Y1

In the world had ever before

Known anything like it, so help me
God! And that’s all I’'m allowed

To tell you; I can say no more,

These pleasures I'm forbidden to report
Were the most wonderful known
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DEVEL-OPMENTS IN RELIGIOUS SENSIBILITIES

6.22 Disc1plmmg and purlfylng Christendom: Decrees of
Lateran IV (12i5). Original in Latin.

Called by Pope Innocent III (1198-1216), the Fourth Lateran Council was a turning point ’
in the history of the Church. It codified many doctrines, policies, and practices that had
hitherto been informal, local, or fuizzy. It meant to purify Christendom of the contami-
nating presence of heretics and Jews while determining the religious behavx,or and beliefs

of those within the fold

1. In what ways did the Fourth Lateran Council continue the Church'reform._movement

begun in the eleventh century? -

2. In what ways did it represent something new?

[Source: Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils, ed. Norman P, Tanner, vol. 1: Nicaea I to Latetan V (L_ondon
and Washington, DC: Sheed & Ward and Georgetown University Press, 1990);, pp. 230-31, 233-36; 245,

25758, 265-67 (notes modified).]
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Constitutions - -~ | . R
1. ON THE CATHOLIC FAITH -

We firmly believe and simply confess that there is only
one true God, eternal and imineasurable, almiglhity,
unchangeable, incomprehensible and ineffable, Father,
Son and holy Spirit, three persons but one absolutely
simple essence, substarice or nature, The Fathei is from
none, the Son from the Father alone, and the holy-Spirit
from both equally, eternally without beginning or end;
the Father generating, the Son being born; and the holy
Spirit proceeding; consubstantial and- coequal, co-6m-
nipotent and coeternal; oné principle of all things,
creator of all things invisible and visible, spiritual and
corporeal; who by his almighty power at the beginning
of time created from nothing both spititual and corpo-
real creatures, that is to say angelic and earthly, and then
created human beings composéd as it were of both spirit
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The most delightful. That night,
And all night long, Lancelot
Experienced incredible joy.

But the dawn came, against
His will, and he had to leave.
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and body in commeon, The dev11 and other demons we
created by God naturally good, but they became-evil b
their own doing. Man, however, sinned at the promptlﬂ
of the devil,
'This holy Trinity, which is undivided ar,corchﬁgt
common essence but distinct according to the PrC’Pe
ties of its persons, gave the teaching of salvation to
huran race through Moses and the holy prophets &%
his other servants, according to the most appropriate &
position of the times. Finally the only-begotten Son{
God, Jesus Christ, who became incarnate by the actio
of the whole Trinity in commeon and was conceived fro
the ever virgin Mary through the cooperation of the ho
Spirit, having become true man; composed of 2 T4 o1
soul and humnan flesh, one person in two natures sho
more clearly the way of life. Although he is immort
unable to suffer according to his divinity he We$ n
capable of suffering and dying according to his hum




'ﬁaeed, having suffered and died on the wood of the
sross for the salvation of the human race, he descended
o the underworld, rese from the dead and ascended into
heaven. He descended in the soul, rose in the flesh, and
sscended in both. He will come at the end of time to

ge the living and the dead; to render to every person
according to his works, both to the reprobate and to the
olect. All of them will rise with their own badies, which
they.now wear, 50 as {0 receive according to their desserts,
whether these be good ot bad; for the latter perpetual
;uriishment with the devil, for the former eternal glory
with Ghrist. - 2.0 o
- Theré is indeed one universal church of the faithful,
sutside of which nobody at all is saved, in which Jesus
- Chuist is both priest and sacrifice. His body and blood are
truly contained in the sacrament of the altar under the
fornis of bread and wine, the bread dand wine having been
chianged in substance, by God’s power, into his body and
blood, so that in order to achieve this mystery of unity we
teceive from God what he received from us, Nobody can
effect this sacrament except a priest who has been prop-
¢rly ordained according to the church’s keys, which Jesus
Christ himself gavé to the apostles and their successofs.
Buit the sacrament of baptism is consecrated in water at
the invocation of the undivided Trinity—namely Father,
" $on and holy Spirit—and brings salvation to both chil-
dren and adults when it is correctly carried out by anyone
in the form laid down by the church., If someone falls into
sin after having received baptism, he or:she can always
be restored through true peniterice. For not only virgins
and the continent but also married persons find favor
* with God by right faith and good actions and deserve to
attain to eternal blessedness....
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We excommunicate and anathematize every heresy rais-
ing itself up against this holy, orthodox and catholic faith
which we have expounded above, We condemn all here-
tics, whatéver names they may go under. They have differ-
ent faces indeed but their tails are tied together inasmuch
as they are alike in their pride. Let those condemned
be handed over to the secular authorities present; or to
their bailiffs, for due punishment, Clerics are first to be
degraded from their orders. The goods of the condemned
are to be confiscated, if they are lay persons, and if clerics
they are to be applied to the churches from which they
received their stipends. Those who are only found suspect
of heresy are to be struck with the sword of anathema,
unless they prove their innocence by an appropriate pur-
gation, having regard to the reasons for suspicion and
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6.22 DEGREES OF LATERAN IV (1215} -

