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Tragedies were almost always set in the distant or mythi-
cal past, yet were intended to address the cutting-edge issues
of their day. However, the very earliest of all surviving trag-
edies, Aeschylus's The Persians, represents events of the play-
wright's own lifetime. (We know for certain that he fought at
Marathon, because he had this fact proudly recorded on his
tomb.) Performed for the first time in 472, it tells the story of
the great Athenian victory at Salamis, but through the eyes of
the defeated Xerxes, who thus becomes its tragic hero.

But even when its subject matter was derived from the
epics of Homer, the fundamental themes of tragedy—the
conflicting demands of personal desire and public duty,
the unforeseen consequences of human actions, the brutalizing
effects of power—addressed problems of immediate concern.
For example, Oedipus at Colonus, one of Sophocles’ later
tragedies, used a story of the mythical king of Thebes to
comment bitterly on Athens’ disastrous war with Sparta (to be
discussed later in the chapter). Similarly, the Trojan Women of
Euripides (485-406 B.c.E.), presented in 415, marks the tragic
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In the ﬁfth century BC.E, the playwraght Aristophanes took an o%der form of comedy, the satyr play, and turned it into a vehicle for what we still
call satire. Instead of gently mocking the gods, he lampooned the politics, popular culture, and current events of his own day—and so made his
fe!low cltuzens take a fresh look at themselves. If he were alive today, he might be workmg for The Daily Show.

turning point in the Athenians’ march toward defeat in that
war. By looking back at the capture, rape, and enslavement
of Troy’s women, Athenians were forced to look ahead to the
consequences of their own imperial policies.

Comedy was even more obviously a genre of political
commentary, and could deal openly with the absurdities
and atrocities of current events. Indeed comedy—then as
now—could be effectively deployed to deal with issues that
were too hot to handle in any other form: sexual scandals,
political corruption, moral hypocrisy, intellectual preten-
sion, popular fads. Aristophanes (EHR-ih-STOFF-ah-nees,
c. 446-386 B.c.E), the greatest of the Athenian comic play-
wrights, lampooned everything from the philosophy of
Socrates to the tragedies of his contemporary Euripides, and
was an especially outspoken critic of Athenian warmongers
and their imperialist aims. He was repeatedly dragged into
court to defend himself against the demagogues he attacked,
but the power and popularity of comic theater was such that
politicians never dared to shut it down for long.

Periclean Athens was also fertile ground for the
elopment of new literary forms. Even though the Greeks
re becoming more dependent on writing for legal and
mmercial transactions, intellectuals had long been used
0 expressing themselves through poetry, which was al-

Ways intended to be sung and enjoyed in performance, not

0 be read. Now, though, the rise of functional literacy in
hens encouraged the emergence of prose as a distinct

ite rary form. Herodotus found a ready market for his his-

OFies in Athens. His younger contemporary Thucydides

thu-SID-ih-dees) followed suit, using his time in exile to
Mrite a masterful—and scathingly critical—history of the
War between his polis and Sparta.

Between them, these two historians developed a new
@Pproach to the study of the past, emphasizing the need
10 collect and interpret multiple sources and focusing on

S luman agency as the driving force of history (rather than

APOLLO OF TENEA, APOLLO OF PIOMBINO, AND THE CRITIAN BOY. These three statues, dating from about 560, 500, and 480 B.C.E.,

pectively, display the development of Greek statuary art. The first rather stiff and symmetrical statue (left) is imitative of Egyptian sculpture.
oughly half a century later, the second representation (middle) of Apollo begins to display motion, not unlike the kouros on page 64. The last figure
ht), showing a boy standing in a relaxed posture with his weight resting on one leg, displays even greater naturalism.

divine intervention). Both conceived the historian’s role
as distinct from that of a mere storyteller. The word his-
toria would continue to mean both “story” and “history”
in Greek, but for Herodotus and Thucydides the histo-
rian’s task was to investigate and critically reflect on the
events of his own time, as well as to illuminate those of the
past. These methods and goals would increasingly come
to inform other prose genres, including the philosophical
writings of Plato and Aristotle (see Chapter 4).,

