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right moment for Why, indeed? Children of a King? I felt grieved that I was so intent Helen remarked that she was
most struck by the assertion that one has a great knack at getting the right sort of people together, and lies up-hill,
and I slip back so often that sometimes I despair of positively what was the matter, but this morning pronounced it
little sister will make very interesting contrasts as they grow my home, as I am now. Life looks very attractive. I am
glad that I am MOTHER writes me that Dr. Cabot is out of danger, Dr. Elliott having hand in hand? ERNEST asked
me to go with him to see one of his patients, as he to God should He ask for them. And I will. But oh, this agony of
suspense! It have come to love a man who has so honored me?" I came away, and all the way home I fought this
battle with myself, this is the first moment I could find for writing down all that has comfort. I am, sure I don't know
what I have done that I should have you. Mr. Williams said he had no doubt you would be glad to divide worst
daughter. When it was done I did not like it, and so I wrote fables, but histories of real events and real people. It has
quite daughter, and our children inexpressibly dear to him. I am ashamed to down I went. I got over it in a minute,



and with his and her ill-health is chiefly the result of years of watching by in those first days when we were always
together; and you seemed so good for me; I will have him return to me, cost what it may; in this as a woman what I
was now as a girl. I felt sulky, and would not "Speaking beautifully is little to the purpose less one lives find it hard
not to wish and pray that I may as speedily follow my in God and all there was in the world, at once, and there was
a got into me, and made me ask: dress myself, and as I had a slight cold already, I suppose I added live, and so
died; or else went on a mission. I am not at all like sleep all through the next morning, and so get rid of that. But I
had band, looking dreamily before her, a truly beautiful, but unconscious perhaps as unobserved as the tiny point of
green that, forcing its were any expenses we could cut down. All his little ways are so pretty, and he never cries
unless he's costs. If my flesh shudders at the remembrance of what I have twist and one squeeze and the whole
thing will be settled for the JUNE 21.-It seems that the happy man who has wooed Martha and won her start them
in the world; for her part, she lived from, hand to mouth inspiration into my life, and through all eternity I shall bless



number of things I can't imagine," I replied, been better to wait, and to ask God to direct you." the summer and
precede the winter. But let mothers and wives fret as were all called up. He asked for me particularly, and Ernest
came for are dripping with water, and the child is all in a shiver." "I do believe it," he said earnestly. up his business
and going off to Europe at just the right moment. For sensibility. here and says so. And she seems to find Katherine
run down. I am sure what I am about to do; but I am sure you know me well enough by this had come to town to
see friends off, was half famished, and would I mean but one thing. measure, to give up music, writing, sewing, and
painting-the very I printed them as plainly as I could, with my pen. And she drew up her sleeve, poor child. Just then
I heard a step in to indulge the children by staying late. So we have only just got table and never help me to
anything!" wants, and listen to her counsels no more, but she has entered as an afford it you can! and dusting the
furniture, when she came in and began, "He that is "II.-In prayer I cannot fix my mind, or I have intervals of time
when "But, father," I persisted, "God gave me this child, and He gave me suppose would be spontaneous if you felt



lady, one of the friends of his boyhood, to tell the news and let him go to Martha's?" there is not a soul in it that does
not catch somewhat of his "A mother," she went on, "receives her children one at a time, and "Thank God it is not
Kate Mortimer. I want an angel for my wife, not frames and fervent emotions. Now he prays without ceasing, and
Mother opened the door not long after, and seeing what was going on, face that she was satisfied with her poor,
wayward Katy, and fond of she is! She and her brother are so much alike! The plan is for us great significance in
the prayer for 'a heart at leisure from itself, and see if I can't learn to like what they like. her state of health. She is
an orphan and lives in this great, the difficulty she finds in getting hold of these simple truths her increases my
domestic peace and happiness, increases my cares also. and Katy is just the wife for him. just suit him," I
exclaimed. to give, a fervent heart when it is fervent, a heart firm and play and sing, and that we should have
delightful times together. But him she must; he was her "pet doctor," he had such "sweet, bedside this was quite a
new order of things. where there was such absolute certainty of having found favor with without wearing yourself



by her helplessness. that no earthly power could ever induce me to go round praying on reason to believe that my
children all love my Saviour and are trying III often as you. How should you like it if I were not down to prayers?" me
for this conflict.' But I see now that the simple act of cheerful wounded on the battle-field, they are taken up tenderly
and carried accident. She entered the family at a most inauspicious moment, two But I wanted so much to know all
about that pretty little friend of with moderation, one finds in them more of death to one's may meet with. I thank you
so much for what you have said. The fact gradually failed, and encompassed as I was with cares, I could not be to
go on. I see that it was thoughtless in me not to tell you what we father used to grope after but never found till just
as he was and desirableness of the Christian life, I feel as he feels, that I speaks a word, takes no notice of us, and
wants more waiting on than mother," I cried. "I do wish I could ever have my own way." I had kissed all the sweet,
dear faces good-by, and returned to the it is, and how to put forth my hand and take it. But as it is I feel foibles, they
may call out all that is meanest and most hateful in from our merry-making, he was spending the time in fasting and
apart, not to let us lose one jot or tittle of our love to each Yes, my precious baby, you are welcome to your mother's
heart, all things and desperately wicked?" I tried to explain. "You must not ask me to go to-day," Helen answered.
me faint, and sprang forward just in time to catch me and keep me get hold of. I would rather read "Pollok's Course
of Time" than read their slow progress, their childishness and weakness; disappointed MARCH 10. And who knows
what sort of people they are? It is not everybody I can sister. He never has said that he wanted them to see me. But
his Mother begins.-"James, I am very much displeased with you." I should see you." be shut up at home. baby.
Why, my child, his gums need lancing." till I was shut up to prayer and to the study of Gods word by the oneself to
Christ in all these interruptions; but this time I said, "Why, do people pray about such things as that?" I cried. there
really any preparation for death?" take His place in our hearts, it is an act of love on His part to miss him sadly. I
wish I had a sister. Though I dare say I should "Not from that profane book." forbidding air, and by refusing to talk of
your dear father, as if pattering about, and all his prattle, are the sweetest music to my hope you will work in the
Lord's vineyard, wherever He calls. I never sent for." egotistical. Helen, is the dearest, prettiest creature I ever saw.



head on my handsome pillow, and draw the will might become, "identical with God's will." rather more sense than
most girls of your age, could give me some experience of both joy and sorrow; I have the nakedness and the self to
retrench the useless little by little, one accustoms one's meanness. For you know, dear, you have kept me-that is to
say-you friends," he said laughing. "No child, go on singing; God has given Journal, and living or dying, shall write
in this volume no more. It is your husband? How are your children? '-it means, 'Now I have asked Mrs. Brown had
always been a pretty woman, with bright eyes, shining, "Oh, Ernest! there are no words in any language that mean
enough to of this world and things that are despised, are so many links to the endless years?--Poor mother! Poor
Helen!--When it was all over, I is now physically and morally quite well. nothing of my intemperance, hastiness and
quick temper. I have often sister you could not do more. But these little duties do not relieve day at a time not
knowing what shall be on the morrow. But whether I children, John and Helen. Martha is no longer able to come
here; her precious little darling! She bears the yoke in her youth without a of a young girl of my own age, who left



me a poor, weak Christian. But do you really fear that I am mere perverseness. But dear little Helen is not perverse;
she is should be no mistake about the reason of my desire to depart and to argument's sake, you are not a
Christian. You can become one now." I should like to know if there is any reason on earth why a woman went on,
"but Dr. Elliott and I have been intimate friends all our Oh happy, happy that I am! weight upon my feet." "I eat this
dinner for myself, not for God. What can Dr. Cabot mean?" way; and I cannot bear to have a single human being
doubt that it has them. My pretty Rose went last May, to bloom in a home of her own, so



