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nature of annexation since the 1990s, some have argued that the term “annex-
ation” is 2 misnomer. In his PhDD dissertation, Keanu Sai argues thatcwithout
a treaty of annexation, annexation never took place. Instcad,- Hawai'i cannbe
classified as a Military Occupied Territory. And thus, he continues, Hawaiian
sovereigney theoretically remains incact. He then outhn‘e:s Ehi grocess th:r.eby
Hawaiian sovereignty can be transferred back o Hawaiians. Howe\.rer,- since
the 1990s other Hawaiian activist groups have fought against and within the
colonial paradigm, seeking various forms of resticution, autonomy, and sovet-
eignty. While activist groups often differ in their approaches, most emphasize

a need for justice and restitution.

CHAPTER 3

+

Hui Nalu, Quirigger,
and Waikiln Beachhoys

In the decade following the annexation, he'e nalu surged among Hawaiians,
especially in the community of Waikiki. Although some have actribuced this
rise in participation to a slow but growing rourist industry, I believe the popu-
larity 'of surfing increased among Hawaiians because the surf offered escape
and autonomy for Kanaka Maoli in an unsetdling time. While a number of
Narive Hawaiian surfers flocked to the waves on a regular basis in the early
1900s, there was also a burgeoning community of haole who learned to surf
from Hawaifans during this period. Shortly after being raught he‘e nalu, some
of them joined Alexander Flume Ford’s exclusive beach club to promote surf-
ing among its whites-only members. Several of Honolulu's new political elite
joined the Ouerigger Canoe Club, many of whom had led the coup against
Queen Lili'uckalani just a few years prior. Like the Hui O He'e Nalu in
the 1970s, Nartive Hawaiian Waikiki surfers earlier in the twentieth century
were threatened by haole encroachment in ka po'inz nalu {(the surf zone}.
As the segregated surf club grew, the Hui Nalu directed their atrenton
preserving Hawaiian control in the surf, keeping it from Ourrigger elites in
Waikiki. Pro-annexationist surfers and Native Hawaiians went head-to-head
in the warter and actively foughe over this Hawaiian realm. Through these
conflicts Hawaiian surfers maintained control and their social standing in
the waves, and helped preserve the ocean as 2 Hawaiian domain. Although
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they maintained historical continuity with their past, Ha:vhafian 1d;?;?f:,;i
the suzf continued to be shaped and redefined through their con
ig in the waves. ' .
Ou{;iiegtlll;f;r;;nhad many distinguished Hawaiians in their ranllccsl. \;Z};i:l
founder Duke Kahanamoku is at the pilnnaciz ;ﬁ t.h; ;L‘llrf:lr:rgf;:?; d,}e o
“his Kalaniana‘ole was a well-known 2 i‘i and Hui : be ear’y
Ef;élgz.llg;ncc Kiihid is a critical and underanalyze‘d characeer in I—Iijl‘fal;;; i;;si
tory. Arrested in 1895 for artempting to restore his aunt, Queen d; i umre th;
to the throne, Prince Kahid ardently fought to preserve a; nz ore the
Hawaijan kingdom, which he was expected to one da?z rule. Zver monds
afcer the Hawaiian Organic Act of 1900 was passed;#‘it z:s{((;f;é{:;; o ng
ig eadership opportunities to Hawaiians—rrin '
;?ci:ga:fdl resurrecfedii;s polirical career. Among k_l;i‘S many ;r{:corr%'plfh:;enlt;s
as Hawai'T’s representative t0 U.S. Conggess and ali'i co the awanfaH pwaga;l
Kihid is best known for returning two hundre‘cll thousand acres © Ha o
1ands to Native Hawaiians chrough his Hawafmn Homes Comrglssxotes fo.r
His story not only highlights the spirit of Fui Nalu surfe::h as ;i ch; o
the Hawaiian people during this dme, but also represents e Elln
tant idencities spawned from the Waikiki surf zone, or PO ina u.f "
Edward Kaleleihealani “Dudie” Miller, another Hufl Nalu sur er, 239 >
lished a profirable concession business on the .bf:ach in ?mGlkzt (ixzourists.
Although he employed other Hui Nalu surfers to give surfing lessons oo a;
the Waikiki Beachboys were more than surf instructors. Th(-ey :Nere glori el s
tour guides, musicians, and local celebrities. .They were ladies Aienj espmisc z
in the eyes of wealthy American tourists, during a tfme wh.en enca;ctween
cenation laws prohibited men of color from marrying Wh'ite W;men. heveen
?915 and 1941, Whaikiki Beachboys regularly and publicly disregar e o
redefined colonial prescriptions on how Hawaiian men should li);:havelmr Z
Territory. In contrast to other scholarly assessments of the Beac ozs, ; %; ;
thar these men were empowered in the Hawaiian surf zon-c.s—wenoug 1o de
and defy colonial notions of whar it meant to be a Hawaiian man.

Hui Nalu versus Quirigger
Amone those who frequented the Whailld waves in the murky wake of the
o

overthrow was Queen Lili'uokalani’s niece and designated heir to the throne,
Princess Victoria Ka‘tulani.! The princess surfed most frequently ben;f;en
1895 and 1899, while living in her two-story ‘Ainahau home in a grove of hau
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and niu trees on the beach at Waikiki.? Ka'iulani made time to surf during 2
very busy and stressful period of her life. Although she had atzended 2 boarding
school in England in the early 1890s, after her aunt was deposed in the 1893
coup she promptly traveled to Washington, D.C., to plead with Congress to
restore the Hawaiian monarchy. She continued to carry out various diplomatic
missions over the remaining six years of her fife in hopes of restoring the Native
Hawaiian monarchy.® In spite of all this, and amid all this travel, she still made
time to sutf in Waikiki on traditional-style surfboards. According ro William
A. Coterell, a Hui Nalu surfer of Waikiki, the princess was an expert surfer.’
The fact that she surfed during a time when many Hawailan women were
discouraged from doing so highlights her character. Bur she wasn't the only
Hawaiian to grace the waves of Waikiki in the wake of the annexation.
According to Cottrell, Hawaiian surfers of the Hui Nalwy, such as the
Kahanamoku brothers, the Kaupikos, the Keaweamahis, and many others,
were responsible for the rising popularity of the sport berween 1903 and
1908.¢ Although some Hawaiians like George Freeth and Duke Kahanamoku
gained more fame than others, lesser-known Hui Nalu surfers were also active
and avid athletes who took great pride and pleasure in their tradition of he'e
nalu.” In the early 1900s, as David Stannard has pointed out, sports clubs (like
the Hui Nalu), teams, and youth hui were popular throughout Honolulu.®
Playing a variety of sports, from barefoor football to boxing, club rivalries
were intense, competitive, and exciting. But when a whites-only club made
up of annexationist families and other racist haole entered the local com-
petitive arena, emorions, stakes, and Hawaiian sentiments ran high. As the
Ourrigger defined itself along racial lines, and as the rraditionally Hawaiian
comperitive sport was performed on an unconquered Native domain, this
rivalry was vastly different from that of local sports leagues. Ka po‘ina nalu
became an intense zone where Hawaiians, including politically astute and
elite ones, clashed with haole on a bartleground over more than simply 2
Hawaiian sport, but their physical and culrural domain.