the character of the person. Let such persons be avoided
by all until they have made adequate satisfaction. If they
persist in the excommunication for a year, they are to be
condemned as héretics. Let secular authorities, whatever
offices they may be discharging, be advised and urged
and if necessary be compelled by ecclesiastical censure,
if they.wish to be reputed and held fo be faithful, to take
publicly an odth for the defense of the faith to the effect
that they will seek, in so far as they can, to expel from the
lands subject to their jurisdiction all heretics designated
by the church in good faith. Thus whenever anyone is
promoted to spiritual or temporal authority; he shall be
obliged to confirm this article with an oath. If however
a temporal lord, réquired and instructed by the church,
neglects to cleanse his territory of this heretical filth, he
shall be bound with the bond of excommunication by
the metropolitan and other bishops of the province. If
he refuses to give satisfaction within a year, this shall
be reported to the supreme pontiff so that he may then
declare his vassals absolved from their fealty to him and
make the land available for occupation by Catholics so
that these may, after they have expelled the heretics, pos-
sess it unopposed and preservé it in the purity of the
faith—saving the right of the suzerain [ruler] provided
that he makes no difficulty in the matter and puts no
impediment in the way. The same law is to be observed
no less as regards those who do not have a suzerain, -
.- Catholics who take the cross and gird themselves up
for the expulsion of heretics shall enjoy the same indul-
gence, and be strengthened by the same holy privilege,
asis granted to those who go to the aid of the holy Land.
Moreover, we determine fo subject to éxcommunica-
tion believers who receive, defend or support heretics.
We strictly ordain that if any such persen, after he has
been designated as excommunicated, refuses to render
satisfaction within a year, then by the law itself he shall
be branded ds infamous and not be admitted to public
offices or councils or to elect others to the same or to
give testimony. He shall be intestable, that is he shall not
have the freedom to make a will, nor shall he succeed to
an inheritance. Moreover nobody shall be compelled to
answer to him on any business whatever, but he may be
compelled to answer to them, Ifhe is a judge, sentences
pronounced by him shall have no force and cases may
not be brought before him; if an advocate, he may not be
allowed to defend anyone; if a notary, documents drawn
up by him shall be worthless and condemned along with
their condemned author; and in similar matters we order
- the same to be observed, If however he is a cleric, let
him be deposed from every office and benefice, so that
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the greater the fault the greater be the punishment. If
any refuse to avoid such persons after they have been
pointed out by the church, let them be punished with
the sentence of excommunication until they make suit-
able satisfaction, Clerics should not, of course; give the
sacraments of the church to such pestilent people nor
give them a Christian burial nor accept alms or offerings
from them; if they do, Tet them be deprived of their office
and not restored to it withiout a special indult [privilege]
of the apostolic see. Similarly with regulars;® let them be
punished with losing their privileges in the diocese in
which they presumeto commit such excesses, - - ..
--'There are some who “holding to the form of religion
but denying its pewer” (ag the' Apostle says),” claim for
themselves the authority to preach, whereas the same
Apostle says, “How shall they preach unless they are
sent?™ Let therefore all those who have been forbidden
or fiot sent to preach, and yet dare publicly or privatelyto
ysurp the office of preaching without having received the
authority of the apestolic see or the catholic bishop of the
place, be bound with the bond of excommunication and,
unless they repent very quickly, be punished by another
suitable penalty. We add furthet that each archbishop
br bishop, either in person or through his archdeacon
or through suitable honest persons; should visit twice
or at Jeast once in the year any parish of hifs in ‘which
heretics are said to live. Thete he should’compel three ot
more men of good repute, or even if it seems’expedient
the whole neighborhood, to swear that if anyone kiiows
of heretics there or of any persons who hold secret con-
venticles or who differ'in their [ife:and habits from the
normal way of living of the faithful, then he will take
care to point them out to the bishop. The bishop himself
should summon the aecused to his presence, and they
should be punished canonically [accordmg to canon law]
if they are unable to clear themselves.of the charge o if
aftér compurgation® they refapse into their former errors
of faith, If however any of them with damnable obstmacy
refuse to honor an eath-and'so will not take itj let them
by this very fact be regardeéd as heretics, We therefore will
and command and, in virtue of obedience; strictly com-
mand that bishops See carefully to the effective execution
of these things throughout their dioceses, if they wish to
avoid canonical penialties. If any bishop is negligent or

YI ¢+ INSTITUTIONALIZING ASTIRATIONS (C.1150-C.1250;

remiss in cleansing his diocese of the ferment of heresy,
then when this showsitself by unmistakable signs he shall
be depased from his office as bishop and there shall be
put in his place a suitable person who both wishes and
is able to overthrow the evil of heresy.

4. ON- THE PRIDE OF GREEKS TOWARDS LATINS
Although Wwe would wish to cherish and honor the Greeks
who in our days are returning to the obedience of the
apostolic see, by preserving their-customs and rites as
much as we can in the Lord, nevertheless we neither want
nor ought to defer to them in matters which brifig danger
to souls and detract from the church’s honor: For; after
the Greek church together with ceértain associates and
supporters withdrew from the obedience of the apostoli¢
see, the Greeks began to detest the Latins so much that;
among other wicked things which they committed out
of conternpt for {hiem, wheén Latin priests celebrated on
their altars they would not offer sacrifice on them until
they had washed them, as if the altars had beeri defiled
thereby. The Greeks ever had the temerity to rebaptize
those baptized by the Latins; and some; as we dre told;
still do not fear to do this: Wishing therefore to remové
sucha great scandal from God’s church, we strictly order,
on the advice of this sacred council, tHat henceforth they
do'not presume to do such things but rather conform
themselves like obedient sons to the holy Roman church;
their niother, so that there may be “one flock and ome

- shepherd?® If anyone howevér does dare to do such a

thing, let him be struck with the sword of excommuni-
cation and be deprived of every eccles1ast1cal oﬁice and
benefice.... S v

21. ON CONFESSION BEING MADE, AND

NOT REVEALED BY THE PRIEST, AND ON-
COMMUNICATING AT LEAST AT-EASTER -

Al the faithful of either sex, after they have reached the
age of discernment, should individually confess all their
singin a falthful manner to their own priest at least once
ayear, and let then take care to do what they can to per-

+ form the penance imposed on them, Let them reverently

réceivé the sacrament of the:Bucharist at least-at Easter
unless they think, fot a good reason and on theadvice of
their own priest; that they should abstain from teceiving

! 1.e., monks.’

2 Timas, -

> Rom. 10113,

John 10116,

" A procedure whereby w1tnesses swear to the innocefice of the accused.” o P AT
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for 4 . Otherwise they shall bé barred from entering
grch during their lifetime and they shall be denied a
stian burial at death; Let this salutary decree be fre-
aently published in churches, so that nobody may find
e pretense of an excuse in the blindness of ignorance.
- sy petsons wish; for good reasons, to confess their
o anothet- priest let them first ask and obtain the
cimission of their own priest; for otherwise the other
ciest will not have the power to absalve of to bind them.”
hé priest shall be discerning and -prudent, so that like a
ikilled doctor he miay pour wine and of}* over the wounds
<fthe injiired one. Let him carefully inquire about the cir-
Zamstances of both the sinner and the sin, so that he may
ridently discern what sort of advice he ought to give
2nd what remedy to apply, using various méans to heal
e sick person., Let him take the utmost care, however,
iot to betidy the sinner-at all by word or sign or in any’
sthier way. If thie priest needs wise advice, let him seek it
cautiously without any mention of the person concerned.
For if anyone presumes to reveal a sin disclosed to himvin
onfession, we decree that he is not only to be deposed

.

monastery to do perpetual penance....

