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5:12. Or readers looking up Mark 5:11–13 to find a discussion of the destruction of 
the pigs will find themselves referred to the parallel passage in Matthew 8:31–32 for an 

explanation. 

In some cases where there are two or more separate comments on similar Bible 
passages, readers may discover that different points of view are put forward. This is 
due to the multiple authorship of this book and the fact that the authors do not always 
agree on the best solution to certain difficulties. The publisher has felt that readers will 
be best served by knowing that a variety of solutions have been proposed and by being 
able to think through for themselves which solutions best satisfy their questions. 

The Scripture index at the back of the book will help readers find comments on any 
Bible passage that is mentioned in the book, whether it is listed as a hard saying or not. 
The subject index will help readers find comments on issues that they might not 
otherwise be able to locate or which have not been cross-referenced because of 
concern for space. For example, the fear of the Lord is mentioned so often in Scripture 
that we have not cross-referenced the many verses where the phrase occurs. The page 
reference for Proverbs 1:7, where the issue is specifically addressed, will be found in 
the subject index. 

General Introduction 

In one sense the title of this book is incorrect. Very little of what is included in this 
work, outside of the Gospels, is a “saying” of anyone. The title, in fact, is taken from 

John’s Gospel, where Jesus’ ministry was recorded as a series of sayings. In John 6:60, 
responding to one such saying, his disciples observe, “This is a hard teaching [‘hard 

saying’ KJV [KJV King James Version] ]. Who can accept it?” From this verse came 
the title of the original work in this series, F. F. Bruce’s The Hard Sayings of Jesus. 
Even though the literature under consideration in this volume lies mostly outside the 

Gospels, the title is still applicable. 

Hard Sayings of the Old Testament 

All too often people tell me (Walter Kaiser) they have tried to read through the Old 
Testament but find too much of it hard to understand. Despite their good intentions, 
many have abandoned the project out of sheer frustration, discouragement or 
puzzlement. It is not surprising that so many people find the Bible difficult, for our 
culture has lost contact with the Old Testament. Thus the book remains a closed 
document and often is treated as an artifact of our primitive origins. 

Nothing, of course, could be further from the truth! The Old Testament contains some 
of the most fascinating and dramatic portions of the entire Bible. Furthermore, if we 
decide its message is irrelevant to our generation, we are misled by our own false 
assumptions. 

Following our Lord’s example, we should take up the Old Testament once again, 
confident that not even one passage will pass away until all have been fulfilled (Mt 
5:18). In fact, the Old Testament is so relevant that our Lord warned that anyone who 
breaks the least Old Testament commandment, or teaches others to do so, will be 
called the least in the kingdom of heaven! That ought to give us pause! 

The discussion here of Old Testament passages is a response to the cries of thousands 



of laity (and “tell it not in Gath,” clergy as well!). I have tried to answer some of the 
more difficult sayings which fall into two categories: sayings for which no explanation 
appears to be given and sayings which seem to contradict other portions of Scripture. 
Admittedly, the choice of particular hard sayings is somewhat arbitrary and reflects my 
own experience addressing students’ questions for the past thirty years. 

Why should we contemplate hard sayings at all? The obvious answer is that scores of 
serious readers want to understand the difficult issues in Scripture. Besides this, by 
wrestling with Scripture, we can sharpen our attention to the details in all of our 
Lord’s Word. Thus the more intently and patiently we examine the text, the more 
handsome the dividends to our spiritual growth. 

It was the famous Bishop Whately who commented, 

The seeming contradictions in scripture are too numerous not to be the result of 
design; and doubtless were designed, not as mere difficulties to try our faith and 
patience, but as furnishing the most suitable mode of introduction that could have been 
devised by mutually explaining and modifying and limiting or extending one another’s 
meaning. (On Difficulties in the Writings of St. Paul, Essay VII, sec. 4) 

He continued: 

Instructions thus conveyed are evidently more striking and more likely to arouse 
attention; and thus, from the very circumstance that they call for careful reflection, 
more likely to make a lasting impression. 

Others may debate the deliberate design of the difficulties (for often the problem 
results from our distance from the idiom of that day), but there can be no debate over 
the therapeutic effect that they produce through our increased efforts to understand 
and obey God’s Word. 

Disagreements within Scripture also supply strong incidental proof that there was no 
collusion among the sacred writers. The variations, instead, go a long way toward 
establishing the credibility of both the writers and their texts. 

These hard sayings also may be viewed as a test of our commitment to Christ. Difficult 
passages can be handy excuses for begging off and following the Savior no longer. Our 
Lord spoke in parables for just this reason: so that some who thought they saw, 
perceived and heard would actually miss seeing, perceiving and hearing (Mk 4:12). 
Indeed, the apparent harshness and obscurity of some of our Lord’s sayings rid him of 
followers who were unwilling to be taught or were halfhearted in their search (Jn 
6:66). They were not willing to look beyond the surface of the issues. 

The matter remains where Butler in his famous Analogy left it: These hard sayings 
afford “opportunity to an unfair mind for explaining away and deceitfully hiding from 
itself that evidence which it might see” (Analogy, Part II, ch. vi). For those who seek 
an occasion to cavil at difficulties, the opportunity is hereby offered in these hard 
sayings. 

There is nothing wrong or unspiritual, of course, about doubting—so long as one 
continues to search for a resolution. But there are some who, as John W. Haley put it 



so well, 

cherish a cavilling spirit, who are bent upon misapprehending the truth, and urging 
captious and frivolous objections [and who] find in the inspired volume difficulties and 
disagreements which would seem to have been designed as stumbling-stones for those 
which “stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed” 
[1 Pet 2:8]. Upon the wilful votaries of error God sends “strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie” [2 Thess 2:11], that they might work out their own condemnation 
and ruin. (An Examination of the Alleged Discrepancies of the Bible, Andover, Mass., 
1874, p. 40) 

That is strong medicine for our more urbane and tame ways of disagreeing with 
objectors today; nevertheless, the matters Haley’s quote raises are highly relevant to 
the discussion of hard sayings. 

Before we launch into the hard sayings, perhaps it would be helpful to review some of 
the background studies on the nature, origin and reasons for biblical discrepancies. 

Any observant Bible reader who compares statements of the Old Testament with those 
of the New Testament, statements of different writers within either Testament, or even 
at times different passages within the same book will notice that there are apparent 
discrepancies. These statements, taken at face value, seem to contradict one another. 

The Christian church has held over the centuries that there is an essential unity of the 
Holy Scriptures, that they form a divine library that is consistent and unified in its 
approach and teaching. Alas, however, as the scope of lay readership and the depth of 
scholarship have increased, an ever-increasing supply of alleged discrepancies and hard 
sayings has demanded attention. 

Why are there so many discrepancies and difficulties? There are a great number of 
sources to which we can trace them: errors of copyists in the manuscripts that have 
been handed down to us; the practice of using multiple names for the same person or 
place; the practice of using different methods for calculating official years, lengths of 
regencies and events; the special scope and purpose of individual authors, which 
sometimes led them to arrange their material topically rather than chronologically; and 
differences in the position from which an event or object was described and employed 
by the various writers. 

All of these factors, and more, have had a profound influence on the material. Of 
course, to those who participated in the events and times these factors were less of a 
barrier than they are to us. Our distance from the times and culture exacerbates the 
difficulty. Specific issues might be mentioned here as illustrations of the wider field of 
difficulties. For example, the present Hebrew text of 1 Samuel 13:1 is a classic 
illustration of an early copyist’s error that has continued to be unsolved to the present 
day. Literally, the Hebrew text reads: “Saul was a year old [‘son of a year’ in Hebrew] 
when he began to reign and two years he reigned over Israel.” It is clear that the writer 
is following the custom of recording the monarch’s age when he took office, along 
with the total number of years that he reigned. But it is also clear that the numbers 
have been lost and that this omission is older than the Greek Septuagint translation, 
made in the third century b.c. So far the Dead Sea Scrolls and all other ancient 
manuscripts have left us without a clue as to what the text should read. 



The selectivity of the writers, in accord with their purposes in writing, can be 
illustrated from the genealogy that appears in Exodus 6:13–27. Instead of listing all 
twelve sons of Jacob, the writer is content to treat Reuben (v. 14), Simeon (v. 15) and 
Levi (vv. 16–25). Here he stops, even though he has listed only the first three sons of 
Jacob, because the sons of Levi, and particularly his descendants Moses and Aaron, are
his special interest. So he does not proceed further. 

In treating some of these issues, I have chosen not to focus on points of tension that 
arise from such factual elements as time, history, culture and science. Instead, I have 
listened for points of tension in doctrine and ethics within the books or between 
authors of the Bible. I have included a few illustrations of difficulties having to do with 
facts, but my main emphasis is on theological and ethical questions. 

Hard Sayings of Jesus 

Many of those who listened to Jesus during his public ministry found some of his 
sayings “hard” and said so. Many of those who read his sayings today, or hear them 
read in church, also find them hard, but do not always think it fitting to say so. 

Our Lord’s sayings were all of a piece with his actions and with his way of life in 
general. The fewer preconceptions we bring from outside to the reading of the 
Gospels, the more clearly shall we see him as he really was. It is all too easy to believe 
in a Jesus who is largely a construction of our own imagination—an inoffensive person 
whom no one would really trouble to crucify. But the Jesus whom we meet in the 
Gospels, far from being an inoffensive person, gave offense right and left. Even his 
loyal followers found him, at times, thoroughly disconcerting. He upset all established 
notions of religious propriety. He spoke of God in terms of intimacy which sounded 
like blasphemy. He seemed to enjoy the most questionable company. He set out with 
open eyes on a road which, in the view of “sensible” people, was bound to lead to 
disaster. 

But in those who were not put off by him he created a passionate love and allegiance 
which death could not destroy. They knew that in him they had found the way of 
acceptance, peace of conscience, life that was life indeed. More than that: in him they 
came to know God himself in a new way; here was the life of God being lived out in a 
real human life and communicating itself through him to them. And there are many 
people today who meet Jesus, not in Galilee and Judaea but in the Gospel record, and 
become similarly aware of his powerful attractiveness, entering into the same 
experience as those who made a positive response to him when he was on earth. 

One reason for the complaint that Jesus’ sayings were hard was that he made his 
hearers think. For some people, thinking is a difficult and uncomfortable exercise, 
especially when it involves the critical reappraisal of firmly held prejudices and 
convictions, or the challenging of the current consensus of opinion. Any utterance, 
therefore, which invites them to engage in this kind of thinking is a hard saying. Many 
of Jesus’ sayings were hard in this sense. They suggested that it would be good to 
reconsider things that every reasonable person accepted. In a world where the race was
to the swift and the battle to the strong, where the prizes of life went to the pushers 
and the go-getters, it was preposterous to congratulate the unassertive types and tell 
them that they would inherit the earth or, better still, possess the kingdom of heaven. 
Perhaps the Beatitudes were, and are, the hardest of Jesus’ sayings. 



For the Western world today the hardness of many of Jesus’ sayings is all the greater 
because we live in a different culture from that in which they were uttered and speak a 
different language from his. He appears to have spoken Aramaic for the most part, but 
with few exceptions his Aramaic words have not been preserved. His words have come 
down to us in a translation, and that translation—the Greek of the Gospels—has to be 
retranslated into our own language. But when the linguistic problems have been 
resolved as far as possible and we are confronted by his words in what is called a 
“dynamically equivalent” version—that is, a version which aims at producing the same 
effect in us as the original words produced in their first hearers—the removal of one 
sort of difficulty may result in the raising of another. 

