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CHAPTER 6 The Bummotm ‘

length, width, and weight. They also have their
personality. Lines can be: : : own
® long or short (length).
® tall or short (height).
® thick, fat, heavy; or thin, skinny, light (weight).
Heavy lines may convey a feeling of force, weight,
boldness, or strength. Thin lines may add a deli-
cate, light, or timid touch.
® big or little (size).
® horizontal, vertical, or diagonal (direction).
Horizontal lines suggest calm, quiet, and a sleep-
ing, restful position. Vertical lines suggest stability
and strength. Think of the lighthouse in the mid-
dle of the sea, an upright steel girder, or a rocket
blasting off. Diagonal lines suggest tension and
activity, as in climbing uphill or skiing downhill.

hen 1g ¢ artshsvaitlic sy ® forward or backward (direction).
criteria or artistic elements, These incly e ® to the right or the left (direction).
e line ® continuous; or broken, dotted.
® color ® open or closed.
e shape ® jagged or smooth.
® mass or volume Sopdiicmed o imegular
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® pattern Zigzag lines suggest energy, as in a bolt of lightning.
® space @ controlled, or uncontrolled and spontaneous.
® balance @ dark or light.
® texture ® parallel or perpendicular, intersecting or crossed.
Each of these is explained and illustrated with activ- ¢ fast or slow.
ities. Some are discussed fuirther in Chapter 8, Sensory @ plain or fancy.
Experiences. Please refer i # C for books on the @ sharp or soft.

artistic elements—=%izi-, -

73, in particular. :
@ MGy Following are activities to help children

learn about lines.
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] ; ; Kindergarten and School-Age Activity: Line
Whatisa line? A line: Design. Children can make abstract line designs
® is a visible mark made by an artistic tool, such as using string and a frame. Secure a wooden picture
a crayon, moved across a surface, such as paper. frame. Hammer small nails a few inches apait around
: ; A the frame. By pulling the string taut from nail to
& ientuationiofa ol nail, children create line designs. Different colors of
¢ usually suggests direction, movement, rhythm, or yarn add the element of color to the linear design. A
form. cardboard frame can also be used. Cut 1-inch-long slits
® does not exist in nature. Nature produces edges. on all four sides. Encourage children to connect the
Artists produce lines to represent edges. slits with yarn. The result will be a line design.
® helps the artist define shapes and contours or rep- Proschool. Iinderzarten and Skl Rée Aetivity
resent edges. Dancing Lines. This activity is a variation of drawing to
® is something we use to make letters, words, num- music. Play a short passage of music, and ask the children
bers, symbols, and signs. to respond by making a line with a marker, crayon, or

paintbrush. For example, a march could suggest a

; : i nt ways. Lines
Lines can be used in many differe 2 forceful, patterned up-and-down line. A waterfall could

have their own dimensions, including size, direction,