ON'THE RESTRICTION OF PROHIBITIONS
TO.MATRIMONY , ¥ - SRR ;
should not be judged reprehensible if human decrees
sometimes changed according to changing ¢circum-
ces, especially when urgent necessity or evident
-_advantag'e‘derﬁands it, since God himself changed in the
New Testarnent some of the things which he had comt-
anded in the Old Testarnent. Since the prohibitions
gainst contracting marriage in the second and third
egree of affinity, and against uniting the offspring of a
econd marriage with the kindred of the first husband,
fren lead to difficulty and sometimes endanger souls,
“we therefore, in order that when the prohibition ¢easés
he effect may also cease, revoke with the approval of
- this sacred council the constitutions published on this
- subject® and we decree, by this present constitution, that
“hénceforth cotitracting pirfies connected in these ways
 miay freely be joined together. Moreover the prohibitfon
he advice of against marriage shall not in future go beyond the fourth
m receiving depree of consanguinity and of affinity, since the prohibi-

IR  tion cannot now generally be observed to further degrees

‘ess all theif
it least oncé
rcan to per-
1 reverently

frorfy his priestly office but also to be confined to a strict '

6.22 DECREES OF LATERAN J¥ {1215) °

without grave harm. The riumber four agrees well with
the prohibition concerniing bodily union about which
the Apostle says, that “the husband does not rule over
his body, but the wife does; and the wife doesnot rule
over her body; but the husband does”;* for there are
four humors in the'bady, which is composed of thé four
elemients. Although the prohibition of marriage is-now
restricted to' the fourth degree, we wish the prohibition
to be petpetual, notwithstanding earlier decrees on this
subject issued either by-others or by us. If any persons
dare fo matry‘contraty to this prohibition, they shall not
be protected by length of years, since the passage of time
does not diminish sin but intreases it, and the longer that
faults hold the unfortunate soul in'bondage the graver
theyate. 1 N R

51, ON THE PUNISHMENT OF THOSE WHO
CONTRACT CLANDESTINE MARRIAGES
Since the prohibition against marriage in the three remot-
est degrees has been' revoked, we wish it to be strictly
observed in the other degrees. Following in the footsteps
of our predecessors, we altogether forbid clandestine
martiages and we forbid dny priestto-presume to be pres-
ett at such a'marriage. Extending the special custorn of
certain regions to other regions generally, we decree that
when marriages até to be contracted they shall be pub-
licly ahnounced in the churches by priests, with a suit-
able time being fixed béforehand within which whoever
wishes and is able to may adduce a lawful impediment,
The pticsts themselves shall also investigate whether
there is any impediment. When thereappears a credible
réason why the marriage should not be centracted, the
contract shiall be expressty forbidden until there has been
established from clear dociiments what oughtto be done
in the matter, i any persons presume to éntet into clan-
destine marriages of this kind, or forbidden marriages
within 3 prohibited degree, even if done in ignorance,
the offspring of the union shall be deerded illegitimate....

67, ON THE USURY -OF JEWS -

The more the Christian religion is restrained from usuri-
ous practicet, so much the more does the perfidy of the
Jews grow in these matters; gorthat within a short time they
are exhausting the resources of Christians, Wishing there-

" fore to see that Christians are not savagely oppressed by

b
See Luke 10:34.

3 , - , .
The reference is to decisions of earlier councils,

* 1Cor. 7:4.

' The power to “bind and Joose”—that is to impose penance and to absolve—is based on Matt. 16119 and 18118,
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Jews in this matter, we ordain by this synodal decree that if
Jews in future, on any pretext, extort oppressive-and exces:
sive interest from Christians, then they are to be removed
from contact with Christians until they. have made ade-
quate satisfaction for the immoderate burden. Christians
too, if need be, shall be compelled by ecclesiastical censure,
without the possibility of an appeal, to abstain from com-
merce with them; We enjoin upon princes not to be hostile
to Christians on this account, but rather to be zealous
in restraining Jews from so great oppression. We decree,
under the same penalty, that Jews shall be compelled to
make satisfaction to churches for tithes and offerings due
to the churches, which the churches were accustomed to
receive from Christians for houses and other possessions,
before they passed by whatever title to the Jews, so that the
churches rnay thus be preserved from loss.

68. THAT ]EWS SHOULD BE DISTINGUISHED -
FROM CHRISTIANS IN THEIR DRESS

A difference of dress distiriguishes Jews or Saracens from
Christians in some provinces, b1_1t in.others a certain.con-
fusion has déveloped so that they are indistinguishable.
Whence it sometimes happens that by mistake Christians
join with Jewish or Satacen women, and Jews or Sara-
cens with Christian women. In ordér that the offerice of
stich a damnable mixing may not spread further, under
the excuse of a mistake of this kind, we decree that such
persons of either sex, in every Chiistian province and
atall times, are to be distinguished in public from-other
peoplé by the character of their dress—seeing moreover
that this was enjoined upon them by Moses himself; as
we read.! They shall not appear in public at all on the days
of lamentation and onpassion Sunday; because some of
them on such: days, as we have'heard, do not blish to
parade in very ornate dress and are not afraid to mock
Christians who are pr_esel_lzting amemorial of the most
sacred passion and ate displaying signs’ of grief. What
we most strictly forbid, however, is that they.dare in any
way to break out in derision of the Redeemer. We order
secular princes to restrain with condign [appropriate]
punishment those who, do §O presume, Yest they dare to
blaspheme in any way him who was crucified for us, since
we ought not to ignore insults against him who blotted
out our wrongdoings, ‘

.

69. THAT JEWS ARE NOT TO HOLD PUBLIC, -
OFFICES
It would be too absurd fora blasphemer of Chnst to
exércise power over Christians, We therefore renew in
this canon, on account of the boldness of the offend-
ers, what the council of Toledo® providently decreed in
this matter: we forbid Jews to be appointed to public
offices, since under cover of them they are very hostile
to Christians. If, hewever, anyone does commit such _aﬁ
office to them let hirm, after an adnionition; be curbed
by:the provincial council, which we order to be held
annually, by means of an appropriate sanction. Any
official so appointed shall be denied commerce with
Christians in business and in other matters until he hag
converted to the use of poor Christians, in accordance
with the directions of the diocesan bishop, whatever:he
has obtained from Christians by reason of his office so
acquired; and he shall surrender with shane the office -
which he irreverently assumed, We extend the same -
thing to pagans. N
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70. THAT CONVERTS TO THE FAITH AMONG. '
THE JEWS MAY NOT RETAIN THEIR OLP RITE
Certain people who have come voluntarily to the water
of sacred baptism, as we learnt, do not wholly cast offth
old person in order to put on the new. more perfectly.
For, in keeping remnants of their former rite, they up
the decorum of the Christian religion by such a mmng
Since it is written, cursed is he who enters the land:
two paths,'and a garment that is woven froi linen afi
wool together should not be put on,® we therefore’ degre
that such peaple shall be wholly prevented by the prelate
of churches from observing their ofd rite, so that. thos
who freely offered themselves to the Christiah relig
may be kept to its obsérvance'by a salutary and necess
coercion, For it is a lesser evil not to know the Lords wal
than to go back on it after havmg known it..

[71 ] EXPEDITION FOR THE RECOVERY o HE
HOLY LAND -

It is our ardent desire to hberate the holy Land from infi
del hands. We therefore declare, with the approval, of this
sacred council and on the advice of prudent men: whe
fully aware of the circumstances, of time-and P]‘m3

1 See Lev. 19:19; Deut, 22:5 and 22111
* A reference to the Council of Toledo of 589, canon 14, -
See Col 3:9.

See Bcclus, 2:14 and 3:28.