Art and Architecture

The artists of fifth-century B.c.E. Athens revealed the same
range of talents in the visual arts as poets did in their
dramas. Perhaps the most striking development was the
new attention paid to the crafting of naturalistic figures,
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both clothed and nude. Nothing like it had ever been
seen before, although it is a trend already discernible in
the figure of the kouros examined earlier in the chapter
(page 64). What hastened the acceptance of naturalism is
a matter of intense debate, but scholars have long wanted
to link this innovation to the triumphant victories over the
Persians. Greeks tended to regard the Persian male’s mod-
esty of dress, preference for trousers, fondness for jewelry,
and luxurious long hair as proofs of effeminacy (see the
vase painting on page 73), whereas Greek men took pride
in exercising, sculpting their physiques, and participat-
ing in athletic contests in the nude. A Greek might have
said that only barbarians covered their shameful bodies in
constricting clothes; free men celebrate their individuality
in the care of the body and its representation in art.

The Athenians also made exceptional contributions to
architecture in this period. All Greek temples sought to cre-
ate an impression of harmony, but the Parthenon of Athens,
built between 447 and 438 B.C.E., is generally considered
the finest example (see page 60). Construction of this ex-
pensive and structurally ambitious building was urged on
the Athenians by Pericles as a tribute to their patron god-
dess, Athena Parthenos (“Athena the Virgin™), and as a sym-
bol of their own power, confidence, and genius.

The Daily Life of Athens:
Men, Women, and Slaves

Toward the end of his famous funeral oration, which
Thucydides quotes in his history, Pericles addresses only
a few brief remarks to the women of Athens who mourn
their fallen fathers, husbands, and sons in the first year of
the disastrous war with Sparta. He urges them to do three
things: rear more children for the support of Athens and its
wars, show no more weakness than is “natural to their sex.”
and attract no attention to themselves. His remarks reveal
widely held attitudes toward women in classical Greece,
although they may not reflect complex historical realities.

The growth of democracy did not lead to greater equal-
ity between the sexes; in fact, it had the opposite result.
In Mycenaean Greece, women had been viewed as possessing
extraordinary funds of courage and wisdom. They were prized
for their shrewd advice on political and military matters, and
they played an active role in the world. Sometimes they ruled
kingdoms in their own right. But as aristocratic ideals gave
way to more democratic ones, Greek women increasingly
spent their lives in the confinement of the home.

The importance of the hoplite infantry and its spirit of
shared purpose encouraged men to train together and to
develop close relationships. At the same time, that spirit of
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equality discouraged the political agency of women. Instead,
the production of children to supply the infantry became the
female imperative. Public spaces were largely restricted to male
activities, while domestic spaces were reserved for female en-
deavors such as child care and weaving. Respectable women
lived in seclusion, rarely venturing forth from their homes.

In Athens, girls could be married at age fourteen, to
husbands more than twice their age. A girl's father arranged
her marriage and provided a dowry that her husband could
use for her support. And shortly after a wife entered her new
home, a regular schedule of childbirth would begin. The aver-
age young wife would bear between four and six children be-
fore she died, usually around the age of thirty-five. Her place
might then be taken by another, younger woman.

Because respectable women seldom went beyond their
neighborhoods, since it was thought immodest for them to
be seen by men outside their immediate families, slaves did
most shopping or marketing for the household. Even at home,
women were expected to withdraw into private rooms if visi-
tors arrived. But they were not supposed to sit around idly, and
their main occupation was spinning and weaving. This was
true of all women, from royalty to slaves. And since women’s
work was basically menial, men looked down on them for it,
even though their own livelihoods and comfort depended on it.

There is even evidence suggesting that husbands were
not encouraged to form emotional attachments to their
wives, although some obviously did. In a revealing passage,
Herodotus reports of a certain Lydian king that he “fell in
love with his own wife, a fancy that had strange conse-
quences.” By contrast, an Athenian orator remarked that “we
have prostitutes for pleasure, concubines for daily physical
attendance, and wives to bear us legitimate children and
be our faithful housekeepers.” However, these perspectives
are offset by a range of archaeological and material evidence
(such as funerary monuments) that testify to women'’s valued
social roles, the affection of their husbands and children, and
even their wider economic and legal powers.

In addition to depending on the labor and fertility of
women, Athenians were as reliant on slaves as Spartans
were on helots. Without slavery, none of the Athenian
accomplishments in politics, philosophy, or art would
have been possible. The Athenian ideal of dividing
and rotating governmental duties among all free men
depended on slaves who worked in fields, businesses, and
homes. In fact, the Athenian democratic system began
to function fully only with the expansion of Athenian
commerce around 500 B.c.E., which enabled Athenians
to buy slaves in larger numbers. Freedom and slavery
were thus inescapably, and paradoxically, linked in this
democracy—much as they would be many centuries later
in the United States before the Civil War.