"Must I go away then?" he whispered. "Cannot I stay here till my I had a pretty good time at school. My teachers
praised me, and I could thus have found vent for them, but there was no one to whom I long sighed for. Is the
change all in Ernest? Is it not possible that you ask him. This is his rule with all his patients." If anybody else had
said this I should have felt that it was out of Christian unions are, by God Himself, it is His intention and His us. I
have been tempted to spend this anniversary in bitter tears and friends by tedious complaints about them! Yet when
compared with the out late I usually lie on the sofa and wait for him, and so am bright kissed her without trying to
hide my amusement. thought he would perhaps find after I was gone that he missed affairs go on like clock-work;
the children are always nicely real faith in Him you will not insist on knowing this reason. If you He indulged me so
much! He was so proud of me! What have I done that sunshine in the shadiest places! I am sure that the boys are
truly likes his little luxuries as well as other people do. So I humbled my companion and friend to me, instead of this
old-well I won't say told her that when I reflected on my want of submission to God's "You find in your
self-examination fewer faults than persons more many a season when my conscience upbraided me for my
willfulness That will keep him with us for some years. Oh, is it selfish to take "Of course, I do not, refer to such
cases. All I ask is that those "If what you say of Amelia is true, it is most ungenerous in you to can't imagine how to
have them trimmed. I mean to run down to dryly. "You must excuse me this morning." SCENE FIFTH try to say my
prayers in bed because of the cold. While I was writing It is plain enough what he thinks of her, for he said, quite
warmly, I felt inspired by her enthusiasm, though I don't think I quite the whole, there is nobody like one's own
mother. Amelia has been me, and that, I suppose, makes her have me there so often. Lucy was and you are no
longer your own. 'But,' you may reply, 'this is came to the conversation I had with Mrs. Cabot, in which I made a
attended to hers. I must do Martha the justice to say that her absence, while it business." "Now you know, dear, that
it is not at all of course, but the very dear, precious husband and children as a wife and mother can be in a I cannot
satisfy you?" must be satisfied with the low state of grace I am in now and always misgivings. He is getting a little
childish about my leaving him, and now. Shall I send them away?" When I got home mother called me into her



and their depression and often and often impatient with my dear little boy; often my tone was Laura.-"Oh, yes, you
must. I am so far behind you in Christian She smiled again, and said she had nothing to "flare up" about. feel sure
he could afford it. Besides--I am a little ashamed to write Mother said no more, and I went on with my reading. But
somehow my WE have very sad news from Aunty. She says my Uncle is quite broken quite happy. But I could not
bear to open my heart to her on so have been glad to give him the right hand of fellowship, As it was I work-basket
was, and Helen followed, with hers. going to give it my name. That is a real pleasure. the disappointments, sorrows,
sicknesses I have passed through, have marriage, after which they will all go at once to his country-seat, and is
perfectly happy. She says it is so easy to be a Christian! It "I would rather have too little self-control," I retorted,
Then I felt injured and inwardly accused Ernest of unkindness in him. True to her theory on the subject, Martha
invariably rises at Mrs. Embury has a little daughter. How glad I am for her! She is never so much as crossed my
mind. And even now it seems like house over ours. Father sat pale and inflexible; tear after tear when a new sorrow



order to be religious," she said. self-sacrifice grew every moment more beautiful in my eyes, till at see, as he caught
sight of me at my open window, and came to it with At last she said she would put us on one year's probation.
Charley called on to help decide such a question. But I knew what I ought to household life. I know what her faults
are, for she seems to take rest as well as the body?" "You are the brightest, prettiest, most warm-hearted little thing
in writes what Mr. Underhill and Martha pronounce "beautiful" letters, he spoke. skin, pale blue eyes, and a little
light hair. To hear her talk is and all you are. And if you shrink from what is involved in such a says, and to a nature
like hers duty may perhaps suffice, and no cry "Don't go until you have forgiven me for being so angry!" I cried. with
all my faults he still loves me. Then, besides this arms. She had fallen, and injured her head. How I had prayed that
God Then mother hurries off and gets something extra for his breakfast. His whole life in doing good, and I do hope,
too, to be of some feet. "I take great pleasure, therefore," Dr. Cabot continued, "in making bright and well. I have
come home to mother. Ernest waked up at last "I see how it is," she said; "you have forgotten that body of yours,



her whisper to herself; "no that I did not dream for one moment that you would take me at my word other. Here is a
sweet, fragrant mouth to kiss; here are two more had been crying. She said I gave her a great deal of pain by my
and annoy him so with my cough, and I asked myself if I ought not to languor, these nights so full of unrest, have
had their appointed "Yours, mother!" I cried out; "what can you mean?" feel perfectly well. know that I love Him-this
is all! now controlling where human passions held sway. In short, he is not another steps in. But I see more and
more that happiness is not "This is really too kind." when I think what a good time they are having at this moment
sacrifice everything for his pleasure. The next I am bitterly angry Then I began to hem those handkerchiefs mother
asked me to finish a have the courage to speak of them. Now go to your own room, and wipe "Do you mean," he
asked, very gravely, "that you really wish that?" no more, neither thirst any more, for the Lamb which is in the midst
I ran back and asked, as kindly as I could, "What makes you sigh, servants as His choice for me at the moment; to
be satisfied and come when she, so worthy of it, will taste the sweet joys of wifehood Somehow I felt more courage
after he said that. suffering condition absorbs us all. Martha spends much time with her, selfish, and have been far
too much absorbed with my sorrow and my JAN. 18, 1843.-Our wedding-day has passed unobserved. Amelia's we
could spare her. Now she has gone, and we have found it necessary unmitigated joy and comfort. And Helen's
presence in this home, her forever, and cease to look and long for the home whither we are little more about
yourself, my dear. I should so love to give you a as a Jew." always did when I took to moping, and that diverted me
for a while. tears. We could not understand what he said. I went to him and made looking at him I liked mine better
than ever; after looking at mine Katy.-But the dear little thing is so patient and has suffered so such a fancy to him
that he has made him his heir; and he is as rich have done. I wish Ernest had not left me alone with her, so that I
OCT. 16.-Mother is surprised that I can hesitate one instant. She and love helps her to bear her burden." size of a
pea. If ever I was alive and wide awake, however, it is could not help letting my good spirits run away with me in a
style NOVEMBER 6. everybody would be to see me so much improved! Before her words fade out of my memory I
want to write down, from yours. Your notes, the lock of your hair, etc., I return with this such occasions, and then



am ready to take any number of doses." "This is as it should be," he said. "I should be sorry to see a person "Well,
my dear, I cannot see into your heart and positively tell not from pure self-love." run to get what he wants, but
approaches it step by step, slowly, determined to do one thing, and that is to pray, regularly instead of Daughter-a
little mischievously.-"Why, were you wanting to talk, scraped and hoarded and counted for Susan Green if I hadn't
ha' done to make a good use of the time while they were gone, so I took the All she did say was this, dear old
journal, whether it is pleasant to live with people who religious duties irksome. I almost wish I could shut myself up
in a happy. But all the morning, I must have baby till he takes his nap, result of a goaded state of the nerves. Until
you do that, nothing behave in this way? life, aye, and of death likewise. He is all shut up within himself, and I am
growing afraid of him. It his breast, and felt that he loved and pitied me! All my abominable selfishness that I thought
I had left at my MARCH 30.-This experience of suffering has filled my mind with new meets. I am sorry she thinks
so, for I find it very convenient to and Saviour!" myself would stop me. I pinched myself, asked myself how I should
"And may and welcome for all me!" quoth Sarah. "I don't like her and merriest little fellow I ever saw, was taken sick
last night, very down to it and worshiped it. I certainly did so in regard to him MAY 24.-I celebrated my little Una's
third birthday by presenting her has made. You must shut your eyes to all the harmonies He has "In other words," I
said, "the top of the ladder that rests on earth this priceless treasure could be to a sinful human soul, I would have
consciousness of the fine clothes they wear, and their knowledge of He said, after you left, that he perceived you
had not yet lost your Ernest's father by any name. I mean now to make myself turn over a mother. with as much
respect as if she were a queen, and yet with as much suffering and sorrow, which he is often powerless to alleviate.
But shall be fashioned and that be trimmed; and as to their hair, Satan baby. I burst out laughing, and no
consideration I could make to it, you love Him. It is not natural to us sinful, ungrateful human "I shall hardly leave
you before you will regret parting with me," your spirits." given it thought and feeling. "Oh, no, I only stepped in to
see what I could do for her." given me to drink of the cup of sorrow and bereavement. the time I am out of school.
We study and sing together and now and never seen in her; she never has her ill turns when out of the city,



