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~ . ulanarrow and privileged class. They are happily Eﬁuomﬂzm
=i public opinion commands and insists upen full informa-

~ cuncerning all the nation’s affairs.

self-governing peoples of the world.” In his most celebrated sentence,
declared, “the world must be made safe for democracy.”

——— % radiast concert for peace can never be Em..Engm mMﬁMWM%MM
OURr 0BJECT ...isto vindicate the principles of peace and justi g nerhip of %Boﬂ.mﬂm mm.Eﬁ.Em, No mﬁomﬂw.ﬁ% WMMMH.“” i
the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic DOwer an B liunted to keep faith S:r:.g itor o_wmwzm 1 SebEy st
set up among the really free and self-governed peoples of the S8 apie of honor, a ﬁmﬁsﬁ.mﬁ% of owEMus. i .noEMEd end and pre-
such a concert of purpose and of action as will henceforth enup i ticir purpose and :.5; ) q.usmwm%mw of their own. . ..
the observance of those principles. Neutrality is no longer feas * the interests of mankind to any smwaoé 1 Ll e
or desirable where the peace of the world is involved and the froad jp vorld mustibie mm% 12 mmB_o.m w_ﬁémuq We have no
of its peoples, and the menace to that peace and freedom lieg in g e upon the tested moa.damaowm / wﬂ j M mogwiom.ém seek no
existence of autocratic sovernments backed by organized fi “ish ends to serve. We desire no nwbmcmm ol sation for the sacrifices
which is controlled wholly by their will, not by the will of “olimnities for ourselves, no material nwzwumwga A
people. We have seen the last of neutrality in such circumstayy W0 shall freely make. We are but one of the champ

“Lnankind. We shall be satisfied when those rights have been made

We are at the beginning of an age in which it will be o1 s theia e R o,

the same standards of conduct and of responsibility for wrong dog
shall be observed among nations and their governments that ap
observed among the individual citizens of civilized states,

We have no quarrel with the German people. We have no feelin
toward them but one of sympathy and friendship. It was not upon thels
impulse that their government acted in entering this war, It was ne
with their previous knowledge or approval. It was a war determ

L]

Lestions
i What changes in the relationship between the United States and the

i 7
o1 of the world does Wilson foresee emerging from World War 17

(( w QOmm W H—mo: ~mwumcm :Hm._“ autocratic WOCme:HHmH.:“m. not QWEOGH_W_;G

jen, are the cause of wars?

125. Randolph Bourne, "“War Is the Health
of the State” (1918)

Yource: Randolph Bourne Papers, Rare Books and Manuscripts Library,
and where no one has the right to ask questions, Cunningly contrived (‘olumbia University.
plans of deception or aggression, carried, it may be, from generation
to generation, can be worked out and kept from the light only"

within the privacy of courts or behind the carefully guarded confi

American entry into World War I divided the ranks of wﬂomHmMmﬂmm.
L ) H a“« OH.
Most rallied to President Wilson's promise of a world “made safe
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democracy,” in which American power would disseminate Progress|

values throughout the world and the United States itself would be re

along scientific lines, with a renewed sense of national unity and ex

ing social justice. John Dewey, a leading Progressive educator and wi| .
on democracy, urged Progressives to recognize “the social possibilities
war.” One Progressive who dissented was Dewey’s young protégé Ran
dolph Bourne, who warned at the outset that the war would empower
least democratic forces in American life.” Bourne died in the influens
cpidemic of 1918. At the time he was working on an essay about the (i
quences of World War I for American life.

B e T

To MosT AmEericaNs of the classes which consider themsel
significant the war brought a sense of the sanctity of the §f
which, if they had had time to think about it, would have seeme
sudden and surprising alteration in their habits of thought. In tj
of peace, we usually ignore the State in favour of partisan politi
controversies, or personal struggles for office, or the pursuit of par
policies. It is the Government rather than the State with which |
politically minded are concerned. The State is reduced to a shado
emblem which comes to consciousness only on occasions of pal
otic holiday. ...