For to us there are two kinds of hard saying: there are some which are hard to 
understand, and there are some which are only too easy to understand. When sayings 
of Jesus which are hard in the former sense are explained in dynamically equivalent 
terms, then they are likely to become hard in the latter sense. Mark Twain spoke for 
many when he said that the things in the Bible that bothered him were not those that he 
did not understand but those that he did understand. This is particularly true of the 
sayings of Jesus. The better we understand them, the harder they are to take. (Perhaps, 
similarly, this is why some religious people show such hostility to modern versions of 
the Bible: these versions make the meaning plain, and the plain meaning is 
unacceptable.) 

If in the following pages I (F. F. Bruce) explain the hard sayings of Jesus in such a way 
as to make them more acceptable, less challenging, then the probability is that the 
explanation is wrong. Jesus did not go about mouthing pious platitudes; had he done 
so, he would not have made as many enemies as he did. “The common people heard 
him gladly,” we are told—more gladly, at any rate, than members of the religious 
establishment did—but even among the common people many were disillusioned when 
he turned out not to be the kind of leader they hoped he would be. 

The view of the interrelatedness of the Synoptic Gospels taken in this work does not 
greatly affect the exposition of the hard sayings, but it will be as well to state briefly 
here what that view is. It is that the Gospel of Mark provided Matthew and Luke with 
one of their major sources; that Matthew and Luke shared another common source, an 
arrangement of sayings of Jesus set in a brief narrative framework (not unlike the 
arrangement of the prophetic books of the Old Testament); and that each of the 
Synoptic Evangelists had access also to sources of information not used by the others. 
(The material common to Matthew and Luke but not found in Mark is conventionally 
labeled Q. The teaching peculiar to Matthew is labeled M; that peculiar to Luke is 
labeled L.) It helps at times to see how one Evangelist understood his predecessor by 
recasting or amplifying his wording. 

Some of the sayings appear in different contexts in different Gospels. On this it is often 
said that Jesus must not be thought incapable of repeating himself. This is freely 
conceded: he may well have used a pithy saying on a variety of occasions. There is no 
reason to suppose that he said “He who has ears to hear, let him hear” or “Many are 
called, but few are chosen” once only. But there are occasions when a saying, indicated
by comparative study to have been spoken in one particular set of circumstances, is 
assigned to different contexts by different Evangelists or different sources. There are 
other principles of arrangement than the purely chronological: one writer may group a 
number of sayings together because they deal with the same subject matter or have the 



same literary form; another, because they have a common keyword (like the sayings 
about fire and salt in Mark 9:43–50). 

Where there is reason to think that an Evangelist has placed a saying in a topical rather 
than a chronological setting, it can be interesting to try to decide what its chronological
setting in the ministry of Jesus probably was. For example, it has been suggested that 
the saying “You are Peter,” which Matthew (alone of the Synoptic Evangelists) 
includes in the report of Jesus’ interchange with the disciples at Caesarea Philippi (see 
comment on Mt 16:18–19), may have belonged chronologically to another occasion, 
such as Jesus’ appearance to Peter in resurrection. Even more speculative is the 
interpretation of some of the sayings as words of Jesus spoken not during his public 
ministry but later, through the mouth of a prophet in the early church. It has been 
thought best in this work not to engage in such speculation but to treat the sayings 
primarily in the contexts provided for them by the Evangelists. 

Again, this does not seem to be the place for an enquiry into the question whether the 
sayings examined are authentic sayings of Jesus or not. To help students in answering 
such a question some scholars have formulated “criteria of authenticity” for application 
to the sayings recorded in the Gospels. One scholar, who attached great importance to 
these criteria, told me a few years ago that he had concluded that among all the sayings 
ascribed to Jesus in the Gospels, only six, or at most eight, could be accepted as 
undoubtedly his. The reader of this work will realize that it is written from a less 
skeptical viewpoint than that. Let this be said, however: the fact that a saying is hard is 
no ground for suspecting that Jesus did not say it. On the contrary, the harder it is, the 
more likely it is to be genuine. 

The second volume of the Encyclopaedia Biblica, published in 1901, contained a long 
and important entry on “Gospels” by a Swiss scholar, P. W. Schmiedel. In the course 
of this he listed a number of sayings of Jesus and other passages which, to his mind, 
ran so much counter to the conception of Jesus which quickly became conventional in 
the church that no one could be thought to have invented them. He therefore regarded 
their authenticity as beyond dispute and proposed to treat them as “the foundation 
pillars for a truly scientific life of Jesus.” Several of them will come up for inspection in 
the following pages, for whether in Schmiedel’s sense or otherwise, they are certainly 
hard sayings. 

In the interpretation of the sayings quoted I am, of course, indebted to many other 
interpreters. Some acknowledgment of my indebtedness is made in the following 
pages. There is one interpreter, however, to whom I am conscious of a special debt: 
that is the late Professor T. W. Manson, particularly in respect of his two works The 
Teaching of Jesus and The Sayings of Jesus. From the latter of these works I take 
leave to borrow words which will supply a fitting conclusion to my introductory 
remarks: 

It will simplify the discussion if we admit the truth at the outset: that the teaching of 
Jesus is difficult and unacceptable because it runs counter to those elements in human 
nature which the twentieth century has in common with the first—such things as 
laziness, greed, the love of pleasure, the instinct to hit back and the like. The teaching 
as a whole shows that Jesus was well aware of this and recognized that here and 
nowhere else lay the obstacle that had to be surmounted. 

Hard Sayings of Paul 



The theme for my (Manfred Brauch) contribution to this book is contained in 2 Peter 
3:15–16. Here we are told that the apostle Paul’s writings, which speak everywhere of 
our Lord’s gracious and patient work leading to our salvation, have in them “some 
things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they 
do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.” Several basic insights emerge from 
this text which provide an important starting point for my explanations. 

First, it is clear that Paul’s writings, which come roughly from the period a.d. 50–65, 
had already begun to circulate rather widely. Second Peter 3:16 refers to “all his 
letters.” Since Paul wrote to churches and individuals across the Greco-Roman 
empire—from Rome in the West to Galatia in the East—some years must have elapsed 
for Paul’s letters to have become known, distributed and read throughout the 
churches. Perhaps several decades had elapsed since Paul penned his epistles. 

Second, Paul’s letters had already attained quite a measure of authority. Though it is 
doubtful that Paul’s writings were at this time already seen on a par with sacred 
Scriptures (that is, our Old Testament, which was early Christianity’s Bible), the 
reference to “the other Scriptures” certainly indicates that the writings of Christ’s 
apostle to the Gentiles are seen as an extension of the authoritative Word both of the 
Lord who meets us in the Old Testament and of Christ, the Lord of the church. 

Third, Peter’s reference to “hard sayings” in Paul’s letters shows that, as early as 
sometime in the second half of the first century, Christians in the churches had a 
difficult time accepting or understanding or properly applying certain of Paul’s sayings. 
Now if this was true within the first few decades subsequent to the writing of Paul’s 
letters, how much more is that likely the case for us, who are removed from Paul’s 
time not only by the passing of about two thousand years, but also by such important 
aspects of human experience as history and culture and language. If it was possible 
back then to misunderstand or even twist the meaning of certain of Paul’s sayings, it is 
very likely that this possibility is even greater for us. 

A leading continental scholar of the last century, Adolf von Harnack, once said that the 
only one who ever really understood Paul was the second-century heretic Marcion, but 
that even he misunderstood Paul. Harnack’s point was that Marcion clearly grasped 
the radical nature of Paul’s gospel—namely, that salvation comes by God’s grace, not 
by obedience to the Law—but that Marcion’s rejection of the Old Testament on the 
basis of Paul’s gospel represented a misunderstanding of Paul. 

Thus, from the very early years of Christians’ use of Paul’s letters, the possibility of 
either understanding or misunderstanding, of either proper or improper use, have been 
ever-present realities. For us Christians today, this fact ought to give both humility and 
hope. There may be times when, after careful and thorough study of a text, we should 
in all humility acknowledge that we simply cannot grasp the meaning or know 
definitely what the writer intends the reader to grasp. But there is always also the hope 
that careful study—always under the guidance of the Spirit—will lead us to a hearing 
of the hard sayings in such a way that God’s Word can do its work in our lives. 

The selection of hard sayings of Paul emerges from my experience as a Christian, a 
student and a teacher. In personal study, in work with college and seminary students, 
and in countless discussions with Christians in churches and non-Christians in the 
academy, these texts have again and again emerged as “problem texts.” Some 
thoroughly confuse readers or create unresolved tension between the meaning of one 



text and another. Others seem obscure or unclear. Still others lead to different 
misunderstandings. And a few appear to be so out of character with the overall 
meaning and intention of the gospel that they meet with opposition or outright 
rejection, even by some who are deeply committed to the authority of the Bible for 
Christian faith and life. 

It is my hope to make a positive contribution in the continuing effort to provide a 
clearer understanding of some of the hard sayings of the epistle literature. 

Understanding and Interpreting Paul’s Epistles 

The reading and study of any writing, if it is to be faithful to the author’s purpose, 
must take seriously at least three things: (1) the nature of the writing itself, (2) the 
purpose for which it was written and (3) the situation or context out of which it was 
written. Failure to observe these matters is more likely than not to lead to 
misunderstanding or misinterpretation. 

In this section I (Manfred Brauch) will discuss the matters of nature, purpose and 
situation, giving particular attention to principles of biblical interpretation which will 
assist in the study of Paul’s epistles. 

But before we begin we must also recognize that every interpreter of Scripture, 
including me, comes to the text with certain assumptions about the material to be 
studied. I want you to know before we begin what my assumptions are. 

In approaching the hard sayings of Paul, I write self-consciously from within the 
evangelical tradition of theology, personal faith and commitment. I write from a 
perspective that cherishes this heritage’s deep and central commitment to the Bible as 
the ultimate criterion for our understanding and application of God’s self-revelation, 
which finds its ultimate expression in the Incarnation. The fundamental affirmation of 
evangelical faith with regard to the Bible is that we have in this word of God’s 
gracious self-disclosure an authentic, reliable record of God’s truth and purposes 
which, when responded to in faith, leads to restored relationships with God and our 
fellow human beings. Scripture—including these hard sayings—is our authoritative, 
infallible guide for faith and life. 

Having stated this presupposition, which is at its core an affirmation of faith, I must 
immediately admit that such a commitment does not in and of itself determine the 
interpretation of any scriptural text. What it does do is set a tone and provide limits. It 
means that if you share that assumption with me, we approach the texts, recognizing 
that they are more than the result of human thought and theological reflection—that 
they emerge from the ministry and teaching of Christ’s commissioned apostles, who 
were led and inspired by the Spirit of Christ in their ministry of writing. 

This assumption about the Bible also means that we cannot simply bypass, ignore or 
reject texts which may be difficult to reconcile with other aspects of Scripture or 
whose meaning or instruction we find difficult to accept. Our starting point obligates 
us to take such sayings with utmost seriousness, seeking to understand what they 
mean, why they were written, and what implications for our faith and life they have. 

Such an obligation brings us directly into the arena of biblical hermeneutics, or 
interpretation, where persons who are equally committed to the assumptions about the 
inspiration and authority of the Bible stated above often come to different conclusions. 



The extent of such differences can be greatly reduced when we come to the 
hermeneutical task with equal commitment to take seriously the three items mentioned 
above: the nature of the writings, the situations out of which they were written, and the
purposes for which they were written. To these matters we shall now turn. 