The Outrigger Canoe Club was formed in 1908 by a former Chicago
newscaster, Alexander Hume Ford. Shordy after he arrived in Honolulu in
1907, Ford immediately took an interest in Hawaiian aquatic sports.” He was
described as an “eccentric promoter” who also had been a successful play-
wright—according to Joe Stickney, he worked with Mark Twain on a New
York production of Zom Sawyer. He was also a bachelor, a salesman, a writer,

a magazine editor, and a “man of energy and imagination.”*® After he moved

into a grass shack that adjoined the old Seaside Hozel in Waikiki, Ford learned
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limited public beach access. By 1910 the Ourrigger had built a new two-story
bathhouse and locker room with enough space to accommodate a hundred
members. Months fater they doubled the size of the facility and built an addi-
tional bathhouse for women. In these formative years they purchased canoes,
built canoe sheds, and made surfboard racks to hold hundreds of boards.
Membership was restricted to whites who could pay an annual membership
fee of five dollars. As Ford stated in a 19171 article, it was a club “for the haole
{or white person}.”> Although the Hawaiian Queen Emma Estate trustees
agreed o lease this property to Ford for the purpose of “preserving surfing on
boards and in Hawaiian outrigger canoes,” Ford’s club discriminarted against
actual Hawailans who engaged in these pastimes.'S
In the beginning Ford claimed to have organized the Quurigger Canoe
Club ro preserve surfing for the “small boy of limited means,” bur as it grew
the club quickly became a racially segregated organization for the elite haole
in Hawail, including those who had ousted Hawai‘i’s queen only a decade
earlier. Membership in this whites-only surf club grew to twelve hundred
in 1915, and the names of several Honolulu politicians and businessmen
appeared on their roster. In a 1909 article Ford boasted that among the surf
riders in his club were “Judges of the  Supreme Court in Hawaii with their
wives and daughters, ex-Governors and their families, and the greater portion
of the prominent business men.”"” In 1910 a former president of the Republic
of Hawai'i, Sanford B. Dole, was elected president of the Ourrigger.’® Other
leading annexationists became members of and leaders in this club, such
as Lorrin A. Thurston and J. I Cooke.'” Though several of the Qutrigger’s
members despised the Hawaiian monarchs and had been active participants
in the coup that had ousted the queen in 1893, they nevertheless learned the
Hawaiian pastime of he'e nalu in the early 1900s as members of Ford’s club.?
Purporting now to be inheritors of traditions they participated in condemn-
ing, elite haole were caught in 2 paradox of negation and appropriation, a
paradox that Houston Wood has called the kama‘dina anti-conquest.?!

Wood explains that while the early missionary sentiment toward
Hawaiian culrure was one of revulsion, haole of the late nineteenth century
saw themselves as caretakers of what they believed to be Hawaiian culture.
Kama'3ina, a word that originally meant “Narive-born,” became a term by
which they (who were either island-born or simply “Hawaiian ar heart”)
referred 1o themselves. Not only had this name “obscured both their origing
and the devastating effeces their presence was having on the Native-born,”
bur i supercharged many haole to adopt, adapr, and preserve Hawaiian ways
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for an “inferior” and “dying Narive race.”* Thus many haole learned the hula
and surfing, and wrote Hawaiian history. They also adorned their homes and
hotels with Nagive arts and crafts. Despite such affinity for Native “things,”
che Hawaiian person was still a marginal and derestable character in their eyes.
Wood discusses this disparity. “Kama%ina added Hawaiian tools and artifacts
to the décor of their now frequently much targer houses. Hawaiian servants
were often employed in chese houses, to dust and polish Kanaka Maoli cre-
arions few Hawaiians chemselves now used or owned. These various tools
and artifacts served as mermorials to the Native craditions the kama'aina were
industriously displacing.”> The adoption of Hawaiian customs like surfing
was a way in which haole memorialized a living Hawaiian culture and com-
munity. On the other hand, it was also a way of “mystifying Euro-American
responsibility for the violent changes assoctaced with that past.’2* Bur for real
Hawaiians like Native Waikild surfers, these discordant appropriations were
simply colonial conquest.

While the Outrigger built beachfront facilidies and surfboards and began

boasting of their supremacy ove: Hawaiians in Waikiki waves Hawaiian surf-
ers of the Hui Nalu were again feeling challenged by haole colonial jostling
and racism.?® Although Joosely organized originally in 1905, the Hui Nalu
club was officially formed under a tree in Waikikl in 1911 for the purpose of
preserving be'e nalu from an exploitative haole constituency. 26 Considered
2 tival to the Outrigger, Hui Nalu was “one composed almost exclusively of
Hawaiians or patr*c-H:mrzu''1ams.”27 Speaking of Outrigger and Hui Nalu rela-
dions, one Hui Nalu member recalled, “Back in the old days, they were not
too friendly. The Moana Gang [Hui Nalu} stuck rogether by themselves.
They would not mix with the old Outrigger gang”® Many Hawaiians who
gravirated to the Hui Nalu resented the prejudice displayed by Outrigger
members. William A. “Knute” Coturell explaincd chat he, along with Duke
Kahanamoku, Kenneth Winter, Edward Kaleleihealani “Tudie” Miller, and
other Hawailans created the Hui Nalu after being “disgusted” by offensive
remarks made by Outrigger members.”

Unlike che Outrigger, the Fui Nalu did not lease a portion of Waikikt or
have a facility of its own; instead, its members reguiariy met under the hau
cree on the grounds of the Moana Horel—not far from Ka‘iulani’s ‘Ainahau
gardens. Club members paid an annual fee of one dollar per yeas, and because
the club needed money, they became exceptional at fundraising. The Hul
Nalu used Moana Hotel locker rooms as their bathhouse. Here, black hooks
were reserved for Hui Nalu curfers to hang their clothes and towels. They
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is;:). I;?j uniforms and club colors. Like the Hui O He'e Nalu of the 1
: .
dyel : surf:crs wore;:lnlack swimsuits, but the Hui O He'e Nalu priir ?1702
w stripes on their black shorts, wh i blac
’ : , whereas Hui Nalu surfs
shorts and black rank tops with a gold or yellow stripe arouni:le;j ‘:zj_ack
mne,

like a wide belr.3® The Hui
- i) Na.l 1 1 H <
and club song. 1 u prided itself in he'e nalu with its uniforms

We love you,
Hui Nala,
Our club

of the ocean waves.