3
4

5 See Deut, 22711,
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isadets are to imake themsetves ready so that all who
have arrapged to go by sea shall assemble in the king-
sy of Sicily on June 1st after next: some as necessary
and fitting at Rrindisi and others at Messina and places
eighborin'g it on either side, where we too have arranged
‘fobe in'persoh’at'that'time, God willing, so that with our
adviceand hélp the Christian drmy may be in good ordet
aeetout with divine and apostolic blessing. 'Those who
“pave decided to'go by land should also ‘take care to be
eady by the same dite, They shall notify us meanwhile
. that we may grant them a ‘suitable legate a latere" for
advice and Help. Priests and. other clerics who will be
a the Christian army, both those under authority and
prelates, shall diligently devote themselves to prayet and
eghortation, tedching the crusaders by word and exam-

6

time, by the Acts of the Apostles i
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ralites . who was not entirely hostile to the movement, Peter is call
chronicle, some of the enitties are preceded by dates.
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T 1. How doés this account of Peter Waldo's life compare with

d's way
: of St. Francis in his Testament (below, p.
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23 Dé\fbtion through quéi‘-ty_: Peter Waldo 111'1716 L

* Peter Waldo {(d.c.1207), 2 wéalthi,* merchant at Lyon, was i’pép'i:r:ed,_ like _
o the Nesw Testament. At some time in the 1170s, he rid
ns and began to preach fo his neighbors “to place your

F-LAGN (3i73-1178)7 -~

ple to have the fear and dove of God always before their
eyes, so that they say 6# do nothing that might offend the
divine majesty. If they ever fall into sir, let them quickly
rise up again through true penitence. Let them be hum-
blein heaft and in'body, keeping to moderation both in
food and in dréss, avoiding altogether dissensions and
rivalries, and putling aside entirely any bitterness or envy,
so that thus armed with spititual and material weapons
they may the more fearlessly fight against the enemies
of the faith, telying not-on 'their own power but rathet
trusting in the strength of God. We grant to these clerics
that they may receive the fruits of their benefices in foll
for three years, as if-they_we're resident in the chugches,
and if necessary they 'may leave them in pledge for the
same time. T ‘

coy

S Chfo%ific'le of Laon (1'1_73'—'_1'178)'.'.inginal_-'ih Latin.

many people ofhis - '

alth” He and his followers (known af first as the Poor, of the
the Waldensians) were initially embraced by the papacy but
nued to preach and were declared heretics in.,

tion with heresy may be seen in Jacques Fournier's Episcopal
account printed here, weitteft by an anonymous chronicler -

ed Valdes, the original form of

the autobiographical account

37501

different responses to Waldo's conversion?

i THE . .
. ed. and trans, Robert 1. Moore (New York: St. Maztins Press, 1975);

{Source: The Birth of Popular Heresy,
pp- 111-13 (stightly modified).]

m infi-
Lofthis
who ase e : :
ce, that At about this time; 1n 1173, there was a citizen of Lyoti
named Valdes, who tad made a great-deal of money .
by the evil means of usury. One Sunday he lingered by

-

1 %4 [atere” means “from the side [of the popel”” The pope is

A jongleur was atl entertainer.

" a growd that had gathered round a jongleur,” and was
much struck by his words. He took him home with him,
and listened carefully to his story of how St. Alexis had

here saying that a papal legate is necessary:

371

[T
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died a holy death in his father’s house,” Next morning
Valdas hastened to the schools of theology to seek advice
about his soul, When he had been told of the many ways
of coming to God he asked the master whether any of
thern was more sure and reliable than the rest, The master
quoted to him the words of the Lord, “f thou wilt be per-
fect go sell what thou hast and give to the paor and thou
shalt have treasure in heaven. And come follow me?”
Valdes returned to his wife and gave her the choice
between having all his movable wealth or his property in
land and water, woods, rheadows, fields, houses, rents,
vineyards, mills and ovens. She was very upset at hav-
ing to do this and chose the property. From his mov-
able wealth he returned what he had acquired wrongly,
conferred a large portion on his two daughters, whom
he placed in the order of Fontevrault® without his wife's
knowledge, and gave a still larger amount to the poor.
At this time a terrible famine was raging through Gaul
and Germany. For three days a week, from Whitsun to
St Peter-in-chains [May 27-Auigust 1] Valdés generously
distributed bread, soup and meat to anyone who came
to him, On the Assumptlon of the ergm [August 15] he
scattered money among the poor in the streets saying,
“You cannot serve two masters, God and Ma.mmon”“ 'The
people around thought thathe had gone c out of his senses.

Then he stood up on & piece of high ground and said,

“Priends and fellow-citizens, T am not out of my mind,
as you think. I havé avenged myself on the enémies who
enslaved me when I cared more for money than for God

and served the creature more faithfully than the creatér. =

I know that many of you disapprove of my having acted

5o publicly. I have done so both for my own sake and for .
yours: for my sake; because anybody who sees me with-
money in future will be able to'say that I am crazy; for

-';.‘

" bishop’s command, he was not allowed to accept atms

" neither gold nor silver, and take no thought for the mor-

your sake; so that you may learn to place your tiopes in 6 .24
God and not in wealth”

Next day as he was coming out of church Valdes
begged a certain citizen, formerly a friend of his, for
God's sake to give him something to eat. The man took
him home, and said, “As long as I live Lwill provide you
with the necessities of life” When his wife heard this
story, she was very upset, and rushed distraught to com
plain to the archbishop that Valdes had begged his bread
from someone other than herself, This moved everybody
who was with the archbishop to tears, The archbishop
requested the citizen to bring his guest before him. The
wife seized her husband by his tattered clothes, and said,
“Is it not better, my man, for me to redeem my sins by
giving you alms than a stranger?” After this, by the arch-

from anybody in the city except his wife.
1177 Valdés, the citizen of Lyon whom we have already
mentioned, who had vowed to God that he would possess

row, began to make converts to his opinions. Pollowing
his example, they gave all they had to the poor and will-
ingly devoted themselves to poverty. Gradually, bofh in
publicand i in private, they began to inveigh againist both
their own sins and those of others.

1178 Pope Alexander I11° Feld a council at the Latef
palace The éouncil condemned heresy and all t
who fostered and defended hieretics. The pope embrac
Valdés, and applauded the vows of voluntary po
which he had taken, but forbade him and his companions
to assume the office of preaching except at thié request
the priests, They obeyed this instruction for a time, !
later they disobeyed; and affronted many, brmgmg i
on themselves.

-

2 Matto1gan

w

4 Matt. 6:24; Luke 1613

w

In the story of St. Alexis, probably a conflation of several legends, the saint, member of a distinguished family af Romer
wife on his wedding hight, went ona pilgrimage; and, upon his return to Rome, Tived unrecognized as & beggar undﬁl‘the
in his father’s house, After his death documents made his identity known and he was honored as a saint. ;

Fontevrault wasa monastery founded by Robert of Arbrlssel (c1045~1116), It cons1sted of two houses, one for men &
for women, both of which were preSLd.ed ovet by the same female abbess,

Alexander III was pope from 1159 o0 1181, In fact this council (Lateran HI) was held in 1179,
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of tears as they contemplated the Lord.

cob oL

of fetmale piety? -

"BOOKI - .
' CHAPTER 16 _ .

