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103. Andrew Carnegie, The Gospel of Wedlth
(1889)

Source: Andrew Carnegie, “Wealth,” North American Review (Tune 18y}
pp. 653—64.

One of the richest men in Gilded Age America, the industrialist Andrew
Carnegie promoted what he called the Gospel of Wealth, the idea thal
those who accumulated money had an obligation to use it to promote {h
advancement of society. He explained his outlook in this article in the
North American Review, one of the era’s most prominent magazines. Carni
gie would become famous for practicing what he preached. He helped (o
fund the creation of public libraries throughout the United States and
overseas, and gave money to philanthropies and charities ranging from
Carnegie Hall in New York City to the Carnegie Endowment for Interna
tional Peace. But as an employer, he was tyrannical, strongly opposing
labor unions and approving the use of violence against his own workers,

including in the Homestead strike that took place three years after the
publication of this article.

s

THE PROBLEM OF our age is the proper administration of wealth,
that the ties of brotherhood may still bind together the rich and
poor in harmonious relationship. The conditions of human life
have not only been changed, but revolutionized, within the past
few hundred years. In former days there was little difference between
the dwelling, dress, food, and environment of the chief and those of
his retainers. The Indians are to-day where civilized man then was.
When visiting the Sioux, I was led to the wigwam of the chief. It
was like the others in external appearance, and even within the dif.
lerence was trifling between it and those of the poorest of his braves,
The contrast between the palace of the millionaire and the cottage
of the laborer with us to-day measures the change which has come
with civilization, This change, however, is not to be deplored, but
welcomed as highly beneficial. It is well, nay, essential, for the prog-
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1 e race that the houses of some should be homes for all Wﬁmw
l,eut and best in literature and the arts, and for all the re Ew
1+ of civilization, rather than that none mrocﬁ.g 50. M.gcm !
(o1 Lhisgreat irregularity than sﬁ?mHm&.EcmmoH. Withoutw Mm "
an be no Mzcenas. The “good old times” were not goo mo :
_Neither master nor servant was as well situated then as S.« MM
lapse to old conditions would be disastrous ﬁo.@w?\.ﬁo =
| 10 10 him who serves—and would sweep . civilization MS
11t whether the change be for good or ill, it is upon us, beyon: Msm
wor Lo alter, and, therefore, to be mnnmm..mm and made the best of.
waste of time to criticize the inevitable....
_f m“ﬁ._ﬁwﬂ.ﬂwm disposition to tax more and more heavily large Mﬂm”m
ftat .%m% is a cheering indication of the mwoé,& of a m,w Mmm .M
hange in public opinion. The State of Pennsylvania Hﬂwgm Mﬁm -
ihject to some exceptions—one tenth .om the ﬁwoﬁi% eft M?u, -
cns. The budget presented in the British wﬁrw.Bmw.ﬁ the 0m . :M
(1oposes to increase the death duties; and, most Ems_mmmi ofall, :
_._ \w tax is to be a graduated one. Of all forms of taxation me mm.GB
F_f__.,wimmﬁ. Men who continue hoarding great sums mw QMWMMMH”
the proper use of which for public ends would work goo ..mﬁw ki
munity from which it chiefly came, should be made to fe e
community, in the form of the mSﬁ.. cannot thus be depriv -
proper share. By taxing estates meﬁ@ at mmmﬂ: the m.mm:m m
condemnation of the selfish millionaire’s unworthy li .m. el
It is desirable that nations should go much further in ﬁ. M 7
lion. Indeed, it is difficult to set bounds to :5. share of w MMn =
estate which should go at his death to the public throught M m_mm , M
of the State, and by all means such taxes should be mﬂ.mas%.ﬁm n_Hmm mm.Em
ning at nothing upon moderate sums to dependants, andin
i mounts swell....
BW%WMMMMMW charity, the main noﬁmaﬂmﬁoﬂ should be to Mm“w
those who will help themselves; to provide part of .Z.Hm mewﬁ,?
which those who desire to improve may .mo s0; to .mEM..u tho o
desire to rise the aids by which they may rise; to assist, ut rarely
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nature, and government must not interfere. Especially misguided, in Lhil

view, were efforts to uplift those at the bottom of the social order, such

as laws regulating conditions of work or public assistance to the poor.
The era’s most influential Social Darwinist was Yale professor Wil

Graham Sumner. For Sumner, freedom required frank acceptance of inequal
ity. The growing influence of Social Darwinism helped to popularizea “Iiig
ative” definition of freedom as limited government and an unrestrained (1}
market. It also helped to persuade courts, in the name of “liberty of contracl
to overturn state laws regulating the behavior of corporations.