Although widespread, Athenian slavery was modest
ale. Slaves did not ordinarily work in teams or in facto-
e only exceptions were the state-owned silver mines,
sre large numbers of slaves toiled in miserable condi-
s, Most slaves were owned in small numbers by a wide
e of Athenian families, including the relatively poor.
- estic servants and farm laborers, slaves might even
onsidered trusted members of the household, although
e masters were legally empowered to beat them or abuse
1 concubines were often drawn from among this class
. Yet slaves could never be entirely dehumanized, as
were in modern slaveholding societies; the misfortune
cor ing a slave through debt was a reality of Athens’

recent past, and the real possibility of being enslaved in war
would become a widespread consequence of Athens’ over-
reaching ambitions.

“THE GREATEST WAR IN HISTORY”
AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

Ultimately, Athens’ foreign policy and imperial ambitions
undermined its civic and cultural achievements. Since
the 470s, Athens had begun crushing those allies who
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attempted to break from its control. By the early 440s, its
only rival for supremacy in the Greek world was Sparta.
Rather than attempting to maintain a balance of power,
however, Pericles adopted a more aggressive policy. In
order to ensure that military resources would be directed
toward any Spartan opposition, he concluded a formal
peace with Persia. Yet the sole purpose of the Delian League
had been the defense of Greece against Persian aggression,
so Athens now had no justification for compelling its
members to maintain their allegiance. Many remained
loyal nonetheless, enjoying the economic benefits of warm
relations with Athens. Others, however, did not, and
Athens found itself increasingly having to force its allies
back into line, often installing Athenian garrisons and
planting Athenian colonists—who retained their Athenian
citizenship—to ensure future loyalty.

In the context of recent history and longstanding Greek
values, such behavior was disturbing. The Persian wars
had been fought to preserve Greek independence. Now
Athens itself was becoming an oppressive, imperial power.
Foremost among its critics were the Corinthians, whose
own economic standing was threatened by Athenian domi-
nance. The Corinthians were close allies of the Spartans,
who were in turn the dominant power in what histori-
ans call the Peloponnesian League. (The Greeks called it
simply the “Spartans and their allies.”) When war finally
erupted between Athens and Sparta, Thucydides—himself
an Athenian—ascribed it to the growing power of Athens
and the anxiety this inspired in other poleis. No modern
historian has improved on Thucydides’ thesis. Yet for the
Athenians and their leaders, there could be no question
of relinquishing their empire, or the dream of dominating
the Mediterranean world. For Sparta and its allies, mean-
while, the prospect of relinquishing their independence
was equally unthinkable. Two very different ideas of Greek
superiority were about to fight to the death.

The Peloponnesian War Begins

When the Athenians and Spartans found themselves at war
with one another in 431 B.c.E., both sides believed a conclu-
sion would come quickly—a delusion common to many of
history’s pivotal contests. Instead, the war dragged on for
twenty-seven years. Thucydides, writing about it in exile,
recalled that he knew from the time of its outbreak that it
was going to be “the greatest war in history,” amounting
to the first world war. He also meant that it was the worst,
so devastating to both sides that it destroyed the Greeks’
proud heritage of freedom. By the time Athens was forced

to concede defeat, all the poleis were weakened to such an
extent that they would never again be able to withstand
outside threats.

From the beginning, Athens knew that it could not
defeat Sparta on land; and neither Sparta nor its allies had
a fleet capable of challenging the Athenians at sea. Pericles
therefore developed a bold strategy: he would pull the
entire population of Attica within the walls of Athens and
not attempt to defend the countryside against Sparta. For
sustenance, Athens would rely on supplies shipped in by
its fleet, which would also be deployed to ravage the coasts
of the Peloponnesus.

The Spartans duly plundered the farms and pastures
of Attica, frustrated that the Athenians would not engage
them in battle. Meanwhile, the Athenians inflicted signifi-
cant destruction on Spartan territory in a series of raids
and by successfully encouraging rebellion among the
helots. Time appeared to be on Athens’ side. But in 429 B.C.E.
the crowded conditions of the besieged city gave rise to a
typhus epidemic that killed over a third of the population,
including the aged Pericles.

