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e Gilded Age and the Progressive Era

3. Theodore Roosevelt Announces the
New Nationalism, 19 10

a In cvery wise struggle for human betterment one of the main objects, and often
T the only object, has been to achieve in large measure equality of opportunity. In the
: struggle for this great end, nations risc from barbarism to civilization, and through
ks it people press forward from one stage of ealightenment {0 the next. One of the
chicf factors in progress is the destruction of special privilege. The essence of any
struggle for healthy liberty has always been, and must always be, to take from
lass of men the right to enjoy power, of wealth, or position, or

sofme ohe man or ¢
jrmmunity, which has not been carned by service 0 his or their fellows. That is

what you fought for in the Civil War, and that is what we strive for now.

At many stages in the advance of humanity, this conflict between the men who
possess more than they have earned and the men who have earned more than they
possess is the ceniral condition of progress. In our day it appeats as the struggle of
S frec men to gain and hold the right of self-government a5 against the special interests,
| who twist the methods of free govemnment into machinery for defeating the popular
will. At every stage, and under all circumstances, the essence of the struggle is to
L equalize opportunity, destroy privilege, and give to the life and citizenship of every

individual the highest possible value both to himself and to the commonwealth, That

it is nothing new. . ..
, I stand for the square deal. Butw

s ot ...

M P i

AT

hen [ say that T am for the square deal, ] mean

not mercly that I stand for fair play under the present rules of the game, but that 1
stand for having those rules changed so as to work for a more substantial equality
of opportunity and of reward for equally good service. . .

Now, this means that our government, national and state, must be freed from
the sinister influence or control of special interests. Exacily as the special interests
of cotton and slavery threatened our political integrity before the Civil War, so now
the great special business interests too often control and corrupt the men and
methods of government for their own profit. We must drive the special interests out
of politics. . ...

The true friend of property, the true conservative, is he who insists that property
shall be the servant and not the master of the commonwealth; who inssts that the
iH creature of man's making shall be the servant and not the master of the man who

; made it. The citizens of the United States must effectively controt the mighty com-
mercial forces which they have themselves calied into being. . . .

Combinations in industry are the result of an imperative cconomic law which
cannot be repealed by political legislation. The effort at prohibiting all combina-
tion has substantiaily failed. The way out lies, pot in attempting to prevent such
combinations, but in completely controlling them in the interest of the public wel-

. fare, For that purpose the Federal Bureau of Corporations is an agency of first im-
| portance. Its powers, and therefore, its efficiency, as well as that of the Integstate

Commerce Commission, should be largely increased, We have 2 right 0 cxpect

from the Bureau of Corporations and from the Interstate Coromeice Commission 3
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very high grade of public service. We should be as sure of the proper conduct of 1,
interstate railways and the proper management of interstate business as we are pgy
sure of the conduct and management of the national banks, and we should have a4
effective supervision in one case as in the other. . . .

But I think we may go still further. The right to regulate the use of weajip
in the public interest is universally admitted. Let us admit also the right to reguiate
the terms and conditions of labor, which is the chief element of wealth, directly
in the interest of the commaon good. The fundamental thing to do for every man jg
to give him a chance to reach a place in which he will make the greatest possible

y power, or wealth, or pesition, or ] contribution to the public welfare. Understand what I say there. Give him a chance,
ce to his or their fellows. That is = not push him up if he will not be pushed. Help any man who stumbles; if he lieg
what we strive for now. i; " down, itis & poor job to try to carry him; but if he is a worthy man, try your best 1o
this conflict between the men who e I sec that he gets a chance to show the worth that is in him. Ne man can be a good
n who have eamed morc than they = 31 citizen unless he has o wage more than sufficient to cover the bare cost of living,
ur day it appears as the struggle of “|" and hours of labor short enough so that after his day’s work is done he will haye
ment as against the special interests, = = time and energy to bear his share in the management of the community, to help in
nachinery for deleating the popular W carrying the gencral load. We keep countless men from being good citizens by the

55, the essence of the struggle is to
to the life and citizenship of every
self and to the commonwealth, That

conditions of life with which we surround them. We need comprehensive work-
men's compensation acts, both state and national laws to regulate child labor and
== work for women, and, especially, we need in our common schools not merely edu-
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cation in book learning, but also practical training for daily life and work.

4. Woodrow Wilson Proclaims the New Precedom, 1913

Nowhere else in the world have noble men and women exhibited in more striking
forms the beauty and the energy of sympathy and helpfulness and counsel in their
efforts to rectify wrong, alleviate suffering, and set the weak in the way of strength
and hope. We have built up, moreover, a great system of govemment, which has
stood through a long age as in many respects a model for those who seek to sct
liberty upon foundations that will endure against forwitous chunge, against storm
and accident. Our life contains every great thing, and contains it in rich abundance,

But the cvil has come with the good, and much fine gold has been corroded.
With riches has come inexcusable waste. We have squandered a great part of what
we might have used, and have not stopped to conserve the exceeding bounty of na-
ture, without which our genius for enterprise would have been worthless and im-
potent, scoming to be carciul, shamefully prodigal as well as admirably efficient.
We have been proud of our industrial achievements, but we have not hitherio
stopped thoughtfully enough to count the human cosl, the cost of lives snuffed out,
of energies overtaxed and broken, the fearful physical and spiritual cost to the men
aod women and children upon whotn the dead weight and burden of it all has fallen
pitilessly the years through. The groans and agony of it all had not yet reached our
cars, the solemn, moving undertone of our life, coming up out of the mines and
factories and out of every home where the struggle had its intimate and familiar
seat. With the great Government went many deep secret things which we too long

Wilson’s First Inaugural Address, 63d Cong,, special session (March 4, 1913), Senate Doc, 1. 3, pp. 3-6.