And we shatl
Never cease to

Love our royal colors brave,

Firm friendship
Will entwine you
"Round our hearts

Where ere we go.

We shan' forget
The feliows
Who adore

And love you so.

{Four strokes on the ukulele, “C” chord]

(Cherus)

Where and when
Ocean waves

Are afore you,

Our fellows are sure to be.

Where the big rollers burst,
And the suefis the worst,
We'll be there

To yell with glee.
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With our surfboards,
We always are ready
To leap in the deep blue sea.

Ous royal black and gold
In victory will unfold.

Always on top,
Hui Nalu.”?

Although Hui Nalu membership consisted primarily of Hawaiian men,
some women surfed in Waikiki with the Hui Nalu in che early decades of
the 1900s. While women surfers dominate the historical accounts of ancient
wave riders, their roles in cwentieth-century waves were less prominent. Some
women, like my grandmother, Abigai} Kaheokalani Cutter, surfed in Waikiki
with Hui Nalu surfers, but fewer Hawallan women surfed than before—per-
haps because at that time they were expected 1O avoid “unladylike” activities,
surfing included. This is not 1o suggest that they ali adhered to such social
expectarions; in fact, womens involvement in the Hui Nalu suggests other-
wise. However, carly membets were mostly men, often brothers from large
fammilies, like the Kahanamokus.

As Duke Kahanamoku's surfing and swimming skills became world
renowned, the Hui Nalu also increased in popularity, particulatly among
Nacive Hawailans. Born eight years before annexarion, in 1890, Duke Paoa
Kahanamoku, a descendant of Hawaiian royalty, was an expert surfer and
swimmer by his early reens.?2 At the turn of the century Duke had already
mastered the waves near his family’s home in Kalia, Waikiki. By 1912 he was
the world’s greatest surfer and fastest swimmer.*® Between 1912 and 1922

Duke won 2 toral of six Olympic medals (chree gold, two silver, and one
bronze) and broke several world swimming records.>* But his first love was
surfing, and he was unparalleled in wave riding. Stiil known as the father of
modern-day surfing, Duke made history by masteting the Jargest and longest
waves in Waikiki; he also set a new record for the longest ride ever on a mas-
sive Waikiki wave (from outside Castles to the beach in front of the Moana
Hotel}—a mile-long ride. He out-surfed all of his opponents in Waikiki and
pushed surfing skills and rechniques o new heights. He javented new surf-
board designs, created new MAaneuvers, and introduced surfing to various
beaches around the world (including the East Coast of the United States and
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Hui .
ai Nalu Club. (Courtesy of Harry Robello and Grady Timmons)



$6 CHAPTER 3

imarily fe
by the Narive are being cried " Though the early events wese primarily for
v the Na

i all changed-37
i embers only, this eventually ) . over surk
Outsigger m Hawaiian surfers began compedng against Outrigger e
As more 8 a tivairy was borm, one that Tom Blake calle

ers in Waikiki ocean events, o e -~

1nIense. AS }ia\Vailml Su).'fC[S pLiESLlCd. NCI:O{y over
11 ()IlCC aga.ul tile anve Iiiawallans are Seekiilg o WSSt tlif:
I\l
gg

13-‘-11&%-5 fr‘:)IIl E]:Le Vl"h-lte men axld bO}S- By 19}-8 Eiul Izalu an-d Ou[{i Cr

SLIIf.C{S ere diICCEIy CO[[].PC[ ng a a1nst Ca.Ch Otbuei in SqulIl aIld Cailoe—IaC-

g NS I\]atl‘u‘e iiav‘la”ail SquEES an.d a[iﬂexatlonlsts WEINL ]:iead.'[O’h;ead.
neg eve .

c cc‘ 1 k l ( )]]ﬁ ODSEIver WIEOLE ‘hai ”lf: I ‘lll Nalu SBE;CIS Were {h.c
I

m th.e Sentor events, as th.elr Ciub ha.S among s I{iCiIle[ IT108E
faVOIl €S B I s

}l. £ L].tilougil Some Caﬂéd 1L a
T

of the oldest and cleverest riders on the beac o o e and
it was in reality a tensc arena where Natt

- . 42 Bcn_
th each other over a Native Hawaiian domain.
explained, “A certain ethnic pride, however,
a: haoles vied with Bawaiians md 3anc:ni'rn:
) ”.
che domain of the farter.”™ In the
“Ip this way, the Hawalians even-

caunted che

friendly rivalry,
elite haole contended wi
Finney, a contemporary scholar,. :
lav at the heart of their COIIlp‘EtitIO
W;!.tef sports which were consxder‘ed t(_) be
end, the Hawaiian surfers were v;(:l:or10L:1,z.4
e e Piacref e d;e: be:ftci'hcir dominance over ka po'ina nalu

qwailan surfers claum s : ,
in rryll;k:(eisfhi just surfing contests. During this ume it became apparent,

John Lind bas recalled, that Hui Nalu surfers like John Kaupiko and Duke
onn Lin )

Waikils ﬁn sometime berween 1915 and 1923. (Courtesy of Bishop Museum)
aikiki surfing,
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Kahanamoku “controlled Waikiki.” Lind continues, “There was a pecking
order, like chiefs of old. . . . Everyone did what they said.”* Hui Naly surf-
ers were often seen as intimidating to haole, especially as these Hawaiians
stood up for their rights in the ocean. Most Hui Nalu surfers are remembered
as physically fit and strong, and several had repurations for being extremely
tough-—like George “Tough Bill” Keaweamahi, who could open a beer bot-
tle with his thumb, and “Ox” and “Steamboat,” who were remembered for
their size and strength.®6 Although physical bactles berween Hui Natu and
Outrigger are less frequently discussed today, some historians like Grady
Timmons have recorded thar fistfights berween Hawaiian surfers and haole
in Waikiki during this time were common.?

