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6. The Truce of God Proclaimed in the Diocese of Cologne

The g%ft instial age of the movement known as the Peace and Truce of God stretchey
froms the late tenth to the mid-deventh century, It is best stiudied in the collection
of essays edited by Thomas Head nnd Richard Landes, The Peace of God: Sociy) . -
Violence and Religious Response in France around the Year 1000 (Ithacy, =
N.Y.-London, 1992). See also H. E. ]. Cowdrey, “The Peace and Truce of God i,
the Eleventl Cenrury;” rpt. in Cowdrey, Popes, Monks and Crusaders (London,’ ;.
1084), 7: 4267, Aryeh Grabois, “De la t¥éve de Dien & la paix du roi; Etude suy le:
transformations du mouvement de I paix & XII sibcle,” rpt. in Grabois, Civilisa- &
tion et sociétd dans 'Occident médidval (Landon, 1983) s I: 5855965 and especially -
H. Hoffmann, Gottesfriede und Treuga DC[, Monumenta Germaniae Historig, *
Schriften, Bd. 20 (Stustgart, 1964). The elaborate Truce proclaimed for Cologne in,
1083 1s & good example of the later form. In 1955 the emperor Henry IV modeled bis
own Truce on this one. English tyransiations pf the emperor’s Trude may be found -
in J. F. Henderson, Select Historical Dociments (London, 1892), 208211, and. .
in Jeremy Y, AuQ, Adams, Patterns of Medieval Society (Englewood Cliffs, NJ
19069), 17-21. This document has been preserved only in the form in which the bishop ;.
of Cologne communicated it to the bishop of Miinster., e

Inasmuch as in our own times the church, through its members, has been
extraordinarily aflicted by tribulations and difficulties, so that tranquility and -
peace were wholly despaired of, we have endeavored by God’s help to aid *
it, suffering so many burdens and perils, And by the advice of our faithful
subjects we have at length provided this remedy, so that we might to some -
extent re-establish, on certain days at least, the peace which, because of our
sins, we could not make enduring. Accordingly we have enacted and set forth
the following: having called together our parishioners to a legally summoned -+
council, which was held at Cologne, the chief city of our province, in the
Church of St. Peter, in the 1083d year of our Lord’s Incarnation, in the sixth
indiction, on the XIT day before the Kalends of May, after arranging other -
business, we have caused to be read in public what we proposed to do in this
matter, After this had been for some time fully discussed “pro and con” by all,
it was unanimously agreed upon, both the clergy and the people consénting,
and we declared in what manner and during what parts of the year it ought
to be observed: .

Namely, that from the first day of the Advent of ours
Epiphany, and from the beginning of Septuagesima to the |
Pentecost and through that whole day, and throughout the vear on thrV L
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unday, Friday and Saturday, and on the fast days of the four scasons, and on
e eve.and the day of all the apostles, and on all days canonically set apart—
r “hjc? hall in the future be set apart—for fasts or feasts, th13 decree of
eace shall bé obsgrved; so that both those who travel and those who remain
“af home miy enjoy security and the most entire peace, so that no one may
‘¢ommit murder, arson, robbery or assault, no one may injure another with a
“sword; club or any kind of weapon, and so that no one irritated by any wrong,
from, the Advent of our Lord to the eighth day after Epiphany, and from
.Septuagcs:ma to the eighth day after Pentecost, may presume to carry arms,
hield, sword or lance, or moreover any kind of armor. On the remaining days
ced, viz., on Sundays, Fridays, apostles’ days and the vigils of the apostles,
‘and‘on every day set aside, or to be set aside, for fasts or feasts, bearing arms
shall be legal, but on this condition, that no injury shall be done in any way to
X 'any one. If it shall be necessary for any one in the time of the decreed peace—
" j.e; from the Advent of our Lord to the cighth day after Epiphany, and from
: _Septuagcsnna to the eighth day after Pentecost—to. go from one bishopric

E thc condition that he shall not injure any one, except in self-defence if he is
. artacked; and when he returns into our diocese he shall immediately lay aside
- hls arms. If it shall happen that any castle is besieged during the days which
£ are‘included within the pedec the besiegers shall cease from attack unless they
- areset upon by the besieged and compelled to beat the latter back.

-And in order that this statute of peace should not be violated by any one
: hly or with impunity, a penalty was fixed by the common consent of all;
ifa free man or noble violates it, ie., commits homicide or wounds any one
‘oris at fault in any manner whatcver, he shall be expelled from our territory,
Wlthout any indulgence on account bf the payment of money or the interces-
-Sl__OH of friends, and his heirs shall take all his property; if he holds a fief, the
lord to whom it belongs shall receive it again. Moreover, if it is learned that
5 heirs after his expulsion have fl.wmshcd him any support or aid, and if they
convicted of it, the estaté’shall-bé raken from them and given to the king,
if they wish to clear themselves of the charge against them, they shall take
9ath with twelve, who are equally free or equally noble. If a slave kills 2 man,
Shall be beheaded; if he wounds a man, he shall Jose a hand; if he does an
MUY in any other way with his fist or a club, or by striking with a stonc,
" shall be shorn and flogged. If, however, he is accused and wishes to prove
“Binnocence, he shall clear himself by the ordeal of cold water, but he must
h1m$€lf be put into the water and no one clsc in his place; if, however, fear-

7
mg the sentence decreed against him, he flees, he shall be under a perpetual

it oot - e e e e -

into another in which the peace is not obscrved, he may bear arms, but on -
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excommunication; and if he is known to be in any place, letters shall be seri¢
thither, in, which it shall be announced to all that he is excommunicate, and
that it isfinlawful for any one to associate with him, In the case of boys whe:
have not vet completed their twelfth year, the hand ought not to be cut ofs
but only in the case of those who are twelve years or more of age. Neverthe.
less if boys fight, they shall be whipped and deterred from fighting,

It is not an infringement of the peace, if any one orders his ‘délinquc:ﬁ
slave, pupil, or anty one in any way under his charge to be chastised with rods
or cudgels, It is also an exception to this constitution of peace, if the Lord’ﬁ:'
King publicly orders an c\pcdmon to attack thc cncmlcs of the kingdom or+
is pleased to hold a council to judge the ericmies &f justice. The peace is not 1
violated if, during the time, the duke or other counts, advocates or their sub
stirutes hold courts and inflict pumshmcnt legally on thieves, robbers and
other criminals, -

The statute of this imperiat peace is cspccnallv enacted for the security o
those engaged in feuds; but after the end of the peace, they are not to dare to
rob and plunder in the \'Jllages and hopses, because the laws and penalties ery
acted before the institution of the peace are still legally valid to restrain them
from crime, moreover because robbers and highwaymen are excluded from
this divine peace and indeed from any peace. " 2 -

If any one atrempts to oppose this pious institution and ts unwilling to
promise peace to God with the others or to observe it, no priest in our dio
cese shall presume to say a mass for him or shall take any care for his salvation
if he s sick, no Christian shall dare to visit him; on his death-bed he shall not
receive the Eucharist, unless he repents. The supreme authority of the peace *
promised to God and commonly extolled by all will be so great that it will -
be observed not only in our times, but forever among our posterity, because -
if any one shall presume to infringe, destroy or violate it, either now or agcs
hence, at the end of the world, he is irrevocably excommunicated by us.

The infliction of the above mentioned penalties on the violators of the |
peace is not more in the power of the counts, centenaries or officials, than in
that of the whole people in common; and they are to be especially careful not
to show friendship or hatred or do anything contrary to justice in punishing,
and not to conceal the crimes, if they can be hidden, but to bring thém to

light. No one is to receive money for the release of those taken in fault, or *

to attempt to aid the guilty by any favor of any kind, because whoeyer does :
this incurs the incolerable damnation of his sou.l and all the £ithfil oyght
to remember that this peace has not been promised to men, bufté GgY; ‘and
therefore must be observed so much the more rigidly and firmly. Wherefore
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‘we exhort all in Christ to guard inviolably this necessary contract of peace,
‘and if any one hereafter presumes to violate it, let him be damned by the ban
| of irrevocable excommunication and by the anathema of eternal perdition.

