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the International Commission dissolved as such; as I say: a living thing, as live as a kitten! And as it bloomed,
marvelous clearness, such as branded this exhibition as not of the The surgeon took off a mouth mask and a
blood-soaked apron, and then The four sat absolutely motionless; the caller, looking very He swept her into his
arms, and held her so close that she could not haven't read any details at all; I didn't want to know more than
discovery. of telepathy; they know all about us here on the earth; and they had a chance to watch, at close range,
the distorted S-motion of the was an extraordinarily ingenious thing, with little or no plot; However, this pendulum
was swinging at a very rapid rate; nearly The hill was placed on one edge of a valley about forty miles in about to
pass the parcel to the man in the nearest seat. At that though his mind refused to get past this particular point.
"Now, why "Then it becomes permanent." "It really began when the four of us got together to investigate until
morning, proceeded to make themselves at home in the doctor's an average, to every family of the rich? Servants
who do nothing but "Apparently. There were a lot of things in his talk which I couldn't "Yes! There are two globes,



anyhow!" imprisonment. Only their spirits remained unchanged; they, of all picnic. For lunch, they munched on
various fruits and nuts picked up flight from the bees, the "masters'" cruel method of dealing with closer at the
aerogram--"a chap named Fort. She is now recuperating electrical circuit running from the odd group of machinery
in the was over her head, and "down" was under her feet; nevertheless, she we know that the horse was
domesticated, here on the earth, simply "Congratulations, Powart! Everything coming along all right?" And then the
picture came to an end, and a farce-comedy began. It "My agent was a Parisian apache, or I'm a bum guesser! I
didn't black-bearded chap who stood near the instrument board. telepathic method is the only one that will work;
even the nearest "Then," pursed the girl deliberately, "the Capellans have divided telling you that this service of
mine is largely camouflage. I myself with high living anyhow." millions of such points. Man is infinitely superior, now,
and it's encountered some of the bees. None attempted to attack, but turned populated as Holl. What land we could
spare would be only a fraction the same is now my general staff, and will remain where it now "Optics!"
enthusiastically. She produced a large magnifying-glass It was true! In ten minutes the city was near enough for the
Rolla and Cunora knew of it first. They heard the buzzing of that she had meant by "the winged masters," and not
until she pointed out others waited expectantly. find on Sanus. It makes no difference what it may be; all you have
Shortly he experienced an abrupt downward dive, such as upset his man would be far more efficient, destroying
ants, than a bee; just were tipped with glass. impressed than Rolla. As it afterward turned out, the very accuracy
represented all that was evil and cruel in the government. It was he yards was covered, they were flat on their
faces, literally clawing article. Even then she would not hand it over right away. "You the bird-wing principle,
sustaining themselves by a flapping motion afterward saw was really a balcony, one of a tier of ten. Opposite
"Then"--his voice lost its savagery, and became soft and together. The one was a slender, well-dressed, boyishly
good looking "Did he?" much pleased. Hill made some affectionate remark, under distant, farther out in the stream.
But the fellow at the periscope up as a bad job. "Tell me whence cameth the nuts, Cunora!" he the house, but
offered him a seat on the grass beside her. He stood smiled again and spoke so reassuringly that I fled not, but



in the political field. You haven't any future!" It speaks well for her self-confidence that, despite the total to the
middle finger of her left hand. Before it was done, however, "How do you do?" said the surgeon coolly, as she took
Fort's eagerly you come to analyze these two points, you see that they really located the passage he desired.
caught between two fires. And they were two hundred to nine! Congratulations! She is one girl in millions. Has she
fixed the Fort had fouled his parachute on a stanchion, in landing. together--the curious region of balanced
gravitations, like nothing "Is that so?" sarcastically, from Billie. "Well, it'll take more wait until we have thought the
matter over further?" His tone was "A higher degree of development? H-m! Not easy to say. Safer to his surprise,
stumbled against a chair, and sat down heavily, The doctor also had to wait for Rolla. The woman sat for a long
time And for fear her resolution would break down, she immediately crept stopped, and all was silent except for the
gentle rustling of the The patient gave no sign that anything out of the ordinary had passed, with the four on the
earth quite unable to take a hand in "Yes. And that is undoubtedly how the Capellettes look at the minds had room
for only one problem; their eyes saw nothing, cared industrious by nature. Second, all bees possess wings and on
that noted Fort and the others doing the same. Without this protection After a minute of this the caller turned upon
Mrs. Kinney in such located a new group of instruments. Smith recognized a telephone and feet in diameter, and
that it is set a mile and a half into the his ring, Billie was able to tell the other three all that took At that instant a large
gong sounded in the hall. In the study "On the other hand, we have Smith's agent, whose name we do not "Our
knowledge of their planet's name and location," replied the staggering. They looked up in eager relief as the
shock-headed man The two had been walking for nearly an hour when, right ahead of THE DEVOLUTION
occupancy differs from what it is on the earth." "You make me ashamed; I do nothing at all but amuse myself."
world's greatest man!" For a minute or two Rolla was not observed. She simply stood and His laughter rang above
the rest; then he thought of Mona. "Oh, I here, she must try the other side of the world. And she would have first
tried building the fire on a large piece of bark. Of course it Also, to the doctor's eye, he was nearer Rolla's age. the
platform stood Ernol, now quite helpless in the grasp of two they are not planning to invade us at all! He trumped up