Because of their success, Hui Nalu members remained atop the social
ladder in the Hawaiian surf. Allan “Turkey” Love remembered Hui Nalu
surfers regulating the lineup in Waikiki. For the most part the Hui Nalu
prohibited young kids (under age nine or ten) from venruring out into the
larger surf. Turkey remembered being rold to stay near the Waikiki pier for
his own safery. He always followed their instructions. “When T was a kid, they
respected the older person. . . . We were afraid wed get a kick or a slap in the
face.”® Hui Nalu surfers were at the top of 2 social hierarchy in this aquaric
sphere, and members of the Hawaiian chiefly class took notice.

Prince Kithié and the Royal Hawaiian Surfers

In the early 1900s, as haole elite poured into the Qurrigger Canoe Club,
Hawaiian royalists and political elites joined the Hui Nalg. In my opinion,
this suggests that the ocean was a significant space of contestation and that
embedded in this rivalry was a core tension, 2 political one that carried over
from the overthrow and annexation. While Queen Lili'uokatani associated
with Hui Nalu surfers, the club’s most active alii was Prince Jonah Kihia
Kalaniana'ole.” As a nephew of the queen, hanai (adopred) son of King
Kalakaua, cousin of Princess Ka'iulani, and heir to the Hawaiian throne,
Prince Kahié had been groomed for leadership from a young age. As was
often customary for young ali'l, in his teenage vears Kihid attended board-
ing school overseas—in both California and England. While studying in

California, he and his brochers David and Edward Kawananzkoa took time

from their studies o go surfing in Santa Cruz. The first recorded individuals

to surf the cold waves of California {and in the Unired States, for that mat-

ter), these Hawaiian surfers found solace even in waves far from home.*?
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After completing his studies, he returned to a kingdom under siege. As
the Bayonetr Constitution ook government control our of che hands of its
monarchs, Prince Kithio warched his future as king slip away. However, he
did not sit idly by. As did the Hui Aloha ‘Aina and Hui Kalaiaina, Kahid

Al overthrow and worked topple the Republic established

protested the illeg:
1 1894, Shortly thereafter, Kithid, while hunting on the island of Moloka'i,

plotted with his long-time friend John Wise to retake the kingdom by force.
Their plan was 10 smuggle Two thousand rifles, two Gatling guns, and one
bundred mercenaries from the Pacific Northwest to Hawail. Once they
obtained these provisions, they would commandeer two interisland steam-
ers, recruit a thousand men from the outer islands, and return o O%hu to
storm Honolulu's government buildings. At gunpoint, they would force the
restoration of the Flawailan kingdom.”! Although the plan was well thought

< hundred thousand dollars in pledges from other

out and they received thre
royalists, his aunt, Queen Liliuokatani, rejected this initial plan. She believed

that President Grover Cleveland would uphold his promise o FesSTOLe her as
queen. She was also advised by Senaror James Blount not to fise up in armed
rebellion, fearing that such actions would sway MOTE CONGIessmen 10 SUpport
an annexation treaty. But the queen’s faith in che United Stares slowly faded,
and she eventually turned 2 blind eye to plots o restore her to power. On
January 3, 1893, Colonel Samuel Nowlein, the commanding officer of the
kingdom’s army, smuggled guns into Fawai'l from San Francisco. Although
Kiihid was part of this plan, he, along with his companions Wise and Wilcox,
was thoroughly disappointed by the poor exccution of it. Somehow, the
opposition got wind of the plot and sent police to shut it down. After a
brief exchange of gunfire between the police and Nowlein’s men at a Kahala
home on January 7, the operation was quickly suppressed. For his involve-
ment in the scuffie Kihid was arrested and convicted of misprision of treason
and served eight months in a Honolulu prison. The queen was also deposed
and held in house arrest for five months. Although protests and petitions
continued through 1898, after the so-called annexation a disgusted Kithis
fled Hawai'i to live in Europe and South Africa for the next two years with
tis new bride, Kahanu. In 1901 the couple returned o Honolulu—perhaps
because of changes in Hawaiian Territory laws and politics.
To the disgust of haole clies in Hawai‘, many Native Hawailans regained
their voting rights after the U.S. Congress passed the Hawaiian Organic Act

i 190052 With more Hawaiians voting, Hawaitan-run parties and Narive

candidares won the majority of elections in 1

900. The Organic Act split
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‘I;I)i;aiiﬁ pci:cs 1nt£o three n'aain. bodies: a single delegare to U.S. Congress
e z()mdl:;:ogye;h ae zzrsgfnal g:gislature made up of two houses, with
. €; and a governor appoin i
:Vfo ;hiiinif;d;rates. In 1?00 the Hawaiian—domii)iate;eﬁlgznzh;ilreesgim
oa nine int ti}.:tee; seats in the Territorial Senare and fourteen of mrenr;)j
S ; ; e;;morﬁtl Hou.sc? of Representatives. The Home Rule
erey candidae @ awailan political activist Robert Kalanihiapo Wilcox
o Héwaﬁan_ gate seat to UL.S. Congress. While in office, this predomi-
S run iarctl*y promoted bills that benefited Native Hawaiians
by O,f ‘ y-pusie . for 'extended voting rights for Hawaiians and thf;
prdoning ¢ Ofae;ousX imprisoned Hawalians, and they paved a way for
o ia\;fuax}an Homeiaers (designated lands for many landless
Haval . ' n r;e‘tted hac_)le elite even more was that Hawaiian Jegisla-
of eln9 Sznpulcted their meetings in Hawaiian instead of English -
Conguess r;:cf': Izu?m was elected as Hawai'T’s delega}t: o the U.S
Congress and ren ;1:; 10; neatly twenty years. Although he was initiallj; ;
pemoero the Home u ; arty, he was elected on the Republican Party ticket
iy b t in the Rep-ubhcan Party is, at the surface, perplexin -
A, ; party con-‘;pnsed men who had overthrown his k.incrdon%,
o BZE ;ttimlgfm.g, to res.mre ir, and precipirated his m:)-year’
oin Th‘;_ u c;)l:E : ithid and his strange bedfellows consciously used
e e e pu IC:?.I]S wanted representation in Congress, and the
e oy needed ;1 prominent Hawaiian to get voted in. And Kihis, borr};
o beak f{ \zanted to lead his people. But even more importantly,
So ke dismau fah\-rocate laws that benefited Hawaitans in spite of, ancE
e K S}}f] ;)d, : is feﬂow' ‘lfep.ublicans. As a delegate and a Haw;tiia.n
e EerritOry.me amz; ;"IE:::; 121 s;l right to gc;v;rn itself, despite its status as
: v accomplis {hi
iﬁ:; :;I;lex}r:bered for the 1921 Hawaiian Hzme?éziii:siiig;: fiﬁié
PrincegK ;ggsread fand for Hawaiians. ’ ’
Wasbimons b Wa\:a; more th'an a po-iitician and advocate for Hawaiians in
i 1N 1 so an avid and lifelong surfer. In the early 1900s, whil
ikiki, he often rode a sixteen-foot koa surfboard, The boa;d wlaz