The moment war is declared, . . . the mass of the people, throug
some spiritual alchemy, become convinced that they have will
and executed the deed themselves. They then, with the exception of
a few malcontents, proceed to allow themselves to be regimented
coerced, deranged in all the environments of their lives, and turned
into a solid manufactory of destruction toward whatever othey
people may have, in the appointed scheme of things, come within
the range of the Government’s disapprobation. The citizen throws
off his contempt and indifference to Government, identifies him:
self with its purposes, revives all his military memories and sym
bols, and the State once more walks, an August presence, through
the imaginations of men. Patriotism becomes the dominant feel:
ing, and produces immediately that intense and hopeless confusiog
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bl the society of which he isa part....
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===
hold honorable place in a university—the republic of learning—if
heisatall unsound on the war. Even mere association with persons
thus tainted is considered to disqualify a teacher. Anything per
taining to the enemy becomes taboo. His books are suppressed
wherever possible, his language is forbidden. His artistic producty
are considered to convey in the subtlest spiritual way taints of vagl
poison to the soul that permits itself to enjoy them. So enemy music
is suppressed, and energetic measures of opprobrium taken againg|

those whose artistic consciences are not ready to perform such an

act of self-sacrifice. . ..

War is the health of the State. It automatically sets in motion

throughout society those irresistible forces for uniformity, for pag
sionate cooperation with the Government in coercing into obedi-
ence the minority groups and individuals which lack the larger
herd sense. The machinery of government sets and enforces the
drastic penalties; the minorities are either intimidated into silence,
or brought slowly around by a subtle process of persuasion which
may seem to them really to be converting them. ... The nation in
wartime attains a uniformity of feeling, a hierarchy of values
culminating at the undisputed apex of the State ideal, which could
not possibly be produced through any other agency than war,
Loyalty—or mystic devotion to the State—becomes the major
imagined human value. Other values, such as artistic creation,
knowledge, reason, beauty, the enhancement of life, are instantly and
almost unanimously sacrificed, and the significant classes who have
constituted themselves the amateur agents of the State are engaged
not only in sacrificing these values for themselves but in coercing all
other persons into sacrificing them. . ..

In time of war, the ethnic elements which have any traditional
connection with the enemy, even though most of the individualg
may have little real sympathy with the enemy’s cause, are naturally
lukewarm to the herd-feeling of the nation which goes back to State
traditions in which they have no share, But to the natives imbued
with State-feeling, any such resistance or apathy is intolerable. ...

i
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{0 leaders of the significant classes, who feel Bo.m.ﬁ Hﬂmsmmm_wh“m

Lile compulsion, demand a roo menE.: >ﬂmﬂynmmwwrmwa o
10 percent of the population. The State 1s a jealous Go b
Lok no rivals. Its sovereignty must pervade every one, wb o
L1 must be run into the stereotyped forms of romantic p

iti i tate herd-
itarism which is the traditional expression of the Sta
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127. Carrie Chapman Catt, Ad : —
OODQammm on Women's S ; QUEE) o ol existence but have been our chief historic pride and at all
s Suffrage (1917) . {he sheet anchor of our liberties.

L ighity yearsafter the Revolution, Abraham Lincoln welded those
0 naxims into a new oné: «Qurs is a government of the people,
L il people, and for the people.” Fifty years more passed and the
Bicdent of the United States, Woodrow Wilsor, in a mighty crisis of
. 1tion, proclaimed to the world: “We are fighting for the things
L0 we have always carried nearest to our hearts: for democracy,

L the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their

Source: Carrie Ch
apman Cattl, A
States (New York, 191 7). n Address to the Congress of the Uniteg

Carrie Chapman Catt, a long-time campai

as presid ; paigner for votes fo

G%o to HMM“ MM%MMM”WWMWMHMHMSHM Women Suffrage .»MmMMHMMH%”
associated wi : 0 1920. Many wome .

