"Does this bother you? It should. We've spent over 400 years fighting for the right to have a voice. Is this how we'll use
it? More importantly, is this how we'll teach our children to use it? If we expect more of them, we must not throw our
hands in the air and agree with those who say our children cannot be taught. By now, you've probably heard about
Ebonics (aka black [sic] English). And if you think it's become a controversy because white America doesn't want us
messing with their precious language, don't. White America couldn't care less what we do to segregate ourselves.

The fact is language is power. And we can't take that power away from our children with Ebonics. Would Dr. Martin
Luther King, Malcolm X, and all the others who paid the price of obtaining our voice with the currency of their lives
embrace this? If you haven't used your voice lately, consider this an invitation."

("SPEAK OUT AGAINST EBONICS", The National Head Start Association, 1651 Prince Street, Alexandria, VA 22314, The
New York Times, October 9, 1998, A19 [National Edition])