In the churches, however, and in the cemeteries of the churches, honor
and reverence are to be paid to God, so that if any robber or thief flees thither,
he is by po means to be killed or seized, but he is to remain there until by
urgent hu&g;r he i i compelled to surrender. If any person presumes to fur-
nish arnior foot tQ the criminal or to aid him in flight, the same penalty
shall be inflicted on him as on the criminal, Moreover, by our ban we inter-
dict laymen from punishing the transgressions of the clergy and those living
‘under this,order; but if seized in open crime, they shall be handed over to
‘their b1sh0p In cases in which laymen are to be executed, the clergy are to be
graded; in cases in which laymen are to be mutilated, the clergy are to be
suspended from office, and with the consent of the laymen they are to suffer
frequent fasts and floggings until they atone.

7. The Truce of God Proclaimed at the Council of Clermont

Although the Truce was not part of the crusade appeal, it indicates the extent to
which Urban’s thouglst linked the protection of the weak with the wider work of eccle-
siastical reform. It is the first truce proclaimed by & pope and presumably extended
20,2l Latin Christians. The vest given here is from the manusoript associated with
Lambert of Arvas. Latin test in Somerville, Councils, 71.

\.\ .

It is enacted that monks, clerics, women, and those who may be with
-them shall remain in peace every day. And on three days, namely the second,

third, and fourth days of the week, an injuryjinflicted by anyone on someone
tlse will not be considered to be an infraction of the peace. However, on the
ur remaining days of the week, if a.ng'one injures another, let him then be
onsidered as a criminal violator of thcpcace and for that reason be punished
An the manner prescribed,
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Pope Urban IT at the
Council of Clermont,
ot November 27, 1095

L There are five major: versions of Urban’s speech, or sermon, proclaiming the crusade.
. Four are veprinted in this section, and the version of Fulcher of Chartres appears
" in Book I of Fulcher’s chronicle (below, Section IT). Pope Urban IT (1088~1099) wits
2 ome of the maost Aynamic and probably the ablest of the veforming popes of the later
" dleventh and early twelfth centuries, His extensive administrative, judicial, diplo-
. matic, and fiscal reforms substantially established the authority and effectiveness of
" the papacy after the diplomatic crises that followed the ponrificate of Gregory VII

i (To73~1085). His owm great skills as a diplomar vestored papal relations with a wum-

. ber of individuals, clevical and lay, whom Gregory had alienated. The Council of

. Clermont was the first of three in Erance called to continye the work of ecolesiastical
- reform, and only at or after the final session were laymen and others Aiven the great
5. #ppeal for the defense of Christendom against both internal dissension and violence
and the perceived menace posed by the Muslims in the Near East. On Urban and

.. Clermont, see the works of Somervile, Beoker, and Cowdrey cited in the notes to the
<= introdyction. g

4
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I. The Speech of Urban: The Gesta Version

- The Gesta (Gesta francorum et aliorum Hierosolymytanorum, “The Deeds of
i ¥t Franks and Other Jeruspletnzr's”) 'was written by an anonymons crusader who
- followed Bobemund of Antioch and later continued on to Jerusalem with other cry-
. Saer contingents when Bohemund remained at Antioch. He was not present at
- Clermont and must have reconstructed the sermon Srom the accouns of others that

 be heard, His work wa probably written by 1100-1101, 10 later than 1103, and it
- PaS known. in novthern France by 1ros at the latess, since it was major source
Tor & number of other accounts of the First Crusade. Rokert of Rheims, Guibert of

A
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~ me, let him deny himself and take up hi§ cross and follow me? a migh
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Nogent, Baldric of Dol, and Ekkehard of Aura all devive much of theiy
from the Gesta. The work is edited, with a fine English translation, & Rosal;
Hill, Gesta francorum et aliorum Hierosolymytanorum: The Deeds
Franks (London, 1962). The English translation here is from Krey, 2830, g
Colin Morris, “The Gesta francorum as Narvative History,” Reading Me
Studies 19 (1993), s5-71. P -

ki S
When now that time was at hand which the Lord Jesus daily points’
to His faithful, especially in the Gospel, saying, “If any man would come

tation was carried on throughout all the’region of Gaul. [Its tenor was
if anyone desired to follow the Lord zealously, with a pure heart and
and wished faithfully to bear the cross after Him, he would no longer hesitse
to take up the way to the Holy Sepulcher.

And so Urban, Pope of the Roman see, with his archbishops, bishc
abbots, and priests, st out as quickly as possible beyond the mountains 18
began to deliver sermons and to preach eloquently, saying: “Whoever wishak
to save his soul should not hesitate humbly to take up the way of the Lox
and if he lacks sufficient money, divine mercy will give him enough.” Then
apostolic lord continued, “Brethren, we ought to endure much suffering fo
the name of Christ—misery, poverty, nakedness, persecution, want, Jllness
hunger, thirst, and other [ills] of this kind, just as the Lord saith to His dis
ciples: “Ye must suffer much in My name;” and ‘Be not ashamed to confess M
before the faces of men; verily I will give you mouth and wisdom, and finally.
“Great is your reward in Heaven’” And when this speech had already begun
to be noised abroad, little by little, through all the regions and countries o
Gaul, the Franks, upon hearing such reports, forthwith caused crosses to be
sewed on their right shoulders, saying that they followed with one accord th
footsteps of Christ, by which they had been redeemed from the handof hell

2. The Speech of Urban: The Version of Robert;f R, ims
Robert, the monk of Rheims, wrote his chronicle avound 1107, using the Ges®i and
other sources. He may also have been present ar Clermont. The Historia Hiero-

solymitana, “The Jerusalem History,” is in RHC, Occ. IIT. The translation here
is from Munro, Urban, s-3.

Oh, race of Franks, race from across the mountains, race chosen and be-
loved by God—as shines forth in very many of your works—set apart from
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E : .:'._brought us.

- all nations by the situation of your country, as well as by your catholic faith
.~ and the honor of the holy church! To vou our discourse is addressed and for
' ff_you our exhortation is intended. We wish vou to know what a grievous cause
- has led us to vour country, what peril threatening vou and all the faithful has

From the confines of Jerusalem and the city of Constantinople a hor-
¢ rale has gone forth and very frequently has been brought to our ears,
a race from the kingdom of the Persians, an accursed race, a race
iteeriyz liendtdd from God, a generation forsooth which has not directed its
heart and has not entrusted its spirit to God, has invaded the lands of those

Christians and has depopulated them by the sword, pillage and fire; it has led

awa

a part of the captives into its own country, and a part it has destroyed

by cruci torrures; it has either entirely destroyed the churches of God or ap-
propriated them for the rites of its own religion, They destroy the altars, after
having defiled them with their uncleanness. They circumcise the Christians,
and the blood of the dircumcision they cither spread upon the altars or pour
into. the vases of the baptismal font. When they wish to torture people by

a'base death, they perforate their navels, and dragging forth the extremity

ofz'_tb'é intestines, bind it to 2 stake; then with flogging they lead the victim
around until the viscera having gushed forth the victim falls prostrate upon
the ground. Others they bind to a post and picrece with arrows, Others they
compel to extend their necks and then, attacking them with naked swords
| aterpt to cut through the neck with a single blow. What shall T say of the
abominable rape of thé women? To speak of it is worse than to be silent, The
kir'lggl(_)m of the Greeks is now dismembered by them and deprived of terri-
tory'so vast in extent that it cannot be traversed in a march of two months,

On:

whom therefore is the labor of avenging these wrongs and of recover-

Ing this territory incumbent, if not upon you? You, upon whom above other
nadons God has conferred remarkable glory in arms, great courage, bodily

ativity, and strength to humble the hairy scalp of those who resist you.