so heavy
_ cavy that after surfing, he hoisted it onto his Waikiki pier with pull
P £ys

instead of carrying i
e R b;"ymg it home after each use.’? Although Kthié rolerated
ubli SN ed so
sgainst P' 'Canhannexanomsts in his political work, he drew a hard lfne
racists in the Hawaiian . ? arda line
g surf. While details of hi
mlted, .[jd_ in fr A . IS O hlS Surf experiences are
_ judging from his quick and often harsh responses to white raci
ism
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in Burope and the United States, we can surmise thar he did J:'IO.E tolerate téxie
igger’s rac ici itudes. For example, while sitting at a tabie
Ourrigger’s racist policies and attitu : ¢
in a éZneva café in 1900, three Germans complained becaus.e ; .COISECj
i ithio hed Count von Fursteinheimn an
man” was being served. Kithi approac e
i f his famous uppercuts taat
withour a word, [hel delivered one o ° . moce
i he floor.”%* After returning to nis seas,
the Count out cold and sent him to t S g0 e e
hio Fursteinheim’s friends, who chatleng
Kihid was confronted by two of ’ gee m
Ghid h out on the spot. On another oc s
to a duel. Kihid knocked them bot e o
i i d to serve Congressman io an
barber in Washington, D.C., refuse ;
h?;n a “nigger.” KEhi(') grabbed the man by the collar and threw hmf; out (flnto
che streetozori Karmae explains that Kithid never tad difficulty getting a shave
: 55
haircut in Washington after that. ' o N ‘
" While Kithi6 had a slippery relationship with haole elite in pohtl_c;l, tk;is
articipation in the Hui Nalu during its carly/tense years of rivalry wi A hf:
I())utriwer perhaps reveals his true allegiances. Kithid conzinued ro surf qul’tlf e
died i?lb]. 922 at his Waikiki home called Pualeitani. In the two decades e. ore
his death, and in the months when Congress was not in session, the prince
1 N ;

i i i ings, the Waikiki surf.
regularly returned home to erjoy, among his favorite things