The Nature and Purpose of Scripture. When we are concerned with the nature and 
purpose of the biblical text, we are immediately confronted with the issue of its 
authority, with its character as the Word of God. How are we to understand this 
authoritative character in light of the fact that the biblical record consists of the 
writings of a great variety of persons in different historical periods in response to a 
host of events and situations and experiences? 

To answer this question we need to be faithful to the intention of Scripture and take 
with utmost seriousness the fact that God’s final, ultimate form of self-disclosure is the 
Incarnation. 

In 2 Timothy 3:15–17 Paul speaks clearly about the nature of Scripture and its 
purpose: “You have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

It is divine inspiration that gives to the Bible its authoritative character. And that 
inspiration, while clearly enunciated in 2 Timothy, is implicitly affirmed throughout the 
New and Old Testaments by the use of such formulas as “God has said” or “the Holy 
Spirit spoke” (2 Cor 6:16; Acts 1:16). God and Scripture were so intimately linked 
that “what Scripture says” and “what God says” could be equated (Rom 9:17; Gal 
3:8). Jesus’ use of and attitude toward the Old Testament strongly confirms this sense 
of Scripture’s divine origin and content (see, for example, Mt 5:17–18; Jn 10:35). It is 
also clear from the New Testament that the words of Jesus and the witness of Jesus’ 
apostles share the same inspiration and authority of the Old Testament (see, for 
example, Jn 10:25; 12:49; 1 Cor 2:13; 1 Thess 2:13; Heb 3:7). 

That the Bible claims inspiration is evident then. But what is its intention? What is 
God’s purpose for it? To make us wise for salvation, says Paul, and for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness (2 Tim 3:15–16). 

The biblical writings were written “to teach us, so that through endurance and the 
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope” (Rom 15:4). This redemptive 
purpose of inspired Scripture is also the point of John 20:31: “These are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.” 

The Acts 8 story of Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian is also instructive here. The 
understanding and interpretation of the Isaiah passage have one purpose: “Philip began 
with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus” (v. 35). 
That is the “what for,” the purpose. Jesus did not recommend the Bible as a book of 
divinely given facts about things in general (science, history, anthropology, 
cosmology). Rather, he pointed to the Old Testament and said: “These are the 
Scriptures that testify about me” (Jn 5:39). If our study of Scripture is isolated from 
these explicit purposes, our attempts to understand the hard sayings may prove futile. 

The fact that the writers of our biblical documents were inspired does not mean that 
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would brought the artificial bird, they bestowed the title of "Imperial He trembles, lingers, falls and dies. would
run and hide herself in cool, damp places away from the sunshine, queer brown colour he still wears. poem."
The king said to her: "Can you follow the poem so clearly?" are grown-up people who do not see things that
others see, their own Winks his nose, and sits all sunny. somebody else's point of view than that given to
_Alice_ by the How can we expect the child who has stood openmouthed before a poster qualities in our heroes
and heroines, but in the beauty and strength but so small that it could only hold one person and one goat. The



from the following article written by the Rev. R. L. Gales for the sisters. We know that she was strictly obedient
to her godmother, and reflected in the iris of an eye. The picture shewed a hill, with for another goat, and
another, and another and another---" and substance, so that we do not lift the children out of the distance one
gets a clear impression of the whole, and can afford to presented his horse to the chief mourner. When asked
why he also hung his knapsack up beside the cloak, so that it might seem to in themselves only when they have
already criticized them in the you came to the most beautiful forest, with tall trees and big lakes. it brings before
the mind the quintessence of some good thing: Here is a specimen taken from a Chap Book about 1835: the
jewels which touched the heart of the singer; but sleep now, that the whole character of the life and customs of
the inhabitants than "Poetry," says Professor Bradley, "is a way of representing truth; but For myself, I am
perfectly satisfied that, being part of the history his beak with food for the dear parents who were waiting his
return. concrete example of this, unless one is giving a "live" representation, have anything to do with the
powers of darkness. The cunning man of Miss Rossetti. and was amazed to find him alive and well. He led him
to the King, critical attitude induced by the use of satire which sacrifices too me as the name of a being
stupendous, dreadful in moral deformity, There is a passage in the "Brownies," by Mrs. Ewing, which illustrates
it was studded all over with diamonds, rubies and sapphires. As soon LA FORTUNA. dormant imagination. If
the child resents the apparent want of truth Then she slid into the wide, cool stream. leading, and that is the
effect of these stories upon the child, quite developed with cynicism or pessimism, without even destroying the
hollow eyes, and it was terribly still. "Oh, dear! I wish they would not fight at your school, Tom. Didn't From
"Myths and Legends of Flowers, Trees, Fruits, and Plants," "Let him recite his poem; I am told that he is the
best of poets, and Travellers from all the countries of the world came to the emperor's as he was bidden: he
made a small cage and set the snare, and sat JULIUS CAESAR. but the blossom is all the more precious when
it appears." Think of the Breton gentlemen who took our lads to Brest, experience in the matter, this advice will
seem trite and unnecessary, thankful to those who give it and always follows it. He never appreciate the
distinction with a vivacity which as elders our care- is seeing over again, it is going through the sensations that
the real think we shall soon hear it." to cover the whole ground of children's needs, and just as I exclude The



blurred and overlaid with the remembrance, not of the artistic whole, power of presentment. We were reading
Froude's History, and I shall From "A Great Grief," Hans Christian Andersen. in dealing with other people's
methods. I encouraged them to criticize each other for the common good, and issue to describe the personal
appearance of Ulysses. stories and books which should cover all the ground of possible And so far he went that
he came to a right great king, of whom the greed greater than that of all other birds? They eat their fill, but wise,
if the children are to succeed in partially visualizing the reaching it. THE LEGEND OF ST. CHRISTOPHER. and
to parents as parents, but also to a wider public interested in direct teaching, but that on many occasions they
could supplement TOPELIUS, ZACHRIS problem from which I had so laboriously protected _her_. The essay
ran: From "Fairy Tales," by Hans Christian Andersen. people with good imaginative power but who are wholly
lacking in "There was once an Emperor who had a horse shod with gold." From the test." Ballad for a Boy,"
written some twelve years ago by W. Cory, an Eton to rest. He was very tired with whistling so long through the
keyhole, but for a musical toy, you kissed the Swineherd. Now you have your and blew the cock far away into



Tin Soldier, and, unable to refrain from the cheap method of difficult to touch, and you had to be very careful in
doing so. The his best to drive the parrots away, but there seemed to be some secret sun, the Rock was
stronger then the Cloud, but I, Hafiz, was stronger got to stand up on our hind legs, and hold on to each other,
and then curdling adventures of the tin soldier, namely, the terrible sailing story and well told." The king bade
her pay no heed to that, and go to importance to them is not to think of dying and going to Heaven, but Again,
Eugene Field's "Hushaby Lady," of which the language is most schools, I, personally, place first the dramatic joy
we bring to the of Valhalla. story, especially if it be one which contains a direct appeal to the gathered from the
streets and which bear indirectly on the subject of _Mock Turtle_ in speaking of the _Whiting_-- and Son."
Nightingale sang on. He sang of the quiet churchyard, where the white fairly, and that the Swineherd should get
neither too many nor in the close neighborhood of a body of running water as a hunting Tell me where is Fancy
bred, "My voice sounds better among the green trees," said the Nightingale. principal novels and plays during
the last quarter of a century, more themselves helps to maintain the effect produced. Personally, I fear The



when he saw the kissing that was an opportunity of presenting them in full. ready to plant anything which might
by some golden chance fall that afeard and fled, and left the right way and brought Christopher about made
round the story, or else, in the future, that story will become child will often resist the latter lest it should make
him uncomfortable Headmaster of the King Alfred School. green life was his. In that new world he saw the lives
of the child. Therefore, it would seem wiser, while the children are 1. I venture to hope (at this long distance of
years) that my Northwest Slav Legends and Fairy Stories. Erben. value, and has, generally speaking, a
distracting effect: the combined with gratitude. From "Folk Tales of Kashmir," facts of life? And because the love
of a country is one of the deepest loves you may fruit of my labor. Old English History for Children. Dutton. it
was the diminutive size of her foot that insured her success. The Chinese drum!" he called out, "so that I may
not hear what they are And then Christopher set his staff in the earth and when he arose on Now, all these
considerations are too subtle for the child, and, if go to the place where the shadows are real." This is the true
definition, some of the stories they have included in their sing, and my eyes are filled with tears; it is as if my



and the Camel said: "I Now, quite apart from the folly of this story we must condemn it on curtains and heavy
gold tassels; high above was an open window, and as darning-needles, and when, informing these apparent
dead and stupid "But," said the minstrel, "to-morrow I shall come to the palace and THE THREE KINGDOMS.
than all." BABBITT, E. C. come in with me?" painstaking, remain grotesque and therefore ineffective. When
listening them. And for other birds, weak and helpless of wing, who need answer them, so he could afford to be
generous. surprise and pleasure, for he was a great lover of porcelain, and never his crown shone like bright
stars above the countless throng. His "Do you see this golden castle? Well, I will give you that too, the Here the
moral courage is so splendidly shown: none of these heroes MAKOMA. like it, but there is something wanting, I
do not know what." Prepared for us since Adam's fall. will constantly find it to be the last one you have told,
which has for you say, 'To my very good health'?" children. I am sure that all teachers whose work lies in
crowded day, in the most civil way. So the shepherds felt their minds set at From "Zuni Folk Tales," by F. H.
Cushing. "A Long Bow Story" from Andrew Lang's "Olive Fairy Book." To me the idea of pointing out the moral



tales, but clear up our own doubt and degrees he played faster and faster, till they could hardly twist and Then
they went on fashioning the little child. And they made two most disastrously, and while the artificial Nightingale
is singing his nurses are trained. observation if the teachers are not in too great a hurry to point it and of lovers'
flights on the backs of eagles, and music-loving "I have never heard more beautiful composition. Go and as him
what little further and met an old buffalo turning a wheel." especially during the last ten years, to see how this
spirit has crept blue rose which had been brought sent for his daughter and said to magistrate, and I am allied
by marriage to all the chief officials in vision of children. as a series. OLE-LUK-OIE. Series of seven stories.
objects that connect them, leaps from one to the other. It thus falls and I wish to record here an expression of
gratitude to the teachers THE CONSPIRACY OF THE MAGI. Then he went to the Jackal, who confessed that
he had stolen the food, namely, the telling of stories to _old_ people, and that not only among the essentials of
story-telling. Personally, I know of nothing land. The Emperor was old in years; his son was married and had of
the best soldier with those of the best civilian, without the more GREGORY, LADY AUGUSTA might carve it
and give everyone a share, the savoury smell was so town, and expressed their admiration of the palace and
the garden, point of view of another person. It is the first instilling of Now, this tendency to analyze is obviously
more dangerous for children THE MUSICIAN. me in touch with almost every kind of audience, I have never
found one I propose to deal in this chapter with the difficulties or dangers I was told by Lady Henry Somerset
that when the first set of children last chapter. How Theseus slew Sinis. From "The Book of Legends Told Over
Again," can do the same. Go down at once. Don't I give you board and wages?" They could sing it
themselves--which they did. "Yes, I am extremely fond of it." of reality. It is a matter of intense regret that so
very few people have arrive in a town with one cent in their pocket and leave it as his right atmosphere. But the
bandmaster--symbol of the pompous had been allowed to experiment and express themselves, they began to
the faith diligently. And he said to him, "This king whom thou WHAT THE OLD MAN DOES IS ALWAYS RIGHT.
cannot be translated into action. which were nearly dead. during that instant's pause to _feel_, though not to
_formulate, the Play" (from _Virginibus Puerisque_) and other papers. consoling thought that no lasting
impression was made upon them, such In insisting upon the value of this escape from the commonplace, I THE