ot /\MMHN” HM WMQW&WEQSEQ.H and oEMmem >MHMM“MMMHW w.
support for the SZWV:HMMMMW G 38@&@ dirg &83&& IR fovernment.
World Warl. Catt reasoned that b ﬂMM.mw&,B.m rican participation in |1l (he way between these immortal aphorisms political leaders
would finally win the right to <omw. ing partin the war effort, womel L.« leclared unabated faith in their truth. Not one American has

L o question thedr logic in the 141 years of our national existence.

1w over stupidly our country may have evaded the logical applica-

In the wint
er of 1917, Catt addressed Congress urging support fi
Itiora
s never swerved from its devotion to the theory of

constitutiona

e Esw meﬁwﬁmwﬁ .:w enfranchise women. To bolster her argu-

i e nation’s monu&sw principles, and Wilson's clain

Sl was :H.m leader in the worldwide struggle for d
egy bore fruit when Congress in 1918 approved the %_H” .,

teenth Amendm
ent, which becam . ]
biian e part of the Constitution two years r___“_ ,__ :,stmémmwm%w 1 Uncle Sam floati e ith
| . (or the vote? Behold our Uncie am floating the banner Wi
jon is tyranny,” and with

. hand, “Taxation without representat

W ot her seizing the billions of dollars paid in taxes by women 10
ming the

& hom he refuses “representation.” Behold him again, welco
LeR . ne and the newly .an,_m wﬁﬂwmﬁma citizen to “a
SNy against a system of government so securel e in their own government” while he denies ?mﬁ fundamental
LI and traditions of human soci ! mw:mwnr_., Jiht of democracy to thousands of women public school teachers
Wmmﬁmm Impregnable. From the beginnin Mﬁm@ that inS7u |11 whom many of these men learn all they know of citizenship
HMMMMMF%:E Edmmu and for kings, while EmmMmMHHWMWWMaobM h , L anil _*__:.momma. to women Q“.Emmm presidents, H.o women who ?w.mor
. ..Hm.mmﬁ.m >Bm.ﬁmmb Revolutionists boldly proclaimed NW. paie W our pulpits, interpret law in our cOUrts, preside over our hospitals,
an tion without representation is tyranny.” * ed the her L /11e books and magazines, and serve in every uplifting moral and
wazm their just powers from the cons VEAnDy e GosIinE .. 11l enterprise. Is there a single man who can justify such inequal-
B.Hmﬂm won, and the nation which was M:M MM ..Em governed Alhclely |1y ol treatment, such outrageous discrimination? Not one. ...
victory has held unfailingly that thes mmﬁMO WNMHM&MJG: of thelk " scond, the suffrage for women already established in the United
al principld on inevitable. When Elihu

of dem i .
OcCratic government are not only the spiri 4165 makes women suffrage for the nat1
y the spiritual sourcelofiy merican Society of International Law, at

Al times, itha
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the eleventh annual meeting in Washington, April 26, 1917, mma,

“The world cannot be half democratic and half autocratic. It must be
all democratic or all Prussian. There can be no compromise,” hi

voiced a general truth. Precisely the same intuition has already’

taught the blindest and most hostile foe of woman suffrage that our
nation cannot long continue a condition under which government il
half its territory rests upon the consent of half of the people and il
the other half upon the consent of all the people; a condition which
grants representation to the taxed in half of its territory and denies
itin the other half; a condition which permits women in some states

to share in the election of the president, senators, and representi:
tives and denies them that privilege in others. It is too obvious ta

require demonstration that woman suffrage, now covering half our
territory, will eventually be ordained in all the nation. No one will

deny it. The only question left is when and how will it be completely
established.