The beginning of her conversion to you, O Lord, the first
fruits of het Jove, was your Cross and Passion. She'heard
you hearing and was afraid,' she considered your works
and feared. One day when she was reflecting on the bless-
ings you had sent and visited upon her and which you
had graciously shown forth in the flesh to mankind, and
_ while shie was considering your torment upon the Cross,
she found such grace of compunction and wept so abun-
dantly that the tears which flowed so copiously from her
eyes fell on the-floor of the church and plainly showed
where she had been walking. For a long time after this
visitation, she could not lock at an image of the Cross,
_ for could she speak of the Passion of Christ, nor hear
other people speaking of it without falling into ecstasy
by reason of her enfeebled heart. She therefore would
sometimes moderate her sorrow and restrain the flood
of her tears and, leaving behind His humanity, would
raise her mind so that she might find some consolation

: .24 THE LIFE OF MARY OF OFGNIES (1213)

¢.24 Devotion through mysticism: Jacques de Vitry, The.

™ Life of Mary of Oignies (1213). Originalin Latin.

Jacques de Vitry} (d1240) learnéd about Mary of Oighi_és" while he was a tegular canon

{miuch like a monk but livinig according to the Rule of St. Augustine rather thari Benedict) at

Oignies, today in the north of France. Mary (1177-1213) led a néarby hquSéfoBegui’n?s‘—é,'

community in which women took no formal vows but nevg'rth:ezllés;‘&e_di;at?d themselves

to lives of piety. Jacques's support for the Beguines helped legitimize them: his biography

 madeMaryintoa kind of saint, while his direct appeal to the papacy in 1216 resulted inthe i
. Beguines’ official recognition. Although they spent their days at simple tasks—caring for

 the sick, spinning, weaving-—Beguines like Mary lived passionate lives, weeping cascades

Coniparing this Life with that of Monegundis in the sixth century (see above, p. 38),
how might you characterize the transformations that occurred in medieval conceptions
© 2. How did the life of Christ inspire Mary of Oignies? ~

*[Source: Medieval Women's Visonary Litefature, ed, Elizabeth Alvilda Petroff, trans. Margot King (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1986), pp. 179-81 (a few notes added).)

in His unchangeableness. The more, however, shetried to
restrain the vehemence of the flood, the mote wondrousty
did her ardor increase it. When'she considered how great
was He who had allowed Himseif to be so humiliated for
us her sorrow was redoubled and her soul renewed with
sweet compunction and fresh tears.

CHAPTER 17 . .« .. i : ,
Once, just before Holy Thursday when the Passion of
Christ was approaching, she began to offer herself up as
a sacrifice to the Lord with an even greater flood of tears,
sighs, and sobs, One of the priests of the church exhorted
her with honey-tongued rebukes to pray in silence and to
restrain her tears. Although she had always been bashful
and would, with dovelike simplicity, make an effort to
obey in all things, yet she knew that she could not restrain
these tears. She therefore slipped quietly out of the church
and hid herself in a secret place far from everyone, and
she tearfully begged the Lord that he show this priest that
it is not in man to restrain the impulse of tears when the
waters flow with the vehemence of the blowing wind.?

! Hab. 3:2.-
2 See Ps. 14718 and Exod. 14:21.
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On that very day while the priest was célébratitig Mass,

»1

it happened that “the Lord opened and none shut™ and
“He sent forth waters and they overturned the earth
His spirit was drowned with such a flood. of tears

that he almost, suffocated The harder he tried to restrain ’

this force, the mmore drenched he became and the more
soaked did the book and the altar become What could
he do, he who had been so lackmg in fores1ght, he who
had rebukéd the handmaid of Christ? With shame and

through personal experience he was taught what te pre-

viously had nét leariied through hunuhty and compas-

sion. Sobbing frequentlyand with disodered and broken -

speech, he barely avoided total collapse, which one of his
acquaintances has testified. After Mass was finished, the

handmaid of Christ returned to the church and told the -

priest everything that had happened, as if she herself had
been present. “Now,” she said, “you have learned through

personal experlence that man cannot restrain the impulse:

3

of the spirit ‘when the south wind blows,

CHAPTER 1 8

When a constant outburst of tears gushed forth from her
eyes both day and night and ran down her cheeks and
made the church floor all muddy, she would catch the
teats in the linen cloth with which she covered her head,
She went through many veils in this way since she had
to change them frequently and pirt a dry oneonin place
of the wet one she had discarded, :

' In ty love for her1 suffered with her in her long fasts
and fréquent vigils and while she was enduring many
such deluges of tears. I therefore asked her whether she
felt any pain or discomfort as one is accustomed to expe-
rience in such & state of exhaustion. “These tears,” she
said, “are my refreshment. Night atid day they are my
bread. They do not impajrimy head but rather feed my
mind. They do tot torment me with pain but, on the
contrary; they tejoice my-soul with a kind of sérenity.
They do not empty the braig but fill the soulto satiety and
soften it with @ sweet anoiliting: They afé not violently
wrenched out but ate freely given'by the Lord”

time. From the Horrot she felt at her previous carnal plea-

‘tisements; she had made up fof all the pleasures she had

- mind, she saw one of the seraphim standing close by her,

- Inflamed as she was, however, by the intense fire of Jove,

CH AP TER 22
Having once tasted the spmt she held as nothmg aH
sensual delights until one day she remembered the time
when she had been gravely ill and had been forced, from
necessity, to eat meat and drink a little wine for a short

remain e
in the ch
her eyes .
when Ch
the sacres
His com
sacramer.
presence
tenderly ¢
and purg
in light tk
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sure, she began to afflict herseif and she found no rest
in spirit until, by méans of extraordlnary bodﬂy chas-

expetienced in'the past In vehemence of spirit, almostas
if she were inebriated, she began to loathe her body when
she compared it to th¢ sweetness of the Paschal Lamb* .
and, with a knife, in error cut out a large piece of her
flesh which, from embarrassment, she buried in the earth:

she did not feel the pain’of her wound and, in ecstasy of S
6.25
Much later when women were washing her corpse, they S
were amazed when they found the places of the woun
but thoge to whem she had made her confession knew
what they were; Why do those who marvel at the worms
which swarmed from the wounds of Simeon [Stylites]
and are awe-struck at the fire with which Antony buent.
his feet® not wonder at such strength in the frail sex of
woman who, wounded by charity and invigorated by thie
wounds of Christ, neglected the wounds of her own body

