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the class

You may choose to invpstigate any religious tradition that we cover in the course.
Traditions not covered in class may not be used for your final project.

Papers and presen{atio_ns_ must be grounded in the theoretical frameworks of the
phen9r}1enology of religion—engaging the phenomenological methods, categories, and
definitions that have been the focus of the course.

eldwork, Research, and Interpretation

Student must attend at lgast one traditional service at a religious site (e.g., church, temple,
mosque, synagogue), or interview a spiritual leader within a specific religious tradition at
the religious site that they are affiliated with. While not compulsory, students who wish
to enhance their research project should do both. This might be easily done if you can
schedule a meeting with the spiritual leader on the day of the service.

Special religious events, such as a Passover Seder dinner in the Jewish tradition, are also
acceptable fieldwork options, and could provide rich opportunities to experience the
tradition in a more intimate and relational environment. If you would like to attend a
special religious event instead of a traditional service or interview, you must confirm the

event with the professor before going forward with your project.

Student should prepare for the fieldwork project by utilizing the resources on Blackboard
in the Course Content file. It is recommended that you familiarize yourself more deeply

with the specific tradition by means of the video and/or textual resources.

Student should engage in fieldwork using the phenomenological method—(i) employing
the attitudinal phases of epoché, empathetic interpolation, and methodological
agnosticism, and (ii) take detailed notes describing the religious phenomena one is
observing and/or the ideas presented within the course of an interview.

Using fieldwork notes, students should interpret the phenomena using the categories of
religious phenomena as learned from the Cox text, An Introduction to the
Phenomenology of Religion—myth, ritual, religious practitioners, scripture, morality, and
belief. How you wish to organize the paper or presentation is up to you. I recommend that
you focus on one or two primary phenomenological categories and, if desired, introduce

other categories as being related to your primary area(s) of focus.

Papers and presentations must engage the two texts we have read for class in some
fashion—Cox, An Introduction to the Phenomenology of Religion and Huyst on Smith, The

World’s Religions. For a high-level grade, it is recommended that papers and
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Papers
* Papers are to be 6-8 pages in length, double-spaced, using 12-point Times New R0
font. They must include in-text citations and bibliography.

A short, one paragraph abstract must be submitted to Blackboard by the final day of
class, and final papers are due on May 10, 4:15pm.
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