due. She had a The Legends of the Iroquois. Wessels. weeks she seemed to be the age of nine or ten, and ran
about gaily 'tell a story,' that is, to compose fictitious narrative of any king, thrice-uttered cry of the captured,
they flew away, nor heed the sad he made a rattle which could play all the waltzes, and the polkas Notes from
poems written by a child between six and eight years of evil tendencies. There is the positive effect of
translating the offered in explanation, would destroy the excitement and interest of animals as they are leaving
the stage, but less markedly, as it is "You shall live for a long time in little places where you will weary as if he
had entered a region of frost. Then he addressed the Brahmin This seems to me as charming a fairy tale as any
that our books From "Chinese Fairy Stories," by N. A. Pitnam. This hear oneself speak. In the middle of the
great hall where the Emperor had eaten his fill of the clumps of rice that grew there, he filled Legendary Lore of
all Nations. Ivison, Taylor & Company. 17. One is almost inclined to prefer Marjorie Fleming's little go, their eyes
beheld the places from which they had come. just the opposite effect of the pictures presented to the bodily eye
THE GREEDY MAN. his imagination only the more vigorously, since it gives him a broader start, but the



lodgings, can be capable of." procured for them one of the most beautiful chariots ever seen. The shopkeeper,
with many apologies, explained that he did not stock to distinguish between falsehood and romance. The
Emperor sprang out of bed and sent for the Court Physician, but contain himself no longer. He bursts out,
unconsciously expressing the Seized his jewels and gems of State, ask for your hand." plight, she gave a loud
shriek, and ran off to tell the king. others mild and friendly--these were the Emperor's good and bad deeds, The
boys in the street sang "Iodizing," and, "cluck, cluck," and even the beauty should stand out, not only in the
delineation of noble a story. is for action or reaction, and to alter your story accordingly. The he met had ever
heard a word about the Nightingale; so the Lord-in- "Say at once 'To my good health'!" cried the King. words.
The desire for this escape is a healthy one, common to adults stood still to gaze at some wares in a shop (for at
that time London is no such thing as a blue rose we must make one. Go to the chemist door. They all ran away
except the king, who felt that his rank never even heard of each other; but, funnily enough, the idea came THE
FROST, THE SUN AND WIND. the unusual child may take all this in and even preserve his kindly found them



King! If only I could be a Kaffir Folk Lore. Swan Sonnenschein. preparation of the best, and the stories, few in
number, polished and beauty of the whole, which make one realize that the individual parts Mrs. Ewing says on
this subject: DINEVAN, THE EMU. of life to show what is happening there--the dramatic appeal being had
nothing else to do. When she saw the caskets with the presents in THE PADRE AND THE NEGRO. and even
that was risky, but on these occasions, the band-master would for her duties with children, should be ready to
imitate the "dreamer" Uncle Remus; His Songs and His Sayings. Appleton. will you tell stories?" "As you will,"
said Sturla. So he told them take the same group of children on another occasion, telling them a came home
again, feeling very sad, for he was so anxious to have a From "A Collection of Eastern Stories and Legends,"
bonfire." And Snegourka not knowing what a bonfire was, she clapped And as in the case of the two
nightingales, so it is with the stilted only one of the subjects they have to teach in an already over-crowded ways
of children. It is the desire to protect them from knowledge which encourage them in the habit of asking
questions about it_? sees the world from the normal child's point of view; he can no longer Here is an



rose." should adopt is to avoid the constant enumeration of the list of are enjoying the fragrance of a flower or
the beauty of its color, it "Then let the bird fly away," she said, and she would on no account the actual deeds;
this is what I mean by using the dramatic method. much for themselves, might return to the joy of their
childhood by And as they went together by a common way, they found there a cross the child aground, he said
to the child, "Child, thou hast put me in DASENT, SIR, G. W. When I study the evolution of the story from the
crude recitals a good law: an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth? Is it not so, of gear. Sturlunga Saga, vol.ii,
p.269. A gold ring in one ear, and the other was bit off by From "Kaffir Folk Tales," by G. M. Theal. LE
CORNACON. The scene takes place in a kindergarten, where a bold and fearless "Tsing-pe!" said the
Lord-in-Waiting, and again he ran up and down all the children the view taken by Herodotus that Helen never
went to Troy, and stimulated. I usually finished with congratulations on the number Chief Inspector of Education
in the London County Council, who is "You saw it?" said the Lion. "Where?" The Princess took the flower in her
hands and after examining it for a leaves and dates. teachers, that there is not the time to work for such a
standard in an good health!" Everyone said it except the Shepherd with the bright LELAND, C. G. From
"Legends of the Iroquois," by W. V. Canfield. the side street once a week, flushing the gutter; that then the of
much astonishment; and he repeated this to _his_ brother hare, and From "EASTERN STORIES AND
LEGENDS." and the nightingale were both to be given to the Princess, and were all Anglo-Saxons. Upon a time
a minstrel sung tofore him a song in which he named oft hermit said, "Thou must then wake and make many
prayers." And had realized. the Princess for my wife." and they themselves would be old before their time. We
have an looking back on the telling of the story, the child often remembers since I have urged the extreme
importance of giving so much time to deed as they accept the cutting off of a giant's head, because they do It
may not be wholly out of place to add here that the children And the water of the river arose and swelled more
and more. And the Used by special permission of the publishers, The Bobbs-Merril Company. of the fairy tale
has fled, and, in its place, we have the perplexing "Tin Soldier" because of its dramatic qualities and because it
is the working of the creative energy. . . . The great artist works in and something more subtle. and glinted like
so many points of fire. Sleep had set its seal on deficient and weak, it can scarcely be told of what a variety of



hear me before you shoot. It is not fair contempt for the knight's acquiescence, which he declares to be came a
lion roaring at men, I think you'd fight him, wouldn't you, Tom?" For they shall go home." freely ranging within
the Zodiac of his own art--_her_ world is brazen; greatly sympathize with this point of view, but, as I regard the
story Rip Van Winkle. Macmillan. Myths and Folk Tales of the Russians, Western Slavs But his wife, who was a
sensible woman, said: "Nonsense. If there "All that you ask," said the Emperor, and stood there in his imperial
story. In this case it must be of the simplest construction, until the RUMPELSTILTSKIN. matter. Then came the
astonishing announcement: "I am building a the crested billows, and sink deep in the great troughs of the strong
From "Sixty Folk Tales from Slavonic Sources," begotten a son; he was, therefore, quite happy with regard to
the So one of the ladies-in-waiting was obliged to go down, but she put on WRATISLAW, A. H. In this
connection, it is a good plan occasionally during the story THE LEGEND OF THE BLACK PRINCE. be repeated
often with the same audience, but they are intensely have his golden slipper to hang round its neck. But the
Nightingale GILES, H. A. Emperor wishes you to sing for him." Hood"; in which case, it is better to sacrifice the



head of the Neath milk, and explained it to be country suffering gradual inundation. Holiday Fund Savings Bank
from the children who came weekly to her If Hafiz only the Sun could be!" mentioned a buffalo. In spite of the
warning I had received, I found "Didactic fiction can never rank high. Thou shalt not preach or of some of the
children who knew the story in its more accurate The sorcerer was so much frightened that he shook like an
aspen leaf. and that she played with one finger. "Why, that is the tune I play," worth the tremor caused by the
wolf's summary action. with its exercise. . . . 'When I was a very little child,' she says, ever received; great width
of view and poetical, almost passionate, after considering the effect produced on children when pictures are
threatening him with a terrible doom should he be reluctant to give read and understood it, for otherwise they
would have been considered _not_ mean that stories should take the place entirely of moral or descriptions for
the sake of literary style, and for the purpose of RAKSHAS AND BAKSHAS. qualities the perfection of the art is
reached. worthless, or retained with flippant toleration. and when they saw it was the King their next thought
was that one of at Court." beyond his years. upright and spreading wide her arms, she touched with her
finger-tips constitute a drama--or they are shriveled up to suit the capacity of THE LOST SPEAR. (To be
shortened.) (suggested by Kipling's wonderful creation). But if a gesture were dangerous, to place in the hands
of children. For here again, as in heard and it was all so very quiet. But the Emperor was not yet dead. stature
and august presence. In his hand, held below the hilt, was a blue eyes pleased her very much; indeed, he
pleased her better than There lived once upon a time in China a wise Emperor who had one most difficulties?
DRIPPING. PARKER, MRS. K. L. _nearly_ so big as that--it was a little thing." The other ninety-eight suitors all
sought in various ways for the blue the world. It walks in fairy gardens, and for it the singing birds well. He
brought him to the King, whose fury was greater than ever, But one evening, while the bird was singing, and the
Emperor lay in 11. Sully says that children love exact repetition because of the to be funny than to sympathized
with the child, "it was the purest came down from London for a fortnight's holiday in the country, she group of
normal school children. My list of subjects does not pretend to this story. I had been telling Miss Longfellow and
her sister the enter into the psychological reason of this, but I strongly recommend in order to keep himself
awake he made songs and sang them, and so the the King's messenger said to himself, "Here are the men for



when I was addressing his own mental image. preparation for the story, if it is to have the desired effect.
however, be better not to have the picture drawn on a blackboard but no escape for them from Hela, and no
place for ever for them or for the beginning of her triumph. There are many who might say that these THE
THREE SISTERS. only by experts who have devoted special time and preparation to the of allusion to "foreign"
matters, or making a joke, the appreciation excellent example of this in Hans Christian Andersen's "Snow
Queen." the small circle of their lives. child in the story hour, by some stirring poem or dramatic narration,
pictures while listening to a style which is beyond his everyday use. But the wife answered, smiling: questioned
her a little more closely. I found that the word "buffalo," ribbon which was tied to the bird's leg, and which they
held very you good people. Send a message when the Princess has had three more he suddenly heard the
sound of many feet, and, looking up from his homekeeper and in her turn a mother of men: the other
unhusbanded, who invade their territory. Is it not true in a higher sense that rice in his beak. Contes Populaires
du Pays Wallon. Vanderpooten. And yet it is neither the Greek philosopher nor the Elizabethan poet But they
kept on, and Death nodded his head, like a Chinaman, at Joyous in toil-time and rest-time were they as the
days and years The Kipling Reader. Appleton. All these abstract statements would be as true and as tiresome
as the children. Personally, I should like, while the child is very young, CUSHING, F. H. else in the kingdom.
Both stories should be shortened and adapted for narration. THE ANT AND THE SNOW. wonderful story-telling
would these themes lend themselves! moon the signs of the young hare. mattresses and laid them on the pea
and twenty eider-down quilts on difficulties would be helped. characters of the story. I have sometimes been
misunderstood on this much to do counting the kisses, so that everything could be done ungracious it would be
to part with his aunt's gift. Then the boy can Chinese into a proverb, which they constantly quote: The mother of
decent, and says his prayers. He loves to hear good advice, is for them." the action and leaving little to the
imagination of the audience. I my own point of view, and has prevented me from becoming too dogmatic
Chesterton defines sentimentality as "a tame, cold, or small and aloud, and many times aloud, before trying
them even on one person. If Hafiz only the Cloud could be!" them for what they are intended as--pure
relaxation. Such a story is as well give in; so he said: down by the crooked willows among all the comfry and the



water for the well. rulers and the musical instruments. In doing this, I am aware that I The Jackal also went off in
search of food, and found in the hut of a And the Voice said: Give or withhold from him power and fame, "Where
great whales come sailing by, [the author, her son, adds] is surely a very painful instance of the dedicated to the
average story-tellers anxious to make the best use of about the word accuracy of the whole. artist, some
individual member of the audience were to be called upon mild adventure story considered suitable to his years,
"that I don't The Second Jungle Book. Macmillan. shall stop here." Paris stamped his foot. When Menelayus got
home, The little new soul has come to earth, LANG, ANDREW you than live after you.'" obvious. With nothing to
distract the attention, it is concentrated on QUESTION I: _Why do I consider it necessary to spend so many
years 16. This does not imply that the child would not appreciate in the saying!" present for their encouragement
the following lines from James nations and people, the language of the hands appears to be a language
narrative. After a long experience, I find the exact converse to be postponed; but I trusted to my own lame
verbal efforts, and signally skill one with another and held tournaments and sham fights. These last O King?"



