placed within the DTM, but not every stage of the model has a country that meets its specific
definition. For example, there are currently no countries in Stage 1, nor are there any countries in
Stage 5, but the potential is there for movement in the future.

What are the stages of the Demographic Transition Model?

In Stage 1, which applied to most of the world before the Industrial Revolution, both birth rates
and death rates are high. As a result, population size remains fairly constant but can have major
swings with events such as wars or pandemics.

In Stage 2, the introduction of modern medicine lowers death rates, especially among children,
while birth rates remain high; the result is rapid population growth. Many of the least developed

countries today are in Stage 2.
1 Stage 3, birth rates gradually decrease, usually as a result of improved economic conditions,

ase in women'’s status, and access to contraception. Population growth continues, but at a

. Most developing countries are in Stage 3.