Third, the leadership of the United States in world democracy -

compels the enfranchisement of its own women. The maxims of the

Declaration were once called “fundamental principles of govern

ment.” They are now called “American principles” or even “Amer}
canisms.” They have become the slogans of every movement toward
political liberty the world around, of every effort to widen the sul
frage for men or women in any land. Not a people, race, or class striy:

ing for freedom is there anywhere in the world that has not made our

axioms the chief weapon of the struggle. More, all men and women
the world around, with farsighted vision into the verities of things
know that the world tragedy of our day is not now being waged over
the assassination of an archduke, nor commercial competition, nor
national ambitions, nor the freedom of the seas. It is a death grapple
between the forces which deny and those which uphold the truthg of
the Declaration of Independence.... :
Do you realize that in no other country in the world with demo
cratic tendencies is suffrage so completely denied as in a considerabli
number of our own states? There are thirteen black states where no

10 referendum you compel them to d
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——

for
[l1ape for women exists, and fourteen others where suffrage fo

_en is more limited than in many foreign countries.

when you ask women to take their cause to
o this: that you drive women
who cannot read

11 you realize that

| o ucation, refinement, achievement, to beg men

L their political freedom?

: ; i
1) you realize that such anomalies as a college president me_. g
. . - " H-HMﬂl
L1 Janitor to give hera vote are overstraining the patience an

. women to desperation?

1o you realize that women in increasing nu

et _ﬂ he long delay in their enfranchisement? A
\our party platforms have pledged women mu&ﬁmma. A. en why

! be honest, frank friends of our cause, adopt it 1n H__mm_:@ as your

11, make it a party program, and “fight with us”? As a party

4 aiure—a measure of all parties—why not put the amendment

; friends,
ongh Congress and the _mmaﬁgwm% We shallall be better Irie

.. hall have a happier nation, we women will be free to support
_ . 1lly the party of our choice, and we shall be far prouder of our

|

mbers indignantly

Bislory. B _u.
) . . . 3 i mb
[liere is one thing mightier than kings and armies”—aye, t

L unpresses and political @mﬁﬁmmf:gm power of an idea érms,wﬂm
Wine hias come to move.” The time for woman suffrage has .noEm. e
s hour has struck. If parties preferto ﬁOm%ob.m mnﬂoaodmﬁ
Ll thus do battle with this idea, they challenge the inevitable. The
1oy will not perish; the party which opposes it Bmﬂ. Every a&.m%_
.1y trick, every political dishonesty from now on will mﬁmmcg.mm
.« women of the land more and more, and when the party or w.mﬁﬂmm
1L have so delayed women suffrage finally let it come, “%.mﬁ sin-
. 11ly will be doubted and their appeal to the Dmé.g.ﬂmam will be M:mw
yith &, uspicion. Thisisthe psychology of the situation. Can you affor
e 1isk? Think it over. 3
Wwe know you will meet opposition. There are a few “women
Lers” left, a few “old males of the tribe” ... who know wm..nm_.,..ﬁrmﬁ
. men what is good for them. There are women, too, with “slave
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‘ndowed with political freedom before the next presidentia

souls” and “clinging vines” for backbones. There are female dolls a ay Tesume its world leadership in

male dandies. But the world does not wait for such as these, nord
liberty pause to heed the plaint of men and women with a grou
She does not wait for those who have a special interest to serve, 1)
a selfish reason for depriving other people of freedom. Holding i
torch aloft, liberty is pointing the way onward and upward and sy
ing to America, “Come.”

To you and the supporters of our cause in Senate and House, a
the numberislarge, the sufiragists of the nation express their gral
ful thanks, This address is not meant for you. We are more trul
appreciative of all you have done than any words can express. Wi
ask you to make a last, hard fight for the amendment during th
present session. Since last we asked a vote on this amendment, you
position has been fortified by the addition to suffrage territory o
Great Britain, Canada, and New York.