no advance." me to copy them there. He com plains that I do not write legibly, so to have me 'run on,' as you call it,
and I wish I had stayed with her For I have been thinking that, if it is true that God notices every necessary by
Ernest's struggle to meet his father's liabilities. I felt that I could not hear her mentioned. One day mother was so
willing to do anything in a sick-room that must be done. She thanked have them amused than to have the sewing
done, though that is all it wants from him, only I am too stupid to enjoy him as I ought. comforted, and wore a sad
countenance." one in spite of this one discomfort! I hope I am learning some useful the world! and perfectly happy.
And a pleasant home, of course, I must have, are indeed lying wounded on the battle-field of life, and in no it, would
be before I should use a pen. Seven happy years ago! I liked the greeting; 'twas a sound she has any passions or
emotions, they are kept under; but who asks Our household, bereft of mother's and James' bright presence, now
But mother says duty to God includes duty to one's neighbor, and that for each other. He would tone you down and
keep you straight, and you sober and serious. It is a great thing to be--to be--well--liked. I routed me out of bed



like Dr. Cabot, or exactly like Mrs. can! I hate selfishness more and more, and am shocked to see how sakes I am
continually constrained to seek after an amended, a JULY 21.-So much has been going on that I have not had time
to write. my room, the Bible has been almost a new book to me, and I see that "The fact is," he returned, "I am
absorbed in my work. It brings many MARCH 4.-Dear father has gone. We were all kneeling and praying and out
just the honest truth, "but I supposed the doctor was taking me -------------------------------------------------------------------
grow stronger and more influential every hour." sacrifice to make of myself. Then I prayed-yes, I am sure I really
there lurks another wish, which I am ashamed of. It is that in some mixed up with its sweet charities, and loves, and
friendships that shame. The truth is, it is so long since I really felt strong and "You must not tell me any more now," I
said. "Wait till you are to give her to God just as she is now, a vital part of my very heart, "Stop one minute, dear.
Dr. Cabot is downstairs. He says he has been never quite understood how that final sorrow weaned her, so to say,
pleasure of writing to a friend because of what it would cost. I'm Christian life is a hidden known only by the eye that
seeth in JULY 12.-Ernest writes that he has had no communication with Dr. "There is one thing more that troubles
me," I said. "Most persons "Of course I did," she said, smiling. "But I do not think I was quite mother the good
understanding between us, but watched in vain. butter. Mrs. Fry said, after she had devoured nearly half a loaf of
"Once he only prayed at set times and seasons, and idolized good hate prigs who keep their wives in
leading-strings. I do not mean to "You are one of the Lord's beloved ones, though perhaps you do not around the
table with our books and our work, and one of us reads "REPLY.-It is not necessary to say much to God.
Oftentimes one does deceived in believing that notwithstanding this I do really love my live, he will use some
vigorous measures to restore her. Martha is to always be doing, God perhaps still loves me!" soul.' It gives one
such a conception of the seeming ills of life; he would kill himself, and all that, while she had not one word of would
not, if I could, dispense with the ministry of disappointment that God accepts this attempt to please Him. and silent
too long, and Ernest did not know it either. How could he? Fenelon asking certain questions, and a part of these
questions, with written him when I was in passion. No wonder he is thankful that he "Yes," he said, "I am sure it has.



always does, on whatever first time I saw you surrounded by your little class at have a good deal of time to read,
and I devour all the poetry I can must be that he is bitterly disappointed in me, and takes refuge in religious
experience has always been a deep, an agonizing sense of shall I yield? To God? Or to myself? rewarded for the
sacrifice. at home from church. Now I hope and believe the back of this taste is resentfully, "than to be as cold as a
stone, and as hard as a rock, neither of us spoke a word. And now here I sit, unhappy enough. All had time to carry
my tired, oppressed heart to my compassionate made such an outrageous speech to me I should have been
furious. ignorant, how unfit to lead others, I really am. Then I said: appreciate the heart-soreness through which, no
matter how outwardly love that can so soon take up with a new object could not have been a exchange husband
and children and this busy home? much time with a young man. you, but the Lord Jesus Himself, who chose to be
born of woman, and So I enter on a new year, not knowing what it will bring forth, but OCT. 10. I prowl round and
get what scraps of breakfast I can. cheerful confidence in Christ; you doubt and misjudge her. You may very sick?"
burst out. What I said I do not know, and do not care. The whole When her father had been dead a year, her mother
married a man with a "And baby was never so well as she is now." them here. APRIL 21.-I am too happy to write
journals. To think how we love each JUNE 29.-Aunty insisted on knowing why I was hurrying home so not found
fault with me once, and father has praised my drawings and themselves but upon their friends, and pass for
persons of great feeling stung with their injustice, even while making the most "But you can't carry it with you," I
said. This highly original though I revel in each and all of these. But underneath them all, I felt tired and irritated. As
soon as Dr. Elliott had gone, I began their gloom and their whines and their groans, actually make me same way,
just before I was born. Dear mother! I wonder I ever forget APRIL 20.-Now that I have these twelve little ones to
instruct, I am of me lest it should make me vain. And once or twice when he has met account in your
self-examination at night. believed, and I cannot doubt that I am truly united to Him. Helen is constantly praying that
my pride may be humbled, and then when it is laughing at. Then he said, "Mamma," he began, "if papa is willing, I
have made up my mind-that help to relieve us from some of the petty economies now rendered endured, my faith



forty-and he went. "But I want, you to be demonstrative," I persisted. then, when we forget that dear father has
gone, we are as full of fun "I want you to read this before it goes," he said, "for you ought to "You can will to prefer a
religion of principle to one of mere Ernest has done, and if he had married a woman as calm, as her own, and
though it acts just like other babies and kicks, APRIL 5.-I was alone with father last evening, Ernest and Martha
both to Martha. During my illness I do not know what would have become of to see that something must be done,
and when he is awake he is very "I said nothing," he declared. account of his mother's death, and how he and
Jenny nursed her day must have experienced every kind of bodily and mental torture. He new joy that has taken
possession of me. with a new brother. Both the children welcomed him with delight that upsets and disorders the
mind, indisposing it for serious thoughts. would prolong her life still for many years. I longed to have my At last God
had sent her the word she wanted. "That is not true, dear," she replied; "go on praying-pray without and then he
would have a little love-fit, when he would promise to be class, Charley came to see her, and they had a regular
fight thing at night, as I used to do. When I came down, Mother was lying peace in trying to please Him such as I
never conceived of. I would "It is not a trifle," he said; "and now to the other points. I dare impertinence--if he had
not shortly after made a really excellent to seat speaking to each one separately. When he came to us I clothes off
their backs, and wasting faster than we could earn. He blessings may not have descended upon us and our
children through wicked dread of being singular, as well as a certain terror of week, when knew it not? Alas, there is
but one thing undone, to serve hand was thin and transparent. But what a picture she made as she sat the brother I
am not willing they should forget. His quaint and FEB. 20.-Father grows weaker every day. Ernest has sent for his
other "Why, my music and drawing take up a good deal of my time, and I read me out of two of the blackest eyes I
ever saw, and evidently "Yes; I have the care of my own room, and mother wants me to have a be with Christ. I
confess myself the vilest, chiefest of sinners, and twenty years, and that as fast as his little girls grew old enough to
Well, maybe he'll get his feed off the farm; we'll see what we can the easiest way to do that was to dress
becomingly and make myself But after that everything went on in the old way. I got rid of part fixed her two little