TR R S

Man 18 BoRN under the necessity of sustaining the existence he ha

received by an onerous struggle against nature, both to win whal 18
essential to his life and to ward off what s prejudicial to it. He is boril
under a burden and a necessity. Nature holds what is essential to him,
but she offers nothing gratuitously. He may win for his use what she
holds, if he can. Only the most meager and inadequate supply for
human needs can be obtained directly from nature. There are tree§
which may be used for fuel and for dwellings, but labor is required
to fit them for this use. There are ores in the ground, but labor is nec

essary to get out the metals and make tools or weapons. Forany real
satisfaction, labor is mecessary to fit the products of nature for
human use. In this struggle every individual is under the pressure
of the necessities for food, clothing, shelter, fuel, and every individ-
ual brings with him more or less energy for the conflict necessary
lo supply his needs. The relation, therefore, between each man’s
needs and each man’s energy, or “individualism,” is the first fact of
human life.

It is not without reason, however, that we speak of a “man” as the
individual in question, for women (mothers) and children have spe-
cial disabilities for the struggle with nature, and these disabilities
prow preater and last longer as civilization advances. The perpetua-

ion of the race in health and vigor, and its success as a whole in its
sl ¢ 1o expand and develop human life on earth, therefore,
re that the head of the family shall, by his energy, be able to
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competition is liberty. Liberty means the security &
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man that, if he employs his energies to sustain the struggle
behalf of himself and those he cares for, he shall dispose of the prod
uct exclusively as he chooses. It is impossible to know whence any
definition or criterion of justice can be derived, if it is not deduced
from this view of things; or if it is not the definition of justice tha
cach shall enjoy the fruit of his own labor and self-denial, and o
injustice that the idle and the industrious, the self-indulgent and "
the self-denying, shall share equally in the product. i

Private property, also, which we have seen to be a feature ol
society organized in accordance with the natural conditions uf
the struggle for existence produces inequalities between men
The struggle for existence is aimed against nature. It is from hey
niggardly hand that we have to wrest the satisfactions for our needs,
but our fellow-men are our competitors for the meager supply. Com
petition, therefore, is a law of nature. Nature is entirely neutral; she
submits to him who most energetically and resolutely assails her
She grants her rewards to the fittest, therefore, without regard (o
other considerations of any kind. If, then, there be liberty, men gel
from her just in proportion to their works, and their having and
enjoying are just in proportion to their being and their doing. Such
is the system of nature. If we do not like it, and if we try to amend
it, there is only one way in which we can do it. We can take from
the better and give to the worse. We can deflect the penalties of
those who have done ill and throw them on those who have done
better. We can take the rewards from those who have done better
and give them to those who have done worse, We shall thus lessen
the inequalities. We shall favor the survival of the unfittest, and
we shall accomplish this by destroying liberty. Let it be under-
stood that we cannot go outside of this alternative: liberty, ine-
quality, survival of the fittest; not-liberty, equality, survival of the
unfittest. The former carries society forward and favors all its best

members; the latter carries society downwards and favors all its
worst members,
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11t we mean by liberty is civil liberty, or liberty .Eam.H law; NSM
1icans the guarantees of law that a man shall not w_m Eﬁﬁm_ﬂm
- while using his own powers for his own welfare. It H.m_ Emam_.oﬁm_
(| and political status; and that nation has the {reest E.mzﬁ%ﬁowm
Jhiich the guarantees of peace for the laborer and security tor ﬁam
(1 list are the highest. Liberty, therefore, does not by any means do
v with the struggle for existence. We might as well try todo mﬁmw
il the need of eating, for that would, in effect, be the mmB.m thing.
1t civil liberty does is to turn the competition of BE.H ,.EE man
1 violence and brute force into an industrial ncmeﬁzwﬁ under
i men vie with one another for the acquisition of material goods
industry, energy, skill, frugality, prudence, me@.menmu m.sm oﬁrw
' lustrial virtues. Under this changed order of things the Em@c.m i-
are not done away with. Nature still grants her Hwﬁmam of having
(1l enjoying, according to our being and doing, wﬁ.: is bo.é ME B”
| the highest training and not the man of the rmmﬁmﬁ mﬂ. é_ 0 mmm.wwm
I\ highest reward. It is impossible that the man with capital an H
Jan without capital should be equal. To affirm that they are equa
vould be to say that a man who has no tool can get as much mwom out
{ the ground as the man who hasa spade or a plough; or that the man

