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1. Christian Wilhelm von Dohm (1751-1820),

~ German scholar in constitutional law, statistics
~and modern history; active in the Enlightenment

. circles of Berlin, where he befriended Moses Men-

_ delssohn. (See documents 11 and 12 in this chap-

_ ter.)In 1779 he assumed a position in the Prussian

. government, serving as the registrar of the secret
~ archives and as coundillor in the Department of

Foreign Affairs. The title of Dohm's essay may
also be translated as “On the Civil Improvement
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of the Jews." This translation
argument that an amelioratio

ctatus would bring about the “desired” improve-

ment in their public morality, Dohm's plea for ad-
mitting the Jews to citizenship, which he wrote at
the behest of Mendelssohn, coincided with the
reform of Joseph II, the emperor of Austria, and
thus helped give focus to the ensuing debate
throughout Europe on the desirability of granting
the Jews civil parity. | it R
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OSEPH II

~ Edict of Tolera

, Joseph the Second by the Grace of God,
| Roman Emperor, at all times the En-

' King of Germany, Hun-
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