Preschool, Kindergarten, and School-Age Activity:
Sew a Shape. Trim the raised edges off plastic foam
trays. Cut each into a different geometric shape.
Sturdy cardboard could also be used. Use a hole punch
to carefully punch an inner outline of the shape.
Encourage children to sew the shape by following
the line of holes outlining the shape. They can use a
shoelace or thick yarn rather than thread. Use a large
Plastic needle, or tape the beginning end to get it
through the holes. Tie a large knot, button, or bead at
the end so that it will not pull through. Some children
will sew with an over-under, in-and-out motion as one
would do with needle and thread. Others may prefer to
loop or lace around the edge.
‘ A piece of pegboard with the outline of a shape
[ drawn through the holes could also be used. The chil-

dren could use 80If tees rather than yarn to complete
the shape outline,

Preschool, Kindergarten, and School-Age Activity:
Safety Shape. An awareness of shape serves many
purposes beyond mere aesthetic beauty. Different shapes
are used on signs that help people live, walk, and drive
safely. The same is true for colors. Even if one cannot
read a sign, the shape and color tell us what to do. Take a
short neighborhood walk and look for safety signs, such
as STOP. Safety shapes include the octagon, triangle,
diamond, and circle. Children may want to make red,
green, and yellow circles and paste them in the proper
order against a black background to make a traffic light,
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Toddler, Preschool, Kindergarten, and School-Age
Activity: Shape Stamps. Children enjoy placing objects
on an inked stamp pad and stamping that impression on
a piece of paper. Find items that have round, square,
rectangular, and triangular shapes. The round edge of
a plastic hair roller s ideal for a round shape. Find hair
rollers in different sizes. Encourage children to Creatively
combine the shapes into a design or picture.

Preschool, Kindergarten, and School-Age Activity:
Shape Spatter Paint. Cut geometric shapes out of
sturdy cardboard. Place a sheet of paper into the lid
of a box. Place one shape on the paper. Place a thin
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card games, including old maid, rummy, hearts,
and go fish

Browse through a toy store website or catalogue,
noting board games and manipulative materials. Then,
creatively adapt your own versions.
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Children can be challenged to find different ways to
classify an array of cards. Index cards can be grouped
on the basis of color, shape, and size. Older children
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will enjoy playing with a tota] deck of 12 cards per * slig,
color. For example, E ! §om
Red: circle, square, rectangle, triangle; small, medium, 8 ol
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Using this formula for each of the three primary
colors makes a deck of 36 cards.