BooKHi

CHAPTER 72 R - :
It frequently occurred that when the pr1est ralsed '
Host; she saw between his harids the cofporeal form
beautiful boy-and an armiy of the heavenly host déscen

Tsa. 22322, -
Job 1215,
See Acts 28:13,

2

4

5

‘The Paschal Lamb, that is, the sacrificial lamb of the Jewish Passover, was understood to be a prefiguration of Christ, -
A reference to the temptations of Antony, as depicted in The Life of St. Antony, above, p. 30. Simeon St}'htes was anOthe
whose ascetic practices—particularly his long endurance on a pillar—were well known. C
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ing with a great light. When the priest received the Ho c
after the general confession, shé saw in:the spmf th t
Lord femain in the soul of the priest illuminating him §
with-a wondrous brightness, If; on the other Kand; B >
received it unworthily, she saw the Lord withdraw: i .
d1spleasure and the soul of the wretchecl man wou .
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when Christ descended to the altar at the utterance of
the sacred words, then, wondrously transformed, she felt
His coming. ‘T
crament of Bxtreme Unction by invalids,"' she felt the
;;' resenceof Christ whén, with a2 multitude of saints, He
s shie ha :{gnderly strengthene
' purged the soul and, as it were, transfused Himself
inlight thtoughout the whole body of the invalid while
the different limbs were being anointed, o

The me

sebyhe 6.25

6,25 A RULE FOR HERMITAGES (1217-1221) °

srait Py and dark Evenwhen she was not present CHAPTER 88 ST
in the chureh but rémained ity her cell, she prayed with Sometimes it seemied to her that for three or more days
: A with a white veil, as was her habit,and  sheheld Him close to her so that He nestled between her
breasts lika a baby; and she hid Him there lest He be seen
: by othérs. Sometimes she kissed hitn as though He were

fshe was present at the reception of the a little child and sometimes she held Him on her lap as
if He were a gentle lamb. At other times the Holy Son of
the Virgin manifested Himself in the form of a.dove for

visit His faithful ones,- =~ " »

ndicant movement: St. Francis, A»Rﬂlefoi;‘.”
Hermitages (1217-1221) and The Testament (1226). o

OriginalinLatin. | © .

Saint Brancis (1181/1182-1226) had an extraordinary imipact on late medieval religious life.

* Born into a wealthy merchant family in Assisi, Prancis, like Peter Waldo, had 4 conver-
' sion experience in his mid-twenties that led him to strip hirhself of all his belongings and

take Up the lifestyle of a poor person—a mendicanit—who preachied and begged for his

X daily bréad and lodging. His éﬁect_'ih the cities of Italy was electrifying: Francis gained
famerons followers (called “friars” from the Latin term for brothers). Women too were

drawn to his example. o S |
', Although Francis disliked having to institutionalize his ideals, he was constrained by

) exfernal demands to write (or rather dictate, in Umbrian dialect, words that were translated.
into Latin by his scribes) several rules. The Rule for Hermitages was probably meant as an.

“appendix” for one of his longer rules, even though hermitages seem to viclate the Fran-
ciscan norm of mendicancy and itineracy—of being “on the move. :Perhaps the hermits

of the Eranciscan Order were men already in hermitages before they joined; or perhaps

they used the hermitage for a period of reflection. The Testament, dictated during the
‘final days of Prancis’ life, surhmed up the main poifits of his spirituality. Like Neophytoss
“Testamentary Rule, it began with an autobfographical account. R '

1. How might you compare the sensibilities of Peter Waldo, Mary of Oignies, and Francis
to arrive at a composite picture of what it meant to “follow Chﬁst'”' at the turn of the
thirteenth century? S S - '

2. In what ways did Francis’ Rule differ from—-and in what ways was it similar to—the
nearly contemporary Testamentary Rule of Neophytos (abeve, p. 310)?

 [Source; Francis of Assisi: Early Documents, vol. 1: The Suint, ed. Regis J. Armstrong, T.A. Wayne Hellmann,

and William }. Short. {New York: New City Press, 1999, PP, 61-62, 12427 (notes modified).]

sther saint

1 Extreme Unction is the sacrament of anointing the sick and the dying,
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A Rule for Hermitages

Let those who wish to stay in hermitages in a re11g10us
way be three brothers or, at the most, four; let two of
these be “the mother” and have two “sons” or at least one,
Let the two who are “mothers” keep the life of Martha
and the fwo “sons” the life of Mary-and let one have one
englosure in which each one may have his cell in which
he may pray and sleep. ,

Andletthem always recite Compline of the day imme-
d1ate1y after sunset and strive to maintain silence, recite
their Hours, rise for Matins, and “Seek first the kingdom
of God and His justice.’® And let them recite Prime at the
proper hour and, after Terce, they may end their silence,
speak with and go to their mothers. And when it pleases
them, they can beg alms from them as poor little ones out
of love of the Lord God.* And afterwards let them recite
Sext, None and, at the:p'roper hour, Vespers, "

And they may not permit anyone t0 enter or eat in
the enclosure where they dwell: Let those brothers who
are the “mothers” strive to stay far from everyone and,
because of obedience to their minister, protect their
“sons” from everyone so that no one can speak with them.
And those “sons” may not talk with anyone except with

their * mothers and thh the minister and his custodian

when it pleases them to v151t w1th the Lord’s blessing.*
The “sons,” however, may penodlcally assume the role

of the * mothers takmg turns for a time as they have :

: preach in their parishes against their will. And I desire, to
_respect, love, and honor them and ali others as my lords
And I do not want to cons1der any sin in them beécanse

mutually decided.” Let them strive:to observe conscien-

And 1
tiously and eagerly everything mentioned above, Andla

ing cory
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The Testament - :
'The Lord gave me, Brother Francis, this to begin domg
penance in this way: for when I was insin; it seerned too
bitter for me tosee lepers.” And:the Lord Himselfled me
among them and “I showed mercy” to them.” And when
1left them, what had seemed bitter to me was turned into
sweetness of soul and body. And afterwards I delayed d
little and left the world,® co

And the Lord gave me such fa1th in churches that 1
would pray with simplicity in this way and say: “We adore
You, Lord Jesus Christ, in all Your churches throughout
the whole world, and we bless You because by Your haly
cross You have redeemed the world™ . - L

Afterwards the Lord gave me, and gives me still, such
faith in priests ‘who live accotding to the rite of the holy
Roman Church because of their orders that, were they
to persecute me, I would still want to- hidve reconrse to
them..And if I had as much wisdon as Solomon snd
found impoverished priests of this world, I would nof

I dlscern the Son of God in thern and they are my lord

' Mary and Martha are sisters in Luke 10138 42 Martha welcomes Tesus and hi d1sc1ples and busies herself with preparationsfor
her guests, but Mary sits at Jesug feet, listening to-him, Martha complams that Mary shotld help her; but Jesus responds that
Mary has choiien the better way. In Christian cominentartes on this passage, Mary stands for the contemplative life‘while Ma
stgnifies the active life; Both are needed: Thus the “mothers” and “sohs” at the hermitage take on these two roles, Francis’
of maternal imagery for the relafionship among the hermits stends from Isa. 49215 and 66:13, where. God’s love for mankmd is

likened fo the love s mother has fot her child.