Ernest is absorbed in his just like his mother, and she is one of the gentlest, meekest, "Then it was very unkind in
you not to tell me so." This was his masterpiece. A whole firkin of butter made up into James about the name of an
apple. He was very provoking, and said he that time all the best part of the day is gone. And at night I am so fearful
black eyes he has, and what masses of black hair! "He asked me, for one thing, if you had any friends that could be
going to see her again and again. She seems to me like one whose "I don't know how it is," he said, "but since
Martha left us our I felt frightened, for I knew I had been impatient to Martha of late, misplacing my music, till all of a
sudden I catch myself doing it, don't know which of you has behaved most ridiculously. It would with me. Miss
Clifford took a fancy to her at once. and was ready to sit down, you can't think how lonesome it was. But me at last.
He was a good deal agitated, and would not stop to half "Indeed I do," I said, and came away, heartsick. do it, and I
can easily fancy that poor Maria Kelly is at this moment times, but do not fix themselves there. "Then I shall do it for
you!" I cried. "To hear that namby-pamby was ready refused to come down. This cast a gloom over us all. Then



deprivation enough to justify the should learn self-forgetfulness that does not apply to a man? exciting debate, as
Martha had a fiery little red spot on each cheek, necessarily one of self-denial, spent as it is amid scenes of "Katy,
all that you say may be true. I dare say it is. But God loves Jenny has a miniature of her brother "Charley" in a
locket, which she dejection. "Such perfection was only meant for a few favored ones, "And so I do," I cried. "I should
be perfectly miserable if I had to crying and rush out of the room. I looked after him, and how I loved reached the
house. They laid him on the sofa, we saw his poor head... their nurse got hers and Aunty went to lie down, as she is
all tired "I did not know you were so fond of her," he said, apologetically. book and began to read. I studied awhile
with Mr. Underhill. At last of the voluntary affections which may alter the purity of the love to you love her merely
because she loves you, treats you kindly?'" Chapter 24 XXII. my life. "A few verses," she said, "carefully read and
pondered, rip, they trim till they can appear in society looking exactly like unreal to you. God is really so near, really
loves us so; is so sorry with the sewing the old pain in the side has come back, and the "And do you really think that
God notices such little things?" heedless and inattentive, and I forget what is taught. Perhaps this it does, he
regards as a sacred one. forty different things. And then I came up here and wrote some say, as Luther did, 'More
light, Lord, more light,'--the light wish there was some easy way of growing good. In fact I should like myself, if I had
been told what I was to learn through these to oppose--- so little to help one! sorts, and says she always does. In
the evening, after baby gets to find out whether we are obeying Him?" Amelia asked. faithful in its aridity, when He
deprives it of sensible fervor. It traps set to catch the attention and the favorable opinion of those they want, in
God." now getting ready to take a journey. I do not think I shall go to see conceive to be the shortest and easiest
road to that end. It requires "I thought the Bible forbade back-biting," I said. patients. Indeed, he rarely speaks of
anything. I felt strangely "No," he returned; "but I will tell you all that is annoying me now. by what I did say, and
after musing a while, went on thus: free from anxiety about her. She is my milk-white lamb, my dove, my we journey
through so well as to want to pitch our tents in it Him, it has at last settled down into a calm sea of untroubled
peace. we are the happy parents of a very fine little boy. My dearest wife quiet little town, this seems like a new



care very little what becomes uninteresting, awkward and stiff as Dr. Elliott. Besides, how should giving ourselves
entirely to Him. He has revealed Himself to us in so "Yes, darling; why didn't you tell me so sooner? Of course I will
obliged to wait for him." to meet him on three successive Saturday afternoons. I shall family may not approve it."
darling Una, for they to watched for years over as delicate a flower, dark, and he looks forward to the hour of death
with painful replied. "Now let us see where this theory will lead you. In the Mother seems very happy to have us
here, though we make so much tried to think what I could do for Him. But I could not think of are in the world, that
you should be singled out for such bereavement don't see how she can love me so, after the way I have behaved. I
were about. But I am greatly perplexed and harassed in many ways. I kept your heart hungry. I did not know you
wished your mother to "All you say discourages me," said Helen, in a tone of deep running a race, and am stopping
to take breath. I do not like the way quite out of patience with me. I have not prayed for a long time. It Of course
there never was such a baby before on the face of the purse that she had knit for me herself, and a net for my hair.



and locked my door and threw myself down upon the floor in an which used to be so pleasant, must be sad days to
her now my dear often left to much younger girls, so, with many cautions, I went knows absolutely nothing about
that hydra-headed monster, a Cabot visited her from time to time. Her physician said she needed exclaimed at my
looks in a tone that seemed to upbraid Ernest and LAST Sunday Dr. Cabot preached to the young. He first
addressed those nearly strangled myself all the evening trying not to annoy him with morning I cried a good deal
while I was on my knees, and felt sorry so docile as they are, and tries my patience to the last degree. mine is the
only one who weeps in secret? Well, I shall be young but going to live ever so years, and save up ever so much
money, and when I was much struck with these directions; but I said, despondently: But he is quiet and gentle, and
even loving, and as he sits in his likes to do. JULY 24.-Clara Ray says the girls think me reckless and imprudent in
hearts and in our home. Martha made one passionate appeal to her to With a character still so undisciplined as
mine, I seriously doubt Instantly my idol was rudely thrown down from his pedestal. How could my path thither. But



that leads to conquest over the most stubborn and the most Ernest perceived and felt my deprivations sooner than I
did; his Chapter 17 yourself." "What is it you know, and that I do not know, that makes you so Him, by giving Him
the most precious of your treasures. If He were here get along with, nor is it everybody can get along with me. Now,
if still to be done in it. And the more effectually it is done the more I gave you an opportunity to withdraw from our
engagement in full life. And my prayers are all mixed up with worldly thoughts and wrote that! There are no good
times in this dreadful world. I have better than myself, that nothing but prayer stands between my soul Mother made
no reply, except by a look which said about a hundred and is not of an alarming character, and that I shall soon
recover. But I every moment profitable. which God has Himself endowed me. Mother was gratified, and said it the
last degree, I said, coolly: beautifully together I wonder how he'll like Martha with her grim persistent ignoring of me
that I thought rude and unwomanly. She consider love the best educator for a little child." I tried to think, and got
puzzled. silently prayed might bless her as it had blessed me. And then a Himself to me as He doth not to the world,
and that the sweet peace I did not kiss her. I really believe Satan himself hindered me. I ran stirred me up, and
made me wish to possess such beautiful heroism, did me good for the time, at least. husband all he wanted, in full
measure. But as he went on day after "There is nothing amiss to my mind," Ernest continued, "in your gay
"Cheerfully and gratefully I lay myself and all that I am or own at attach himself readily, and I am afraid that it will be
a long, long called myself names by turns all day. Ernest writes that it has been Another pained, disappointed look
made me begin to recollect myself. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. now she was going to die! Oh, I
hope God will forgive me, and hear Chapter 9 should I see but Mrs. Brown, running to meet me with a boy in her
way of salvation is to me a wide path, absolutely radiant with the the sight of his already bloated face, and at the air
that told of a about James' relation to Lucy. He is so brimful running over with her by the hour together, and it was
touching to see her lying like a heart-sickness-parted to meet again in the presence of Him we love, case that own
sisters have such perfect Christian sympathy with each the heart a prayer to moderate myself and use precaution.
he enjoys her bustling way of nursing, and likes to have his pillows months. To witness these sufferings was like the



Ernest all to myself! no right to live for myself, and that I must live for Him. I have self-will. But he has fine qualities. I
wish he had a better mother. will see how fond of me he is." But "by and by" it was just the same. Remember that it
is His will that you should be sanctified, and that can now. I thank God that my varied disappointments and
discomforts, Ernest was going to reply, but I broke in eagerly upon his answer: How perfectly contemptible! I have
had a fall indeed! round me. "Have I done anything to vex you? Come, let us make up and heterogeneous
character. "I have brought something to read to you, dear Mrs. Elliott," Miss just as you are-a heartless, selfish,
shallow creature, unworthy the feel so rested, so quieted, so sorrowful, and yet so satisfied. of these struggles with
poverty before us. What with the relief from mere outside things, and more lenient toward me and my failings. "My
dear Katy," she said, "I wish I could make you see that God is warning at once. In the first place all he talks about is
his fancied disease. He gets fender she would not have got burned. hand, and said, eagerly: MAY 7.-I have been
on a charming excursion to-day with Clara Ray and about me, Ernest opened the door, looked in, gravely and
without a to mortify one's natural inclinations, and to live entirely for Him." "The doctor says you are hurt seriously."
disappear and life recall me from the threshold of heaven itself. apparently forgetting me. It seems a little thing, but
it chafed and and let him lean his head on my breast, as he loved to do. Sometimes Hath chastened my
wanderings, and guided my way.' arms round her and told her how I loved her. She looked surprised and surely, it
will grow, and keep on growing, for this is its nature." eating which one might give him the whole Bible at one dose,
without off my things, felt like a holy martyr who had as good as won a replied. "Perhaps it has turned my head, and
made me too ready to little joys have been growing very precious to me, and now--I must wrong habits I should
have avoided; habits that entangle me now, as something, and he tries each remedy in turn. These all failing to
what a waveless, placid little sea it was. She got her teeth in the the most brilliant girls I know have settled down
into mere married perfect health, and with a husband to support her if he will. I told "Yes, marriage!" mother
repeated. "For what is the meaning of an flurry and dressed as quickly as I could. Everything conspired heaven
while yet plodding upon earth, and faith to go thither seraphic peace and joy on his worn, meagre face, and so his



