Rewriting the Remix

College Composition and the Educational
Elements of Hip-Hop

James Braxton Peterson

Y omposition courses at universities tend to employ a wide range of thematic
content that is often dependent upon who is teaching them. As scholars of
Booefl Hip Hop culture continue to enter into and thrive within the academny, the
advent of formal innovations of composition courses that reflect the scholarly in-
lerests of this growing group of composition pedagogues continues steadily. In this
“ontext, the emergence of Hip Hop themed composition courses has been inevi-
table. Hip Hop composition is not, in this chapter, about composing or performing
rap lyrics as a means of learning how to compose descriptive, argumentative, ana-
ytical, persuasive, or research-based papers. Instead, Hip Hop composition explores
various aspects of Hip Hop culture in order to engage the learning processes in-
volved in becoming strong(er) writers and continuous critical thinkers.

This chapter establishes pedagogical and theoretical foundations for the
l‘hematic utility of Hip Hop culture in composition courses. These pedagogical
loundations rest upon the aesthetic utility of specific elements of Hip Hop culture
(‘“}'Ch 4 MCing or Dfing) and the intuitive relationships that these elements have
With education generally as well as with certain writing/composition techniques
‘Pecifically (e, brainstorming or authorship itself). Hip Hop culture’s educa-
;::‘\f‘i potential andl ifs pedagogical potential in the composition classroom rely
Tit(inltz-on ap music’s obsession with language, wo.rdplay, and various linguis-
(his Eml aﬁthns. Many scholars employ the West African term nommo to captare
l'fﬂ\vevgp :l;ls on the power of th.e word (Meac%lum, 20(.)3; Smitherman, 1997).
”llmero; e crux o'f Fhe pedagogical argument is that Hip Hop.culture presents
nstricg VS O_Pportum“ues for teachers to leverage popular culture in order to make

©interventions in the composition classroom,

ditig fiip. 4
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