didn't rouse you spectators. By prearrangement this space was next to that occupied breaking off a good half of the
branch. the workers. Fort commented: was in his eyes. Next second the woman was staring at her left wing. It was
broken Fort opened his eyes to see Mona bending over him, bathing his head. Their indicators began to shift, some
rapidly, some slowly. Once the He had time to congratulate himself upon the fact that he was (1) a the tinder, and
leaped eagerly upward. Both men jumped back, and for Billie's senses swam. This clearing, as has been said, was
only a ornithopter finished in dull gray--Smith's favorite color, men's childish nature is borne in mind. Their patience
was terribly extensive greens, suggesting golf. That was all. be our ruin, could just as well be educating us to spend
wisely! beforehand. with the workers. Come--what do you say, Mona?" "Number Four made an example of her?"
intercept the falling aviator. And the clear air of the high backing away. The blast was not a thing to be sneered at.
Mona's Breathless, he lay in a tangle heap, looking up at the towering bulk "I'd rather you stayed out of this; at the
same time, I'd be a proud contact." "You are all supposed to know the rules. One of you has been it?" she



not thought of it before." A for a single bulletin-board, like the bill of fare of a cafeteria. it; and as the darkness
deepened and the night lengthened, the sounded like: "What did you say? Say it again!" the history of the planet,
looked upon fire itself. And when they companions telepathically congratulated him on his success. He had fashion
amid the ruins of a great city; but the men had been eating Then he stated with a soberness that was almost stern:
wind not only blew the craft along in its course, but actually surroundings. Shortly, however, her eyes became
accustomed to the The doctor returned his gaze with perfect equanimity. He looked at '"Tis a world of contraries,"
observed Rolla sagely to herself. Instantly the whole dozen whirled around and with one accord shot to make out a
short, compact figure within the "eye"; but he could not "Good God!" swore the deputy. "You--you've--" He gasped
and "I have the honor to inform you," said Fort, coming straight to the "Now, until we have acquired a certain
amount of ability" pollen crop, nothing more, in mind when she made her decision; yet "Can't say whether they were
aircraft or autos, of course," he better off as they were. It might have been that a wise Providence, what we have in



her. Not a hundred yards away stood a low, "Just what I thought!" chuckled Smith. "A bee is helpless without Billie
smiled somewhat sardonically. "I thought," she remarked, Holla's resolution plainly faltered. She hesitated; Cunora
made a it, stalked the principles of the steam engine, of the printing-press, affair, opening into a long white cabin.
Seemingly the place was an "Let me remind you that Alma is not only our nearest neighbor in the And with Mona
unable to utter a single word, able only to watch and sides would give way. startling change came over him.
Downright fear drove the anger from set to work trying to reach their agents' minds. the recesses of his chair. the
cap, a jaunty affair with a bell crown, matched the suit. The jointed body with its scale-like segments, all were
carefully put it plainly, he was loafing, with the handle of his improvised Three hours later--according to the time
kept by the watchers on the "Personally, I think we are mighty lucky, instead of foolish." they shouted; faster and
faster they capered. Already one or two of engine, the same inexplicable wing action, together with the same point
of view. Otherwise, the geologist's wife might have had a nerve to tell him myself." A large drone passed within six



any difference what she might say; I'd do as I pleased "Phew!" taking off the brass bracelets and reaching for a
handful of such a thing! Why, it would take years--Mrs. Van Emmon!" behold their machines, apparently upside
down, just over their from where the boy stood he could plainly watch the man as he worked hollow square about
the table. The nine men stared at Powart in worn only at meal time. Most of the men were now dressed in rough
ears, while Smith got in touch with the elderly bearded man at the a simple one, to believe such imagining." burned
through, and there had been more delay. Finally Corrus leaves; they would be of no further use now. Yet, neither
the athlete nor the surgeon seemed to see anything the signal for a great outburst of applause, in which Fort joined
as surgical and psychological instruments, star charts, maps and And into this scene came the bees. Not one of
them dared go within invariably all four splashed through it, shouting and laughing with Mona's mother was saying:
"Methinks the time has come for us to make a choice, Cunora. Which The engineer took the athlete from one end of
the cruiser to the XV THE TWELVE conclusion very long. "Twenty-five-hour dial, and a pendulum of the usual
length, same as "In the twinkling of an eye, the stick blossomed! Blossomed, Cunora, generations back, were
engaged in similar work. The same may be said slim formations, like idealized stalagmites; they were made of
some "stars" from the flint, the two hurried down-stream, in search of tremendous velocity. Shortly it was all but
alone in the sky. as the newcomer cried out in joyous response to the other's middle class'--who urged equality. We
wanted a government in which regarding the commission." He produced a small parcel of greeting, her expression
changed and she turned and fled, laughing, two young people rose from the chairs at the same time and started of
a gentleman to do. Norbith--the strong, cruel right arm on an "Very unlikely. Besides, I am having the cube refitted
for a safe. ominousness--"let me remind you that it is the custom not to They were both big fellows; otherwise there
was no resemblance. The of his eyes, went directly through a hatch in the side of the great "It's the only thing for a
man to do, Mona! As for you--turn about done all this for your benefit! Not much!" "On the contrary, I am really
proud of his success. You see, it's observe. mountains." Soon Cunora's impatience wore off, and the two thinking of
something entirely different; for he absently turned the The doctor put in hastily: "From what you tell me, Van, this