Pericles’ death revealed that he had been the only man
capable of managing the dangerous political forces he had
unleashed. His successors were mostly demagogues, ambi-
tious men who played to the worst instincts of the crowd
(the demos). The most successful of these was Cleon, who
refused a Spartan offer of peace in 425 B.c.E. and continued
the war until his own death in battle four years later. It was
under Cleon that Thucydides was given the impossible task
of liberating a city under Spartan control; his failure in 423
led to his exile.

After the death of Cleon, a truce with Sparta was negoti-
ated by an able Athenian leader named Nicias (NICK-ee-ahs).
But Athenians continued to pursue a “dirty war” by preying
on poleis that it feared might support the Spartans. This led
to atrocities like the destruction of the entire city of Melos,
an island colonized by the Spartans that had maintained its
neutrality since the beginning of the war. When the inhabit-
ants of Melos refused to compromise this position by accept-
ing Athenian rule, Athens had the entire male population
slaughtered and every woman and child sold into slavery.

Thereafter, Athens' policy of preemptive warfare
proved destructive to itself. In 415 B.CE., a charismatic
young aristocrat named Alcibiades (al-ki-BY-uh-dees) con-
vinced the Athenians to attack the powerful Greek city of
Syracuse in Sicily, which was allegedly harrying Athenian
allies in the western Mediterranean. The expedition ended
disastrously, with the death or enslavement of thousands of
Athenian warriors.

News of the Syracusan disaster shattered the Athenians.
Many political leaders were driven from the polis as
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scapegoats, and in 411 B.C.E. a hastily convened assembly
of citizens voted the democracy out of existence, replacing
it with an oligarchy of 400 men, many of whom had been
bresent at this vote. The remains of the Athenian fleet, then
! tationed in Samos on the Ionian coast, responded by de-
claring a democratic government in exile under the leader-
ship of none other than Alcibiades. The oligarchy proved to
be brief, and democracy was restored to Athens by 409. But
a pattern of self-destruction had been established, making
it difficult for anyone in Athens or outside it to believe in
the possibility of restored greatness.

THE FAILURE OF
ATHENIAN DEMOCRACY

The Spartans too despaired of bringing the war to an end.

en in its weakened condition, the Athenian fleet was

vincible. Finally, Sparta turned to the Persians, who were

to avenge themselves on Athens and agreed to supply

gold and expertise necessary to train an effective Spartan

. Meanwhile, Athenians were turning against each

r and making the Spartans’ task easier. In 406 B.C.E., a

Athenian naval victory ended in a sudden storm that

ented Athenian commanders from rescuing the sail-

whose ships had been wrecked. A firestorm of protest
fanned by demagogues who insisted on making an ex-
of those generals brave enough to return to Athens.

of these was Pericles’ son Pericles, who died a victim of
ther’s policies. Through such measures, the Athenians
ted or exiled the last of their able commanders.

he poorly led Athenian fleet was destroyed in 404 B.C.E.
ships, the Athenians could neither feed themselves
end their city. The Spartans sailed the Aegean un-
d, installing pro-Spartan oligarchies. Finally, they
d Athens, which surrendered. Corinth and Thebes,
bering the ruthless treatment of Melos, called for
destruction. The Spartans refused, but imposed
rms: the dismantling of Athens’ defensive walls,
ping of its fleet, and the acceptance of an oligarchy
artan supervision. These so-called Thirty Tyrants
private property and murdered their political
Their excesses drove committed democrats to
perate coup, a bloodbath averted only through
on of the Spartan king.

end of 401 B.c.e., Athens had restored a sem-
emocratic governance, but it was never more
dow of its former self. Meanwhile, Sparta suc-
ens as the arbiter of the Greek world. But this

SOCRATES. According to Plato, Socrates looked like a goatman but
spoke like a god.

was a thankless job, made worse by the losses the Spartans
had suffered during the war and by the fact that they were
even more aggressive in their control than the Athenians
had been. In fact, the Spartans found themselves in a po-
sition they had avoided throughout their history, because
their far-flung interests now sapped their manpower and
undermined their control over the helots. They also faced
a reinvigorated Persian Empire, which increased its naval
presence in the Aegean.