? Matt. 6:33 These Hours constitute the {Divine} Oﬂice, to v.hlch Francxs frequenﬂy refers in the Testamer:t beluw
* The hermits, too, are to practice mendicancy, beggmg alms, But in the hermitage. they beg from their “mothers” who prosl
them with food and other essentials. The sons have no contact w1th the outside world but the mothers, though thev should sty
far from everyone” (as th Rule says in the next pa;g‘rh\h) must have been able to obtain the wherewithal of life from be

the hermitage enclosure,

* The “mm1ster" afd hrs custodsa were txtles for the provmclal admlmstrators of the Franmsean Order _ '
The periodic exchange of roles demonstrated the esseitial fratermty and equahty among the hernuts
“The Lord gave me” here and e!sewhere underhnes Francis’s mterpretatmn of hlS conversmn as obedlence and submlssmﬂ

w

LY

God’s will!

-

=

w

“holy” to describe the Cross.

The phrase “I showed mercy” his a tich biblical tradition, especially in the O1d Testament. For Praneis, it was partl
with penance: people show mercy to others {lepers, for example) as God shows mercy to the penitent.

Traditionally a person “left the world” by entering a monastery, But in Francis’s case it meant the beginning of his pa
version, the first step of which was the restordtion (by his own Hands) of the cluirch of San Damianio just outside
'The prayer is based on a traditional one, but Francis added “all your churches throughout the world” a8 wei[ as
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6,25

od Tract in‘this way because,in this world, I see noth-
corporally of the Most High Son of God except His
. obt holy Body and Blood which they receive and they
he administer to others.! T want to hdve these most
oly-mysteries honored and venerated-above all things
and ] want o reserve them in precious places. Wherevet
‘1find our Lord’s. most holy names and written words
anbecoming places, [ want to gather-themup and I
¢g that they be gathered up and placed in a becotning
" place. Afid we must honor all theologians and those who
ininister the most holy divine words and respect them as
' those who minister to us spirit and life. -~
. And after thée Lord gave me some brothers, no one
shiowed me what 1 had to do, but the Most High Himself
“ievealed to me that 1 should live'according to the pattefri
. of the Holy Gospel..And I had this written down simply
 and in-a few words and the Lord Pope confirfed it Tor
_ me. And those who came to receive life gave whatever

of the hoty they had to the poor and were content with dhe tunic,
were they - patched inside and out, with a cord and short trousets.
:course to ‘We desired nothing more. We clerical {brothers] said the

ymon angd
xould not
Fdesireto
s miy lords
1 because
oy lords,

" Office as other clerics did; the lay brothers said the Our
- Father; and we quite willingly femained in churches. And
we were simple and subjectto all> . F

And T worked with my hands, and I still desire to
~ work; and I earnestly desire all brothers to give them-

arations for
sponds that

- selves to honest work® Let those who do not know how
. to work learn, not from desire to receive wages, but for -
 example and to avoid idleness. And when we are not paid

THE TESTAMENT (1247<1221) "

for our worlg, let us have récourse to the table of the Lord,
begging alms from door to door. The Lord revealed a
greeting to me that we should say: “May the Lord give
you peace it s R R
~ Let the brothers be careful not to receive in any way
churches or poot dwellings or anything else built for
them untess they are according to the holy poverty we
have promised in the Rule,” “As pilgrims and strangers;’
let them always be guests there,®. - 1 oy 7o e
-1 strictly commarid ail the'b'rothefs’ through obedi-
ence, wheréver they may be; not to dare to ask any letter
from the Roman Curia, €ithet personally or through an
intermediary, whether for a.church or another place or
under the pretext of preaching of the persecution of their
bodies. But, wherever they hve'niot been received “let
them flee into another” icountry to do penance with the
blessing of God, 1. - S Lo Y
: And L firmly wish to obey the general minister of this
fraternity and the other guardian-whom it pleases him to
give me. And I s6 wish to be a captive in his hards that
I cannot go anywhere or do anything beyond obedience
and his will, for he is my master.
 And although I may be simple and infirm, 1 never-
#'theless want to hiave a cleric always 'wii;h-,.me who will
celebrate the Office for me as it is prescribed in the Rule.
Arid let all the brothers be bound to obey their guard-
ians and to recite the Office according to the Rule. And
if some might k"l_e}'ve. beeqif@qﬁdﬁh@_ ate not reciting the
" Office agtptdiﬂg to the Rule andwantto change it in

hilé Martha
'rancis’s use

mankind is heretics like Waido ffor whon seé above, p. 371)."

the provide
should “stay
om beyond

w

bmission to

-
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»ath of con-
* Assisi. % 1 Pet, 2011,
he adjective 7 Matt. 10:23

-

' This afirmation of the authority of the priests of the Rofan Chuzch, their exclusive right to celebrate the,Eu!charist, their right
to deny him permission to preach, even their right to perseciste him, all explicitly ai':ﬁrm Francis's orthodoxy i the context of

* The Qur Father is the prayer in Matt, 6:9-13. Compaze the habit of the friars to that of the thbirké ity Thie Beredictine Rule (above,
p. 20). The “clerical” friars chanted the traditional liturgical houss while the lay brothers said the Our Father over and over, When
“on the mave?” the frfars stayed and prayed at any neatby church, A BT R
“I wotked with my hands” is & reference to the fiodél of the apostles in Acts 20134, Francis and other éarl}; Franciscans worked
in léprosaria or did agricultural labor in exchange for bread. By the time Francis wrote the Testafnent, however, many of the
friars had substituted intellectual work for manual labor, and they depended on the othér brothers to maintain them, In the next
.- sentence, Francis seems to want even those “contemplative” friars, as well as those with greater resposisibilities, to learn how to
‘wotk with their hanids, probably to prevent the development of two separate classes of brothers. e i

By the time Frances wrote this Testament, he had drawn up several Rules. The one written in 1221 and sealed by the pope in 1223
. was no doubt the one référred to here, At this point the Festament ceasesto be aufebiographical and becomes, instead, a serfes
of admonitions to the friars. Here Francis reveals his fear that the very success ofhis order will jeopardize its ideals. Thus, he is
worried about gifts and (in the next sentence) prohibits the brothers from actively seeking churches or residences. i

The “guardian” was the superior of the community, much like the abbot of a monastery.
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some way, or who are not Catholics; let all the brothers,
wherever they may have found one of them, be bound
through obedience to bring him before the custodian of
that place nearest to where they found him. And let the
custodian be strictly bound through obedience to keep
him securely day and night asa'man in chains, so that he
cannot be taken from his hands unti! he can personally
deliver him into the hands of his minister." And let the
minister be bound through obedience to send him with
such brothers who would guard him as a prisoner until
they deliver him to the Lord of Ostia, who is the Lord, the
Protector, and the Corrector of this fraternity.