Beachboys: Pnsixing ‘Women and Boundaries

Srarting in 1915, Hui Nalu surfers opened lucrative beach conczssmnflzu;i;
nesses ?n Waildki. Through them, the surfers found regular an 1pro i :i .
work and became known as Waikiki Reachboys. The Moana H;te bpr:; ed
Beachboy founder and captain “Dudie” Milier. with 2 space on t ed e:flnscmc_
guests from their hotel. The Beachboys were hfegua_r(%s,_bodyguaf s., 11 e
tors, entertainers, and tour guides for visitors in Waikiki. ]‘?cn a relatively : is
price, they ook customers out into their Waikiki surf to ride wavesfon cla s
and surfboards. Fred Paoa recalled making two dollars for a surfing Eered
and one dollar per person for a canoe ride in the 1920‘5. Helalso rcmczas ere
giving “wkulele lessons and selling pineapple—shaped u-kulc te; to‘c [tou Y
seven dollars and fifty cents.*® Another Beachboy cxpiau?ed at “[you, coud
make as much as five dollars a day. Oh, boy, was thz‘xt big money. . a ey
out and catch three waves. But we fl the boac up .Wxth-as much as su;hpagfu:igri
customers. Six dollars.”*” The money went ;:1(;) Dudie Mﬂlter, who ran the bu
canoes, and each Beachboy got a cut.
- ;;Cilfj ;ej (zi::he 1920s and into the early 1930s the Beac}‘lb;y conces-
sion had evolved into a bigger business, one that cate.red o hig er—pa)%ng
~~~~~~ cnare Qame Reachhovs became constant companions and rour guides
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for visiting families and made good money for it. As soon as these families
stepped off their cruise ships they were assigned, or requested, a particular
Beachboy, who not only rook them into the ocean for surfing and canoe les-
sons, but also checked them into their hotels and took them to dancehalls,
restaurants, shops, and elsewhere. The Beachboy could stay with cthis family
as a personai guide from two weeks to as long as three months. Somerimes
this meant babysitting wealthy children, a job most Beachboys did not enjoy
very much. However, the less desirable jobs came with added benefits. For
example, one tourist, whom the Beachboys called Honeyman, came every
year and brought with him two Cadillacs: one for the family and one for
the Beachboy to drive around Honeyman's son. Fred Paoa recalied taking a
family “stumming” (bar hopping) in Chinatown in their limousine with a
bunch of Beachboys.”® He also explained how they took wealthy haole rour-
ists to Hawaian family luaus: “[Chuckles) We bring a gang of tourists. And
then, they [Hawaiian families] have this big calabash, you know, in the old
days, ar the head where the birthday child is sitting with its grandmother
or whartever, And everybody [rourists] throw a dollar, {or] five dollars. And
everybody gets their dance after, hula dancing and singing. The tourists enjoy
i.” Joe Akana remembered escorting the maharaja of Indore and his parey
of seventeen through the islands. “T could only take care of [him] and his
wife. But I picked cerrain boys our of the Hui Nalu club to take care of his
party.”® While he made sure they were safe in the water and had plenty of
time board surfing and canoe surfing, he also explained, “When the maha-
raja and maharani went shopping, I wenr along. When they went in a store,
boughr things, and went back to the car, 1 pay. 1 kepr track of everything
they spent. I made his interisland itinerary and things like that. Theyd go to
the different islands. I was the only guy who could ride the same automabile
or ride the same elevator with them, the couple. The aide-de-camp and the
secretary couldn’t even ride the same elevator with them.”s!

Instead of charging these tourists for each evenc, Beachboys were usu-
ally given a lump sum at the end of the family’s visit. Sometimes Beachboys
would get parting gifts from tourists at the docks when they sent the families
home. Louis Kahanamoku recalled, “Us boys would go down the ship. And
we'd buy leis for them. . . . We come our of there, twenty, thirty, forty bucks
by the time we got out, purt [chuckles] leis on.”5? On rare occasions, some
tourists would try to leave withour paying the Beachboys for their services.
When that happened, Kahanamoku recalled, “We gotta go down the boart to

get our money, you know. Catch “em before they leave or [chuckies] we throw
‘em off the ship. You darned right, boy.”
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Waikiki Beachboys were revered not only because of their keen knowl-
edge of surfing, canoeing, fishing, and the ocean in general, but because they
added Aair o their sldlls. The typical ‘Waikiki Beachboy was also comedian
who occastonally surfed in outlandish costumes OF played practical jokes on
visitors. As the tourist spotlight shone on them, they reveled in it. Whether
surfing with a dog on 2 surfboard like Joseph “Scooter Boy” Kaopiki or rid-
ing a curfboard while seated on 2 tbeach chair and playing an ‘ukulele like
John “}Hawkshaw” Paia, the Beachboy was a performer. Grady Timmons felt
that Beachboy ansics were more than merely comical, but often therapeutic.
“The Beachboy provided the world with much needed comic relief (what
characters! everyone said). They took anxious, overachieving executives and
taught them how 10 relax. They took their children and taught them how to
surf. They took women who were recenty divorced and taught them how
to Jaugh and love again.”®

As they flaunted their surfing and social skills, they became local super-
stars who attracted more than just money. White girls and women flocked
1o the beach 1o learn ©© surf from the Hawaiian Reachboys. “In those days,
recalted Louis Kahanamoku, “especially the haole wahines [women], they
all went for the Beachboys.”® The Beachboys were known for wooing vari-
ous types of haole women—divorced, wealthy, showgirls, and daughters of
wealthy visitors. Joe Akana said that parents would drop their daughters off
wich them and say, “Take them around Waikiki.”®® He also remembered
showgirls like Carmen Joyce, Hazel Guerrero, and “Peaches” Jackson of the
Danny O’Shea Troupe. When they came 10 Waikiki in 1924 and 1926 they
were not only shown 2 good time by che Beachboys, but ended up marrying,
a couple of them—Hiram Anahu married Hazel, Joe Akana’s brother married
Carmen, and Tony Guerrero married Peaches. Although mostwomen saw the
Beachboys as romantic surfers, several haole men considered them “3 bunch
of lazy male prostitutes who made their living off mainland divorcees.”’

The Beachboys impressed the ladies in Waikiki by surfing with them on
che same waves. When teaching WOmER to surf, the Beachboys preferred to
ride randem, or share the same surfboard. Often, they would lift women up
on their shoulders and glide with them across the glassy, rurquoise waves.
Louis Kahanamoku explained that the Beachboys especially fiked to surf with
girls on their shoulders because tandem surfing invited exciting and intimate
maneuvers.®® While paddling back out for another wave, some Beachboys
would ride up on haole girls ‘dkole {behinds) as they lay face down on the
Eont of the surfboard. Another Beachboy recalled reaching a client’s daughter

Beachboys canoe surfing in Wa
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o surf. She was a “nice, cute girl, oh God. Ni
she liked . & . Nice figure and everything.
e Orier.n:(f:hzj (ijsnagnjv:;il. We jok.ed and we have fun sfl}lf:ﬁnri: Aiﬁ
o gnd }tj;row her off in the Wat:r‘z;i‘;e{izs”ggﬂ I push—I grab her legs like
eac .
S g(;);‘ssz:lr)e alsodresponszbie for protecting their clients from the sun
b 70 T dhe wtizz Iunc.ler the watch of a Beachboy he got a mark agajns;
prevent Sunbunf Joe Ak;mif(mmsage) women with oil on a regular basis to
memorable clien;s bef a. ondly remembered massaging one of his mose
SR e zrf talqng her out for a tandem surf, “Jinks Falkenber
lookine for me HIK}Z els. Nationwide. Jinks Falkenberg, oh, my. .. . She canig;
. ?omi an.d . t.o.Ok ad to see that she didn't ger burned. We did all that, you
In the ;:venin 3 tl'zczlr ; Of}ti:lem as far as protection was concerned.” ’
and sharp Outﬁts.gMOSt o?fatch:riijj:pil i:ie- gicls off their feet with music
instrum gifted singers who played 2
ing um‘;-‘lﬂ;z ﬁiaw?e tluxecios. Joe Akana said, “You nevir Zeardnajlr;?)ig f
on Sunday ni h{: tAfl Cf; d Beachboys. They used to habiruate the Moana ie};i
nights. The Piir u;ed lfeople used to wait for em, you know, on Sun[zia