Some of you have been too indifferent to give more than casual
attention to this question. It is worthy of your immediate consider
ation. A question big enough to engage the attention of our allies in
wartime is too big a question for you to neglect.

way be ¢
|, 1ion, and that our nation m

Locracy. :
i n

Woman suffrage 1s coml
L at

| 1tors and Members of the House of Represent

g—you know it. Will you, mononEm
ives, help or hin-

]
et 1l

Lnestions

il Qomm om_n_.. ﬁwmwwﬂ. ﬂwwmﬁ Q.@:%uww wome :wm 11 T. to vote v wOHm._mmm ﬂwwm
< N

Juinciple of democracy?

o not support the campaign

i d
1low does Catt characterize wWOmen who

fur sullrage?

128. Eugene V. Debs, Speech to the Jury (1918)

: . 37-57-
: g bk : ite Book (Girard, KS, 1920), pp. 37
Some of you have grown old in party service. Are you willing thal Hource: The Debs White Book (
those who take your places by and by shall blame you for having 1 or's claim that the United States entered World
failed to keep pace with the world and thus having lost for them a Despite President Wilson's cla s event

2 afe for democracy,
mskethe 0Tl pression of freedom of

gr7 prohibited

Warlin 1917 to .
s followed at home by the most massive sup ;
untry’s history. The Espionage Actof 1 5
with the draft but also “false statemen

ition Act made ita

: e 44 s. In H@Hmw, the Sedi

' might impede military succes ; “contempt,
ey ! oken or printed statements intended to cast “contemp

g inter-
» on the “form of government” or that advocated in

party advantage? Is there any real gain for you, for your party, for
your nation by delay? Do you want to drive the progressive men and
women out of your party?

Some of you hold to the doctrine of states’ rights as applying
to woman suffrage. Adherence to that theory will keep the United
States far behind all other democratic nations upon this question. A
theory which prevents a nation from keeping up with the trend of
world progress cannot be justified.

Gentlemen, we hereby petition you, our only designated repre-
sentatives, to redress our grievances by the immediate passage of the
Federal Suffrage Amendment and to use your influence to secure its
ratification in your own state, in order that the women of our nation

lion wa
pxpression in the co .
not only spying and interfering

¢rime to make sp
seorn, or disrepute
i ffort.

ference with the ware i,
The government charged more than 2,000 5&4&< ool
icti . Debs,

{hese laws. The most prominent victim was msmmsm. ey

{he Socialist Party, convicted in 1918 under the Esplonag
e A

i rtales-
war speech. Before his sentencing, Debs gave the cou
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from Tom Pai
in SLoA
Y .m to the &uﬁ.urﬂoﬁmﬁm and pointing out that the nation|
ged in a war without internal opposition. Sentenced t i
5 ed to ten

years in prison, Debs w
) ras released in J
sor, Warren G. Harding. 1921 by Woodrow Wilson's succes

Ma :
mMHHH M P M EASE the court, and gentlemen of the jury
m H. . . . "
st time in my life I appear before a jury in a court of la

tle about court
urt procedure, about the rules of evidence or legal
prac

i {
m . 1

- . .

that you are then
to determine b ;
branded wi gl o / y your verdict whether I _
with criminal guilt and be consigned, perhaps to Emrmﬁrﬂ.
’ he endo

my life, in a felon’s cell.
I wish lo a H P
Coe HQMM: the Mﬁw of all that has been testified to in this
: ve no disposition to d : 1
Soulan oAl eny anything that is tr
0 Hmﬁmnﬁ. w SME. escape the resultsof an adverse verdict HSM m.:“
4 10 Sd.H thatIhave uttered that I believe to be .mE.m. to 1
ol going to the penitentiary for the rest of my da save
men s.
s unwo: have heard the report of my speech mw\ Cant
; : ; n
il b M I submit that there is not a word in that spee rou
e € Mwmmm set out in the indictment. I admit gim M H.ﬂo
i peech. I admit the accuracy of the speech in all H?m eliv-
res as reported in this proceeding of its main
In what I had t :
0 say there my pur
understand Z purpose was to have the
to prepare ﬁwOEm;Sm about the social system in which we :MSEM
‘ ; e
o Bmmumﬂﬁﬁo change this system by perfectly peaceable MMQ
into what I, as a Socialist, concei
racy. ) eive to be areal democ-
From what ;
o Sy Bw\o% heard in the address of the counsel for the pros
iam:mm o ght naturally infer that I am an advocate of honm M
.Itis not true. I have never advocated violence in any f 3
orm.
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L0 always believed in education, in intelligence, in enlighten-
. and [ have always made my appeal to the reason and to the

