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EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY- Dr. Schwartz - 5-page ESSAY
DUE: Saturday April 28, midnight — on Vancko Hall

1. T4 AMERICAN REVOLUTION: Patriot or Loyalist

In this essay, you will make an argument either in support of American colonists” protest and
revolution against the King and Britain OR in opposition to protest and revolution and in support
of staying loyal to Britain. You may make this argument either as your assigned character OR
from your own perspective, as if you had been a colonist at the time. If you make the argument
as your character, you may write in first-person or third-person. You must use evidence from the
reading (required sources) to provide historical context and to support and prove your argument.

2. REQUIRED SOURCES

Only use assigned sources. No additional sources (internet or print) may be used or the essay is
graded as a zero. Essays must include quotations, specific examples, and citations from sources
as well as your own analysis and argument.

A. Bill Offut, Patriots, Loyalists, and Revolution in NYC
1) At least two of the following sections:
o “Social Discontent, the Fertile Soil of the Revolutionary Crisis,” pp. 22-36
o “The Economic Crisis Facing the Colonies,” pp. 36-41
o “Political Ideologies in the Revolutionary Crisis,” pp. 41-57
2) Atleast two of the following documents
o Thomas Paine, Common Sense, 1776
o James Chalmers, Plain Truth, 1776
o John Locke, Tivo Treatises on Government, 1689
o Samuel Seabury, Free Thoughts on the Proceedings of the Continental Congress
in a Letter to the Farmer, 1774
3) If you wish to use any of the three documents we did not go over in class (Daniel
Dulany, Soame Jenyns, or Samuel Johnson) in addition to the readings above, you may.

B. America Firsthand
4) At least one of the following documents
*  Benjamin Franklin, “Defending Colonial Activities before Parliament,”
pp- 80-86
o Thomas Preston, “A British Officer’s Description,” pp. 88-92
George Robert Twelves Hewes, John Tudor, and the Boston Gazette and
Country Journal, “Colonial Accounts,” pp. 92-99

3. FORMAT: Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, 1” margins, page
numbers, and stapled. Include a title page with your name and a creative paper title centered on
the page. On the first page of text do not include a heading; begin at the top of the page. Indent
paragraphs; o spaces between paragraphs. MLA in-text citation and Works Cited page required.
Title page and works cited page do 0 count toward required page count. Your essay must be 5
full pages of text. 10 points per page will be deducted for essays shorter than 5 full pages; there
is no maximum page limit.

4. SUBMISSION: Submit your essay on Vancko Hall to two links: the grading link and the
turn-it-in link. PAPERS CANNOT BE SUBMITTED LATE.

5. ROUGH DRAFTS: Rough draft review is optional, but beneficial. You may bring a copy to
me during office hours or email a draft. Use the writing center for help with writing mechanics.