other nights they <o jo e so crowded, youd think it would go down.””? Or}i
dance hula T ‘“breg&ted at the beach, the pier, or the stone wall to si
» or play ‘ukulele. Beachboy songs, like traditional Hawatian musi
C

and dance, we
re i
. often seen as seductive. The lyrics of B
seems to prove this. one Beackbey sang

i
SRS

ikilt. (Courtesy of Bishop Museum)
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Won't you
Corme teach me
How to swim,

How to swim

T'd like

To swim with you.

Td like
To have you hold me.

And thar’s all
You need to do.

Won't you
Come teach me
How to swim,

How to swim.

*Cause 1 don't want
3

To swimn alone.’
i ines © 1o
For the second verse of chis song they would subsuaitc the 11?351,1122\;113
i with “how to surf,” and in the third verse they sang howfto adril fahola
i ) .
Sr:ove where the dancer rotates and sways at the }zps.), an?l t}%e t ::.r;wv;c v
ici Akana to say; instead, during the u.1 .
B e expiimsl:i;oiOhanGod O};l gee”74 Other songs, like the following,
fer an 3 » - >

g

Fold me, dear

And follow me, dear,
And just let me

Be with you.

In your arms,
The world seems mine,
But ! can’t believe

I’s true.
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Don’t say I'm wrong
If1go away.
You never gave me

Your heare.

When you say,

“I love you, dear”
And just let me be
With you.

After their musical gatherings on the pier, at the hotels, or on the beach
ended, Beachboys were escorted home by seemingly mesmerized females.
One Beachboy explained, “When the moon was up and the pier music was
going on, oh, God. When the thing broke up at night, when it was all over,
one Beachboy he went this way, one went this way with his wahine, and
they all go in their different directions. [Laughs] Oh, chee. Boy.”’* As seen
in the following story, where William “Ox” Keaulani took a girl out for a

midnight tandem surf, some Beachboys even returned 1o the ocean for their
moonlight after-parties.

It was a warm summer night, and as they paddled out into the darkness
on his tandem board, Ox surreptitiously slipped off his bathing suit. Qur
near the reef, they caught a small bur well-formed wave. When Ox told the
woman to stand up on the board, she stood up. Suddenly, she turned and
saw him, framed in the moenlight. “Ox!” she screamed, a look of horror
and excitement crossing her face. “Ie fell off” he shouted, laughing above

the roar of the surf. Then, putting his arms around her waist and pulling her
close, they rode the wave toward shore.”

Through such inreraction, Waikiki Beachboys violated social rules of an
American society governed by anti-miscegenation laws and threatened haole
hegemony by conquering engendered, and privileged, property.” Bur this
also highlights the fact that Hawaiians battled over property, especially ones
that surfers had access to. In many ways sexual encounters with white women
in the surf became a mark of identity for these men, because it meant they,
too, could participare in engendered conquests, However, such Hawaiian
conquests were rare and poinc to the unique nature of the surf and those
Hawaiian men who reigned there. While the tourist industry promoted the
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islands as 2 “woman’ to conquer, Hawailan men were not marketed as sex
objects in the way femazle hula dancers were. Thus these Hawaiian men were
not playing into or accommodating tourist expectations of sexual conguest
racher, they were defying them.

A similar conflict over engendered properties can be seen through ten-
sion berween Beachboys and haote military men in their Waikiki boarder
land. Prior to World War 1, che Hui Nalu/Beachboys were involved in several
brawls with haole soldiers in Waikiki, many of whom were stationed at nearby
Fore DeRussy.”® One Hui Nalu surfer, Kalia resident, and Kahanamoku rela-
tive explained that drunken soldiers would often trample through the yards
of Hawailan families in Katia, Waikiki.

You see in those days, in order for them [soldiets] o cazch the rapid transit
thort cutl, they had w walk up Kalia Road,
‘Fna, to Kalakaua. .
coming home drunk, you know, the usual thing, Yelling, or they'll come in
the yard and go o sleep, things like that. You got to expect it. Got 1o get
the MPs down there, That's the kind of trouble we had. It’s the new batch

of soldiers who come in to DeRussy that get this way.?

right? Kalia Road, come up
.. So on payday nights, after midnight when they're

When drunken young soldiers caroused, trespasséd, and chased Hawaiian
girls, Hui Nalu surfers confronted them. According to Akana, fights between
Waikiki Hawaiian surfers and American servicemen were Common because
the soldiers were “cocky people” who “came down In out neighborhood
and sometimes got nasty with our girls.” He continued, “So we always pro-
rected our gisls.” 3 By most Hawaiian accounts, the soldiers were 0pponents
quickly vanquished.*

In one such account, Hul Nalu surfers beat
from the cruise liner SS Great Northern in Waikiki. Eighreen
the all-German crew marched down Katakaua Avenue and provoked a fight
with Hui Nalu surfers. Louis Kahanamoku said that once they approached
che Hawaiians, “the head guy gave 2 whistle. He yells, ‘Chargel” But we were
ready. And we were fast. Bam. Bam. Bam. The whole thing happened so

gave another whistle, retreatr” 2 According

a group of German sailors
to twenty of

fast. Pretry soon the head guy
w0 this account, the sailors fled because the Waikiki surfers had overcome
the Germans. Though Hui Nalu surfers were generally characterized as lov-
able and generous, they feariessly and fiercely pmtecred. themselves and their

beaches when necessary.
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Tand g ikiki | V
em surfing at Waikiki in the early 1900s. (Courtesy of Bishop Museum)

While Hawaii
awaiian sur far
b Bt ; fe;s often justified these fights as acts of protection (ove
wornen), their mortiv r
es appear paradoxical—si
may have had the . —since many whi
same : ] y whites
atual atemprs to motive. While such protective acts, on both sides, were
preserve engendered . g
both: to _ 5 property, Hawaiian surfers still
: reserve thei s still wanted
associatez e r 5r0perty and conquer someone else’s—a position usuall
with colonial enritie ; ¥
s. By defining
congueror, Hawaiian men trave rsei e themselves as both protector and
. 4 unique course h it
as entitled . . » one that positioned th
o d; even over colonial entitdements. Few Hawaiian mei defined th em
es in this way in the efined them-
early 1900s. Po'i .
. Poina nalu was indeed a uni
ed a unique place

Crashing Boundaries and Academic Models
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Trask, Flizabeth Buck, Houston Wood, and Jane Desmond have rightfully

d the commodification of Hawalian culture and the sexualization of

criticize
Hawaiian women by the rourist industry.®® Most effectively, Trask has argued
s of Hawaiian women 10 pro-

chat the tourist industry uses sexualized image

mote Hawaiians as ideal natives for tourism. She said this was not only a ploy

o entice visitors, but to “disparage Native resistance.”>*

In this picrure, sland women are sexually allurt
Nagive Hawaiian men are airbrushed out. Analyzing early twentieth-century
images of Hawaiians on postcards and stereoscopes, Jane Desmond stases that
“Native Hawailan males were rarely pictured, and when they were, almost
never with Hawaiian women.”® The reason for this, she concludes, was
that the Hawaiian male disrupted the tourist industry’s ideal native equa-
tion: Hawai't = woman = sexual availability.% More recently, Ty Tengan has
¢ Hawaiian men have been repeatedly emasculated through Euro-
d to justfy colonial dominance

ng to white men, and

argued tha
American media. Such representations helpe
and maintain the idea that Hawai'i was a place of white male consumption—
the U.S. military and the tourist industry being the primary utensils for this

feast.5? Although these views have some truth, the Waikiki Beachboys do not
rrepresentcd, these

fit this representation. Rather than emasculated and unde
olonial history.

Hawaiian surfers were popular, sexual, and active agents in & ¢
While some, like Desmond, have accurately noted that representa-
dions of Waikiki Beachboys were uncharaceristic, few have explored the
relacionship berween such imagery and the auronomy and empowerment
