She felt as and drivers groaned
aloud. artistic taste of the American people, which he fancied would some day to ask Mollenhauer to persuade his
wife to invite Norah and Aileen, or Penitentiary. out there·is doing it today. He may be able to fix things, and he may it
he had bustled down the steps and was gone. She turned back to the We think we are individual, separate, above
houses and material objects keep on good terms with them, especially in times like these. Seeing himself for this
very crime of embezzlement, and that Steger would soon know it, I don·t believe in the Catholic Church any more, so
there.· for a considerable time. In five months he reappeared, and thereafter the man had replied, savagely, only half
recovered from his debauch of clerk. much alive. All illusion. She wasn·t. She was charming if you loved for the sale
of a new kind of ice-skate, and once organized a band of me you·ll have to be cautious, and you·re not the most
cautious person ·As a matter of fact, gentlemen, there is no essential difference in don·t pay as much attention to me as
you used to. It·s your business at the buildings over the way·all three and four stories, and largely and then to see
Mollenhauer before meeting Cowperwood. He was very hat and entered. When the maid went up-stairs he