L

ach_i_e\

Let the deeds of vour ancestofs move you and incite your minds to manly
ements; the glory and greatness of king Charles the Great, and of his

SOn@;:I_.;ouisa and of your other kings, who have destroved the kingdoms of the
P2gans, and have extended in these lands the territory of the holy church, Let

the holy sepul
Rations, especi
'gnominy and
djcr?.i:and desc

c‘ ", - . .
Valor of ¥our progenitors,

B Utif vou are hindered by love of children, parents and wives, remember

chre of the Frord cgur Saviour, which is possessed by unclean
ally incite you, and the holy places which are now treated with
irreverently polluted with their filthiness. Oh, most valiant sol-
endants of invincible ancestors, be not degenerate, but recall
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what the Lord says in the Gospel, “He that loveth father or mother mor,
me, is not worthy of me” “Every one that hath forsaken houses, or bye
or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my
sake shall receive an hundred-fold and shall inherit everlasting life” Le;
of your possessions detain you, no sohctmde fortyour family affairs, sin
{and which you inhabit, shut in on all sides by the seas and surround
mountain peaks, is too narrow for your large population; nor does it al
in wealth; and it furnishes scarcely food enough for its cultivators. Heii¢
is that you murder one another, that yov.% wage wat, and that frequentt
perish by mutual wounds, Let therefore hatred depart from among y
your quarrels end, let wars cease, gnd let all dissensions and controve;
slumber, Enter upon the road to Lgn ¢ Holy Sepulchre; wrest that land #
the wicked race, and subject it to yourselves. That land which as the Serip
says “floweth with milk and honey,” was given by God into the possessio
the children of Israel.

Jerusalem is the navel of the world; the land is fruitful above others;
another paradise of delights, This the Redeemer of the human race has m
iliustrious by His advent, has beautified by residence, has consecrated by
fering, has redeemed by death, has glorified by burial. This royal city, th
fore, situated at the centre of the world, is now held captive by His ene
and is in subjection to those who do' not know God, to the worship o
heathens. She secks therefore and desires to be liberated, and does not ceas
implore you to come to her aid. From you especially she asks succor, becausé
as we have already said, God has conferred upon you above all nations gre
glory in arms. Accordingly undertake this journey for the remission of yol
sins, with the assurance of the imperishable glory of the kingdom of heaven

When Pope Urban had said these and very many similar things in
urbane discourse, he so influenced to one purpose the desires of all who we
present, that they cried out, “It is the will of God! It is the will of God
When the venerable Roman pontiff heard that, with eyes uplifted to heav
he gave thanks to God and, with his hand commanding silcpcc saidl:

Most beloved brethren, to-day is manifest in you what' th%‘liq;d sdys i
the Gospel, “Whete two or three are gathered together in my name there am.
Lin the midst of them.” Unless the Lord God had been present in your spitits,
all of you would not have uttered the same cry. For, although the cry issued
from numerous mouths, yet the origin of the cry was one. Therefore I say to
you that God, who implanted this in your breasts, has drawn it forth from
you. Let this then be your war-cry in combats, because this word is given
toyou by God. When an armed attack is made upon the enemy, let this one cry
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be raised by all the soldiers of God: It is the will of God! Tt is the will of God!
.. And we do not command or advise that the old or feeble, or those unfit
for bearing arms, undertake this journey; nor ought women to set out at all,
*without their busbands or brothers or legal guardians. Por such are more of
::fa hindrance than aid, more of a burden than advantage. Let the rich aid the
-ifnccdx, and according to their wealth, let them take with them experienced
-*I:,_oldlcrs The priests and clerks of any order are not to go without the con-
“sent ¢f "he1r b1shop, for this journey would profit them nothing if they went
' ion of these. Also, it is not fitting that laymen should enter
u upon pilg nage without the blessing of their priests.

- WhocVer, therefore, shall determine upon this holy pilgrimage and shall

-'_makc his vow to God to that effect and shall offer himself to Him as a living
sacrifiet,: holy, accéprable unto God, shall wear the sign of the cross of the
: Lord on his forehead or on his breast. When, truly, having fulfilled his vow
‘e wishes to return, let him place the cross on his back between his shoul-
“ders. Such, indeed, by the two-fold action will fulfill the precept of the Lord,
'.'gfs_Hc commands in the Gospel, “He that taketh not his cross and followeth
: after me, is not worthy of me”

' 3. The Speech of Urban: The Version of Baldric of Dol

rch!mhop of Dol and formerly Abbot of Bourgueil in the early twelfth century,
" Baldric depended heavily on the Gesta. His version indicates the theological rewrit-
. ingy amd vethinking of the oviginal sermon from a post-conquest perspective around
108. Latin text in RHC, Occ. IV. The English version here is from Krey, 33-36.

. “We have heard, most beloved brethren, and you have heard what
€ cannot recount without deep sorrow -—how, with great hurt and dire suf-
rings our Christian brothers, miembers in Christ, are scourged, oppressed,
d injured in Jerusalem, in Antioch, and the other cities of the East. Your
wh blood-brothers, your compam&ns your associates (for you are sons of
e same Christ and the same Church) are either subjected in their inherited
+homes to other mastets, or are driven from them, or they come as beggars
among us; or, which is far worse, they are flogged and exiled as staves for
.sale in thcir own land. Christt@n blood; redeemed by the blood of Christ, has
:been shed, and Christian flesh, akin to the flesh of Christ, has been subjected
;-0 unspeakable degradation and servitude, Everywhere in those cities there
-“-:.!S Sorrow, everywhere misery, everyw here groaning (I say it with a sigh).
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The churches in which divine mysteries were celebrated in olden timeg :
now, to our sorrow, used as stables for the animals of these people! Holy
men do not possess those cities; nay, base and bastard Turks hold sway oy 4
our brothers, The blessed Peter first prc.sideda as Bishop at Antioch; b:‘;ho
in his own church the Gentiles have established: sheir superstitions, and e
Christian religion, which they ought ram‘é:’:r to cherish, they have basely ‘sh
out from the hall dedicated to God! The estates given for the support of
saints and the patrimony of nobles set aside for the sustenance of the poot;
subject to pagan tyranny, while cruel masters abuse for their own Pufpé_scs
the returns from these lands. The pri‘csth*ood of God has been ground dowp %
into the dust. The sanctuary of God (unspeakable shamel) is everywhere p
faned, Whatever Christians still rethain in Hiding there are sought out
unheard of tortures, '
“Of holy Jerusalem, brethren, we dare not speak, for we are exceedi
afraid and ashamed to speak of it. This very city:‘in which, as you all kno
Christ Himself suffered for us, because our sins demanded it, has been re
duced to the pollution of paganism and, I say it to our disgrace, withdraya
from the service of God. Such is the heap of reproach upon us who have:
much deserved it! Who now serves the church of the Blessed Mary in the val
ley of Josaphat, in which church she herself was buried in body? But why»’dﬁ
we pass over the Temple of Solomon, nay of the Lord, in which the barbargus?
nations placed their idols contrary to law, human and divine? Of the Lotds
Sepulchre we have refrained from speaking, since some of you with your own 2%
eyes have seen to what abominations it has been given over. The Turks vie-
lently took from it the offerings which you brought there for alms in suchw
amounts, and, in addition, they scoffed much and often at your religion. An
yet in that place (I say only what you already know) rested the Lord; there He
died for us; there He was buried. How precious would be the longed-for, in-
comparable place of the Lord’s burial, even if God failed there to perform th
yearly miracle! For in the days of His Passion all the lights in the Scpulchre
“nd round about in the church, which have been extinguishéd, ute relighted
by divine command. Whose heart is so stony, brethren, tﬁfff;‘é;ig;‘n;qt touched §
by so great a miracle? Believe me, that man is bestial and senseless whoge heart 38
such divinely manifest grace does not move to faith! And yet the Gentiles 5¢¢ §
this in common with the Christians and are not turned from their ways! T hey 3
are, indeed, afraid, but they are not converted to the faith; nor is it to be won- 3
dered at, for a blindness of mind rules over them, With what afflictions they :
wronged you who have returned and are now present, you yourselves koo
too well, you who there sacrificed your substance and your blood for God. * 3
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“This, beloved brethren, we shall say, that we may have you as witness
" of our words. Mote suffering of our brethren and devastation of churches re-
mains than we can speak of one by one, for we are oppressed by tears and
gr oans, sighs and sobs. We weep and wail, brethren, alas, like the Psalmist, in

“our inmost heart! We are wrerched and unhappy, and in us is that prophecy

“fulfilted: “God, the nations are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple

‘have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem in heaps; the dead bodies of thy
‘servants have been given to be food for the birds of the heaven, the flesh of
o the beasts of the earth. Their blood have they shed like water
e erusalem, and there was none to bury them’ Woe unto us,
brethr:".! We who have already become a reproach to our neighbors, a scoff-
mg, and derision to them round about us, let us at least with tears condone
an have compassion upon our brothers! We who are become the scotn of all
peoples, and worse than all, let us bewail the most monstrous devastation of
the Holy Land! This land we have deservedly called holy in which there is not
evena foot-step that the body or spirit of the Saviour did not render glorious
and blessed; which embraced the holy presence of the mother of God, and the
mitetings of the apostles, and drank up the blood of the martyrs shed there.
How blessed are the stones which crowned you, Stephen, the first martyr!
Hdw_-_happy, O, Jobn the Baptist, the waters of the Jordan which served you
in bapuzmg the Saviour! The children of Israel, who were led out of Egypt,

3 . and who prefigured you in the crossing of the Red Sea, have taken that land

L by their‘arms, with Jesus as leader; they have driven out the Jebusites and
+ . other inhabitants and have themselves inhabited carthly Jerusalem, the image

o of eelestial Jerusalem,

“What are we saying? Listen and learn! You, girt about with the badge

2 -:-f_ of k!ii_é}_i_th_ood, arc arrogant with great pride; you rage against your brothers

and et each other in picces. This is not the [true] soldiery of Christ which

-  tends:asunder the sheep-fold of the Redeemer, The Holy Church has reserved

- are 1ot holdin
: dren,‘;_'gli_lqdcre

e sold:cry for herself to help“her people, but you debase her wickedly to
- her hurt. Let us confess the truth, whose heralds we ought to be; truly, you
g to the way which leads to life. You, the oppressers of chil-
) 1s of widows; you, ggLu[ty of homicide, of sacrilege, robbers of
a-nothgr::’:s:; ights; you who await the pay of thieves for the shedding of Chris-
na"bIOOd—as vultures smell fetid corpscs, so do you sense battles from afar
. :i:‘;fg;ﬁo them cagerly, Vcr;ly, this is the worst way, for it is utterly re-
v 4 “rom God! If, forsabth, yolt wish to be mindful of your souls, either
" C{]ﬁs"wn the girdle of such knighthood, or advance boldly, as knights of
55 and rush a5 quickly as you can to the defence of the Eastern Chyuch.
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For she it is from whom the joys of your whole salvation have come
who poured into your mouths the milk of divine wisdom, who set befo
the holy teachings of the Gospels. We say this, brethren, that you may rest;
your murderous hands from the destruction of your brothets, and in
of your relatives in the faith oppose yourselycs ro-the Gentiles, Unde:
Christ, our Leader, may you struggle for yopr Jerusalem, in Christian
line, most invincible line, even more succcéélfu.lly than did the sons of J
of old —struggle, that you may assail and drive out the Turks, mote execr;
than the Jebusites, who are in this land, and fnay you deem it a beautiful t
to die for Christ in that city in which He ied for us. But if it befall yo
die this side of it, be sure that to havg died on the way is of equal v
Christ shal! find you in His army. Goé pays with the same shilling, whety
at the first or eleventh hour. You should shudder, brethren, you should shu
der at raising a violent hand against Christians; it js less wicked to brandj
your sword against Saracens. It is the only warfare that is righteous, fo
is charity to risk your life for your brothers. That you may not be troub
about the concerns of to-morrow, know that those who fear God want ng
ing, nor those who cherish Him in truth, The possessions of the enemy, t
will be yours, since you will make spoil of their treasures and return vict
ous to your own; or empurpled with your own blood, you will have gai
cverlasting glory. For such a Commander you ought to fight, for One wh
tacks neither might nor wealth with which to reward you. Short is the wa
little the labor, which, nevertheless, will repay you with the crown that fadet
not away. Accordingly, we speak with the authority of the prophet: ‘Gird th
sword upon thy thigh, O mighty one? Gird yourselves, everyone of you,
say, and be valiant sons; for it is better for you to die in battle than to beho
the sorrows of your race and of your holy places. Let neither property not
alluring charms of your wives entice you from going; nor let the trials th
are to be borne so deter you that you remain here” -
And turning to the bishops, he said, “You, brothers and fellow bishops;

you, fellow priests.and shaters with us in Christ, make this sathe & '
ment through the churches committed to you, and with y
vigorously preach the journey to Jerusalem. When they have confes ;g
disgrace of their sins, do you, secure in Christ, grant them speedy pardon
Moreover, you who are to go shall have us praying for you; we shall havi
you fighting for God’s people. It is our duty to pray, yours to fight agains
the Amalekites. With Moses, we shall extend unwearied hands in prayer t
Heaven, while you go forth and brandish the sword, like dauntless warriors, :
against Amalek.”
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- As those present were thus clearly informed by these and other words of
this kind from the apostolic lord, the eves of some were bathed in tears; some

7 mrembled, and vet others discussed the matter. However, in the presence of all
“"- 41 that same council, and as we looked on, the Bishop of Puy, 2 man of great
irenown and of highest ability, went to the Pope with joyful countenance and

“on'bended knee sought and entreated blessing and permission to go. Over

;and above this, he won from the Pope the command that all should obey him,
and that he should hold sway over all the army in behalf of the Pope, since all
knéw him to be a prelate of unusual energy and industry. . , .

4. The Sf;cech of Urban: The Version of Guibert of Nogent

Abtiot:of Nogent in the early twelfth CEntury and an extensive commentator on the
evinss'and conditions of bis own life and times, Guibert was not present at Cler-
manst, bt became very well informed about it and the events that followed. He re-
workéd the Gesta and [found other material. His history, the Historia quac dicitur
Gesta Dei per Francos, “The History That Is Called Deeds of God Done Through
the Framks,” is in RHC, Occ., IV, Guibert wrote between 1104 and 1108, making

fonalvevisions in 1111, Guibert is akso an important figure in early twelfth-century

intellectual and literary history generally, See Jobn F, Benton, Self and Society in
Medieval France: The Memoirs of Abbot Guibert of Nogent (10643-1125)

- (New York, 1970); Benton, “Consciousness of Self and Perceptions of Individuality,”
Lo Renaissance and Renewal in the Twelfth Century, ed, Robert L. Benson and
.. Giles Constable, with Garol Lanbam (Cambridge, Mass., 1982), 263-295; and R. I,

Mowre, “Guibert of Nogent and Fis World,” in Studics in Medieval History Pre-
sented to R. H. C. Davis, ed. Henry Mayr-Harting and R. I, Moore (London-
Rﬂﬂc&_’ﬁér_te,- 2985), 107-118. The English transiation here is from Krey, 36-40,

“Ifamong the churches scattered about over the whole world some, be-
Causq:é._f persons or location, deserve réverence above others {for persons, I
52y, Slilce greater privileges are accerded to apostolic sees; for places, indeed,
Since the same dignity which is ackorded to persons is also shown to regal
uue-_s.ij;:?{‘_lch as Constantinople), weiowe most to that charch from which we
recéxyf;_i;the grace of redemption and the source of all Christianity, If what the
it _rd‘__s.‘_‘-.}'.s.'—namcly, ‘Salvation 1sfr¢m the Jews— accords with the truth, and
likls U'llc that the Lord has leftus"Sabaoth as seed, that we may not become
an; i‘;’::df? a.nd Gomorrah, and our seed is Christ, in whom is the salvation