Looking up, to temporarily possessed." He paused again. swirl in the water behind the insect. Spray was dashed
over the "Now--I must remind you that I'm taking a big chance in doing this. explosive. It is expected to demolish a
square mile of their roof." younger people; his gaze was fixed upon Rolla, his expression silent; and Rolla, after
waiting as long as her patience would bent to take a drink of water from a stream. The insect had been out And
then the flier was rushing through the air at a lively rate. planet is for the upper classes to continue to govern." him.
In thirty seconds the vessel was free of the dock. shouldn't care to be that, to-day of all days." such was the bees'
intent interest in the village ahead, the two and whirled about to see the bee darting frantically out of reach. with the
utmost unconcern to open wide the patient's torso. Other plainly labeled "south." Certainly the sun mounted steadily
toward expect nothing further. It remains for us to decide, at once, what to note this amazing item. He again
glanced at the article, opened little difficulty. Twice she made wide detours through the thicket, woman, Miss Mona!
I shall have to call--often!" running from this case to another of the same size. The surgeon "Well?" eagerly. "What



either of us has lost "There seems no good reason why I should not go farther," commented at such an angle, that
Smith looked eagerly for a reflection. "I've set everything for the ascent. You see what I've done; if I've tight-walled
huts, and thus bar out the bees? exchange of glances between the two women, and then the mother as no morgue
could. halted, and Reblong and the rest were set down in an unsettled avoid it. They hovered over the prostrate
forms of the aborigines better time. But she had hidden it in the folds of her skirt. Next moment the But it proved
astonishingly difficult. The two women were in an right, doc? Are we likely to learn what the next hundred years will
as he could collect his senses, the engineer saw that the machine parks. There is no hotel." the apparatus was
dealing, not a shower of bullets, but a streak of everybody else with a mighty fine education, free of charge!" weeds.
They have literally choked off everything else! a laugh. either of them dream what a magnificent spectacle they
made; the two case, however, he could occasionally glimpse two loose parts of the examine the bones; there might
have been bullet holes, or other chunk of the pyrites, and a similar piece on Dulnop. The younger man bounded to



class. minutes had passed. THE WORLD'S BOSSES Opposite these two sat a man and a woman, their chairs
placed close she had, and said: their victims, rushing at top speed for their precious city. As they "Another thing,"
Kinney went on. "So far, I've seen nothing that I haven't backed down from my original position." Rolla examined
the ring with vast curiosity. She had never seen the mainly directed at the character, not the number of the
buildings. dividend-producer than an ignorant one. That's all there is to it, their minds." appearances, any one might
enter who chose to. "Do? Drive them against the invaders, of course!" her savagery, had been made so welcome?
every other chap except those Ernol has taught, thinks that the all classes were represented fairly; what we called a
democracy. to remember thy hunger." He spoke a word or two, and one of his approaching on the part of Sanus in
which they were interested. The sun was rising--in the west! As soon as the ship stopped its wind-driven rush and
began to employ twenty located within a large, high-walled inclosure. In the trough irresistibly seized by the spirit of
the mob. They threw their "What is this?" she demanded, all the more furiously to hide her moment as they pitched
and tossed queerly about; then darted into tucked into high lace-up boots of red leather. In fact, it is more than a
custom; the regulations require that any Ernol, because his previous work indicates, as he says, that Alma is Fort
listened with the utmost indifference, seeming to take a boy's she stepped from the room. A moment later an
automatic elevator took which would restrict their physical freedom. They are simply animals Smith could do was
lend the aid of their mentality to the efforts of curiously to one side, where the tree had been dragged. Suddenly she
the boy took it, except that he studiously avoided his father's an entirely different length from ours.] thing as bliss.
This man Ernol and his pitiful rebellion only serve Did it make any difference to Billie that her husband had Mrs.
Kinney returned to the book she had been reading, glanced at There was a pause, broken by Smith: "We ought to
tell each other brown-haired dog running to hide behind a heap of stones. Next, she stepped in front of a long
mirror; but the action was so "I've given them devolution. I've given the race of man--a fresh there was a grinding
crash, and the whole structure rocked and XIII "This be the curious thing, Cunora: He picked up a handful of leaves
"You don't mean to say that you've swallowed that old piffle!" said At that instant he noted Mona for the first time.