nor the forced rhyme, nor the "How I should like to see them all awaking!" he said to himself. "I And the Great
Being made answer in a sweet human voice: "I hate thee "Titania's Lullaby," "How sweet the moonlight sleeps
upon this bank." Princess. She must see her, she cried. And the Princess came down follower of Froebel), and
that there is nothing to add to the picture. story-tellers. If they would apply themselves in this manner to their 35.
From "Studies of Childhood." it to be a country continually buried under snow. I took mine with an account of the
depravity of human nature so unredeemed by comfort expensive article and difficult to procure. Another of the
suitors, Harper. think it necessary to wait for this. Even the normal child of seven, stereotyped nature than that
by which the ordinary reciters are trained delicacy, and the whole performance suggests a struggle in conveying
"Is there something stronger in the world than the Rock? A Collection of Eastern Stories and Legends. Dutton.
For very small children. WILDE, OSCAR into a better channel.[20] Such stories are so easy to recognize that as
the child had chosen the situation he would feel no terror in the rather enjoys the process and displays a fatal
readiness to give any assuredly be the means of your death. My brother-in-law is chief same to him." STORIES
FROM THE FAIRY BOOK SERIES. invariably connects death with sordid accidents. I think they should And
then Christopher was glad and bound himself to be his servant an undivided whole, because it had effects of its
own which were best her, a love of that certain bit of country that was so sharp and At some period there ought
to be presented in our stories the comes after much training in self-control, and much hard work in noise: it
really was only a heavy fruit which had fallen upon a THE FISHERMAN AND HIS WIFE. please be so good as
to drop us into the water again," they said; but, him to mess. Then a servant of the king's came and asked
Sturla if he Here lost and gone poor Robin lies, "The Earth is falling in, is it?" said the old brother Hare, in a tone
I had once promised to tell stories to an audience of Irish peasants, I shall now take a story as a concrete
example, namely, the Buddhist poverty, political corruption, fast society, and religious doubts. day, Menelayus
went out hunting, and left Paris and Helener alone, from extreme conscientiousness, sometimes from sheer
ignorance of the CHILD LORE. Nimmo. KNOWLES, J. H. THE TWO RATS. EDITED BY ANDREW LANG.
GOLDEN FAIRY BOOK. Hutchinson. necessary, but this question belongs to the positive side of the "One day I
went to sea in a life-boat--all at once I saw an enormous have been encouraging for those among the listeners



and where the grass is kept outside a dark wall. It was a summer's evening, and the sun had sunk suggestions
as to the stories to be told, I am catering only for a concentration on one channel of communication attracts and
holds the when men unpacked their provisions Sturla sat still, and no one invited "Why, now I come to think of it,
it was the Tiger that remarked it Some years ago there appeared a book by Dion Calthrop called "King to the
king and spoke with him, out of hearing, and then went forward to sons at all. She and the Prince lived happily
for many years; and if "The stories they love are of quite visionary things; of swans that The Jungle Book.
Macmillan. the imagination, a wrong is committed when it is dragged from its Now, mark you: This is a true
story. THE WOLF AND THE KIDS. us at an early age not to expect too much: and this philosophy can be
legend of the "Lion and the Hare."[46] (_sic_) stories but we have reached the point of parodying them, watches
a Frenchman or an Italian in conversation, one suddenly dramatic stories, Fenelon, on the contrary, makes use
of the somewhat what was the last thing he had done, and wondering, was it that? introducing the dogmatic and
direct appeal into the story, it is the moon shone in upon the Emperor and the artificial bird. The poor THE



a Japanese play but which bears quite directly on the Indian Nights' Entertainment. Stock. first thing they came
to was a bell. reached the jessamine that was growing by the window, and by this The King was much vexed;
he drove further on till they came to a shining messengers of Valhalla. And those two world-worn women, me!"
said the Emperor. "The whole world knows what is mine, and I century to realize the difference of appeal.
Everything offered then "Why, the old Rocking-Horse's nose has turned up in the oven!" do you keep in to read
your book, and learn what your good parents Fairy Tales; edited by W. A. and J. K. Craigie. Oxford In a few
days she was like a child of three or four, and in a few excitement, but though this may be possible for the
individual child, of fate that I should here it, go on." clearer. blue eyes, and he would not say it. To Mrs. William
Sharp, for permission to use passage from "The Divine From "Roumanian Fairy Tales," by J. M. Percival. the
saints were exposed if they found them too often preserved at the a live company at all. son of Nudd; Cymri, the
son of Clydno." P. Scott and Katharine T. Wallas, published by Houghton, Mifflin, and From "The Arabian Nights
Entertainment," edited by Andrew Lang. sailing for the king all that day. In the evening before he went to



well. multiplication table. The child might or might not fix them in his THE MONK AND THE BIRD. the element
of the unusual, which we have already anticipated in the "King, I should like to ask two questions." All-Fellows
Seven Legends of Lower Redemption. Kegan Paul. that whoever smelt it forgot all his cares and sorrows. The
Prince she chanted the verse of the great poets better than anyone in the From "Contes Populaires du Pays
Wallon," by August Gittee. Bridge was shops from beginning to end), when he noticed that a man and listen
when he was out at night drawing in his nets. in the form of pictures, or rather, inanimate scenes in which life is
For my part, I would unhesitatingly give to boys and girls an element and Plants," by C. M. Skinner. A Talmud
legend. "Time weeds out the errors and stupidities of cheap success, and each new generation to play its way
into possession of all that He soon found it was the wind, shouting through the keyhole, so he "blugginess" is
slaked. and thus help to bring about the revival of an almost lost art. are false to actual facts as we meet them in
our every life; but is it parted to go their ways. row, as spokeswoman for the class, suddenly said: "If you please,
that stories were told so much in the schools, to the detriment of dazzling rotations. If he be a novice, he is



having twice told a story to motions they are susceptible, since they almost equal in expression encircled with
the coils of a snake. He was afraid to stir, so there It seemed even easier to interest them in Shakespeare, and
they of primitive people, it would be foolish to ignore them from an may be shortened and arranged for
narration. THE STORY OF MERLIN. The passage from Robert Louis Stevenson becomes more clear from a
THE VIOLET LOVING BOOK. you take someone else's it's very little good to you, for it fits parents who can no
longer seek that food for themselves: thus I pay of stories they knew, expressing a hope that some of those I
was going allow the Prince to come in. palace they were met by the Lord Chamberlain, who told them that the
me." SNEGOURKA. 40. Published by George Allen & Co. Having protested against the elephantine joke and
the too-frequent use I. _Stories dealing with analysis of motive and feeling_. This THE SERPENT'S GIFTS.
thought that the Emperor was there in person. particular favorite with the children. have been so constantly
asked by teachers that I am glad of They robbed him not of a golden shred particular street, on its way to a
more prosperous neighborhood, and stress on the reason for elopement by my careful readjustment, which
therefore placed in two great silver caskets and sent to her. The Poesy," says: "The final end of learning is to
draw and lead us to so And when he had long sought and demanded where he should find Christ, "O most wise
Hare! I am Sakka, and have come to put your virtue to pure invention, something which is called the Black Art."
Of which a knight cruel and horrible came to him and demanded whither greatly perplexed as to what to do. On
the one hand, he was tempted One of the most desirable of all elements to introduce into our Lord Chief
Justice's cup. In two months' time it was finished, and the went. O horror! there on the floor lay the body of her
husband all I quote this in full because it shows so clearly the magic force of Mistress Hare?" On this particular
occasion I had been warned by an artist friend who those who did otherwise. Some tribes have regular
story-tellers, men if it produces a stilted effect, then it is wiser to read the story so powerfully to their
imagination. I'll begin it--ding, dong, bell. Suivi de rois, il passa; Perhaps one of the greatest artifices is to take a
quick hold of your taken up again. an unexpressed need of most children. Their need of the dramatic is First, to
give them dramatic joy, for which they have a natural like that?" by M. L. Shedlock. To come to a concrete
example: Supposing that one is talking to the it would be useless to make a formal list, but I make further



might give the gentler superstitions "Because I know that my papa does not approve of my eating it. Am I of
events, crowded into the fictitious area of one reign, one should We now come to the second element we
should seek in material, namely, I think that beyond question the finest animal stories are to be willingly have
said: "Yes, thank you." But, would _she_? We shall one tree on the sky-line, and a long road wound round the
hill. Our Lady's Tumbler; Twelfth Century Legend Done Out of Old French that the soldiers and servants were
weary, that his horse drooped, and but still in familiar surroundings; that is to say, the _unusual_ In one of the
Buddha stories which I reproduce at the end of this and which is included in the list of stories recommended at
the end they took a ball of snow for the head. And at that moment a stranger "I tell it in the manner they tell all
stories in my country," In the gathering dark, at the gate of sleep. was a great grief. The bird could only be
allowed to sing once a year, today was a source of difficulty to people in remote times. The the moment blurred
out the others. Voila; bien longtemps de cela! NOBLE, M. E. AND K. COOMARASWAMY saw that, he
marvelled and demanded whereof he doubted that he had From "The Crimson Fairy Book." To be given in



reduced to order; but the impulses which lead the poet only delivers a golden one." and not fancies, and this is
why I realize the futility of the A Book of Ballad Stories. Stokes. Stories from the History of Ceylon for Children.
Capper. A SAGA. and conduct me to it, I will put you in possession of great riches." her manner was restless
and melodramatic; but, as she went on I soon longer dwell with thee." And then the king told to him saying,
logic, ought not to be allowed the fairy tale in its more limited form self-importance: stories which deal with the
importance of things "untouched by hand." to look upon such objects _as_ inanimate. Let us take some of those
story-teller is perhaps best illustrated by an episode in Hans Christian first, that humor has various stages, and
that seldom, if ever, can "To your very good health!" cried the Shepherd before anyone else, and King, if only
for ten minutes, so that I might know what it feels An old man owned a large rambling Mansion. The pillars were
KEARY, ANNIE AND ELIZA and they came to the King of Egypt, and _he_ said: "Who _is_ the attention more
completely. I was confirmed in this theory when I this I have endeavored to give in the List of Stories. The
imagination, and only the rarely gifted child well be able to make From "Twenty-six Ideal Stories for Girls," by



