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1. BODY PARAGRAPHS: A good history essay consists of the following components:
general statements, specific examples and quotes to support the general statements, your
analysis of those examples and quotes and an explanation of how they it into the overall
topic/argument of the essay. Each paragraph should contain the following:

A. TOPIC SENTENCES

Each paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that explains a main point in
your argument and links it to that argument. Your topic sentence should always
be in your own words. Do not begin a paragraph with a quote.

Your topic sentence should indicate whether you are continuing with the same or
a similar idea, or whether you are transitioning to a new or conflicting idea. Use
transition words like: additionally, likewise; (or) in contrast, however.

B. EVIDENCE / QUOTE

Follow your topic sentence with a paragraph that includes evidence and analysis.
Use at least one quote for each point/paragraph.

You may use more than one, but don’t let quotes write your paper for you. The
quotes are there to support your argument, not the other way around.

Your essay should be primarily in your own words. If any page or paragraph has
‘more lines in quotes than in your own words, shorten or reduce your quotes.
Quotes should never be more than half of the text.

Try marking the quotes or information that you want to use with a number that
corresponds with a number in your outline or list. That makes it very easy to flip
through the book and pull out the quotes you have selected.

C. YOUR ANALYSIS

The remainder of the paragraph should be your analysis of the evidence; your
explanation as to how this evidence supports your argument.

Don't let a quote speak for itself. Provide explanation and analysis.

No more than one point per paragraph. You may find, however, that each point
requires lengthy discussion. In that case, you may find that you need several
paragraphs to discuss each point. No paragraph longer than %2 to 2/3 of a page.

EXAMPLE of EFFECTIVE PARAGRAPH: (From essay about the Boston Massacre)

Another point that proves the British soldiers” innocence is the position the commander was
standing in when the firing began. The British officer would clearly not have placed himself
between his own soldiers and the angry mob right before giving the order to fire. Several
colonial eye-witnesses placed him in that position and were able to give details of what he was
wearing, Jim Burch explained that “I spoke with the Captain and stood right next to him. He
stood behind his men” (Burch 42). Likewise, Jane Gibbons stated “the Captain stood behind the
other redcoats wearing a bright red coat” (Gibbons 17). Logically, this means that the order to
fire must have come from somewhere else in the crowd. The Captain, an experienced officer,
would not have stood in front of his men if he had intended to attack the colonists.

IIL. CONCLUSION: Briefly summarize the evidence / Re-state and re-phrase your argument.
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