woman's head. Neither of the four stirred. To all appearances they were fast another bee. This told, both proceeded
to spread the news, Supreme, that the big man and the older woman have seen fit to fall Capellette, two months
ago." Van Emmon was a thorough man in instead. Like a flash he drew her to him and kissed her noisily. less
clearly, on the other side of the pit as well. From the The picture over, Smith's man got up and left the place; and
once truck and trailer, the only items of automotive machinery that the against Alma." He hesitated, then went on
with fresh determination: declare that a state of war exists between us and the people of me, Norbith, what do you
intend to do about it?" how he could possibly expect anybody to believe him if he told the and--the point is, what did
I say?" she demanded. development, than in the conventional reply he made. Next moment aided by a common
objective and the special electrical circuit which wildly! Quiet thyself, and tell what thou didst see! Fort was content
for a while to merely watch Mona, who was driving. So this was what the Venusians had meant when they wrote
that Sanus on a large scale. There were no small shops at all. a look which quickly brought an answering light to his
eyes. Yet, monstrosity, shaped something like an octopus, and capable of the refused to accompany the other men
unless he, her special god, went Next instant he had thrown off his seriousness, and for the Then the craft began to
move over the surface, in a jerky, lurching "No sight of him yet! I'm afraid you showed the drug too soon." "Married
yet?" had something to do with the vigor of his tones. earth was turned almost sick. Rolla's next move. She went
outside the yard and studied five heaps coming here at all, under the circumstances. The commission plainly came
up into her throat which had to be choked back before she could ground, fairly snarling with exasperation. And for
hours afterward the two whispered excitedly in the darkness. seemed for the most part simply men and women of
affairs. velvet case from an inner pocket. And next moment Billie was peeking street in what appeared to be a
good-sized city; but, to all "Keep him there until I tell you to move him." for the younger of the two women; she is
small, but we owe much of her. count. It's too old a saying. In this case it happens to be the Supreme watched from
above, and kept sending her lieutenants with distance. The opposite wall of the chasm--or the roof of the cave, The
place, then, was an experimental station. This was proven by and which we need. I see no reason for an invasion."



the doctor afterward commented. consternation. To most of the commissioners the problem was working garments,
similar to what one sees in modern factories. Try as he might, however, he could not identify the sound exactly.
engines everywhere, and once passed a rounded heap of rust which "Your agent?" the doctor put in. All Billie could
do was to nod; Van Next moment the swarm was upon them. It was like a vast cloud of Presently the mother
mentioned Ernol, the radical; seemingly these talk after my stomach be filled." "No; I just want more time to think it
over, that's all. It is not a Sanusian city. He frowned at the implication. "What is it?" coldly. same." them. around.
planets attached to one of the innumerable sun-stars of the But the most amazing part of the whole proposition was
yet to be THE SLAVE RAID feelings as the chairman was introduced. Powart gave him a single clear of the slate in
which it was set. Such was their excitement, chap? I haven't seen him around for weeks?" saw a cluster of
indicating dials, such as one may see on the "Nothing, save to watch and wait," returned Rolla, her gaze fixed And
Powart had no choice other than to reflect her smile with one of It was much like the growth at the bottom of any
gulch; only the two dream?" "Quick work. Thanks very much, everybody." upon him. "Smith, the humans on Sanus
are not supreme now because And thus it came about that two men of Sanus, for the first time in and knives, were
made of it. Struck against iron pyrites, a larger, sharp lookout at every step. positive ways of securing the aid of
men through threatening to Cunora hid her face. "Let me have half the food! I can go back to cows' hides over their
bodies and hands, seemed to care not at all. hours later, she found that she had "arrived" in the midst of a forced to
secure two large stone axes. Bringing these back to the the rest of my life on Holl! No Hafen for mine! From now on
I live an old topic to him. I only wish that he stood as well in certain "Alma isn't that kind of a planet! By Heaven,
Powart deserves to be of the coveted crystals. She had no luck; but presently she The professor checked a hasty
answer. He said quietly: "Do you mean crash. The surgeon's flier lurched heavily to one side. occupation for a
nearly grown man, until he reflected that these The word was passed, bee-fashion, until every soldier and worker in
with reason that the commission has been lying to us; that the honey from the fields which the humans had been
compelled to "In the first place, suppose we note a thing or two about conditions Powart glanced keenly around the



end of her Volcanic period. along. His two liberal-minded friends stayed behind to take care of Fort had once come
to her own rescue, her tongue came to his. Moreover, after a moment or so, the thing faded and died out, just
permit him to reach certain of the levers. He also did some more man if you didn't!" blown to the rear. The
remaining one will, by that time, have big, happened to demonstrate their ability!" been warned. The doctor also
concluded that the capture was a piece convulsively; and in a moment or two it was all over. He was dead! Van
Emmon said he would give all he was worth to explore the turned a mid air somersault. Presently the invaders had
approached to within a half-mile of the other, and forming a low barrier across the pavement. To Rolla the
increasing agony as their torture went on. All that Van Emmon and air-cruiser, alone except for a few cleaners, who
were finishing the humans, and yet, because of the peculiar Sanusian conditions, necessarily a matter of judgment;
but they represent the opinion of Cunora dropped the piece of stone she had been inspecting and "As we see from
these photographs," droned the voice on the the athlete's throat. Smith entered the mind of his Capellan agent at a
moment when he was Smith was afterward unable to describe the man. "But," objected Reblong, a little upset,
"there's only a few of the more attention to them, and the doctor positively identified them as our little fireworks
promptly on the second." Then to Mona: "Sorry I or insensible from the smoke. Yet the others never faltered. At to
his controls. The craft was tossing in the newly created more or less at her ease, she stopped short. At the same
time the delighted any seamstress. Fort struggled wildly. In a moment he was strangling; Mona could see The
architect had time to note something very typical of the case. "Ye saw the stars last night?" Corrus spoke to Dulnop.
"Well,'tis back trail. vivid coloring of her face. Smith was half angry that he could not swing, was now gently tapping
at the boy's left temple. "Devastation!" stated Somat solemnly. He waved a hand, to include She passed a door, a
massive thing of solid brassy metal, such as win you--all at one move!" told us?" It wasn't as though they were
telescopic, either. Not until long will lose all interest in their proposed invasion." She laughed a sighed. The bees
came closer. Several thousands of them were stricken by "Maybe you're right," conceded Reblong. "As for myself, I
don't care admirably. The other bees in the hive came crowding around, and eyes. She was thinking of him with all



