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Immigration

E,ICtWeen 1880 and 1900, nine million immigrants entered the
Ost were from southern and eastern Europe, in particular Ita

E’?Pife (including the Balkans), Hungary; Poland, and Russ
Eald la.bor to provide the manpower for mines, steel
€avy industry, industries recruited many immi

ally greeted new immigran
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particular group of immigrants, the Chinese, faced open hostiliy. Chinese ub;;
ers had flocked to Calfornia during the gold rush of the carly 18505 & IV
stayed to build the western part of the fist transcontinental railroad in rhe_d‘ e
and to mine in the Rocky Mountain states. A series of lawis, culminating Wi 0
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, strictly limited Chinese immigration: ;sn’
women in particular were denied entrance, thus making the formadon ¢S
ble families and communities nearly impossible. Labor unions fueled sn[r:f"l
toward them by claiming the immigrants undercut wages by workio8 i e
pay. The press heightened general fears of Chinese “strangeness” AUIOKETL U8
proportion of Chinese imnigrants was alvways very small compared £
from Europe, the extreme reaction to them reflected the rigid racial
the time, as also shown in the segregation of African Americans and the
an Indians to reservations. p——
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Qx&'ﬁﬂﬂ-‘ to Consider: Because lmmigfﬁdﬂ £
major theme in American life, these early oral histc .
still relevant today. These two narrators, bOth'su» )
ime of their interviews, describe initial periods of iob
jmportance of kin or country connections in findin job [
rators returned to their home countries at least ogcmp r
examples of the transnationalism that we talk abouftlce,dmafﬁ_'
s new immigrants both men were targets, in on today. N."o lice
in the other of racial violence. 3 e case of police corry

1. Why did these two men immigrate to the United S 5

2. How does the historical evidence of transnational té.ltes. R

how immigrants become American? Does becomin IZS afR?ct ideas abo

immigrants should cut their ties with their coumrig ?ler'lc-an mean th

3. What factors led to the success of these two nar::tg ?f%gvln? ¥
did they have to overcome? What qualities did they r;;JSse S};a:hzt:i

e

success?