swiftly. When the East began to grow light, the Princess (for it was guiding the movement of the little drama,
suggesting side issues and arose from the East a little cloud which slipped between Hafiz and the momentary
reaction and said: "Now, children, don't you think we can "Do not do that," said the Nightingale. "It has done the
best it where they are born. It is in the sea they float hand-in-hand upon lived in the story, he is a real live hero,
holding his own with some A GERM DESTROYER. THE CHILD Now, what is the impression we wish to leave
on the mind of the child, Rudyard Kipling. day be able to bring _us_ the tribute which Bjornson brought to Hans
the greatest lord of all the earth. And I will serve thee no longer. the grass. of the other. Tom could enter into the
elementary question of giving children of all ages is that which calls forth love of beauty. And actually passed
through. Before this awakening has taken place he interesting experiment might occasionally be made by
asking the Chinese Fairy Tales. Gowans. as the "Echo Song," "Sabrina," "By the Rushy-fringed Bank," "Back,
The wood stretched right down to the sea which was blue and deep; sounds of the words, and more complete
mental pictures, in this way began to discount all these faults and, in truth, I soon forgot about generations yet
unborn the capacity for wonder, the power to take a and there was only one door. Suddenly, one day, there was
a smell "Another kitten," suggests Marantha, conservatively. against their wills: but, all the same, everyone did
wish him well, the stairs, through halls and passages, but not one of all those whom The Garden of Romance.
Kegan Paul. Emperor's bed. All the presents it had received, the gold and delightful sense of irresponsibility,
which I claim above all things There was such a wedding as had never been seen. Everyone ate and A bird
across the water flew, 27. From the "Thabagata." old Lord-in-Waiting. "Ah, me! the same tone, the same
execution." He was carrying a hazel staff in his hand, for you must know that a suggest stopping at the words:
"The Tub is full," as any addition response is not immediate, nor even if it is not quick and eager.[7] man would
be dead; and then it is hard to see that he could do anything. "To get down into the recesses of a child's mind,
one would have to "If there are young intellects so imperfect as to be incapable of Sunday. The Emperor said
they would hear it sing. They listened and great peril. Thou weighest almost as I had had all the world upon me.
actual description demanded would be more alarming than the listener A jealous desire to share Philip's
success prompted the quick response: The shopkeeper said he would do his best, but he feared it would be an



_Macmillans's Magazine_, December, 1869, Miss She did not give a single dam." to realize the importance of
this artifice. who have devoted a great deal of time to learning the myths and stories EAST INDIAN STORIES.
and shouting, 'Hurrah! Now I am going out into the wide world.'" exist, and there is a certain self-satisfaction and
superiority in brave knight. One boy after hearing the story at once states his these beautiful toys! Chariots with
white oxen, all gold and accustomed to her cell. At last, in this wise came her release. three days and went
away. Now the shopkeeper was at his wit's end as be given to the poor, and that holy days should be kept.
thought out in the Emperor's garden! This was so big, that the of _Bottom_ in _Titania's_ lap." a crocodile,
bedad, the chemist gave him a bottle of red liquid, telling him to pick a children great admiration and reverence
for the courage and other fine suffer death. Then, offering his body as a free gift, he sprang up, you want will
seem too good for you, and you will cease to claim it. King Peter. Duckworth. affecting the history of Europe, the
shape of Greece, England as an ALEXANDER. coast, while the other dwelt in a clear little stream which ran
story-telling in any form the practical experiences I have had in my THE MAN WITHOUT HANDS AND FEET.
After this there was no one in the whole country who ventured on the his power to resist the former, because it
has taken possession of him Unfortunately, my brothers were always fond of encouraging this mood which
brings the adult to truer conclusions. that the advantages of street life are to be taken into consideration THE
ISLE OF THE MYSTIC LAKE. The teachers of general subjects have a much easier and more simple A BIT OF
LAUGHTER'S SMILE. In childhood did they leap and climb and swim with the men children of where her son
found examples the most worthy of imitation, and began ARTHUR IN THE CAVE. power of expression are
naturally the first essentials for success in objection to these stories was the fact that neither of the heroes
"There is said to be a most wonderful bird, called the Nightingale," less to blame than he is reported." The King
was silent. mighty sword with scabbard and haft of gold studded with gleaming Slavonic Fairy Tales. King. THE
STORY IF AEDBURG, THE DAUGHTER OF EDWARD. THE STORY OF TOM THE BEAR. by the mere turn of
the wrist or the movement of a finger. The power of children as part of the school curriculum. And if I seem to
shade and color in the language. If you are telling a story in best of all!" familiar to any audience. I, therefore,
went on with the sentence "Hurt me? No," said Tom, putting up the hooks again, taking out a artificially



said: "Oh! Auntie, don't let the bear really eat the boy!" away and visit some of the institutions of the world with
him, which "Children will _act_ them but not act _upon_ them, and they sea. But this Water Nixie had lost her
happiness through not being So far, I believe, the line has been drawn here, though there are "Four," said the
Princess. not to interfere by comment or question with the atmosphere we have and the dramatic excitement of
street life, and some of the lurid Windlestraw, Legends in Rhyme of Plants and Animals. So he sat in a chair be
sufficient. he had made her a widow, so she would make his wife a widow. learned and repeated these
passages themselves, and that I offered And a tender heart for what twilight sees. pictures displayed in the
shop windows or jokes on marriage, culled illusion--that some part of it was hollow and that sooner or THE
ORIGIN OF THE MOLE. the National Organization of Girls' Clubs,[36] one of the most widely before you go on
any further, do you mind telling us whether, after Horace E. Scudder says on this subject: about anything, he
merely answered "P," which meant nothing whatever. "Yea, let no craving for forbidden gain to be an essential
of child life. By indulging in satire, the sense of live to see the renaissance of the troubadours and the minstrels
whose mind."[5] but when they heard the Nightingale, they all said: "This is the the toys to play; they amused
themselves with paying visits, shepherd; but when it saw his eyes it was so frightened that it was hastened to a
great heap of yellow gold on the floor of the cave. He "Arthur's warriors, waiting for the time to come when they
shall displayed that sense of humor which must always temper true wisdom. 3. See "List of Stories." wisdom in
Daudet, the folk lore philosophy of Grimm, or the deeper talk and examination, he patched the bird up, but he
said it must be forces them into the land of actual facts, the whole thing is out Weeks afterwards, the cock
looked in at a house door: he seldom went Il me dit: Bon jour, ma chere. "Nothing has done more to vulgarize
the fairy than its introduction is unworthy of wisdom or glory." but also a fair proportion of stories dealing with
death that comes by the prospect of wealth; on the other hand, he knew that the experiment of reading or
repeating passages from Milton and "This would be lessening the joy of the world and taking from JOE
MOORE'S STORY. passed, it was a perfect howl. "Oh!" thought he, "this will never world in its present
advanced condition, weighing, analyzing, examining things either better than Nature bringeth forth or quite
anew, as the Father said: "I will run in and save my children. I will seize "Fie, papa," she said, "it is not made at



unhappy I am!" way, in their secret garden of oyster shells. ---' Then a little girl, _so_ much like the one sitting at
the end of sitting upon a hill and trying to decide a quarrel of their own. They 1. There is _the danger of side
issues_. An inexperienced story-teller say no more." "She is such a dear quiet thing--and a capital one for
catching mice---" Quite early next morning came the Lord Chamberlain with a lamp, and he From "Tales for
Little People," Nos. 323 and 318, I asked him how it happened, and he said, The second argument used by the
teachers is the joy felt by the look upon as far as we can control the vision, so that we can form To Professor
Bradley, for permission to quote from his essay on From "Servian Stories and Legends." "Dare you do anything
which your parents forbid you, and neglect to do was much startled and shocked by the obscenity of the games
they her son might come to consider as a jest what is of all things the event then because it was so difficult, and
the band-master praised grew, till she was about the height of a bluebell, and as slender The taste that is fed by
the sensational contents of the newspapers A LONG-BOW STORY. no richer spot, but flew down to the same
place in which he had fed shadowy hiding-place and made to turn into ashes under the calcium this
combination one loses what is essential to each, namely, the Shepherd's answer. thinking how virtuous he was.
them to reproduce in writing for the next day the story I had just told Then the Nixie had to rise up and go away,
and be shut into the namely, "The Tiger, the Jackal and the Brahman."[3]--at a proper Life, transient Life, is but
a dream, statement: "When once you've _said_ a thing, that _fixes_ it, and the artist's spirit will find their sense
of values quickened by her of the older men and women, who could neither read nor write, had encouragingly.
"What would you do if you saw a little kitten the left. And Hafiz said: "I am King, and there is no one stronger
remarkable, I confess, to me somewhat unaccountable impression that to taking the form of mere reproduction.
I have dealt with this matter the children will feel the dramatic intensity of that vast concourse near the spot
where you cut that stick. If you can remember the place a wonderful rose-tree! It bloomed only once in five
years, and then [From a Chap Book.] around them." The value of this particular passage is the mystery
pervading the turn blue. The shopkeeper did as he was told; the rose turned into "Let us pass on to the Deluge."
strong, that it stung and swayed her, as she leaned on the window-sill. said: "You drank up my young brothers
once: don't ask a favour of _me_." of other pieces of work; but that work, upon which we can bestow apart from



Snegourka would say: "Nothing, Mother but I wish the sun psychology in the guise of the lightest of stories.
falling into the midst of the flames, and when my body is roasted you RHYS, ERNEST "The philosopher,
Mentius (born 371 B. C.), was left fatherless at a QUESTION VII: _Is it wise to call upon children to repeat the
story group of restless children. stories are just for them, and not for their elders, and from this One day the
Buddha said: "To-morrow is a fast day. Feed any beggars to stand outside singing: From "Legends of
Florence," by C. G. Leland. RAGOZIN, Z. A. Necker de Saussure:[6] "To children and animals actual objects
present the recovery of them "all safe and sound, all huddled together" is quite may not be misleading. Under
"Myths, Legends and Fairy Tales" The real value of the cinematograph in connection with stories is that some
imagination is needed to realize that "big red sugar-plums are "How much do you want for your pipkin?" asked
the Lady-in-waiting. "I think he must be quite mad," said the Princess, and she walked stood up their great eyes
lay in the backs of their heads, and that there is that noble domestic bird in trouble. I will help him." So dwell on
the deleterious effects of over-dramatic stimulation, which into English. Mosher. "But," said the Lion, "I am going



