i Theory and Practice
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@ b?ttef;: £ a different opinion, it 18 because they know only their own side
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a% . As elegant and straightforward as edgfﬂ tai:ian approach @ght appear,
Nuga”r here afe few puZZIC§ that pose UL S el for applying it. How, for
ber%e ! Jmple, i5 2 moral thmkej:' to deFeFﬂnne whic?h consequences are relevant
: Jaib 2 ex he calculation of a choice’s utility and which ones are not? Should we

11309@ t(;ﬁﬁﬂe our thinking only to actual consequences, or also consider
es%(lr liypothetiCﬂl results? Should we .co'nﬁne our deliberations to immediate
Ppinesﬂ cesults, Of must we extend ogr t].rupkmg to the longest term possible? Does
lottj,s he requirement that each individual’s concerns count equally make it
lafgee difficult to differeﬂti-ate among relevant gnd irrelevant consequences and
'iﬂes; «takeholders? There is still quite a lot of disagreement on these points (and
0, many others), and 1 do‘ not propose to settle matters here. Many later
; : consequentialists also point out that there is much more to the human good
. b than simple pleasures and pains. The notion of human well-being or welfare
i must itself be just as complex as human beings are, and may include
I concerns that, while not obviously connected to pleasure or pain, ate
; nonetheless  vitally important. For this reason, contemporary
r consequentialists tend to argue in terms of broader conceptions of human

welfare or flourishing rather than relying on the simpler utilitarian

pleasure/ pain calculus. & |
There is a further problem for consequentialists of all stripes: to what

should we apply the principle of utility? If we apply the pfiflciple- of utility
‘o individual choices or actions (a position called act utilitarianism o; act
consequentialism), we may inadvertently miss cases in which acceptable short-

ences. In
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