who has no weapon can defend himself as well against hostile beasts

' hostile men as the man who has a weapon. If that were so, zoﬁ.m ow
15 would work any more. We work and deny ourselves H .mﬁ nm?wm A
(st because, other things being equal, the man who wmm it is superior,
r:H attaining all the ends of life, to the man who has it not.

Questions
[ How does Sumner differentiate between the “n atural” roles of men and
women in society?

jali ity?
». How does he explain the existence of poverty and social inequality?
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106. Henry George, Progress and Poverty (1879

Source: Henry George, Pro
, Progress and P,
ol overty [1879] (New York, 1884),
_Muammm&mnﬂon with social conditions ip the Gilded Age extended well
m Méwm mmmﬂ%& workers. Alarmed by fear of class warfare and the grow
W i _

5 Hm%wmimw o>mosomu:m8m Em.um:F social thinkers offered numerous il

ge. Among the most influentia] was Henry George, whose Progi

and Po g
cmw tybecame one of the era's great best-sellers. Its extraordinary |
cess testified to what George called :

i

a wide- i

there is something radically wrong in MWMHMMMHMMMMMMM HHMMM.. i ﬁ_______
Om%Hmm”m wo.ow began with a famous statement of “the waEmH.ﬁ._HHW

MHM&NHMM “Mmmwwmm.mxwumsamw of .@o<2€ alongside material progress

oo : single tax,” which would replace other taxes witl 4

; y : reases in the value of real estate, The single tax would b

high that it would prevent speculation in both urban and 11 Al

_m:nw ,.aocE then become available to aspiring U:mwbmmmamﬂpﬁ“a Hﬂmmm

w ;

. MWMW MMN %%E.m ﬁ.o become farmers, Whether or not they believed In

m g . u 5:3. millions of readers Tesponded to his clear explanation
ofeconomic relationships and his mmiﬂm account of how the “unjust and

unequal distribution of wealth” lon
g thought to be confi
World had made its appearance in the Zmﬁm nfined to the Old

,and

THE EVILS AR :
it ISING Woﬁ the unjust and unequal distribution of
civiliz .ﬁ. ich are becoming more and more apparent as modery

ation goes on, are not incidents of progress, but tendencie§

which must bring progress to a halt; that they will not cure them

selves, but
,on the contrary, must, unless their cause is removed grow

greater and greater, until they sweep us back into barbarism by the
Hom.& every previous civilization has trod. But it also shows .prﬁ Wrﬂ ».
m<:.m are not imposed by natural laws; that they spring sol w f i
social mal-adjustments which ignore natural laws. and %R MM szﬂwﬂ

ing theirc
g ause we shall be giving an enormous impetus to progress.
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le poverty which in the midst of abundance, pinches and
‘utes men, and all the manifold evils which flow from it, spring
i1 denial of justice. In permitting the monopolization of the natu-
Jpportunities which nature freely offers toall, we have ignored the
(lamental law of justice—for so far as we can see, when we view
; upon a large scale, justice seems to be the supreme law of the
Iverse. But by sweeping away this injustice and asserting the rights
|l men to natural opportunities, we shall conform ourselves to the
we shall remove the great cause of unnatural inequality in
listribution of wealth and power; we shall abolish poverty; tame
« ruthless passions of greed; dry up the springs of vice and misery;
It in dark places the lamp of knowledge; give new vigor to inven-
i and a fresh impulse to discovery; substitute political strength for
Jlitical weakness; and make tyranny and anarchy impossible.
I'he reform 1 have proposed accords with all that is politically,
cially, or morally desirable. It has the qualities of a true reform,
ot it will make all other reforms easier. What is it but the carrying
Jutin letter and spirit of the truth enunciated in the Declaration of
Independence—the “self-evident” truth that is the heart and soul of
Ihe Declaration—“That all men are created equal; that they are endowed
hy their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among them are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness!”