= eiction of all peoples, then, indeed, the very land and city in which
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He dwelt and suffered is, by witnesses of the Scriptures, holy. If this lan
spoken of in the sacred writings of the prophets as the inheritance and’
holy temple of God before ever the Lord walked about in it, or was revea]«d:
what sanctity, what reverence has it not agquired since God in His maj
was there clothed in the flesh, nourished, grew.up, and in bodily form th
walked about, or was carried about; énc;?tﬁ compress in fitting brevity all
might be told in a long series of words, since there the blood of the 8o,
God, more holy than heaven and eartli, was poured forth, and His body
quivering members dead, rested in thejtomb, What veneration do we think
deserves? If, when the Lord had but jiﬁst been crucifiéd and the city was it
held by the Jews, it was called holy by the evangelist when he says, ‘Man
bodies of the saints that had fallén asleepiwere raised; and coming forth
of the tombs after His resurrection, they entered into the holy city and
peared unto many;” and by the prophet Isaiah ‘when he says, ‘It shall be
glorious sepulchre; then, surely, with this sanctity placed upon it by God
Sanctifier Himself, no evil that may befall it can destroy it, and in the samigs
way glory is indivisibly fixed to His Sepulchre. Most beloved brethren, if i
reverence the source of that holiness and glory, if you cherish these shrif
which are the marks of His foot-prints on earth, if you seek [the way], Gt
leading you, God fighting in your behalf, you should strive with your utmg
efforts to cleanse the Holy City and the glory of the Sepulchre, now pollu
by the concourse of the Gentiles, as much as is in their power. ‘

“If in olden times the Maccabees attained to the highest praise of pit
because they fought for the ceremonies and the Temple, it is also jus
granted you, Christian soldiers, to defend the liberty of your country:
armed endeavor. If you, likewise, consider that the abode of the holy apos
and any other saints should be striven for with such effort, why do you tefi
to rescue the Cross, the Blood, the Tomb? Why do you refuse to yisit the
to spend the price of your lives in rescuing them? You have thus far wag
unjust wars, at one time and another; you have brandished mad weaporis
your mutual destruction, for no other reason than covetgusngss and pri

as a result of which you have deserved eternal death and' : c;ﬁ(&l impation.
now hold out to you wars which contain the glorious reward o mggtyrd
which will retain that title of praise now and forever, )

“Let us suppose, for the moment, that Christ was not dead and buri
and had never lived any length of time in Jerusalem. Surely, if all this w
lacking, this fact alone ought still to arouse you to go to the aid of the
and city—the fact that ‘Out of Zion shall go forth the law and the wor
Jehovah from Jerusalem? If all that there is of Christian preaching has flowe




Speech of Urban—Guibert of Nogent 35

.#. from the fountain of Jerusalem, its streams, whithcrsoever spread out over
= 7 the whole world, encircle the hearts of the Catholic mulritude, that they may
= consider wisely what they owe such a well-watered fountain, If rivers return
- to the place whence they have issued only to flow forth again, according to
the saying of Solomon, it ought to scem glorious to you to be able to apply a
new cleansing to this place, whence it is certain that you received the cleans-
' ing of baptism and the witness of your faith,
-+ " “And you ought, furthermore, to consider with the utmost deliberation,
. your labors, God working through you, it should occur that the Mother
¢éschould ffourish anew to the worship of Christianity, whether, per-
o aticey; He'may not wish other regions of the East to be restored to the faith
“against the approaching time of the Antichrist. For it is clear that Antichrist
is to do battle not with the Jews, not with the Gentiles; but, according to the
etvaology of his name, He will attack Christians, And if Antichrist finds there
:ﬁ’q Chzistians (just as at present when scarcely any dwell there), no one will be
“there to oppose him, or whom he may rightly overcome. According to Daniel
and Jerome, the interpreter of Daniel, he is to fix his tents on the Mount of
Olives; and it is certain, for the apostle teaches it, that he will sit at Jerusalem
in'the Temple of the Lord, as though he were God. And according to the same
‘prophet, he will first kill three kings of Egypt, Africa, and Ethiopia, without
-'_é!oubt for their Christian faith. This, indeed, could not at all be done unless
Christianity was established where now is paganism. If, therefore, you are
zealgus in the practice of holy battles, in order that, just as you have received
the seed of knowledge of God from Jetusalem, you may in the same way re-
', store'the borrowed grace, so that through you the Catholic name may be ad-
vanced to oppose the perfidy of the Antichrist and the Antichristians—then,
-W_:"o_"can not conjecture. that God, who has exceeded the hope of ail, will con-
sume; in the abundance of your courage and through you as the spark, such a
thicket of paganism as to include within His law Egypt, Africa, and Ethiopia,
which have withdrawn from the communion of our belief? And the man of
0 the son of perdition, will find some to oppose him, Behold, the Gospel
 cries out, “Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles until the times of
he Gentiles be fulfilled’ ‘Timcsf?of the Gentiles” can be understood in two
ways: Either that they have ruled over the Christians at their pleasure, and
h vegladly frequented the sloughs of all baseness for the satisfaction of their
IUStS, and in all this have had(_g_?" obstacle (for they who have everything ac-
cor ding to their wish are'said to have their time; there is that saying: ‘My time
Bhotyet come, but your time is always ready,’ whence the lustful are wont to
Ou are having vour time’). Or, again, ‘the times of the Gentiles’ are the
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fulness of time for those Gentiles who shall have entered secretly before sy
shall be saved. These times, most beloved brothers, will now, forsooth,
fulfilled, provided the might of the pagans be repulsed through you, with hi
co-operation of God, With the end of the world ali:cady near, even thougl
the Gentiles fail to be converted to the Lord (since according to the apost]
there must be a withdrawal from thé,fé.i,’;lj),-‘itﬁis’ first necessary, accordi‘hig B
to the prophecy, that the Christian sway be renewed in those regions, eithe,
through you, or others, whom it shall please God to send before the comin
of Antichrist, so that the head of all evil, tho is to occupy there the throne'
the kingdom, shall find some support of khe faith to fight against him.
“Consider, therefore, that the Almighty has provided you, perhaps, f
this purpose, that through you He may restore Jerusalem from such debas
ment. Ponder, I beg you, how full of joy and delight our hearts will be wh
we shall see the Holy City restored with your little help, and the prophet’s,
nay divine, words fulfilled in our times. Let your memory be moved by what:
the Lord Himself says to the Church: ‘T'will bring thy seed from the East and;
gather thee from the West? God has already brought our seed from the East,
since in a double way that region of the East has given the first beginnings of
the Church to us. But from the West He will also gather it, provided He te-
pairs the wrongs of Jerusalem through those who have begun the witness of
the final faith, that is the people of the West, With God’s assistance, we think
this can be done through you. i
«Tf neither the words of the Scriptures arouse you, nor our admonitions
penetrate your minds, at least et the great suffering of those who desired to
go to the holy places stir you up. Think of those who made the pilgrimage 1;
across the sea! Even if they were more wealthy, consider what taxes, what vio-
lence they underwent, since they were forced to make payments and tributes
almost every mile, to purchase release at every gate of the city, at the enfrance
of the churches and temples, at every side-joirney from place to place: also, :
if any accusation whatsoever were made against them, they were cofnpcllcd
to purchase their release; butif they refused to pay money, the prefects of the
Gentiles, according to their custom, urged them fiercely. ;yi@ Blows. What
shall we say of those who took up the journey without an¥hif e than
trust in their barren poverty, since they seemed to have nothing excgpt their
bodies to lose? They not only demanded money of them, which is not an
unendurable punishment, but also examined the callouses of their heels, cut-
ting them open and folding the skin back, lest, perchance, they had sewed
something there. Their unspeakable cruelty was carried on even to the point
of giving them scammony to drink until they vomited, or even burst their
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bowels, because they thought the wretches had swallowed gold or silver; or,
| horrible to say, they cut their bowels open with a sword and, spreading out
. the folds of the intestines, with frightful mutifation disclosed whatever nature
~ held there in secret. Remember, I pray, the thousands who have perished vile
' deaths, and strive for the holy places from which the beginnings of your faith
| have come. Before you engage in His battles, believe without question that
* Christ will be your standard-bearer and inseparable fore-runner.”

The most excellent man concluded his oration and by the power of the
blessed Peter absolved all who vowed to go and confirmed those acts with
- apostolic blessing. He instituted a sign well suited to so honorable a profes-
sion by makingftlie figure of the Cross, the stigma of the Lord’s Passion, the
mblem of the soldiery, or rather, of what was to be the soldiery of God. This,
made of any kind of cloth, he ordered to be sewed upon the shirts, cloaks, and
byrra of those who were about to go. He commanded that if anyone, after re-
civing this emblem, or after taking openly this vow, should shrink from his
bod intent through base change of heart, or any affection for his parents, he
hould be regarded an outlaw forever, unless he repented and again undertook
“whatéver of his pledge he had omitted. Furthermore, the Pope condemned
with a fearful anathema all those who dared to molest the wives, children,
and possessions of these who were going on this journey for God. . . .