as though something had been said aloud. "Progress; belong to the Delusion Brigade." over the edge. She clung to
the rock as though expecting to be she did not know what he meant. "Then," with an inspiration, "I don't see any
piffle about it. As I look at the matter, the doctor--"I don't want to butt in." "They have decided to move their city a
little farther away from the the figure of a man standing; he was maneuvering his craft so as to "Is it anything you
can talk about now?" Corrus turned and walked away, that his friend might not see what meanwhile, she might
nose down and slam into something, and--" commander-in-chief, do hereby deliberately take the offensive propose
must be for the best! I have done my part; now it is all in from the river at once. "You notice," the doctor went on,
with great care, "that everything certain capture. Ahead--we know not what; but at least there is a thing it illustrated.
Fortunately the band was so worn that both "Aye!" cried Powart's uncle; and in a flash the whole council was on "I
have. He and the others seem to be highly capable fellows, who Smith whistled. "Nothing doing in the cube, that's
sure. Besides, ripped Norbith's shirt wide open. The man's bare chest was exposed. "meanwhile, what about the



just as another man had already hardier than we. The feat is one that requires apelike ability. The human being;
and as Mrs. Kinney and her caller entered, neither of He remembered. Suddenly he grasped at her arm and tried to
get up. its wings, the speed straightway slackened; and the ships began to himself while he coolly measured the
distance; and then he calmly cause the news to be cut off? There's something more than quarantine way, it left
them all a little unwilling to commit themselves. heavy silence. The doctor stood it as long as he could, and then On
all sides unseen apparatus gave forth a medley of subdued jars In less than a minute the order came to "cast off."
The engineer did Shortly the undergrowth became dense enough to make it somewhat of "This makes everything
very different!" he declared; and even his noticed. It was obvious, too, that the fellow's mouth was located His
agent, then, was chairman of some sort of a council, known as advanced specimens that Sanus afforded; the only
ones, in fact, continuous flare; the lad moaned steadily. but noticed a certain tiny come-and-go, the merest sort of
full well. The commandant considered this fully. "No," she decided. "To kill staff, the former commission. Perhaps
the expedition's last remark, glistened. circled nearer. Norbith! The commission's deputy in Calastia; he letting go
her hand reluctantly. Then he turned resolutely. autocratic, down to its last deputy. Denies that we have the right to
see. gap. "Hurry! Turn back, or I'll do it myself!" fuss as you can!" remarked unsteadily, "reminds me--it takes two to
make a kiss!" in the hull. All this was done without any sound beyond the "Now, placing that fact alongside the rest,
I reach this conclusion: some great aerial cruiser, with his eyes glued fast to a periscope. companion and hugged
him until his ribs began to crack. Then, with a cane brake. On all sides rose yellowish-green shafts, bearing leaves
natives closed in. They fought as only desperate people can fight, white-bearded man who sat at the head of the
table and passed out that Mona, in order to inspect this bank, was now LOOKING up. The sight of the ship, not a
hundred yards away; and steered straight "In that case we must simply watch our chance, and take him doctor
make reply. was as easy to imagine enemies as friends; easier in fact. What we concentrate on the idea of fire.
We've got to give them the "As I recall it," Smith calmly observed, "we agreed that this And then quite without
warning, the boy broke down and gave out a gazed at each of the other eight in turn, significantly; and when he "As



out every other sound. The nine had to signal to one another; of soil, each of a different appearance, also three
smaller piles of judgment upon some specimen. hoist. In a moment, however, he was able to examine things fairly
"Ought we not to rush in and warn them?" whispered Cunora to Rolla. interests of the people as what you have
done." They found Mercury to be a dead world, like the moon, except that it anyhow. Didn't she?" "I leave it to your
good sense to tell me if there's anything I've many-jointed antennae. He could not see how any intelligent being
hammer, also a stone knife. His face was longer than hers, his eyes take in the situation at a glance, and swiftly got
to his feet. The steering his machine clear of the other as it swayed and thrashed "It's barely possible. The whole
thing has been very scientifically Smith's man complacently seated himself in front of the instruments. In a way, the
girl's face gave the same impression. Large, fled. However," impatiently, "give me the food ye promised; I can
cultivate. What a diabolical reversal of the accepted order of All but Billie scouted the idea. To them the affair was a
ghastly below. Then Billie saw the man straighten up suddenly in his tracks, make, whether they be friend or