These rights are denied when the equal right to Jand—on which
and by which men alone can live—is denied. Equality of political
rights will not compensate for the denial of the equal right to the
bounty of nature. Political liberty, when the equal right to land is
denied, becomes, as population increases and invention goes on,
merely the liberty to compete for employment at starvation wages.
This is the truth that we have ignored. And so there come beggars in
our streets and tramps on our roads; and poverty enslaves men
whom we boast are political sovereigns; and want breeds ignorance
that our schools cannot enlighten; and citizens vote as their mas-
ters dictate; and the demagogue usurps the part of the statesman;
and gold weighs in the scales of justice; and in high places sit those
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who do not pay to civic virtue even the compliment of hypocrish
and the pillars of the republic that we thought so strong already
bend under an increasing strain. :
We honor Liberty in name and in form. We set up her statuesand
sound her praises. But we have not fully trusted her. And with our
growth so grow her demands. She will have no half service!
Liberty! it is a word to conjure with, not to vex the ear in emply i
boastings. For Liberty means Justice, and Justice is the natural law

the law of health and symmetry and strength, of fraternity and co
operation,

]

They who look upon Liberty as having accomplished her mission
when she has abolished hereditary privileges and given men the bal
lot, who think of her as having no further relations to the every-day
affairs of life, have not seen her real grandeur—to them the poets =
who have sung of her must seem rhapsodists, and her martyrs fools!
As the sun is the lord of life, as well as of light; as his beams not merely
pierce the clouds, bul support all growth, supply all motion, and
call forth from what would otherwise be a cold and inert mass, all
the infinite diversities of being and beauty, so is liberty to mankind,

It is not for an abstraction that men have toiled and died; that in
every age the witnesses of Liberty have stood forth, and the martyrs
of Liberty have suffered.

We speak of Liberty as one thing, and virtue, wealth, knowledge,

invention, national strength and national independence as other
things. But, of all these, Liberty is the source, the mother, the neces-
sary condition. She is to virtue what light is to color; to wealth what
sunshine is to grain; to knowledge what eyes are to sight. She is the
genius of invention, the brawn of national strength, the spirit of
national independence. Where Liberty rises, there virtue grows,
wealth increases, knowledge expands, invention multiplies human
powers, and in strength and spirit the freer nation rises among her
neighbors as Saul amid his brethren—taller and fairer. Where
Liberty sinks, there virtue fades, wealth diminishes, knowledge is
forgotten, invention ceases, and empires once mighty in arms and
arts become a helpless prey to freer barbarians!

R o A

i

45
America’s Gilded Age, 1870-1890

e liat has gone forth! With steam and electricity, JM@%WM MMMW
w14 born of progress, forces have entered the wor s e
 compel us to a higher plane or overwhelm us, as na e

1 as civilization after civilization, have Gmmw OVETW e
:_._ [t is the delusion which precedes ammﬁcn.zo_p Emw wm o
popular unrest with which the civilized world is mm,ﬁw& M MBO-
only the passing effect of ephemeral causes. mmg MMN% =
_,_. ideas and the aristocratic adjustments of soclety -
+ oncilable conflict. Herein the United States, .mm .ﬂaﬁm in Mp awq_u
1ay be seen arising. We cannot g0 o1 ﬁmﬁaﬂﬂsm.ﬁmwo Om o
, __M:Qﬁm them to tramp. We cannot m.o on mmcnwﬁwm > WMV -
|+ in our public schools and then EW&MMMWWH hm m mﬁmw i

hi iving. We cannet go on pratin

| ___,“,.Mm“w“”m MMﬁﬁﬁm &mmmsm:msmzm right to the bounty of the

[eator.

Luestions

i : " Liberty?
Why does George write that Americans have not fully trusted” Liberty

: 7
What does he see as the major threats to American freedom?

T
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107. Edward Bellamy. Looking Backward
(1888)

88
Source: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward 2000-1887 (Boston, 18 ),
Pp. 42-55, 262-63.

i ard, a
liven more influential than Progress and Poverty was Looking mn%mﬂ i
_h:ai by Edward Bellamy published in 1888. The bock Hmnoﬂﬁm A
i ] th cen

. i /ho falls asleep in the late nineteen
riences of Julian West, who : .
1o awaken in the year 2000, in a world where cooperation has S.EM o

m it i she
class strife and cutthroat competition. Inequality has been bani