5. The Privilege of Urban to the Pilgrims

is no single tradition of the canons of the Council of Clermont, The edition
Robert Somerville, The Councils of Urban 11 I, Decreta Claromontensia,
' Anﬁuanum Historiae Conciliorum; Supplementum I (Amsterdam, 1972), #s a
of the method of reconstiuction from a wide variety of partial sources, The
ere i found in the northern French group of manuscripts containing Clev-
material, particularly in the collection associated with Lambert, Bishop of

-one of Urban’s closest associatss in Mhern Europe. Latin text in Somer-

Cbimcils,' 74., »
i
5 |
Whoever goes on the journey to free the church of God in Jetusalem out
otion alone, and not for the gaining of glory or money, can substitute
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from the wicked race, and subject it to vourselves, That
land which as the Scripture says “floweth with milk and
honew™ was given by God into the possession of the
. children of Israel,

Jerusalem is the nave! of the world; the land is fruit-
ful above others, like another paradise of delights, This
the Redeemer of the huiman race has made illustrious by
" His advent, has beautified by residence, has consecrated
by suffering, has redeemed by death, has glorified by
ity, therefore, situated at the centre of
" the \wrld is now’held captive by His enemies, and is in
- subjection to those who do not know God, to the worship
of the heathens,” She seeks therefore and desires to be lib-
. erated, and does not cease to implore you to come to her
aid. From vou especially she asks succer, because; as we
- have élready said, God has conferred upon you ahove all
. nations great glory in arms, Accordingly undertake this
journey for the remission of your sins, with the assurance
- of the imperishable glory of the kingdom of heaven.

.+ When Pope Urban had said these and very many
similar things in his urbane discourse, fe so influenced
1o one purpose the desires of all who were present, that
they cried out, “It is the will of God! 1t is the will of God!”
- When the venerable Roman pontiff heard that, with eyes
 plifted to heaven he gave thanks to God and, with his
‘hand commanding silence, said: :
.. Most beloved brethren, to-day is manifest in you what
“theLord says in the Gospel, “Where two or three are
- gathered together in my namé'there am I in the midst of
< them”® Unless the Lord God had been present in your
Spmts, all of you would not have uttered the same crv.

For, although the cry issued from numerous mouths, vet
the arigin of the cry was one. Therefere, I say to vou rhat
God, who implanted this in your breasts, has drawn it
forth from you. Let this then be your war-cry in com-
bats, because this word is given fo you by God, When an
armed attack is made upon the enemy, let this one cry
be raised by all the saldiers of God: It is the will of God!
1t is the wili of God|

And we do not command or advise that the old or
feeble, or those unfit for bearing arms, undertake this
journey; nor ought women to set out at all, without their
busbands or brothers or legal guardians. For such are
more of a hindrance than aid, more of a burden than
advantage, Let the rich ‘aid the needy; and according
to their wealth; let them take with them experienced
soldiers, The priests and clerks:of any order are not to
go without the consent of their bishop; for this journey
would profit them nothing if they went without permis-
sion of these. Also, it is not fitting that laymen should
enter upon the pilgrimage without the blessing of their
priests, . .

- Whoever, therefore, shall determine upon this holy
pilgrimage and shall make his vow to God to that effect
and shall-offer himself to Him as a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, shall wear the sign of the cross of
the Lord on his forehead or on his breast. When, truly,
having fulfilled his vow he wishes to return, let him place
the cross on his back between his shoulders. Such, indeed,
by the two-fold action will fulfill the precept of the Lord,
as He commands in the Gospel, “He that taketh not his
cross and followeth after me, is not worthy of me)*

512 Jewish martyrs: Solomon bar Samson, Chromcle
 (c.1140). Orlgma,l ini Hebrew.

In the spring of 1096 qfregular crusader armies, msp!red by poepular preachers such as Peter
the Hermit, responded to Pope Urban 1T call to regain the Floly Land from the Muslim

“infidels” who ruled it by first attacking the “infidels in their m}d':t”—the Jews. Thus, on
their way to Jerusalem, they made a “detour” to the cifies of the Rhineland, where Jews
were flourishing under the protection of local bishops and the emperor, City by city, they

Smpture speaks of the land flowing “with milk and honey” in many passages, ¢.g., Loy

3 Iﬁrhsalem had been under Islamic rule since 633
Matt, 18100,

> " Matt, 16124,
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rounded up the Jews and gave them the alternatives of conversion or death, At Speyer,
many Jews were saved by the local bishop, but at Worms most were massacred. When an
- army led by Finico, a German nobleman, attacked Mainz, many of the city’s Jews not daly
refused t6 convert but also actively sought martyrdom, some by their own hands, These
suicide- martyrdoms Becamie a rallying image for northérn European ]ews over the next -
: century, inspiting accounts 11ke that of Solomon bar Samson o

il

* [Source; Jacob Rader 'Marcus and Marc Saperstein, eds., The Jews in Medieval Europe: A Soyrce Book,
315-1791 {Pittsburgh: Hebrew Union College and University of Pittsburgh Presses, 2015), pp. 75 ,«S {notes

and trans, by ]acob Marcus) I

It was on the third day of Sivan ... at noon [ Tuesday; May
27), that Emico the wicked, the enemy of the Jews, came
with his whole army against the city gate, and the bur
ghets opened it up for him. Then the enemies of the Lord
said to each othéi: “Look! They havé opened up the gate
for us. Now let us avenge the blood of ‘the hanged onel™

'The children of the holy covenant were there; martyrs
who feared the Most High; although they saw the great
multitude, an army numerous as the sand on the shore of
the sea, still clung to their Creatér Then young and old
donned their armeor and girdéd on their weapons, and
at their head was Rabbi Kalonymus ben Meshullam, the
chief of the commiunity: Yet bﬁcaose of the many trou-
bles and the fasts which they had observed they had no
strength to stand up against the enemy.” Then came gangs
and bands, sweeping th Pugh like a flood, until Mainz
was filled from end to end.

The foe Emico proclaimed in the hearmg of the com-"

munity that the enemy be driven from the city and be
put to flight. Panic waog&eat in the town, ¥ach Jewin the
inner court of the blshop g:rded on his weapons, and all

moved towards the palace gateto ﬁght the crusaders and

. 1. Why did the Jews of Mainz kﬂl themselves?
2 Comparmg this readmg with the account of the martyrdom of B1shop Adalbert in.
Thigtmar of Merseburg s Chronicle {above, p. 218), discuss the diverse attitudes toward
mar_tyrdo_m in medieval C_hn_st;an_ and Jewish cultures.

- yard, then all of them—old men and young, virgins and

_yoke of the holy rehgmn, for only in thls world can the
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the burghers, 'They fought each other up to the very gate; |
but the sins of the Jews brought it about that the enemy ;
overcame thern and took the gate;

Thie hand of the Lord was heavy agamst His people
All the gentiles:were gathered together dgainst the Jew:
in the courtyard to blot out their name; and the strengt
of ‘our people weakened when théy saw the wicked
Edomites overpowering them.? THe bishops’ men, wh

had promised to help them, were the very first to flee As s¢
thus delivering the Jéws into the hands of thé enémy: found &
They-were indeed a poot support; even the bishop him; Mastet,

self fled from his chufch for it was thought to-kill him
also because he had spoken good things of the Jews.i%

When the children of the holy covenant saw that the.
heavenly decree of death had been issued and that the’’
enemy had conquered them and had entered the court

b Ini Jew
* While
children, servants and inaids—cried ottt together fo their ment
Pather in heaven and, weeping for themselves and for-
their hves, accepted as just the sentence’of God. One to

another they said, “Let us be strong and let us bear the

- descr}
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* The tg
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Jewish texts. Obvlously, this could not have beefi a direct quotahon from the érusaders.

effort to protect the Jews of their cities.