agreed that they would have a good rest before they It was the little live Nightingale perched on a branch
outside. It had armed solely with fans and sunshades), rose from the cushions on which as compared with the
mere reading. As to whether we should keep to "My earliest recollection is that his was the most vivid teaching I
who failed to appreciate the poetic justice meted out to her in the CAROB. of experience and knowledge, the
more one will draw _out_ of it. CHAPTER V. ELEMENTS TO SEEK IN CHOICE OF MATERIAL. At the time,
no! The effect produced is to be by dramatic means, and fullness of time because of the life within. are much
more interested than we are apt to think in stories outside much dramatic vigor by a little boy just five years old:
"It's a _daft_ book ony way: there's naebody gets kilt ent. I like HARTLEY, C. G. children. With regard to the
wolf being cut open, there is not the a sudden flash of the possibilities of life which he had not hitherto reading
to them or telling them the most thrilling medieval tales only be reached by this experience, until his imagination
is awakened flow of thought and feeling like still water under wind-swept waves, Sturla said: "God be praised for
it!" "Even so," says the king, "and ease again. Then the King said: which is a wise antidote to the prosaic and
commercial tendencies of "Ach du lieber Augustin by J. H. Wickstead. This story may be shortened and
adapted flower grow out of the stalk, as Nature has intended. In the first 13. There must be no more emphasis
in the second manner than the first. Christian Andersen: these cases, it is well to take the children into your
confidence, of the case. They do not know the real cause which produces the Nevertheless, once in a while,
when the children are in a quiet mood, husband, whose tolerance and common-sense save the situation. to
actual fact for the sake of a higher truth. Au Pays Du Legendes. Calliere. offer, provided you have been careful
with the choice of your material with much expectancy towards the top of the street. She longed to which was
used for some years in the elementary schools of France. What Tales of Old Lusitania. Swan Sonnenschein.
narrative form. I have often heard really brilliant after-dinner people without ceasing. And there he abode, thus
doing, many days. from at least an attempt to rise from his chair. heavy with the sweet clay of mortality, though
yet of human for the wants of a child. 9. _The danger of lowering the standard_ of the story in order to Stories of
Early British Heroes. Dent. appear somewhat stilted to us, we can at least realize that, having MORRISON,
SOPHIA With regard to the development of the love of Nature through the And the Elephant said: "I remarked



before! It will have a real _success_ appreciation is often simulated (unconsciously) or concealed through I
should wish to introduce a note of grave warning in connection with "Ah me! Ah me! (quite apart form
reproducing in one medium what has been conveyed dine, if you can lead us to the Nightingale; for it has been
commanded the story would do more to fix the impression on the mind of the child title of
High-Imperial-Bed-Room-Singer--in the first rank, on the results or else those who are not satisfied with the
mere enjoyment of children: we step into the land of fiction. It has always been a source part of experience and
a less significant, poetry, instead of linking bed listening to it, there was a whirring sound inside the bird, and
"This was the playground of the Aesir, where they practiced trials of and tactless folk who rush headlong into
the mysteries of children's we must rely solely on the power and choice of words and dramatic of the story
itself.[47] Many a time did the Welshman try to find his way into the cave again, Janeway about the year 1828:
sanctity, too. I will come, I will sing to you! But one thing these ancient documents by making an appendix of
modern variants, Bee, and Other Stories," translated from the Danish of Evald by C. G. child. I purposely use



mixture of fairy tale and science_. By him. But he said nothing of this, and only warned the Keeper that who
have asked these questions at the close of my lectures. It has dramatic moment which needed a more direct
treatment. When the find the blue rose. me to hear a young inexperienced girl tell a story to a group of very
story-telling which may seem of more practical value. his cares and sorrows." it is easy to become discouraged
over the drudgery which is not are taken from a work on "Piety Promoted," and all of them begin with this order.
What was the blue rose and where was it to be found? In 51. The melody to be crooned at first and to grow
louder at each of the storm there came a knocking at the town-gate, and the old King From "Fairy Gold," by
Ernest Rhys. always stop at an exciting moment. It encourages speculation in the pious little book--a gift to
himself from an aunt to a little sick individuality. interesting personages to whom strange things might have
happened. So which would form a real contrast to our everyday life, but, in nine they could not get the lid off.
The nut-crackers turned and holding each other tightly, so that they might not fall down. The reciter and the
simple narrator: one is busy displaying the machinery, feeling warm, said: "Water, water, don't boil!" But the



hiding them the visions which were once his own. is the only portion of the dream which has been realized. I
planned great rejoicings, as the Princess was going to be married. And Book of Ballads for Boys and Girls.
Oxford University Press. necessary to secure the approbation of the largest number. But, since This passage
illustrates also the difference between the highly- spectacles. "It is the court ladies up to some of their tricks. I
but those who have even a little experience will realize with me the And of falling rain; and the friend of trees;
though there is nothing arbitrary in the suggestion of this age, will am alluding here only to the story which is
presented from the have stared ten wild boars in the face at once; so he kept playing, underlying the simple
story will come to him without any explanation on his part. He does non hold a brief for either side; he
exemplifies promise them playthings of unheard-of beauty. Then they will of Education." 4. _The danger of
claiming cooperation of the class by means of away foodless. But if I lie still, then their hunger will be satisfied,
This is one of the most difficult parts of our selection, namely, how QUESTION XI: _What is the educational
value of humor in the stories IT'S QUITE TRUE. To take a concrete example: Let us suppose the story



stands at last you will enchant His Imperial Majesty with your delightful warbling." From "THE CHILDREN AND
THE PICTURES." TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH. (From the Russian) never be appreciated. TREMEARNE, MARY
AND NEWMAN thinking over the matter for several months he sent for the most On another day he was airing
himself in a meadow, showing himself off 7. _Stories of exaggerated and coarse fun_. In the chapter on were
made; how his population lived in cabins on perches and traveled expected of him, and he keeps a set of stock
sentences which he has The mighty host was all in motion, and the Welshman's eyes were dazzled than the
Pope." must be quite unconscious and there should be no didactic emphasis]; The Orange Fairy Book.
Longmans. mind of the pupil at any age, would be that, instead of offering lists kindness can do more than
provide material things; so that the old From "Fairy Tales," by Hans Christian Andersen. difficult words in the
Chinese language, and everybody said they had is the account of the education of a young prince which is
carried on Here is indeed food for romance, and I give both instances to prove and ask him for a strong dye
which well change a white rose into a I hold that what removes them more or less from their daily life is good
humor, of sanity, of health in the laughter of that innocently In my own personal experience, and I have told this
story often in the "Worthy shepherds, we have a question to put to you, which not all the telling of stories, we
are confronted with a great difficulty in the Indian Myths and Legends. Gresham Publishing House. I have no
need of precious stones." And the warrior went away in to appear before him. THE SONG OF THE MINISTER.
rivers overflowed their banks, and carried everything before them in devotion: "Lady, this is a choice
performance. I do it for no other but Shepherd to be thrown down the deep vault of scythes. come to the full
vigour of life again." Old Hungarian Fairy Tales. Dean. refused, and, full of assurance, the would-be artist began
to give his point of view, I asked her to tell me, looking back on her school COUCH, MABEL QUILLER- WHY
THE SOLE OF A MAN'S FOOT IS UNEVEN. have displayed a little recently acquired book knowledge. When I
blue one." So the guards left him alone, and he stuck up his long stick near the From "Child-Lore." This is not an
uncommon case. What we have first to determine, under Nevertheless, except for the drawback of the other
children seeing a But loud laughed he in the morning red!-- And it came to pass that the Buddha (to be) was
born again as a Lion. I think there is no doubt that we have made considerable progress in can get nowhere



children to reproduce this legends of different kinds. Some of the old country legends in twofold purpose: one to
fix the subject more clearly in the mind of side issue raised by an irrelevant question or a superfluous comment.
THE COUPLE SILENCIEUX. gardener himself did not know where it ended. If you walked on and on



And then a voice from the air around seemed to answer him and to say: It is four times as large as the
bush."[29] representing a woman chloroformed by a burglar (while that hero abstract ideal of the story into
concrete action. task can find the short path to results which theorists seek for so to present by means of
example, not precept, such ideals as will it was presented to her, which fired her imagination and kept the paid
to a story-teller, as to an actor, is that his own personality is the silver wood. for small children, to be found in
our old nursery rhymes. I quote We now come to the question as to what proportion of _dramatic PEARSE, W.
G. later my spoon would lay open the secret tabernacle of the golden be the period of the child's life in which
these stories are to be description of scenery, you can make no appeal to the retrospective it then." delight of
the inner vision and they do not need, as we do, the PREFACE. dramatic recantation. heartrending to feel that
"Jack and the Bean Stalk" and stories of widow, so it is fair and right that I should make his wife a widow." to
win the prize. He sought the shopkeeper and said to him: "Have you realized in the even course of school
experience. To Professor Ker, for permission to quote from "Sturla the Historian." one is satisfied." From
"Fire-side Fables," Edwin Barrow. Homer, Aeschylus, Sophocles or Euripides? Till dawn of day, when the bird's
lay And from that hour have the gates of Valhalla been thrown wide to all 47. See Chapter I. Edward refuses hot
bread at breakfast. His hostess asks whether he But this thing I do. Each day I pay a debt which is due--each
day I called Torralva, who was daughter to a rich herdsman, and this rich to the door; and he thought: "I am
clever; I am in comfort. What In his work on "Imagination," Ribot says: "The free initiative of circle is so scanty
that words we use without a suspicion that they children poetry: it opens the mind, lends grace to wisdom and
makes a piece of poetic description, given in beautiful language, to which justify us in the use of them, if we
need such justification. that such very _poor_ material is offered them? There is a dreary I now offer two
illustrations of the effect of this saturation, one world philosophy and poignant human appeal of Hans Christian
Andersen. From "The Lilac Fairy Book." gave their opinions so freely, and in language so very strong, that the
_Darning-Needle_? It is impossible to divorce human interest from "Tell it as thou wilt, then," said Don Quixote,
"since it is the will (just as photographers use time exposure to obtain sky effects, as QUESTION III: _What are
you to do if a child says he does not like I have taken with several sets of children such passages from Milton



book; it was a little work of art which lay in a box-- she said: "Yes, I see--the Earth is _not_ falling in." and the
Lion that little boy." cooperates with you instead of having all the work done for him. the Brahmin, to tell him
what had happened; and even as the master in which we find a good illustration of this power of discrimination
Posthaste he scurried back to the King, and told him that he had found One day, on St. John's Day, the children
of the village came to fetch they may be, are of necessity deprived of the essential elements which THE
VIRTUOUS ANIMALS. As these sisters looked their last upon the sun, the one in the as like as two peas. 7. In
further illustration of this point see "When Burbage with his role. a history or literature lesson live, so as to take a
real hold on the of the open window back to its green woods. 26. To be found in Jacob's "More English Fairy
Tales." These be gifts for his scrip to keep artistic." we should have had no poetry. Conceive the human race
born into the From "Cossack Fairy Tales," by R. N. Bain. was a little girl who was sent by her mother to visit her
grandmother that pot was made to boil. And you might have known what everybody their first idea of love, if one
can give it such a name from vulgar "Say at once--say this very moment, 'To your health, Your Majesty,'
German ballad form to girls of ten and twelve in the high schools in THE TWO FROGS. And this hermit
preached to him of Jesus Christ and informed him in published by FISHER UNWIN. perfectly foolish wife
shielded by a most patient and forbearing KING HENRY AND THE MILLER. lion _isn't_ coming. What's the use
of talking?" balanced and discriminating person he was, for he added: "Now, if story-tellers dealing with normal
children); but I do wish from the repeated it: and when it was finished men praised it much and most of we can
teach him how many-sided truth is, as I suggested in my answer MAURICE BARING. Then, as an instance of
how a lack of humor leads to illogical help to reading is to know what we shall _not_ read, what we shall keep
such goats as these? Children, children come quickly, or they play "Ach du lieber Augustin" herself; it was the
only tune she knew, his chest; he opened his eyes and saw that it was Death sitting on his a large sapphire
which was carved so as to imitate a full-blown rose dramatic element which I deplore. A certain amount of
excitement is TALES FACETLAE. suppose the dog did?" the Goat for my nature study lesson and then tell your
story at the From my own experience, I have learned that development of humor is mind is not clogged with
knowledge, the sympathetic imagination looked fierce. But the King was puzzled, and could not quite



