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EXERCISE 35—CHECK IT

TIME NEEDED: 10 minutes x session
MATERIALS NEEDED: Timer; draft of your introduction

This week, you will practice systematically checking the draft of your intro-
duction (purpose statement, rationale, literature review, and theoretical
framework). Go through each question in the checklist below and answer
honestly those that apply to your piece. If you sense certain segments need
more work (either generating new text or editing), tackle the problem right
then: Either spend time generating/editing, or make a note to yourself, i

the text, to return to that portion to add or rewrite.
Dedicate 10 minutes per writing session to the checklist below. If yo

find you need more time, that’s okay, but don’t binge and dedicate yo

entire writing session to the checklist. Keep in mind you risk burning ¢

and not wanting to return to your text if you binge write.

Checklist for Introductions’

O Is the problem, topic, research question, or hypothesis I propose to add
presented clearly? Can readers outside my field easily identify WHAT
proposing to do, even if they do not understand my subject area well?

0O Is the importance of my topic, problem, or research question evident to
reader? Can readers outside my field identify my rationale (WHY I am prop
ing this), even if they cannot understand the specific arguments or availi

data?
0 Does my introduction contain a clear purpose statement or a sentence b
:Emiwva%rmvﬁvomaom this paper/grant is . . . ”? f

[ Does my introduction contain any unnecessary information? Can I del

O Do I cite sources to support my problem (research question, topic, or hypot !

00 Do I cite sources that contradict the importance of my problem/topic (alt

tive points of view)? Am I being fair in presenting the alternative arguiy

0 Do I cite authoritative sources from my field of study?

00 Do I cite recently published literature?

O Does my literature review show I know the most important and
sources regarding my topic (published as well as unpublished)?

O Is my literature biased exclusively toward my field? Many topics hav
studied by different disciplines, yet we often tend to confine our re

our particular area. For example, adolescent pregnancy prevention is a

topic in the public health and pediatric medicine literature, but it has al
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matic than the traditional ones). Even
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ent book, published in 2012 by
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3. Adapted from Reitt’s (1984) article
Questions a Scholar or Scientist Must Ask of Any Manuscript i

an Editor or Referee Must Also Consider.”
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