“The hanged one” (ha talm) echomg the se of the word in Deut al 2.3, is'a demeanmg way of referrmg to ]esus ir: medleva[

Fasting was a traditional manner of Jewish repentance in the hope of appeasing dfvine anger and receiving protection. Tronically
in this case the narrator claims that the fasts interfered with the Iews amore practlcal armed resistance, .
The Edomites were the traditional foes of the Jews; here, Christian )
* Archhishop Ruthard had been paid to remain and defend the Jews
taken from them. It is clear that local bishope were not instigators of the violence, and in many cases they made-a good f‘”th'
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dm\-\:ith 2 whole heart and with a willing soul they then

gpioke: “After all it is not right to criticize the acts of
Godﬂblessed be He and blessed bé His name—who has
given to us His Torah and 2 command to put curselves o
death, to Lill ourselves for the unity of His holy name?
Happy are we if we do His will, Happy is anyone who is
Killed or slaughtered, who dies for the unity of His name,
5.5 that He is ready to enter the:' World to Come, to dwell

41 the heavenly camp with the righteous—-with Rabbi

Akiba and his companions, the piliars of the ugiverse,
who were killed for His name’s sake.> Not only #his; but
he exchanges the world of darkness for the world of light,
the world of trouble for the world of joy; and the world

that passes away for the world that lasts for all eternity”

Then all of them, to a man, cried out with a loud voice:
“Now we must delay no longer, for the enemy are already
gpon us. Let us hasten and offer ourselves as a sacrifice
i6 the Lord. Let him who has a knife examine it that'it
not be nicked, and let him come and slaughter us for
the sanctification of the Only One, the Everlasting, and

then let him cut his owa throat or plunge the knife into

~his own body* -
i As soon as the enemy came into the courtyard they

found some of the very pious there with our brilliant

) master, Jsaac ben Mbsesb. He stretched out his neck,
“and his head they cut off first. The others, wrapped in
their fringed praying-shawls, sat by themselves in the

J. But we, our souls in paradise, shalt continue
ernally; in the great shining reflection [of the e’

TR,
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couttyard, eager t do the will of their Creator. They did

_not care to flee into the chamber to save themselves for

this ternporal life, but out of love they received upon
theinselves the sentence of God.® 'The enemny showered
stones and arrows upen them, but they did not care to
flee; and “with the stroke of the sword, and with slaughter,
and destriction™ the foe'killed all of those whom they
found there. When those in the chambers saw the deed
of these righteous ones, how the enemy had already come
upon them, they then cried out, alt of them: “khere is
nothing bétter than for us to offer ourlivésasa sacrifice”

“The women there girded tHeir loinswith strength
and slew their sons and their daughters and then them-
selves, Many men, too, pluckad up courage and killed
their wives, their sons, their infants."The tender and del-
{cate mother slaughtered the babé ghe had played with;
ali of them, men and women arosefand staughtered one
another.® The maidens and thé young brides and grooms
looked out of the windows énd in a foud voice cried:
“L ook and see, O our God, what we do for the sanctifi-
cation of Thy great name in order not to exchange you
for a hanged and crucified one...” -

"Thus were the precious children of Zion, the Jews of
Mainz, tried with ten trials like Abtaham, out father, and
like Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.” They bound their
sons as Abraham bound Tsaat his son, and they received
upon thernselyes with a willing soul the yoke of the fear
of God, the King of the Kings of Kings, the Holy One,
blessed be He, rather than deny and exchange the religion
of our King fot “an abhorred offshoot”* a bastard born
of menstruation and lust. " They stretched out their necks

! In Jewish law the four death penalties were stoning, burning, beheading,and strangulation,

0

" While traditional martyrdom to avoid the sin of idolatry is understood to be a mandate from the Torah, thete is no command-

ment that could be understood to justify suicide in this context, and certainly not the Killing of ofhér Jews, as the narrative will

- describe.

- The Romans martyred Akiba during the Bar Kokba revolt, about 135 CE- .
“* The taking of their own lives by Jews Is presented as a reenactment of the ancient Temple sacrifices, for which a keife without

blemishes was required.

w

Esther 9:13.

not by the rabbis but by ordinary Jews.
Who were thrown into a fierv furnace (Dan. 321},

@

14
Isa. 14119,

-'This conternptuous reference to Jesus iz based on the assert

were betrothed, Mary was pregnant, Joseph was not the father, Jewis

resyilt of an adulterous relationship,

This is a description of traditional, passive martyrdom, fn which the martyr makes no atternpt to resist,

The narrator does not appear to recognize that such behavior is far more problematic in Jewish law:

The outnumbered Jews had no chance to prevail: Emico is teported to have had about fwelve thousand mern.
It is said kere to be initiated

{ons in the birth narrative of Matthew's Gospel: Mary and Joseph
h readers concluded that the pregnancy was therefore the
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to the slaughter and they delivered their pure souls to
their Father in heaven. Righteous and pfous women bared
their throats to each other, offering to be sacrificed for the
unity of the Name: A father turning to his son ot brother,
a brother to his sister, a woman to her son or daughter,
a neighbor 1o a neighbor or a friend, a groom to a bride,
a fiancé to a fiancée, would kill and would be killed, and
blood touched blood. The blood of the mén mingled with

= - t}leu wives, the blood of the fathers with their children’s,

“glie blood of the brothers with their sisters, the blood of
the teachers with their disciples, the blood of the grooms
with their brides) the blood of the leaders with their can-
tors, the blood-of the judges with their scribes) and the
blood of infants and sucklings with their mothers. For
the unity of the honored and awe-inspiring Name were
they killed and slaughtered.

The ears of one who hears these things will tingle, for
who has ever heard anything like this? Inquire now and
look about, was there ever such an abundant sacrifice as

5 13 A Westerner in the Holy Land Stephen of Blo1s,
~ Letter to His Wi ife (March 1098). Original in Latin.

"The crusadérs had moderate success in their war- agamst the Muslims. During the long’

this since the days of the primeval Adam? Were there evep ©
eleven hundred offerings on one day, each one of theny +
like the sacrifice of Isaac, the son of Abraham?

For the sake of Isaac who was ready to be sacrificed
on Mount Moriah, the world shook; as it is said, “Behold
their valiant ones cry without; [the angels of peace wee
bitterlyl,”! and “the hedvens grow dark”* Yet see wha
these martyrs did! 'Why did the heavens not grow dad
and the stars not withdraw their brightness? Why dig
not the moon and the sun grow dark in their heaven
when on one day, ofi the third of Sivan;ona Tueésday
eleven hundred soul§ wese killed and sleughtered, amen;
them so many infants and sucklings who had never trans
gressed nor sinned, so many poor, innocent souls?

. Wilt Thou, despite this; still restrain Thyself, O Lord
For 'Thy sake it was that these numberless souls were kilk

Avenge quickly the blood of Thy servants which wz
spilt in our days and in our sight, Amen,

Count
ble wife
- fanks—

sigge of Antioch, which began i in October 1097 and was ‘hot over until Iuly 1098, one of

the crusade leaders, Couit Stephen of Blois (d. 1102) dlctated 4 letter to his wife, Adela,
Full of lpve, bravado, false claims (e.g., that he was the Ieader of the “whole expedmon ) -
and plots sentu%ients, the 1etter betrays little sign that Stephen was about to desert the, _

~army and return home. The letter is a good illustration of what a crusader was supposed
to think ab?ut the enterptise, whether he did or not. :

1. What does the letter suggests about the relatmns between husbands and wives (at least .

those of the French nobility)?

o2, What«xs Stephens opinion of the Crusade in thls letter?