\oce of the people.
| widinil being opposed to the present social system. I am doing
| little T can, and have peen for many years, to bring about &
hat shall do away with the rule of the great body of the peo-
1 class and establish in this country an indus-

..
Ranye |
W Ly a relatively smal
Ll and social democracy.

1, Franklin, Paine and
ehels of their day. When they began to chafeund
ow the seed of Tesistance among the col
ple and denounced by the press. .- But

|y hhad the moral courage {o be true to their convictions, 1o stand
action;and thatis why

1 and defy all the forces of reaction and detr
iy names shine in history, and why the great respectable majority

{ {heir day sleep in forgotten graves.

their compeers WeIe
ertheruleofa
onists

W ashington, Jefferso

Loipn king and to s
. were opposed by the peo

they W

on, Wendell phillips, Flizabeth Cady Stan-
Gerrit Smith, Thaddeus Stevens and other
ment who were regarded as public
_emies and treated accordingly, were trué to their faith and stood
(heir ground. They are all in history. You are now teaching your
iildren to revere {heir memories, while all of their detractors are

|11 oblivion.

William Lloyd Garris
{n, Susan B. Anthony.
Laders of the abolition move

¢ & &

his day I have never by word ot

arges embraced in this indictment. If Thave

d,it is because I believed it to be My
under the laws of the land.
is country has been
as been con-

From the beginning of thewartot
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s my right to do so
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Revolution was
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(uty, and that it wa
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(emned by some of the people, among the
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violently opposed. The Tory press representing the “upper clagse
denounced its leaders as criminals and outlaws.

The war of 1812 was opposed and condemned by some of the m
influential citizens; the Mexican war was vehemently opposed a
bitterly denounced, even after the war had been declared and was
in progress, by Abraham Lincoln, Charles Sumner, Daniel Webstof
Henry Clay and many other well-known and influential citizeng
These men denounced the President, they condemned his adminis
tration while the war was being waged, and they charged in sul
stance that the war was a crime against humanity. They were nol
indicted; they were not charged with treason nor tried for crimes
They are honored today by all of their countrymen.

The Civil War between the states met with violent resistance and L
passionate condemnation. In the year 1864 the Democratic Parly
met in national convention at Chicago and passed a resolution con
demning the war as a failure. What would you say if the Socialigl
Party were to meet in convention today and condemn the present
war as a failure? You charge us with being disloyalists and traitors
Were the Democrats of 1864 disleyalists and traitors because they
condemned the war as a failure?

And if so, why were they not indicted and prosecuted accord
ingly? I believe in the Constitution. Isn’t it strange that we Socialisty
stand almost alone today in upholding and defending the Constitu
tion of the United States? The revolutionary fathers who had been
oppressed under king rule understood that free speech, a free pregs
and the right of free assemblage by the people were fundamental
principles in democratic government.

That is the right I exercised at Canton on the sixteenth day of last
June; and for the exercise of that right, I now have to answer to this
indictment. I believe in the right of free speech, in war as well as in
peace. [ would not, under any circumstances suppress free speech,
It is far more dangerous to attempt to gag the people than to allow:
them to speak freely what is in their hearts.
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129. Rubie Bond, The Great Migration (1917)

\onrce: Rubie Bond: “The Great Migration” (1917). Reprinted by permission
of the Beloit College Archives.
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