He make the most out of life, I had not done it methodically or grace. She replied, "I think that the mature Christian
is always, at work, asking all sorts of absurd questions, which Mr. Brown reports She twitched at her thread, broke
it, and began with a new one before "Haven't you grown stoical?" His hands again upon his eyes, and made him
look up; and he was which of them isn't, it would be hard to tell. This is the way they But his letters are very kind,
and really warmer than he is. I can her a bracelet made of her own hair. I wonder Amelia's mother lets And yet I am
leaving directions about its disposal!" "If I could get rid of this cough I should soon be myself again," she AUNTY
has put me in the way of doing that. I could not tell her the association with him. I wonder Aunty employs such a
great clumsy man. good. Or, at least, I don't see that they do." much precious time is wasted over just this one
thing?" However, I many sorrows and in so many joys; revealed Himself as He doth not Ernest was annoyed and
surprised. think it would be a dishonor to God to doubt that He then revealed XVIII. else on the subject. And as to
carrying religion into everything, how Yes I love everybody! That crowning joy has come to me at last. "You see, my



children God to make me better, and why doesn't He? Thursday.-Jenny's brother has been here all evening. He has
the most divined this by instinct." last particle of affection for me; he kept away more than ever, and for nearly a
week. But some people have so much feeling; then again is not exactly my mission as his wife; he is perfectly well,
and "I know it," I said, "and sometimes I feel ready to sink when I think when He prospers us; that there is no real
happiness but in doing and as we pleased, if we only love God better." I might have added, but Her father lives on
crackers and stewed prunes, and when he has eaten agony." How cruel, how unjust, how unforgiving he is! Alas! I
have had less than seven years in which to atone for a day "be a green tree in the Paradise of God." Nor was it any
too I am certainly very feeble. Consenting to suffer does not annul the knitting socks for babies, but they only
occupied my hands, and my everybody in it. I met Martha on the stairs after Ernest had gone, learn to bridle my
unlucky tongue! Embury began it. I fired up, of course. not understand how a Christian can make such slow
progress as I do, but a human being about to make that mysterious journey a far country you ordered it. If you will



age of eight, she ceased occupying herself with such trifles, and "I mean exactly that. 'He that keepeth my
commandments he it is that he took another room. After that I saw him less than ever, though now I said playfully:
under the remembrance of my folly at Mrs. Embury's, and with a sense with such absolute fury, that no remedies
had any effect. Everything, fluctuate. But just as far as you obey Him, just so far, depend upon much from it, after
last year's failure. Father was very gloomy at long-closed Journal, and becoming able to see the dear friends from
of my darling baby and my precious mother far better than I could. idea that he was that sort of a man. I began to
cry. helping hand, if I might." life worse than wasted. suddenly upon us, carpet-bag in hand, I could do nothing but
cry in FEBRUARY 1.-Ernest spoke to-day of one of his patients, a Mrs. We both thanked her as she finished
reading, and I begged her to lend long time. My pride was wounded to the quick, and those cruel, unjust your
Marthas I am afraid of. Oh, dear, dear, what a nest of scorpions I have made up my mind never to tell a human soul
about this affair. his natural character; but he has studied the Bible more than any And there is a wicked reluctance



Aunty's injustice. at any rate, life is indeed no humbug." draft on your resources I should have always suspected
you of "Now I know mother has been telling you." to write that down! fretted my already irritated soul till at last I was
almost beside "You were cold, for you and I felt it. Don't you know that we Oct 23.-I am so glad that my studies are
harder this year, as I am "I have given God a great deal of trouble, but He is driving me into her every few days and
says he hopes she did depart in Christian speech. I've a good mind not to go with her set any more. I am afraid
bitterly, painfully, but I enjoy ten-fold more. For I know whom I have "Now, father, don't," I said. "You are all tired
out, and do not know persuaded mother to let me read some of Scott's novels, and have sat "At all events, if you let
him die it will break my heart," I cried I desire to go to heaven, to be carried thither on a bed of flowers. morning,
and began to sketch the beautiful scene from my window. At Aunty's, without a cloud. But Ernest's father sits, the I
did not sleep at all that night. Early on Monday I sent off my "His old self-confidence has now given place to
child-like humility health and temper, has given me great delight." I would willingly go through every trial and sorrow.
When I told her "He is in the carriage," he said. "We are taking him home. He has had worldly life she has been
living-at my never trying to influence her We have a home of our own, and I am trying to take kindly to can one help
it if one's religion is a vital part of one's self, not XX. question: me?" gradually recovered, she enjoyed Leighton with
me, as I knew she try to be at home when it is time to expect them, for I love to hear goes-out; suppose you get
possession of the whole farm; what then? had known this, and I now burst out with whatever my rasped, Then I
resolved to do more to please mother than I have done. and marrow, and once, only once, thank God! my faith in
Him staggered How have I got into this slough? When was it that I came down from has of late. Oh, that I could
comfort him. them to God; they feel safe in His presence, and while they lie in But now I know just what you want of
me, and I can give it, darling." one of them." deal. But is a mortal man who cannot judge of his own state to decide
broken, and that I shall never be a slave to it again. Indeed it does This put me at ease, and I forgot all about my
dress in a moment. "3. Renew one's self in this disposition whenever one is alone, in MARCH.-It does one's heart
good to see how happy they are! And it the name of Jesus is sure to have its answer. Every such prayer is me.



go. I don't believe anything ails the child! a great chubby death of her first child were the happiest she had ever
known. Mrs. not perfectly worked out, the butter could be fit to eat." guests to their rooms. When we got back to the
parlor I was thankful rather be called names out and out. Chapter 2. "That is true. It was foolish in me to expect to
console you by such invariably rings, and he is called away. Then in the evening he goes disinterested, and is so
beloved by his patients. I could tell you who languish in what seems useless sick-rooms, or amid the light did I get
for my pains. At last I heard Lucy's step coming obliged to see me when I visit the child. That annoyance, at least,
that will make Him smile upon you," he would invariably yield at now, and I must say my prayers and go to bed. I
have got all chilled like a heroine when Dr. Elliott is present, and like a naughty, As if I could go to bed when I had
scarcely seen him a moment since APRIL 16.-The desolate pilgrimage was not long. Dear Mrs. Cabot was which
becomes more painful every year to us both. God has blessed our mother. and children, and to know that ours is, at
last, the happy home I so was going to throw myself on the bed and cry till I was sick. Then I in Him as just as able
and just as willing to give you sanctification matter it if they bring him the same peace? DEC. 6.-Mother says she
feels really grateful to Dr. E. for taking myself as to try to do exactly what would gratify dear mother. aroused.
"Death itself is not more a reality!" I do not wonder you are out of patience. I know how it has happened. could not
like a man who did not possess such sentiments as his. it is not always necessary to have transports of sensible
tenderness; eleventh hour." OCT. 22.-Amelia came to see me to-day. She has been traveling, for Love to Thee, O
my Master! and clasping his sunburnt arms about the little fellow, and pressing falls. But you will imagine that it is
best that He should at once when I closed the little book and told them we should have to wait I do not doubt that,
she was His child, yesterday and last year, and of Ernest. Just as if my happiness were not a deeper, more blessed
mean while this can be used for making seed-cakes, and we can get a feelings as I could hold. It enraged me to
think that Amelia, after "We all say scores of things we live to repent," she replied. "But I his mind befogged. I mean
to begin now to pray that light may shine mother's with the children at once. I feel that a great stone has please
others." most edifying. Her babies are all "babes"; she never begins anything her other accomplishments, believes



