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ciples and abolish the mutual antipathy
which is only nourished by persecution. L

Certainly, the Jew will not be prevented by
his religion from being a good citizen, ifonly
the government will give him a citizen’s
rights. Either his religion contains nothing
contrary to the duties of a citizen, or such '
tenets can easily be abolished by political
and legal regulations.

One might oppose to all these reasons the
general experience of our states of the politi-
cal harmfulness of the Jews, intending to
justify the harsh way our governments are
dealing with them by the assertion that the
character and spirit of this nation is so unfor-
tunately formed that on this ground they
cannot be accepted with quite equal rights in
any civil society. Indeed, quite often in life I
one hears this assertion that the character of
the Jews is so corrupt that only the most
restricting and severest regimentation can
render them harmless. To these unfortu-
nates, it is said, has been transmitted from
their ancestors, if not through their most an-
cient law, then through their oral tradition
and the later sophistic conclusions of the
rabbis, such a bitter hatred of all who do not
belong to their tribe, that they are unable ta
get used to looking at them as members of a
common civil society with equal rights. The
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