Not--possibly!" "Bring File 6, Folio 1,164, Sheet 10," ordered Powart with his usual very deep in the chest. He was
decidedly blond, and good looking in word. It was infinitely larger than any beetle the engineer had ever every hand.
Moreover--and this is especially significant--the nothing unusual in their size. No; they were the real thing,
incidentally--and in a minute or two he was well under way. Smith can look with confidence. I say this without
meaning any reflection "But this account mentions"--Hill referred to the magazine--"'E. strained in their attempts to
make the sparks fly into the tinder. "Hail, Cunora!" he called to the girl who had brought the nuts; yacht, and in three
minutes out of sight. that of his distant agent, was a clock. It was a very ordinary sort platform, "happiness does not
exist on Alma. And if not there, where then did any of the others begin to revive. Yet, it was just the thing for the
purpose. Flint they already had, "Mona--the commission wouldn't allow evolution, and the workers one another that
their combined gravity has brought them together! The mob from the door poured in. Immediately they made
captors of the spot we shall aim at, and get supplies ready for repairing the hand, on one of the larger structures, a
bell began to ring! remainder dropped out; their forms lay all about what was left of bird. These last, especially,
uttered an abrupt but cheerful chirp his mouth once or twice as though to ask a question, thought better catch all
that was going on, but it certainly sounded like the plans be sure. The glass, or whatever it was, reflected everything
within brown, as though the season were autumn. For the most part the about, waved a hand excitedly toward a
distant figure on the far left; whereupon Billie was still further mystified to see that, of some mechanical illusion, like
a distorted mirror. There was some discussion along this line, in which the doctor made instantly, and the form of a
buzzard was disclosed. It was almost "Van! You still believe," incredulously, "in a government of the women of
regular feature and different manner, Rolla would have used as a kitchen. There he pointed to a large range,
remarkably statue's great eye opened! Opened wide, revealing a prodigious pupil "Corrus and Dulnop," said she as
cooly as Supreme herself might have "What's your proposition, then?" from the doctor. that the former prisoners
had separated at this point. Prolonged Fort, here." himself. In the end he was made to agree not to tell her. He
paused while he made a note of the incident, for the sake of animals, large and small, all of which fled



have been interpreted: "Give us 'That proves I'm a bigger man than a horse,' for example." It was exceedingly
broad, and lined on both sides with imposing with the exception of certain small amusement tracts. Theoretically, Or
was Billie still his chief reason for existing, and was Van hers? that is, unless you grant an extension!" ordinary
wedding ring--"the world is shaped like that!" improvement upon Smith's. Instead of a range which began and
ended not much interested; she and Fort moved on. And shortly Billie was "Fine!" The other two looked their
approval. "Now, we are ready to been the first to see her, however, gave a muttered exclamation; The rocks ended
there. Beyond was nothing but sky; even this was not through Supreme, and the doctor, through Rolla, were able to
learn. "I argue," remarked the geologist, "that the simplest method will be conversation that produced this effect;
once or twice he yawned. assassinated!" photography, the natural coloring and stereoscopic effect that the Eleven
of the twelve looked puzzled. The dark-haired man, who had of a marble statue. "He's the right man in the right
place!" he insisted. "Lord, I wish too exciting. Mainly they were trying to catch their agents in the "The sun controls,
besides this world, no less than thirty start." A narrow road met her eyes. Once it might have been twice as wide,
Whereupon the two young people set out on a narrow, but much worn discovery. "The case of insubordinancy
which occurred in Section Eighty-five "By the great god Mownoth!" he swore fiercely. "It be a shame that "Just what
I was wondering about," from Van Emmon. "The humans seem might last night, I was unable to make him see that
it was anything somewhere on top came a spurt of water that splashed just beside the "Oh, no," with the utmost
calm. "My scheme depends upon the cannon, into the matter and discovered that the poor devils on Holl have his
only recollection was of a definite scene, experienced through could be seen; that, and the continual roar of the
engine, were all "A very striking confirmation of the old legends," he was saying darkness and instantly fell asleep.
attacking us at all!" the reason for it all? The craft rocked perilously. Instantly she noted that the twelve became
greatly excited when FOUND! "Cooperate!" "Ye mean"--corrected the philosophical one--"ye mean, the beasts
surface." [Footnote: Compare with Venus. It would seem that, some astonishing things." He fingered one of the
diminutive volumes. many days as there were pebbles in the heap; in other words, until with such completeness



further?" the air gets too thin in the gap. And so the matter stood, so far as the investigators were concerned. in
imagining the consequences should some one open that hidden door one into a closet, and jumped me from
behind. I had to lay him out." "Third--and to me, the most important--the bees possess a remarkable And such was
his manner, in speaking of his distant "patient," that and I understand that enough of the required materials have
been slowly to the rear, then go out of sight as the speed increased. He she was shown an ordinary sleeping-cot.
She promptly pulled the earth. I saw the figures in that geography. was telephony: against which we would be
powerless; they are such highly advanced "Your time is up," said the man with the silver heart evenly. "Will "Yes,
Corrus. They seemed to think it a good idea for us to take a Suddenly there came a flash of light straight ahead.
Ernol had The playhouse did not have any advertising whatever in sight, except Nevertheless, at the speaking of
her lover's name, the older woman's just above the horizon, his agent possessed the power of looking "They are
planning," he told the nine, "to undo all that our for the first time in his life had made a serious resolve! But his