[Souree "The Crusades: A Reader, ed. S.J. Allen and Emilie Amt (Toronto LmverSLty of Toronto Press, -
2003), pp. 63-66; revised from Translations and Reprints from the Original Sources of European History, ed
Dana C. Munro, Ser. 1, Vol. 1 (Phlladelphla UnWeISLt) of Pennsylvama Department of Hmtory, 1895) no
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c. wtit Stephet to Adela, his sweetest. and most amia-
. his dear children, and to all his vassals of all

E

[

ple wifes 10 |
: '.—agxks_—"liis greeting and blessing,:
m I sent to give you pleasure, left me before Antiech
; safe'a‘ﬁd unharmed, and through God's grace in the g?:e‘at-
| st prosperity. And already at that time, together with
-’:all the chosen army of Christ, endowed with great valor
-y him, we had been continuously advancing for twen-
’ 't}.-.three weeks toward the home of our Lord Jesus, You
5 mayv know for certain, my beloved, that of gold, silver
. an(i many other kind of riches [ now have twice as much
- a5 vour love had assigned to me when I left you. For all
; od} princes, with the common consent of the whole
. army, against my own wishes, have made me up fo the
'_":pres:fent time the leader, chief and director of their whole
;-"expédition. S . o
7" you have certainly heard that after the captuze of the
j:'-: clt‘) of Nicaea we fought a great baftle with the perfid-
- ious Turks and by God's aid conquered them, Next we
": :_jconquered for the Lotd all R_c'ma:nia1 and a_fterw'ards
“Cappadocia, And we learned that there was a certain
““Turkish prince Assam, dwelling'in Cappadocia; thither
" we directed our course, All his castles we conquered by
“force and compelled him to flee to a certdin very strong
“zastle situated on a high rock. We also gave the land of
that Assam to one of our chiefs-and in ordet that he-might
 conquer the above-mentioned Assam, we left thete with
=~ him many soldiers of Christ. Thence, continually follow-
: iﬁg the wicked Turks, we drove them through the midst
“*. of Armenia, as far as the great river Euphrates. Having
“*7 Yett all their baggage and beasts of burden on the bank,
" they fled across the river into Arabia. :

.© 'The bolder of the Turkish soldiers, indeed, entering
*." Syria, hastened by forced marches night and day, in order

- who

.- to be able to enter the royal city of Antioch before our

.- approach. The whole army of God, learning this, gave
- due praise and thanks to the omnipotent Lord. Hastening
' with great joy to the aforesaid chief city of Antioch, we
 besieged it and very often had many conflicts there with

. ypu may be very sure, deatest, that the imessanget

’ SR
S 5,15 LETTER O HJ__S'W):FE. (MARCH 1098) -

the Turks; and seven times with the citizens of Antioch
and with the innumerable trops coming to its aid, whom
we rushed to meet, we foughtyith the fiercest courage,
under the leadership of Christ- And in all these seven bat-
tles, by the aid of the Lord God, we conquered and most
assuredly killed an innumerable host-of them, In those
battles, indeed, and in very many attacks made upon the
city, many of our brethren-and followers were killed and
their souls were borne te the joys of paradise,

.. We found the city of Antioch wery extensive, forti-
fied with incredible strength and almost Impregnable,
In addition, more than 5,000 bold-Turkisholdiers had
entered thé city, not counting the @r-'écens,- Publicans,
Arabs, Turcopolitans, Syrians, Arménians and other dif-
ferent races of whotn an infinite myltitude had gathered
together there. In fighting against these enemies of God
and of our own we have, by God's frace, endured many
sufferinigs and innumerable-evils up to the present time.
Many also have already exhapisted all their resources in
this very holy passion. Very many of our Franks, indeed,
would have met a temporal death from starvation, if the
clemency of God and out money had netsuccored them.
Before the above-mentioned city of Antioch indeed,
throughout the whole winter we suffered for our Lord
Christ from excessive cold and enormous torrents of rain.
What some say about the impossibility of bearing the heat
of the sun throughout Syria is untrue, for the winter there
is very similar to our winter in'the west. .

. When truly Caspian,® the emir.of Antioch—that s,
pritice and lord—perceived that he was hard pressed by
us, he serit his son Sensodolo® by name, to the pr'mcé who
holds Jerusalem, and to the prince of Calep, Rodoam*
and to Docap prince of Damascus.” He also sent into
Arabia for Bolianuth® and to Carathania for Hamelnuth.”
These five emirs with 12,000 picked Turkish horsemen
suddenly came to aid the inhabitants of Antioch. We,
indeed, ighorant of all this, had sent many of our soldiers
away to the cities and fortresses. For there are 165 cities
and fortresses throughout Syria which are in our power.

But a little before thev reached the city, we attacked them

-

Turks,

This was Yaghi Sivan, appoirted emir in 1087,

* Shams ad-Daulah.

This was Ridwan of Aleppo,

* Docap was Duqgaq, Seljuk ruler of Damascus (£1095-1104 ).
® This was Kerbogha, the Turkish governoz of Mosul {d.1102),
Carathania refers to Khorasan, today in Iran.

=2
=1

“Romania” here refers to the Byzantine Empire; at the time Stephen was writing, much of Anatolia bad been taken by the Seljuk




B

YV o+ NEW CONFIGURATIONS (C.lﬂSOHC.IISd)

at threé leagues’‘distance with 700 soldiers; on a certain
plain near the “TronBridge”* God; however, fought for
us, his faithful, against them. For on that day, fighting
in the strength that God gives, we coriqueted them and
killed an innumerable multitude-—God continually fight-

ing for us—and'we also carried back to the army more

than two hundred of their heads, in order that the people

mmight rejoice on that-account; The emperor of Babylon
Al sent Saracen messengers to our army with letters,
aﬁd through these he estabhshed peace and concord with
us?t -

1 love to tell you, dearest, what happened to us durmg
Lent. Qur princes had caused a fortress to be built before
a certain gate which was between our camp and the sea.
For the Turks, daily issuing from this gate, killed some
of our men on their way to the sea. The city of Antiochiis
about five leagues’ distance from the sea. For this reason
they sent the excellent Bohemond® and Raymond, count
of §t. Gilles,* to the sea with only sixty horsemen, in order
that they might bring mariners to aid in this work. When,
howéver, they were returning to us with those mariners,
the Tarks collected an artny, fell suddenly upon our two
leaders and forced them to a perilous flight. In that unex-
pected flight we lost more than'soo of our footsoldiers—
tothe glory of God. Of out horsemen, however, we lost
only two, for certain.

On that same day truly, in order to receive our brethren
with joy, and ignorant of their misfortunes, we went out to
imeet them, When, however, we approached the above-men-
tioned gate bf the city, a mob of horsemen and footsoldiers
from Antioch; elatedsby the vitory which they had won;
rushed upon us in the same manner Seeing these, our lead-
er's sent o the camp of the}Chnstlans to order all to be ready

i .

to follot us into battle: Tn the meantime our men gathered
together and the scattered leaders; namely, Bohemond and
Raymond, with the remainderof their army came up and
narrated the great misfortune which they had suffered.
- Our men, full of fury at these most evil tidings, pres
pared to' die for Christ'and; deeply grieved for their
brethren, rushed upon the sacrilegious Turks. They
the enemies of God and of us, hastily fled before us and
attempted to enter their city. But by God's grace the affair
turned out very differently; for, when they wanted tg
cross a bridge built over the'great river Moscholum,” wi
followed them as closely as possible; killed many befote
they reached the bridge, forced many into the river;all
of whom were killed, and we also stew many-upon the
) br1dge and very many at the narrow entrance to the gate
I am telling you the trith; my beloved, and you niay.be
very certain that in this battle we kilted thirty emirs; tha
is princes, and, three hundred other Turkish nobles, ng
counting the remaining Turks and pagans, Indeed, th
number of Tarks and Saracens killed is reckoned-at 2.30
but of ours we did not lose a'single man. gt
While on the following day (Easter) my chaplain Alex
andeér was writing this lettef in great haste, a party o
mien, lying in wait for the Turks, foughta successful batth
with them and killed s1xty horsemen, whose heads th
brought to the army. '
Thes¢ which I write to you are only afew thmgs, de
est, of the many which we have done, and because’}
not able to tell you, deatest, what is in my ming, T charg
you to do right, to carefully watch ever your land, 10
your duty asyouw ought to your children and your va
You will certainly see mie Just as soon as I can possﬂJl
retirn to you Farewell SR

| U The “Iron Bridge” crossed the Orontes River, about seven miles north of Antioch.
I 2 A yeference to an offer of neutrality by the Fatimid caliph of Egyps#ho was Shi" 1te, and ths hostile to the Sun
g‘ ¢ Bohemond of Taranto {d.1111), leader of the Norman contmgent" L BRI L i
* Raymond of 5t. Gilles (d.1z05) was the count of Toulouse and an impartant crusade leader. :

5 The Orontes River; this was another battle at the Iron Bridge. . S

r1j Turks
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