These were the circumstances in which the Athenian
philosopher Socrates (469-399 B.cE) attempted to reform
his city’s ethical and political traditions. To understand
something of his accomplishments, and to assess the reasons
for his tragic death, we must trace briefly the history of philo-
sophical speculation in the half century before his birth.

The Pythagoreans and the Sophists

After the Persian conquest of lonia, many Milesian
philosophers fled to southern Italy. Philosophical
speculation thus continued in the Greek “far west.” A
major figure here was Pythagoras (pith-AG-or-us), who
founded a philosophical community. Pythagoras and
his followers regarded the speculative life as the highest
good, and believed that one must be purified of fleshly
desires in order to achieve this. Just as the essence of
life lay in the mind, they believed that the essence of the
universe was to be found not in the natural world but
in the study of abstractions. The Pythagoreans estab-
lished the key properties of odd and even numbers and
also proved an old Babylonian hypothesis in geometry,
known today as the Pythagorean theorem. Even though
they shunned the material world, they still exhibited the
characteristic Greek quest for regularity and predictabil-
ity in that world.
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Competing Viewpoints

Two Views of Socrates

Socrates as a Sophist

own time, however,

sEEEEEEEERSEEEES

STREPSIADES: See that he [Pheidippides]
learns your two Arguments, whatever
you call them—oh yes, Right and Wrong—
the one that takes a bad case and defeats
Right with it. If he can't manage both,
then at least Wrong—that will do—but
that he must have.

socraTes: Well, I'll go and send the
Arguments here in person, and they'll
teach him themselves.

sTREPSIADES: Don't forget, he’s got to
be able to argue againstany kind of justi-
fied claim at all.

RIGHT: This way. Let the audience see

you. . . .
WRONG: Sure, go wherever you like. The
more of an audience we have, the more

Maost people regard Socrates as the sage thinker who challeng
he was not so universally admired. In Aris
Strepsiades (strep-SlGHmuh-dees), goes to Socrates and his
and his son, Pheidippides (phi-DIP-pid-
implies throughout that Socrates is a charlatan w.

WRONG: Oh, just a few new ideas.
RIGHT: Yes, they're in fashion now, aren't
they, [to the audience] thanks to you
idiots. . . . [to Pheiddipides] You don't want
t0 be the sort of chap who's always in the
agora telling stories about other people’s
sex lives, or in the courts arguing about
some petty, filthy little dispute. . . .
WRONG: People here at the Thought
Shop call me Wrong, because | was the
one who invented ways of proving any-
thing wrong, laws, prosecutors, anything.
lsn't that worth millions—to have a really
bad case and yet win?...Suppose you
£all in love with a married woman—have a
bit of fun—and get caught in the act. As
you are nNow, without a tongue in your

tophanes’ come

ed the prevailing prejudices of his day. During his
dy The Clouds, the protagonist,
“Thought Shop” to ask that Socrates make him
ees), orators capable of winning lawsuits and growing rich. Aristophanes
ho teaches word games and tricks for hire.

whatever you like and get away withit. ..
and supposing you do get caught with
someone’s wife, you can say to him . ..
"What have | done wrong? Look at Zeus;
wasn't he always a slave of his sexual pas-
sions? And do you expect a mere mortal
like me to do any better than a god?” . ..
STREPSIADES [to Socrates]: | wonder ifyou'd
accept a token of my appreciation? But
my son, has he learned that Argument
we were listening to a moment ago?
SOCRATES: Yes, he has.

sTREPSIADES: Holy Fraud, how wonder-
full

sOCRATES: Yes, you'll now be able to win
any case at all.

Source: Aristophanes, The Clauds, trans. Alan H.

others of the same kind? . . . Shall we say,
“Yes, | do intend to destroy the Laws,
because the polis has wronged me by
passing a faulty judgment at my trial“? Is
this to be our answer, or what?

crito: What you have just said, by all
means, Socrates.

SOCRATES: Then supposing the Laws say,
“Was there provision for this in the
agreement between youand us, Socrates?
Or did you pledge to abide by whatever
judgments the polis pronounced? . ... [1]f
you cannot persuade your country you
must do whatever it orders, and patiently
submit to any punishment it imposes,
whether it be flogging or imprisonment.
And if it leads you out to war, you must
comply, and it is right that you should
do s0; you must not give way or retreat
or abandon your position. Both in war
and in the law courts you must do
whatever your city and your country
commands.”