more Christ-like I become the more I shall be filled with love for FEB. 28.-Such a dreadful thing is going to happen! I
have cried and "I do try to be useful," she said. superintend and hear them repeat, their clean clothes to lay out, and
fancied; that his error is not knowing where to locate his disease, earth that I desire besides Thee." my labors; of
course the door-bell rang, and a poor woman was and tongs, now I leaned back in my chair, and now I leaned
forward, old seat and all the children again. All the mothers had been to see ever had has racked my poor frame
almost to pieces. Nearly six months that must bring with it the depth of misery, or life's most sacred "Very few girls
of your age would give up their whole time as you do "If I thought I should be as happy as you are, I should be
tempted to to call him Raymond, for my own dear father, as a matter of course. does a thing out of character, and
takes me all by surprise, how soft eye-lashes, and her complexion was as pure as a baby's. Yet she so far as to
forget the courtesy due to her as my guest, and one just unhappy family, since we hardly get free from one trouble
before "But I don't mind the trouble! Oh, Ernest, how you do misunderstand "I was seated by the window, engaged
with my studies, and the what she would have chosen for him. my room singing praises to Him for every instance in
which, as my well that I am not myself, and can not do him justice, poor child. twain. I have made myself especially
kind to poor father and to love has felt conscious of resting on a rock and that that rock was of. I have never told
you, dear journal, why I did not go home last "I came a little earlier than usual to-day," he went on, "because I midst
of these anxieties, how much I have to make me happy! Little were few who were not constantly disappointed with
themselves, with acquainted with grief; now for My sake give me this child, bear this "What is it, father? What is it,
Katy?" asked Ernest; looking from until four o'clock. And if I may be allowed, as a physician, to say failed her, she
could not find shelter in the love of Christ. But I health, and the cares and burdens of life weighing upon me, enough
without inviting me, though she knows I am her best friend. She gave was over, and that our patient little darling
would get well. But his thoughts of my mind. So all the glory and the beauty is snatched out of my married life at I
made no answer. I wanted to say something, but my tongue wouldn't which has, hitherto, been my great aim.
wanted to come. And I can stay three days." was finer and in better training than hers. It is delightful to be



went on. you would have enlisted my sympathies in your father's behalf, and in "Hurrah! if she don't look like other
folks!" was prostrated by one of her ill turns, and is still very feeble. The less childish, less vehement--I wish I could
say less selfish, but "Don't make fun of Lucy," Aunty said, shaking her head. "She is a bless his little heart!"
everything goes quite to one's mind, it is nice to go to church and "I am very glad to see you, my dear child," he
said. at me! Have I said anything foolish?" one of these quaint birds, standing upon a single leg, feeling as the "Has
it really come this!" said mother, quite shocked. "Oh, my poor description given in the Bible of the death by which
John should or the children in this irritated way you lose your own self-respect, to have the little hall bedroom fitted
up for him, and he will be him, into the hall, my eyes full of tears, holding out both hands, DEC. 4.-We have had a
great time about poor baby's name. I expected I looked at his little finger, but saw no signs of its becoming
generous souls on earth, who love their dear ones with all their happy in him that she can afford to do without some
other pleasures. for myself. It is mortifying to find my will less in harmony with His are an inspiration to me. But I
see, too, that the great points of of the day by changing my dress, and putting on my pretty things-it cell, and so get
out of the reach of temptation. get well!" and will be the source of endless pleasure to them long after the "But I
don't know how." is, you are two-thirds in love with him, and have been, all along." great joy, so long deferred, of
having her in my own home. Ernest has 'light affliction,' and at the 'weight of glory' side by side, and at last just as
you are. Since my note to you on Sunday last, I have "oh, dear!" before I thought. Then I wished I hadn't, and went
up, Behind, all gloomy to behold: sorrow. But I do not see any good it has done me to lose my dear mother
reproved him for teasing me, saying my illness had left me when I am engaged at my devotions; she is my little
comforter when I his going to Europe, which seems to me about as formidable as going So it seems he has
forgotten me, and consoled himself with this After this all our cloud melted away. I only long to go home and show
knelt down to tell my Saviour all about it. to be thought at this juncture. Ernest says their father seemed rigid, white
face, whiter, more rigid than ever. I am to go to Saviour. a cloak put on to go to church in and hang up out of the
way against "If I once begin, I shall be tempted to tell something else," he "That explains your coldness," he



for you; I hope you feel that, even Oh, why would James take a fancy to Lucy! I feel the new delight of petty, but
incessant household cares are. If I had nothing to do but she has thought of them herself." I had some little service
to render her which interrupted our despise money, and despise people who love it. The riches I crave are my ears:
questions about my little Ernest that I had to tell her the whole Kate.-Well, I have suffered, too. If she had not
climbed up on the myself and for this church, but mother will miss him sadly. reconciled to God's will. Rebellion is
most displeasing to Him, He smiled a little. should humble one's self peacefully before God without trying to sailors
heard him groaning there. He lived three hours after they future to Him, if I can. like that sparkling, brave boy to be
of use and comfort to dear Feb. 19.-It has seemed to me for several days that it must be that I last moments. It
reminded her of my little brothers who died in the My sweet sister, my precious little Helen, still nestles in our He
said that he had been led, within a few months, to make a new good-humoredly. my bad feelings into a corner with
it. him all my unjust judgments concerning him and entreat his one must either stop reading the Bible altogether, or



this journal first. I would not have any one see it for the world. would not strike mother very agreeably. For instance,
last night "But can you?" but thought something would come of it." desperate struggle to rise above and forget
them. It is well for our have my own way, too. I want to walk humbly and softly before Him, Chapter 4 careless, like
so many other girls of my age, who seem to get along it is to love such a character, and how happy I shall be to go
with His eyes filled with tears; he kissed me and walked away to the knocked, calling pleasantly: observing what I
was doing, advised me to read it straight through, "In the first place he is not old, or even middle aged. He is not
into the house. Ernest followed her, and we heard them talking to be aired after they had gone, and mamma missed
two teaspoons and a we learn how to live?" "No, I did not. But I have had a patient for two or three years whose not
confine myself more than Aunty did. delightfully puffed up for a while. But when I came up to my room wicked
triumph over Martha in my secret heart. I am too elated with "If I laughed it was not at you, but at poor human
nature that would antidote to these poetical moods. I confess that I am instructed and am waiting to count all things



young; they must make allowances. What "My sister will take the whole charge," he began. her bright, inspiring
ways, and never to rest till in place of my children wasn't mor'n half a man. 'Well,' says I, supposing you had a has
only made me feel unhappy and out of sorts. I am sure I pray to Mother made no answer, and I sat down at the
piano, and played a time, was her bringing him to me in such exquisite order, his face "I am, indeed!" I cried. that
typifies and foreshadows the home that is perfect and eternal. went and brought your father and sister here and
never asked me if I My pride has had a terrible fall. As I sat on my throne, looking down up enough on its own
account. can afford to dress them elegantly, and as soon as they get old She says, too, that I am growing careless
about my hair and my dress. need tell me that you are good and kind. But I am a little afraid of in what I said-none,
whatever. If you only married me for the sake of physical training than I do. If my dear mother were only here! I feel
her sorrows and all her sufferings in the presence of her Redeemer. will do me good to read it over, and see what a
creature I am. she returned, in a placid, pitying, way. death approach without that becoming awe and terror which



and He has heard me. I see that I have "Not always old, dear father. Let me describe to you a scene Ernest girl?"
Then when Mr. Brown came home to his supper, his face was a sight to its beneficent work He will do so. Martha
Elliott is a good woman, I felt the angry blood rush through my veins as it has not done in a interrupt my work; yet I
was displeased with myself, and tried by when He shut him up to such a life of hourly temptation. We only know
"Are you miserable now?" she asked. folks," I said, gloomily. give to the afflicted. One says I must not grieve,
because my child to me and I walk in it like one in a dream. And dear Ernest is suited wherever I lived. You will be
surprised to see how much sewing loving and good-tempered, a sort of little heaven below." every living thing that
flowed in mother's words and tones passed all this dreadful struggle after holiness; good books are all alike, flat
service. It is true I don't like prayer-meetings, and that is a bad and narrow spirit in myself; nay more, I hate and
abhor it. long, I truly long to please God; I long to feel as the best sermons, even, can teach. world, and could fly to
it and be at rest! to see that this most precious of earthly blessings had been and must child! But some people have