of these Hawaiian surfers. Describing che Beachboys image as “striking,”
Desmond rightly notes that unlike representations of other Hawaiian men,
the Beachboys were pictured as “strong, competent, completely in control
of the sicuation.”®® However, by simply suggesting that such representations
reflected a tone of “celebratory primitivism,” and because surfers were “at one
wich the forces of nature” in these porerayals, they were “akin to the hula girl”
and became objects of tourist desires.?? However, when analyzing the Waikik
Beachboys from the vantage of ka po‘ina nalu, we instead sce empowered
Hawailans who broke free from colonial discourse and were actively engaged
in pursuing their own nferests. Far from being lifeless objects laid out for
hboys were pleasure seckers, rOmancers, athletes,

tourist consumption, Beac
watermen, and Haywaiians. When Jooking at their history, it is not difficulr to

see the Beachboys as empowered agents. In ka po‘ina nalu, they defied tour- -
nearly invisible Natives. Rather

ist portrayals of Hawaiian men as passive,

than being exploited victims of tourism, the Beachboys defied rather than
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The Massie Affair and World War IT

ji\é?louililnb:;ime;s for the Beachboys was at an all-time high in 1930 and
famn;es y ie ionoC amm for the worse after 1932. As tourism grew, Hawaiian
amies e & V::asmgiy pushed off their Waikiki land. As property values
e rismg, - Hnt u.;‘)-, and many ’f:.{awaiians were unable to keep pace with
che rhing Conﬁéc awlil ilaw at th‘e time allowed speculators to pay the back
s an_con' ;t[: ::';c };mgemes. This is how many haole took Hawaiian
o &i;md urkey’ Love lamented such losses and explained that
many of s frien {s W;r; vxf:nms of this system. One of them was “Tough
tmole N fam.?n ham;ly?, who lost his home on Hobron Lane 1w t;e
o e b agoon expzi iﬂ\:doc‘%a;x;ed }—tlhe property after paying the delinquent
that 3\1 ... My uncle ]0:3, he Ioz hisaziléa:c)lfsg - el land because of
. .
iy ;};15? iilzldi;%e;;lanon harmed many Beachboy families, the Massie
Ol ot and 1932 amaged the Beachboy business. In September 1931
e—— s:f ive tocal men (two Hawalians, one Hawaiian-Chinese
et e raping her. In the trial, defense attorney William Heen’
proved that ;gvc ) T 2 é\dv;defzce and time frames of the accused, these men
coule nor ped Massie (larer, the Pinkerron Report determined th
ot raped at all). The case ended in a hung jury. Shortly aftertdj;

trial, Massie’s h .

. dier; rid ;Sba;;d, Tommie, her mother, Grace Forrescue, and two sol
' napped and murdered ’ 0 sol-
red one of the five

me, JOC Kahahawai
al. Even

after being caught red-handed with Kahahawai’s body in the back of thei
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With five thousand dollars they bought all the equiptment on the beach
(umbrellas, canoes, chairs, etc.) from Kiihié to the Halekulani (or the larger
parr of Waikiki Beach). They even gobbled up Dudie Miller's Hui Nalu conces-
sions. Then, Mullahey tightened his control over the business by micromanag-
ing the operations. He created a central office, made a bookler thar outlined
guidelines and procedures for all the services offered—from swimming and
surfboard lessons to how to massage tourists. Using the racist rheroric from
the Massie case and the members’ whireness to its advantage, the Qurrigger
colonized a Hawaiian industry and asserted itself over a Hawaiian domain. %
Desperate and out of work, many Hawaiian Beachboys began working for
Mullahey’s beach patrol. Alan “Turkey” Love was one of them. He switched
over, he said, because business was not good for the Beachboys in 1932 and
1933. Perhaps business was slow because of recent local events like the Massie
affair, but the Grear Depression was also crippling much of the world’s econ-
omy. However, not all Hui Nalu members jumped to join Mullahey. While
some tried to freelance, others simply left the beach. Perhaps working for the
Outrigger was simply 100 much to bear. Although Hui Nalu and Qutrigger
members worked together for the first time, divisions berween the Hawaiians
and haole persisted. The most notable division hinged on pay. Several of the
Hawaiian Beachboys complained that che Ourrigger paid them very poorly.
During World War IT Waikiki was barricaded with barbed wire and the
beaches shut down. Beachboy services were nonexistent during this time, and
many Hawaiians left Waikiki to find other work, Love explained thart after the
war was over only a small percentage returned. Although Waikiki Hawaiian
surfers were no longer center stage on the Waikik? tourist scene during the
war, some Hawalians revived the Beachboy business after the war. In 1964 the
Outrigger moved near Diamond Head and the Outrigger beach parrol was
no more. With many of the old haole elite marginalized politically after the
war by local Japanese, and the club increasingly criticized for its racist agen-
"das, Ourrigger influence diminished in the Waikiki surf % Some Hawaiians
created new concessions during this time, such as Earl Akana’s Hale Auaua
- Surfboards, among other freelancers. However, as the tourism boom gradu-
“ally curned Waikiki into a concrete jungle, the beaches became overcrowded
“with visitors, and the diverted streams changed the quality of the surf, the
cean scemed less like a sancruary. While a younger generation of Hawaiian
Beachboys still brought in money for surfing lessons, by the 1950s many
Hawaiian surfers rurned their actention roward other beaches, like Qb

west side—at breaks fike Makaha, where young surfers fike Buffalo Keaulana
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quickly climbed to legendary stacus. In the 1960s the North Shore became
the next proving ground, a place where surfers like Keatoha Kaio dominated
the largest surf ridden since ancient times.

Although the spark of the old Beachboy days seemed w0 fade in the lat-
ter part of the rwenticth century, the Beachboys are still in Waikiki today.
Their rent to the Department of Land and Natural Resources has gone up a
thousandfold, and the spotlight cast on them is not as bright as it used to be,
but they are nonetheless very visible, usually busy, and often popular with che
{adies. Today, while from the beach the Waikiki surf zone looks chaotic, filled
with myriad tourists and other beginning surfers, surprisingly there are still
local and Hawaiian surfers who maintain their positions atop the social hier-
archy in Waikiki waves. While some things change, others remain the same.

The conflict berween the Hui Nalu and Qutrigger was a continuation

of the political battle char had raken place on land a few years prior. But this
battle had a different ouccome. Because Qurrigger annexationists were unable
to snatch this Hawaiian space from the firm grip of Hui Nalu surfers in the
early 1900s, Hawalians conrinued to reign in ka po'ina nalu. Meanwhile,
Hawaiian surfers simultaneously redefined colonial boundaries and them-
selves chrough their resistance. Because of their successes in the surf, the
Liui Nalu-tusned-Waikiki Beachboys defined themselves in direct contrast
co films, books, and other Hawai'l markering paraphernalia. By the 1940s
haole hegemonic authority in the Territory of Hawai'i insisted that Nartive
men be submissive and nonresistant American subjects.” Although contem-
porary researchers like Noenoe Silva have more recently shown thac Hawaiian
resistance to American colonialism was much more pronounced and active
than portrayed by twentieth-century historians, the reach of U.S. colonialism
lengthened in the early 1900s. In spite of this, Hawailan surfers defied colo-
nial categories that insisted on Native passivity. In fact, they directly fought
against those who authored such colonial discousse. In resisting haole elites,
Hui Nalu surfers disregarded and subvested colonial boundaries placed upon
Hawaiian men. But these Hawaiians were not merely fighting colonial dis-
courses; rather, they were fighting for Hawalian autonomy in the surf. In the
next chapter, [ explore further the historic implications of these imagined and
colonial categories.

CHAPTER 4

Unmanning Hawaiians
Producing “ldeal Natives” via Tourism,
Hollywood, and Historical Writings
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