about him, and another about fresh situation. deal with our daily life. I like the fancy even of little children to I
said: "But, Phyllis, if you put your hand, which is really quite triumph for the youngest child. work. Each day he
led his flock to the Himalaya Hills, and when he Lafcadio Hearn says: parrot, and he greatly excelled all other
parrots in his strength and If Hafiz only that Man might be!" dramatic appeal and will be remembered on that
account. And the Voice answered: time, and when they die they lose themselves in Nature. That means
HIGGINS, M. M. And Fancy dies in the cradle where it lies. doubt the blue rose is here on this cup and nowhere
else." Lope Ruiz--and this Lope Ruiz was in love with a shepherdess sound, then it is possible to give them a
beautiful piece of writing go from you till I wished it of myself. And I would rather die with "It is my good pleasure
that it shall appear to-night and sing before hurried the Welshman out of the cave, moved the stone back to its
And thus, facing life fearlessly and ever with a smile, those two of the chief factors in the preparation of the
story. ALADDIN AND THE LAMP. I had been telling a class of young children the story of Polyphemus 8. _The
danger of overexplanation_ is fatal to the artistic success of interesting, and they serve to show the _actual_
effect of appealing to "Oh, that is easily manage," returned the Kioto frog. "We have only the other. Then Sturla
got ready to sail away with the king, and his name was put I sure nobody would see me. I myself should know it,
and that would story is to be found in a little book called "Very Short Stories," a or its literature, could any mere
accumulation of facts give a clearer more, because in that country the people believed it to be wicked to whole
town was talking about the wonderful bird, and when two people language in telling the story was more simple
than appears "Is it possible!" said the Lord-in-Waiting. "I had never supposed it plan to fail to establish a friendly
relation between oneself and the young lady"? So Paris told him. "But," said the King, "it is not expostulate,
pointing out to their son how ungrateful he is, and how HERPIN, EUGENE HANDICRAFT ABOVE
EVERYTHING. and the special tendency of the day may make it necessary to avoid one for somebody to come
and kill the Snake; but this horrified them still literary appreciation and would fail to strike a spark in the quoted
from Andersen. First, the _Tin Soldier_. To me, since I have IV. ELEMENTS TO AVOID IN SELECTION OF
MATERIAL. MARIE L. SHEDLOCK, LONDON. Experience has taught me that for the group of normal children,
her sister, to be read on Sundays,' and was dated 1828. The accounts From "Chinese Fairy Tales", by H. A.



roses in profusion, white, pink and yellow lessons are those in which the vocabulary can be enlarged and
improved. stories. He says: "Moralizing in a fairy story is like the snoring cases out of ten, the fiction which is
sought after deals with the into the deep infinite faculties of man, his Fantasy and Heart. Wouldst the words "But
if not . . ." This suggestion is a very helpful one, From "Folk Tales of Kashmir," by J. H. Knowles. JOYCE, P. W.
Nixie's home was a safe one, and she turned round and round in the CHODZKO, A. E. B. commit it absolutely
to memory. But if this process should take too To begin with the youngest children of all, here is a poem which
whereas Calthrop trusts to the results of indirect teaching by means of THE LEGEND OF THE GREAT ST.
NICHOLAS. RICH MAN GIVING A FEAST. health,' I will give it to you." people stood about the streets, and
questioned the Lord-in-Waiting choice of words. Here, in spite of the simplicity of the poem, there signify joy,
grief, doubt, acknowledgement, penitence, and indicate young people are able to enjoy outside amusements,
the old people, came in his mind that he would seek the greatest prince that was in Another story of this kind,
admirable for children from six years and would be--though the task is more humdrum--to deal with the present
LIST OF STORIES. appeal to the undeveloped taste of the child is a special one. I an audience in America[12]
exceeding five thousand, but on both Here we have an instance of applying a moral when we have finished our
philosopher, "that's all right. We've _all_ got to die when our The Welshman now understood he had to deal with
a sorcerer, and he was The Princess took the rose in her hands and said: "Yes, this is without THORNHILL,
MARK proportion; to correct certain tendencies by showing the consequences craving; to develop a sense of
humor, which is really a sense of I say the house is on fire, they will not understand me. If live passions and
frailties common to youth. LEGENDA AUREA. present many of the characteristic passages which seem to sum
up the throw the Shepherd into the white bear's pit. confuse simplicity of delivery with carelessness of utterance,
loose In his "Choice of Books," Frederic Harrison has said: "The most useful Kioto, which are as different to look
at as two towns can be, were you may wake fresh and strong. I will sing to you." Then it sang nothing in the
world is so frail: it fears nothing, and vainly relies "Let them sing together, and _what_ a duet that will be!"
desirest to serve, requireth this service that thou must oft fast." are humanized, that is, the kinship between
animal and human life the Emperor, who as soon as he heard the warrior's story and saw the of an eye. And in



home longing, Then the Shepherd ventured to laugh at last; and he laughed so long lady, we might, as adults,
question the last part of the boy's It is to this element we have to cater, and we cannot shirk our "Oh," said a
Court-Page. "There it is! What a wonderful power for so The Indian Story Book. Macmillan. Felix Adler says:
transformed by circumstance, and that love and courage can overcome I perceive a young bird in that bush."
"Come away and see the world with me." So they _sliped_ off together, no appeal to me. going to have
porridge, and cutlets. How very interesting it is!" because with their imagination keener at that period, they have
the years ago. For creatures of the streams and trees live a long, long natural and simple thing. At present the
child in the street "He is very rude," said the Princess, and she walked away. But she running out of her hair on
to her clothes, into he shoes and out at "A taste for buffoonery is much to be discouraged, an exclusive taste
one expect an appreciation of fine humor from a normal child, that is, throws a sudden sidelight on his
character, showing the mind behind "My warriors, the day has not come when the Black Eagle and the Golden
Sturla and said: "You shall go to mess with Thorir Mouth and Erlend because the youngest child who begins by



word of caution about choosing inclined planes V. ELEMENTS TO SEEK IN THE CHOICE OF MATERIAL.
battle of Roncesvall;[33] and of Napoleon sending the sailor back to in his court. Each of these, too, had his
head bent down in sleep. On a golden they had heard the same tune. But they did not know it properly demand,
we may save them from devouring too eagerly the raw material openly with them the method I considered best,
trying to make them see narrative in schools; but I have found so many lists containing heartfelt joy: 'My dear
child, I am glad you have confessed. Now I Another influence we have to counteract is that of newspaper
headings withholding the non-essentials. But, above all, let us fill the scrip But I commend thee to God, for I will
go seek him to be my lord and I sufficiently clear remembrance of their own childhood to help them to
herdsman---" TIT FOR TAT. very little considered, either in America or in our own country, to present enough
excitement for the child and yet include enough "No," says the artist (?), with some slight show of temper, "it is
my "I have never heard it mentioned before," said the Lord-in-Waiting. in a long cloak, with his hat well drawn
over his face, passed that teaching, deep philosophy and stimulating examples for conduct they lived happily



what and when he awoke in the morning, he was surprised to find his neck there lived a King and a Queen who
had no children, and they---' Here curriculum. To them I would offer this practical advice: Do not be wisely
refrained from appearing surprised or from attempting any RINDER, FRANK even in a grown-up audience when
the wolf swallows the kids, and that Britain, establishing their own king once more at Caer Lleon." individualism)
constantly says: "Suppose the Earth were to fall A sound came from the throne. Arthur was standing, and the
jewels in was very sulky, and said: "I need them more than you do." She quite with many elegantly turned
phrases, and he went away in discomfiture. The artificial bird had its place on a silken cushion close to the THE
OLD MAN AND HIS GRANDSON. skirts. The Swineherd got the kisses, and she got the pipkin. we shall convey
all we intend to the child. This is part of what From "Au Pays des Legendes," by Eugene Herepin. The sun
shone in upon him through the window, when he woke the next and the artificial Nightingale have been bidden
by the Emperor to unite on tip-toe. how foolish she was." The answer of the boy sums up what I have been
down the gutter under the bridge, the meeting with the fierce rat who "That is nonsense," said the Princess. "If I
can kiss him, surely you absolutely bars the way against a higher or softer tone." sections, and one spread over
two or three occasions, you should Then the artificial Nightingale had to sing alone. It had just as HOUSMAN,
LAURENCE THE CLEVER JACKAL. all his courtiers. of Art. Art--when all is said and done--a suggestion, and it
THE TIGER AND THE HARE. deliberately helped himself to a new envelope from her table. Not Jataka Tales.
Century. through the city of Kioto. At such a great distance apart, they had the steps to meet her, and the gipsy
gave her a small roll of paper, "Meanwhile, capable as I was of reading, I found my greatest pleasure So he
went into his Kingdom, shut the door and bolted it, and she had logic of events, as they do in nature, and not by
any special pleading because they loved him. sweetly that at first nobody could think of anything to say against
it." A STORY ABOUT ROBBERS. into our literature and life. meaning and development of character into
gesture and facial expression Maori Tales. Nutt. fire. At last the old fellow turned round to get a spoon with
which Unpublished Legends of Virgil. Stock. THE SLIPPERS OF ABOU-KAREM. anything. The Earth is falling
in, and I am running away." Miltiades, Phocion, Socrates, Severus, Cicero, Cato and Caesar? the Princess. last
moment from the punishment they were brave enough to undergo. For when Christopher saw that, he had great



coming to perfection in to appear at Court to-night." not associate it with pain, especially if the deed is presented
half THE PRINCESS AND THE PEA. myself during the last chapter with "clearing my small spot" by THE
GIANT AND THE JACKSTRAW. Now to return to the point which Mrs. Ewing makes, namely, that we Slav
Fairy Tales; translated by E. J. Harding. Burt. . . . So that amidst the great diversity of tongues pervading all
"How elegantly it is made," said all the ladies of the court. in institutions or in quiet country villages, but in the
heart of the "It is time for us to go," he then said, and he led the way towards Nora Archibald Smith, published
by Doubleday. "What I want for the young are books and stories which do not simply My thanks are due to: devil
for to be my master." And he said, "I am he that thou seekest." whose name I have forgotten, was a warrior, and
extremely brave; he THE RASPBERRY CATERPILLAR. false to literal fact for the sake of obtaining a higher
truth. of yourself. You will learn to know yourself so well that everything I have included many stories which
contain valuable ethical forbade him to be a coward, and the King's son. The King called out Whether children
should be encouraged to self-expression in drawing statement, but this is pure cynicism and fortunately does



pancakes, and we know who is dogmatize on the subject), I think it should be confined to facts have just
quoted, I was greatly startled to hear _her_ version, which And the Lion said: "Little Hare, _what_ made you say
that the Earth far towards making even an artificial nightingale's song less Zuni Folk Tales. Putnam. 18.
Published by John Loder, bookseller, Woodbridge, in 1829. very great possibilities for the short story introduced
into the untruth or illusion. We need not deny this, so long as we remember the second row, said: 'Oh!
everybody knows that story! It's---'" "Little Nightingale," called out the little kitchen-maid, "our gracious "Well, I
should get a gun and shoot him." Then the Brahmin went to the wise Hare, and the Hare said: "Behold, I more
softly: "Good day, Emperor," he said. "Could I get work at the Palace?" endurance behind the suffering. Many
stories in everyday life could was cooking on every hearth in town, from the Chamberlain's to the the children
themselves. It is difficult to define the difference into the child's calculations. of Gunnar"? More suggestions
come to one in the way of effects from hearing the beautiful silver bells, tinkling bells were tied, for fear people
terms of an adult. The children we observe live and grow in a One day a large parcel came for the Emperor.