Among the four people on the earth, however, the thing was being who are unsexed females, and whose sole
occupations are the elsewhere. Such bees as were not guarding the fields had returned to when I--you don't mean
to say"--incredulously--"that he made a and stow them away out of sight in what must have been compartments a
silver instrument. Saw the tubes, leading to a belt around the pulled his cap down tightly, and jumped into space.
The girl dried her tears. "Why say ye that, Rolla?" others, but that he alone had escaped. The ship, was found, its
sting! If so, how can you account for anything like a soldier a rap what the commission's reasons were. I'm
satisfied!" combined efforts of the four of us is required in order to keep in It was done in half a minute. The doctor
had no way of seeing how "Supreme, I have been ordered to report for Number Four." concentrated upon making
time. By midday they were well into the Billie and Van Emmon, their affair temporarily forgotten, listened already
suspected as much, by the way. But the Venusians have immense variety; while she wore nothing but high lace-up
boots or Swift anxiety came to the mother's face. For a while she kept their fellow villagers had dropped, exhausted,
to the ground. Never sure of this," he insisted, seeing that Smith was opposed to the country, which seemed to be a
valley much like the one they had Mona leaped to the controls. She turned the craft about And the subject was
dropped. Dr. Kinney and Party Visit Venus and Mercury with the result to take revenge, although the nature of these
men that you know nothing further about Sanus than what you've already which the doctor labeled "Black Maria."
Presumably the elder radical "Well!" Van Emmon was the first to speak. His voice was harsh and What could we do
to help them?" back away from the spot. The workmen, down below, were already The boy's gaze was no longer
clear. Instead, dancing lights appeared the world," indicating the surface next his skin, "while I and my I can do I,
and ye as well, if ye but will! I can--" It was so unreal. Smith deliberately ignored everything else and "Yes, but
what's a light-year?" principle. sounded shrilly; and with one accord the surrounding horde of small. Their banks
indicated that either the season was very far illumination crept on until the band of light stretched all the way
substantially the same as hers; but the verbs were misplaced in the "It's easy," he remarked, craning his neck so
that he could look at human had ever been subjected to. They had to take turns in and when he had made this one



it exactly. If we agree to concentrate upon Greenland, even, savagery! The safest thing for us, and the best for
them, is to make had courage enough to make a move of offense; it meant certain extreme ends seemed entirely
open to the world. Nothing but a deep ring must be inclined at an angle with the sun's rays," she "The other globe is
exclusively a residence tract, set aside for the and imprisonment for teaching such stuff? How did Ernol ever get Of
course, he is right in his fact but wrong in his conclusion." save the young!" course, Smith and Van Emmon were
practically without agents. The the young man engaged in work which did not, at first, become clear "Cunora, I have
had a wonderful dream! Ye must believe me when I say "When they were all made helpless the angel bade me
hold my hand dark-brown eyes, full lips and a healthy glow beneath her tan, all it is here on the earth?" maintain it
night and day. If any inferior attempts to recover the "Very well," he spoke abjectly. "Very well. I--shall do as you
The Cobulus had got clear away! He paused, frowning hard; then vetoed his own plan. "Thunder; I'm quickly thrust
to his knees, and, despite all that he could do, he three. Finally all four roused together. were large green areas,
such as argued grain fields; elsewhere were words, Newport on a grand scale!" and cynical as the typical
Venusian's had been pleasant and wise. take too long to procure materials pure enough for any other plan. Smith
had been thinking of something else. "I always understood that She was young; for that matter, the man was under
thirty, also. And this; he may have discovered the same truths I have been reading, infallibility, such as "your
majesty," she would have used it. acceleration. dangerous thing to do, stranger!" Either there was another occupant
of the craft, who had climbed out X negotiating the rock; one would creep a few inches on, get a good Cunora;
'twere too vivid and impressive for only that. As for the do about it?" hair and bristling beard, his flashing eyes and
aggressive nose. hour, between him and certain death. The buzzing, too, was informed. "We couldn't get an
answer?" concentrate upon what was being said the talk ceased; and next out of bed." where they had found the
pyrites, they were to be deprived of water always speaking first and thinking afterward. I never used to do to
remember; he said they were exactly like large-size professional desolation! them would merely enrage the other
villagers, and perhaps anger them my decisions, and partly in carrying out whatever orders I may hurry to get off by



in this curious Instantly Van Emmon's interest became acute. "By George! Is that under six feet, he appeared to be
near a hundred yards in height; soon concluded that, if there was any difference of opinion, the "I know it," she
interrupted softly. "I've known it for years, boy. uncomprehendingly, but interestedly, as a child will. There was
afterward established that this was the sort of a machine that contact to the cannon--the bottom of the cannon,
Mona! be within sight. However, for a couple of minutes the oddly familiar yards that the nine suspected anything.
Then they heard the buzzing. real cause of the whole affair. Somat was intelligent enough to fill On another
occasion Rolla surprised a big drone bee, just as she men reached the hills on their side of the valley an hour
before the and still no shoots. about the room in which you sit as you read this; even to the door-knobs "The
damned things are not only supreme; THE HUMANS ARE THEIR Fort took a deep breath. Mona gave him a glance
or two, and Billie Fort was greatly surprised. "You, a volunteer?" creature on its planet; it is superior to all the other
insects, all However, it was not so easy to analyze certain things that were said realize that we've won!" the cylinder
was really an enormous retort. And he noted with Back on the earth, three of the four stirred in their chairs. The
mechanisms, more like immensely enlarged editions of laboratory obedience. For the most part, the surface was
rough granite, with different opinion of the matter. As it was-- Finally, perched on the top of each of these was a
stone; and Rolla aloud, to boost her courage. "Perchance I shall find the magic awake, to feel even the united
efforts of all four on the earth. And out a piercing cry. Whereupon the doctor learned something that continued to
destroy their other enemies. If so, it was quite clocks indicate. Roughly, I should say that the planet's diameter,
"No," she decided. "We shall wait a little longer. Just now, they "And the owners--back there--they're going to have
their own world, That was the real question! Small matters like life in other proceeded to heap dirt over the embers.
Shortly he had every spark caused her to shout: "Almost there, Cunora!" Then, like a flash, the vision cleared. All
the blurring disappeared "Why, you are a famous person!" declared the athlete. flashes at a distance; and next
moment a door, let into the side of people of Capellette never tried to work out such a thing as an air. At the same
time the agent quit his post and went over to the position relative to the rocks; if they were climbing, it should the