- And the brothers may not say: “This is another rule”
Because this is a remembrance, admonition, exhortation,
and my testament, which I, little brother Francis, make
for you, my blessed brothers, that wé might observe the
Rule we have promised in a more Catholic way. - -

And et the general minister and all the other min-
isters and custodiani be bound through obedience not

6.26 Religious feelmg turned Vlolent Chromcle of Trzer

" (1231). Original in Latin.

_ Begmnmg in the twelfth century, the monks of the monastery of St. Matthias, just outside
' Trier, began keepmg a Gesta or Chronicle of their city and its saints and religious institu- _
" tions, For the year 1231 they recorded the burning of heretlcé ‘throughout the whole of

Germany. . :

L Wha’t was the role of the Dominicans in the persecution of heretms? ,
2. What was the attifude of the monks of St ‘Matthias (the authors of this account) toward

these perseciutxons?

[Source Herestes of the Htgh M;ddle Ages, ed and trans,

York: Columbia Un1vers1ty Press, 1969), pp. 267-69 (notes modified).] .

In the year of our Lord 1231 began a persecution of here-
tics throughout the whole of Germany, and over a period -
of three years many were burned, The guiding genius of
this persecution was Master Conrad of Marburg;® his
agents were a certain Conrad, surnamed Tors, and John, -

- of the crusades, had built up a great following among the

to add to or take away from these words, And let them
always have this writing with them together with the
Rule..And in all the chapters which they hold, wheq
they read the Rule, let them also read these words, Ang

Istrictly command all my cleric and lay brothers, through

obedience, not to place any gloss upon the Rule or apor
these words saying: “They should be uriderstood in this
way. But as the Lord has given me to speak and write

the Rule and these words simply and ptirely, may yoy

understand them simply and without gloss and observe
them with a holy activity until the end:
And whoever observes these things, let him be bleSSed

in heaven with the blessing of the Most High Father, and:

-on earth with the blessing of His Beloved Son with thé
Most Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, arid all the powers of
heaven and with all the saints. And, as fat as I can, L,
little brother Francis, your servant, confirm for you; both
within and without, this most holy blessing, - - .

-

Waiter L Wakeﬂeld and Austm ) Evans (I\ew

ot

who had lost an eye and a hand. Both of these were said
to have been converted heretics It is this Master Conrad
who, renowned for active preaching, especially in behalf

people; who interfered in the visitation of clergy and nuns

! These harsh prescriptions against disobedient friars testifies to Francis's fears about splinter groups within and heretical influences
p p g P group:;

on the order,

* Conrad of Marburg (d.1233) was a papal inquisitor in Germany.

* Conrad Tors was a Dominican; John a layman. -
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d sought to constrain them to srict observance and
ontinence; 1 and who, supported by apostolic authority
4 endowed with firmness of purpose, became so bold

ords;. that he feared no one—not even a king or a bishop, who
5, the - rated no higher with him than a poor layman. Through-

legr PG at various cities the Preaching Friars [Dominicans]
wod iy th gopérated with him and with his afore- mentioned
and ¥ cutenants; so great was the zeal of all that from no one,
. May ven though merely under suspicion, would any excuse
d obsé . counterplea be accepted, no éxception of ‘testimony

be admitted, no opportunity for defense be afforded, nor

‘even a recess for delibération be allowed. Forthwith, he
ather; 32 must confess himself guilty and have his head shaved
1 with th -as a sign of penance, or deny his crime and be burned.
20Weis Furthermore, one who has thus been shaved must

s I can “make known his associates, otherwise he again risks the
enalty of death by burning. Whence it is thought that
ome‘innocénts have been burned, for many, because of
ove of carthly existence or out of affection for their heirs,
confessed themselves to have been what they were not
‘and, constrained to make accusation, brought charges
f which they were ignorant against those to whom they
.wished ill. Indeed, it was finally discovered that heretics
nstigated some of their number to permit themselves
.to be shaved in penance and thus to accuse Catholics
and the innocent. Of such three were taken at Mainz;
thereafter there was no one so puire of conscience as not
" to fear meeting a calamity of this sort. For no one dared, I
will not say to intercede for the accused, but even to make
the mildest observation in their behalf, for he would
' immediately be considered a defender of heretics. And,
indeed, in accordance with the decision pronounced by
the lord pope,’= he [Conrad] proceeded against defend-
ers and recetvers of heretics exactly as against heretics
themselves. Furthermore, if anyone had once abjured this
impiety and was reported to have relapsed, he was appre-
hended and without any reconsideration was burned.

Nor was the diocese of Ttier free from this infection.
For in the city of Trier itself three groups of heretics were
uncovered. There was burned a certain Leuchard, who
were said
1 Conrad
in behalf
mong the
and nuns

influences
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wis reputed to hiavé been of a most saintly life, but who
bewailed with dreadful laments the unjust banishment
from heayen of Lucifer, whom she wished again restored
to heaven. Nor was it surprising that such occurrences
happened in other cities, since in Rome itself, accord-
ing to a letter from the pope, not a few had been thus
infected. There were a large number in this sect. Many
of them were versed in the Holy Scriptures, which they
had in German translation, Some, indeed, performed a
second bapt1sm, some d1d not beheve in the sacrament
of the Lord's body; some held that the body of the Lord
could not be consecrated by evil priests; some said that
the body of the Lord could be consecrated with salver and
chalice ini any place whatsoever, equally well by a man
or a woman, whether ordained or not; some judged con-
firmation and extreme unction to be superfluous; some
scorned the supreme pontiff, the clergy, and the monas-
tic life; some denied the value of prayers of the Church
for the souls of the dead; some took their own mothers
in marriage, making amends for the consanguinity that
existed by the payment of eighteen pence; some kissed a
pallid man or even a cat, and performed still worse acts;
some, believing all days to.be the same, refused to keep
holidays or fasts, and thus worked on feast days and ate
meat on Good Friday. Let this suffice as a catalogue of
their errots; not that we have listed ‘them all but only
noted the most outstanding,

At that time the archbishop of Trier convened a synod
in which he publicly announced that the heretics in his
diocese had a bishop, to whom they had given his own
narne, Theodoric, and that others did the same elsewhere
after the bishops of other places; and he also announced
that they shared in common a pope, whom they called
Gregory after the bishop of the Church Universal, so that,
should they be questioned about the faith, they could
say that they had the same faith as did Pope Gregory
and bishop so-and-so (giving the name of the bishop),
narning our bishop and meaning theirs.

Three heretics were cited before this synod, of whom
two wete released and one burned.

' Le., self-control, discipline.
* Gregory IX (1227-1241).
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