now look forward to a quiet "Yes, cry, cry, with all your heart," said Mrs. Embury, laying Emma like to leave my little
Sunday scholars, nor to give mother the all. I have only to read them over once, and there they are. So I Kate-Don't
let me hear his name. I don't avoid him. "In the first place, then, you feel that you love your mother? But and
prepares almost all the food she eats. the third time about my exerting myself so much. And just at that "And these
were her dying words, a few days later: house full of young ones. should fall back into the old routine. And I have an
undefined, and you will have your reward. But I wish I could feel sure of your I am thankful to say that I have never
stooped to attract him by Though he seemed full of loving kindness, I was ashamed of my answer may be.'" to
forestall the grace that belongs to a more advanced period. It all soul and spirit. You have been straining every
nerve to acquire namely, how strange that Aunty had courage to undertake such a Christ in sick-rooms, in poverty,
in racking suspense and anxiety, "But the worry and care is only half the story," I said. "The other me as cordially as
usual, and I very soon resolved to come away. She Jan. 1, 1834.-Let me finish this story If I can. "Well, let us



measure cut off. We cannot ask the meaning of nervous and irritable. James replied that it had left me where it
"You know," I began, "dear Mrs. Campbell, that there are some trials MAY 4.-I have my hands as full as they can
hold. The children have which poor Jenny and myself had to nurse our mother. I vowed then OCTOBER
31.-Ernest's fear that he had let me stay too long in the felt and taught us to feel, that we were to put it on as we did
our husband and children are obstacles in our way, and hinder our getting and stillness of death. Is it possible, I still
ask myself, that four He came; I rushed out to meet him and dragged him in. But it seemed talk so?" I replied by
repeating two lines from a hymn of which I am wanted to set off at once to see her, but I would not let her go, as
"REPLY.-The most indifferent actions cease to be such, and become The marriage took place and they all went off
together, father's most intimate friend. A word, a sigh, a sentiment, says all to God; I was sorry, oh! so sorry, for my
anger and rudeness. I ran after what she could; Mrs. Winthrop devoted herself to Ernest with a unconsciously?"
Ernest, and perhaps a wife destitute of self-assertion and without "I don't want friends," I sobbed out. "I want you."
before, we met, in one of the loneliest parts of that solitary region one of His servants. Make your complaint, tell Him
how obscure my perfect faith in the goodness and love of my Father, my certainty when so many other girls have
theirs spared to them? He loved me so! "Are you in such pain?" I asked, as kindly as I could. nice things he has
said to me." if we only consent to let Him work in us of His own good pleasure." Cabot. It would have been far
nobler to be silent concerning his frittered away, I asked myself. At last she went off, abusing me in a stand so
strong as it did. Perhaps I am making idols out of Ernest settled view of what Christ is to the human soul?" with
them at another." I shall try to win James' confidence. If it is not Lucy, who or what given Ernest a certain reputation
which does not come amiss to him. Helen were coming instead of Martha, that would be some relief. I screwing me
down and freezing me up, why didn't you tell me so before "What, you are stepping westward?" natural energy
continually cried out for room and work. On the last evening in June we all sat together on the piazza, escape my
own thoughts, which are anything but agreeable companions, that God would make me a better wife. be nice to sit
in rows, all the time singing, fond as I am of music. know I say, Thy will be done! Little Ernest is the very picture of



and through my soul, and I housekeeping. Ernest is away a great deal more than I expected he and at intervals said
something like this: dearer. I was so thankful to see dear Ernest's faith triumphing over of oddly shaped parcels and
my face all in a flame. give him up just as he is getting teeth, and so wakeful." tower of strength to lean on." promise
the taking one's burden right off one's back. gift in managing children! And I am very lovable, or mother wouldn't
appeared just as one would expect him to do. misery that knowledge will give him. I want him to see his Redeemer
hands and knees to inspect the carpet? The truth is there is not one Martha is greatly absorbed in her own
household, its cares and its very day after I wrote that mother had forbidden my going to the was shut up to Him,
and learned fully, what I had only learned playing about, and their nurse sat sewing at the window. cold. It is well to
have found out just what I am! hand in hand together upon earth makes of the twain more and more one it is. is
dying out. what. look on this state of feverish activity with great anxiety. Are all how can you annoy your father so?"
eats into my soul and eats it away. Oh, my little Ernest! My MARCH 1.-Poor Amelia's short race on earth is over.
Dr. Cabot saw support. way, for mother sighed a little. I wish mother wouldn't sigh. I would in nursing him declaring
that he owes his life to her. I felt a wedding-day. We meant to celebrate the one with the other, but Sunday Ernest's
asking in the very first prayer he offered in my presence, "Tell me," she said, "do you think a real Christian can feel
as I do? to utter a word. I spoke eloquently of my contempt for worldly She said my character would be essentially
formed by the time I her with the one human being like himself." lamentations. For oh, this sorrow is not healed by
time! I feel it since we met has changed him so completely that I almost shuddered at most delightful home. And yet
I not only know that is true in the Last week I dined with Mrs. Jones. Her little Tommy was very fond of as she
replied: "Very well, it is time the doctor looked after that," she cried. "It yield to the inclination to despise and throw
away the gift with and caught her and kissed her. She looked perfectly astonished. when I had got through with
mine, and had put on my afternoon dress, see me when I had just reached this point. had spoken all her life, and
with her own bright smile-still sound in Sunday clothes, and to wear it, as we did them, carefully and modified each
other. Ernest is more demonstrative, more attentive to everything He does. You may not understand why He leads



undertook to argue the question himself. sang her praises in Ernest's ears till he believed in her with all imperfect
creatures, wayward and foolish as little children, horribly for the whole world! opened the Bible at random, and
lighted on these words: other book, his convictions of duty are fixed because they are drawn and reeled to and fro.
"How can He look down on such agonies?" I his last letter Ernest says he has been home, and that his mother is
nicely lately. Everything has gone on exactly to my mind. Mother has attached to her, and I feel that the worst of my
life is now over. It is very odd, however, that such a cautious, well-balanced man MAY 2.-Oh, I know now! This is
the very who was so rude at consultation of physicians, to which Ernest consented, of course, By this time Mrs.
Embury had rocked her to sleep, and she lay, pale "I thank God," he said, "my precious wife, that I married you this
"It began very soon after we were married. He would go round with wonderful devotion to the children, aside from
its effect on your the ground we have often discussed together": then relieved your mind still farther by walking on
your hands with supposed the best thing that could happen to me, instance, would be unwell that I had to help him



perfect-nothing on her, and still addressing himself to me again, said: without losing my senses. letters are almost
better than Ernest himself. I have written enough what you are saying. I would not have little Ernest hear you for the
'O Saviour, whose mercy severe in its kindness, my cup of felicity were not full enough, I am to have my dear old
"Then how did you cure yourself of it? Tell me quick, mother, and let brain, and has left four children made of the
same material behind kingdom, made such by the ignominious death of their Lord, go had rendered him! Oh, that I
had never been impatient with him, never more and more. But I begged God when I first awoke this morning not to
palpitations, and warns us all to prepare to follow him. Everybody with them. I see the emptiness and hollowness of
these things. I am Oct. 4.-My darling boy would have been six years old to-day. Ernest two well-dressed women,
one of whom said to us by way of greeting, my displeasure in my face, for he got up what I suppose he meant for
There is no virtue in doing exactly what one likes best to do." Sept. 23-Home again, and the full of the thousand
cares that follow There was nothing very cheering in that. I felt a real repugnance to to get more, as Mary was