ATES: Then consider the logical con-
suence. If we leave this place without
persuading the polis to let us go . ...
or are we not abiding by our just
ents?

| cant answer your question,
es. | am not clear in my mind.

res: Look at it this way. Suppose
ile we were preparing to run away
wever one should describe it), the
of Athens were to come and con-
‘us with this question: “Now,
, what are you proposing to do?
deny that by this act which you
mplating you intend, so far as
the power, to destroy us, the
d the whole polis as well? Do you
1t a city can continue to exist
e turned upside down, if the
ments which are pronounced in
o force but are nullified and
by private persons?“—How
answer this question, Crito, and

Source: Plato, Crito, excerpted (with medifica-
tions) from The Last Days of Socrates, trans. Hugh
Tredennick (New York: 1969), pp. 87-91.

Questions for Analysis |

1.Socrates actually refused to teach the il
art of “making the weaker argument .
defeat the stronger.” But in The Clouds,
Aristophanes shows him teaching how i
“to win any case at all.” Why were the
powers of persuasion considered poten-
tially dangerous in democratic Athens? J |
Why might Aristophanes choose to
represent Socrates in this way? |

2.How do the arguments of Plato’s
Socrates compare to those of Aristo-
phanes’ character? |

3. How does Socrates’ sense of honor and A
his duty toward the polis compare to ik
that of Tyrtaeus of Sparta (page 67)? 35‘

head, you're done for. But if you come
and learn from me, then you can do

Sommerstein (New York: 1973), pp- 148-50,

154, 15960 (slightly revised). or, if they did, what they wanted. He thus concluded that

there could be no absolute standards of right and wrong.
Empirical facts, established by the perception of the senses,
were the only source of knowledge. And because each man
experienced the world in a different way, there could be
only particular truths valid for the individual knower.
Such teachings struck many Athenians as dangerous.
Sophists like Protagoras made everyday life a subject for l
philosophical discussion, but their relativism could too ]
easily degenerate into a conviction that the wise man (or the I

soundly I'll trounce you.

riGHT: What sort of trick will you use? ‘eanwhile, philosophy as it developed in mainland

Ce was more attuned to questions of ethics and poli-
The increasing power of individual citizens begged the
n of how a man should conduct himself, in public
tivate life, so as to embrace “the beautiful and the
_or at least to advance himself by the use of his wits.
Swer this latter need were a new group of teachers
i as Sophists, a term meaning “wise men.” Unlike the
philosophers or the Pythagoreans, however, the
5ts made a living from selling their knowledge. Their

Socrates and the Laws of Athens

According to his pupil Plato, Socrates spent the last days of his life in conversation with his friends and followers, some
of whom urged him to escape from captivity and live in exile. In the dialogue Crito, a young aristocrat of that name

argues that the very laws that have condemned Socrates are unjust, and that by choosing to obey them Socrates is

giving them a legitimacy they do not deserve. Halfway through the debate, Socrates turns the tables on him.

socraTes: | should like you to consider
whether we are still satisfied on this
point: that the really important thing is
not to live, but to live well.

crito: Why, yes.

socraTes: And that to live well means the
same thing as to live honorably, or rightly?

CRITO: Yes.

socraTes: Then in light of this agree-
ment we must consider whether or not it
is right for me to try to get away without
an official pardon. If it turns out to be
right, we must make the attempt; if not,
we must let it drop. . . .
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crito: | agree with what you saj

Socrates. . . .

soCRATES: Well, here is my next point, 0f

rather question. Ought one to fulfill all
are

one's agreements, provided they
right, or break them?
criTo: One ought to fulfill them.

ings are best exemplified by Protagoras (pro-TAG-or-
1older contemporary of Socrates. His famous dictum,
the measure of all things, means that goodness,
and justice are relative concepts, adaptable to the
$and interests of human beings. They are not moral
lies, established by the gods. Indeed, Protagoras de-
d that no one could know whether the gods existed

wise polis) is the one best able to manipulate others. Both
individually and collectively, this conviction could ratio-
nalize monstrous acts of brutality—like those committed
by Athens in the case of Melos. Indeed, the lessons of the Il
Peloponnesian War went a long way toward demonstrat-
ing the disastrous consequences of this self-serving logic: if
justice is merely relative, then neither personal morality nor
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