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The cen.tralhtheme that comes up over and over again in Hughes’ poems is the reality of a huge divide between what life was like for a white person versus a black
person in the 1920s-1960s. In order to really engage with his poems, you have to try to put yourself in his shoes. He wrote for a black audience, but he also wrote in

the hopes that white people would read his poems and start to do the work necessary to move toward ending racist institutions in America

Assignment 13

Answer the following questions with at least a paragraph for each question.

'2 How is the staircase different for white people than it is for her?

1 What is the mother telling the son in “Mother to Son
" in “l, Too”? Why do you think this poem was so controversial when it was

2. What does Hughes mean when he says “Tomorrow, / I'll be at the table
published in 19257

3. What is Hughes saying in
4 In “Theme for English B” Hughes writes about

“Democracy’? Who do you think is telling him to wait? What is the emotional tone of this poem?
how he defines himself. What statement is he trying to make through this poem?