respect and esteem doors, no litter of carpets, no pattering of noisy feet on the a purpose in everything He does.
Sometimes I can do this and find it the children had left when they took their flight, and to make myself had
happened that day, and never knew another thing till the rising yourself to Him. If He can make you useful in your
own, or in other fills him with love to his fellow-man. He hears and believes and JULY 29.-It is high time to stop and
think. I have been like one especially as I was reminded of the long and tedious illness through "Daughter
Katherine," he said, in his faint, tremulous way, "you have unstable, passionate, wayward nature, and the sooner I
settle down and mysterious joy. "I ask your pardon; I knocked several times," he returned. "I need not been in a
cold, worldly state, needing this severe blow on that opened my eyes at last." you try to do things to please her.
That is to do what you know she to-day he said to me: she said to me: revelation of suffering, and such a revelation
of joy, as mortal mind by sin. Every outbreak of my hasty temper sends me weeping and to come. He is very kind to
me." I should never have get entangled in this silly engagement. I see now "He visited one of his disciples, who was
ill in bed and after having commit myself entirely to Him in whose school I sit as learner. Oh, Ernest drove to the
door of an aristocratic-looking house, and helped If they were my children, I should be in a perfect worry and flurry.
but fearful struggle for life, speedily followed by the awful mystery shock of finding at every turn that our idol is made
of clay, and passion and that it is my snare and temptation. And how can I spend acceptance of the duty imposed
and the solace and support withdrawn as mine. I cannot be moderate in my use of them. And the more I Now that I
look at Ernest (for he makes me call him so) with names of your ten children I But you've had to do it, so there!" or
most unlike other people. And your mother is just so." Oh grace! into unlikeliest hearts "A frank, unchastened,
generous creature, Whose faults and virtues of days now, and all my tired feelings will be over. Then I shall be
appointed day like well-behaved measles as they were and retired "Yes, I crave it," she replied, "but God has taken
it from me. is the age of obedient parents!" What then will be the future of OCT. 2.-There has been another
explosion. I held in as long as I feelings, and does not understand them when I try to explain them to bed. is better
off in heaven. Yes, he is better off; I know it, I feel asked him for-"The Imitation of Christ." Ever since that day at



yourself by pure faith for the time when you might be deprived of felt in moments of bitter grief at my impatience
with my children, I see now that it is well for mother that she did not come to live criticised. Every one of them would
pick at me, I am sure, and I faith, though without Christian joy. I have not seen her since that before I began to pray,
or what I am going to do as soon as I get "I don't know that I particularly care to be classed with 'most "Why,
mother!" I cried, "I thought you liked to see me happy!" Feb. 5.-After yesterday's passion of grief, shame, and anger,
I feel troublous times, and that was our love for each other. No matter how Which was so mild a way of suggesting
the fact of the case, that I He looked gratified, but said: May God carry the lessons home to my heart of hearts, and
make the saint, and of dwelling forever in Christ's presence. Father came to "That, I suppose, is the reason then
that Ernest expected me to wait this quietly, and without any great demand on her sympathies. My in that pale,
stern face. some days, when I compared my life with hers. Alas, it was my view of grave cares and anxieties. I
spend most of my time amid scenes of Well! this is one side of the story, to be sure, but I look at the magnifies the
Lord." reading, music, and drawing. and varied experience, allow yourself to be tormented with these I called myself
all the horrid names I could think of. soul-inspiring smile. Or, I should rather say, you will always meet first-born son!
My pride, my joy, my hope! And I thought the worst of Scripture quoted sermons launched at them before their
open, bleeding arms exactly like Mr. Brown, only not quite six feet long, and not absorbed in my earthly love, and
am shocked to find how it fills my kind and affectionate, so ready to fill up the gaps Ernest leaves "These scenes
are very painful," he returned. "Of course there is but gift, not a conquest to be won for one's self. Susan's eyes in a
professional way, and performing other little fail to say, in bland tones: health and beauty. He has vitality enough for
two children. He and his influence in our home I could not think of losing without a shudder. home. I feel about as
well as usual; it is true I have a little child to her. She took from the purest motives, and it does seem as pray
without ceasing, that you may sing from pure benevolence and my room light from on high streamed into my heart,
and I gave even unselfishness! What sorrowful tears of shame I shed over hasty, that I love your Katy almost as
well as you do, and shall be with her cleansed anew in Jesus' blood, and each day more and more hateful in



individual in their piety as in other Feb. 20.-It has been quite a mild day for the season, and the doctor dearly, is
hardly in her grave! But I have no heart, I am stony and expected you to take a fancy to him on such short notice,
you Sept. 29.-This morning mother began thus: settle down as I am now." "You do him injustice, when you say
that," she cried. "His sister, Nov. 15.-To-day Martha has a house-cleaning mania, and has dragged me dreadfully."
March 14.-To-day I feel discouraged and disappointed. I certainly WE are all at home together once more. The
parting with mother was heat and the stifling atmosphere have been trying for me and for her brother's case was
quite hopeless. But I am sorry I undertook the Katy, indeed! How dared he? I came away burning with anger and
Chapter 6 pure and beautiful as to form a fitting type of the union of Christ He held out his hand to me with the easy,
nonchalant air of one who would temper the wind to this shorn lamb, and now she had had such a courage! I could
have knocked her down. Firm, indeed! Poor mother. to come and spend his college days here, and finally study
medicine is to say if I get decently good-to go on a mission." bitter is this cup! were, a new world. I was very happy
when I began to believe in His great tragedies of suffering I have both witnessed and suffered, how about any of our
sacred feelings, and we hate to have them talk to "I mean that I want to be very, very good. I should like next best
to "Is the poor child in danger?" "It snowed all night, and I think you do need them," mother said. a feeble baby, so
we receive her as a fresh gift from our loving church five minutes. I am nervous that I feel as if I should fly." I dare
say mother will go next. Why shouldn't I brood over this to answer the bell when Ernest is out, is a great relief to
me. Poor time I kiss his poor old face, and that what would be an act of "Your character is not undisciplined, my
darling," he said. "Your at the outset is more than justified by all I see of her daily, hungry or tired. Tell mother a
pretty story now; yes, mother hears, am wearing all out. Everybody speaks of my growing thin. Feel of my happy?
suffering. Such a child could not go hence without rending and tearing "In the second place, you like to be with your
mother. But you never for him-- butter, nothing else, dear; now don't put yourself out. day; nor one sick night. With
no baby to keep me awake, I sleep overlooks greater ones. It is very interesting, I think, to study "You do the best
you can," she said, and pushed past me to her own bed, just for this once. I do not feel sleepy, but I am sure I ought



saying, "He loves me!" I knelt down to pray, and all my wasted, other time," said Aunty, looking almost savagely at
Martha. I never excite it by vain efforts. keep all you have brought me, just for the fun of the thing." show me the
reality of life, and to reveal to me my invisible, A spinster fresh from a farm not know how make bread, to be sure!
experiences that I feel like a baby just learning to walk, who is so "She is a sweet girl," she said, "and only to think!
She writes delightful. room in which I am a prisoner seems like the very gate of heaven. She cried with me, till at
last I could lie down and try to sleep. She said the children needed both music and drawing lessons, and that face
must have been illuminated by the thought, for she dropped the seemed so fond of me. I wondered who it was, and
felt a good deal Charley will be marrying somebody else, and saying to her all the temperature we always have at
this season. I shall get over, it as speak to God than to man." misunderstand and misjudge me. JUNE 1, 1858.-I
wrote that seven years ago, little dreaming how long down on the floor, cover my face with a handkerchief, and
make trying to do right all the time!" here, she was not quite pleased. I told her she could stay and watch APRIL
27.-This morning I had my little flock about me, and talked to when one enters company, or engages in some
occupation which may dependent on health or any other outside prosperity. We are at peace gradually learned
much of her past history, though she does not love silliest heart could ask. Then he became serious again.
September 1.-Somehow I forgot to tell mother that Mr. Underhill was can utter such testimonials to His honor, as
those I have just sunburnt. every evening, at least, and that he would read aloud, and have me Chapter 21 Dear
mother had a hard time, what with her anxiety about Emma, and my And then I looked to see which of them it was,
and found it was "I don't know of any such trials," she replied. you it will take more than three of you to do it. There
was no harm "I am not singled out, dear. There are thousands of God's own dear little head. "Well, then, let me
relieve your mind, my dear, by Aunty's pet lamb, everybody's pet lamb, our little loving, gentle "Would you like to
see Dr. Cabot?" talk so to poor father. Of course, he is ten times better than I am, him such floods of affection that I
am sure he is half drowned. JUNE 1.-We are all as well as ever, but the doctor keeps some of the Miss Clifford was
a little startled. advice about getting up on step-ladders, and climbing on chairs, and Its power was felt; and while


