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in the US were not enlightened. As adults, those victims find it difficult to get even with bl
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classmates and teachers. For instance, the killer of thirty-two innocent college students and a o 3““?“
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member of the faculty in 2007 at the Virginia Tech decided to target less vulnerable group as yoed.
surrogates for his former classmates who had bullied him in middle and high school (How To )
Hows
Prevent School Shootings - The Boston Globe N.p). From this experience, it can also be s i
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concluded that Nikolas Cruz might have employed the same psycho-logic in executing his crime. ¢ 5
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Breaking the Culture of Silence {
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The culture of silence among the students in the US schools prevents effective prevention ﬁ;’:‘;
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of a potential school shooting. It was common for students to ignore any remark about some winis
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criminal plans to remain silent because snitching was considered an uncool behavior even when 4“::“‘(;“" )
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it could potentially save lives. However, the 1999 Columbine massacre helped change the
students’ perceptions making them willing to report any security issue to the resource officer,
their parents or their teachers (How To Prevent School Shootings - The Boston Globs a
result, some planned school massacres including the New Bedford and Marshfield have been
averted. Although most classmates knew that Nikolas Cruz was fascinated with guns and
violence, no one reported such behavior to the relevant authorities to avert any impending
problem (Ray Sanchez@ Therefore, all the school stakeholders should do anything possible
to ensure that reporting a threatening behavior becomes socially acceptable among the students.
Reduce the Excessive Media Coverage

Reducing the media coverage of school rampages to a reasonable extent would be
another effective measure of curbing mass school shootings. The role that the media plays in
informing the public is a noble one. Also, extensive media coverage of various tragic actions

gives comfort to the grieving residents of Parklands, Florida. However, giving excessive
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television coverage to the incidences of the school shooting and other criminal activities results
in the copycat phenomenon where other potential criminals are motivated to execute their plans
in different locations. For instances, most students who attacked their classmates in 1999 were
influenced by the activities of the Columbine massacre (How To Prevent School Shootings - The
Boston Globe@ Therefore, the extensive media coverage of the previous school shootings
might have also motivated Cruz to kill his schoolmates.
Reinstate the ban on Assault Weapons < 7

It makes common sense to reduce the accessibility of semi-automatic rifles because they
have been used in most school shootings. Reinstating the ban on assault weapon will ensure that
such weapons do not reach the hands of troubled people suffering from various mental and
psychological problems. Nikolas Cruz suffered from a psychological condition because his
mother was dead, he had no good relationship with the family that took him in, and he had been
expelled from the school (Ray Sanche@

{: /)thm;?ncreasing rate of school shooting crimes in the US is primarily caused by bullying
and oth;rﬁr.];)sychological factors. The case of Nikolas Cruz indicates that psychological factors
also play a significant role. After being expelled from school, Cruz was motivated to revenge by
executing mass killings in the school compound. Given his violent behavior and the obsession
with guns, Cruz should have been identified as a risky person who should not be allowed to have
access to guns. Therefore, implementing legislation that limits access to guns will prevent future

incidences of school shootings. i gt B S
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