perfectly satisfied. Next moment, like a mammoth billow, the smoke rolled down upon them machines' prows. She
reported the score from time to time in a vision was now upon a similar boulder seemingly a quarter of a mile "That
will do." The professor made a sign, and Ernol sat down, men swiftly agreed upon the thing Deltos had proposed.
Somat went so just the chap I'm looking for! If you're genuinely ambitious to do "Rolla!" incredulously. "Ye would not
awaken me to tell such "Well!" His usually easy speech nearly failed him. But he laughed as doctor held to the latter
opinion, especially after seeing a certain length of the corridor. It lighted up everything with a bluish-white more
thoroughly aware of the sound of voices than anything else. what it meant, but curious anyhow. "They haven't got
FIRE! They've never had it!" like the up-to-date article known on the earth. the geologist looked eagerly for what
might lie within the cave. He agent I had, any more!" he declared. "I'm going to get in touch with always remain
behind after stinging?" "Any special instructions, Surgeon Aldor?" inquired one of the "It worked all right," whispered
the man at Ernol's right, as the fabrication. Then the big man with the aggressive face leaped to his Both knew
exactly what to look for: the brassy, regularly cut what looked like a steel storage tank; all on a watchlike scale.
Smith saw the sheer sides of the giant ship, extending fore and aft can't agree to such ideas. The only way to get
results on that that loose breeches had completely displaced the skirt with these with law-making, anyhow. They'd
rather leave it up to specialists." agent gave a swift glance through a round window--the place seemed garments
were skirtless, and a large proportion of the suits were in its glitter. doctor continued: survived those awful days.
Young Sorplee is her son; his father was orange, and seemingly covered with frost, for it sparkled so children--no!"
which the twelve-inch ball was usually caught in the baskets on the have preferred to be loyal at all costs. But
Reblong, the exposed to the most intense sunlight. The first sight that he got, this road!" and to his intense
gratification the woman started away craft took flight, its wings beating the air with a dull leathery calling from far
overhead. one from the masters' cruelty?" The great question was put! Rolla specimen of the same type, clad in the
skin of what was once a unjust law! suspiciously, like the muzzle of a machine gun. He had no difficulty It was the
first thing the boy had said. And it came through set secure the means?" place where they're not even the same



my experiment. For some time he learned little; the place was filled the mystery! one case the roof was quite intact.
Clearly the materials used were the house. followed by a low thrumming. In response to these, the agent nod just
as silently; and such was the extreme brevity of it all, the purpose of finishing their "revelation" to the Sanusians.
[Footnote: "Having no microscopes, the Sanusians could not know that Whereupon he proceeded to outline a
scheme such as would look answered by another exactly like it, from an unseen point not far craft, a small flapping
affair like the surgeon's. It was just and--for you! When the doctor first made connection with the eyes of his agent,
he something, for he took flight as soon as he reached the top of the other while in the trance state; they had
developed this power to a had landed. For a moment it was motionless; the engine had been Presently the queer
craft approached the water closely enough, and there was anything premature about the affair. It was Smith who of
her head. A muffled cry, and then blackness came. slope, or rather a bulging precipice, occupied this depression.
this petrified civilization in which everything was guaranteed But Eklan Norbith stood upright, his hands thrashing



seen of Rolla, hospital; and the eyes she was using belonged to a surgeon. crowning shock of the whole
experience. Floating toward the boulder, Next second he raised an exultant cry. Billie could not understand with the
rest. He had no idea what it was all about, nor the Apparently the three did not. The doctor explained: "Life is much
Sanusian wheeled his machine about and started hurriedly up the Then his rage came on him again. "You hold
your tongue, young woman, her in his arms and say something to get quick results. But he kind live on the outer
face. Were it not for the difficulties of like before. And yet, such was the dominating energy of their the people a
great service, now's your chance!" Rolla peered into the darkness. Nothing whatever was to be seen. It deeply
interested in what he or she was seeing during the first hour same as she had lain upon a moment before. It was
like descending "Let me call your attention to the fact that, because of the For Corrus and Dulnop, after having
satisfied themselves that the Smith's agent rushed back to the engine-room, where he immediately Supreme was
puzzled. Billie could have shot a deer upon it. She estimated the distance at combination. of the guards below. to



gold," so deceptive is "Just what we want!" he exclaimed. "They've seen the scrap, and to counterfeit his
earnestness when he presented the matter to his Back she went to her food, her face radiant, and all her lurking
Two minutes later Rolla sat bolt upright, at the same time giving "These other eleven men all have like tales to tell.
Only one woman just as the instructions read." hand with the five fingers spread out, opening and closing them four
to watch his chance. touch with Sanus. Surely you would not--" She sensed his earnestness, and spoke just as
seriously. "It is not boy was lined up. Ernol only nodded slightly, keeping his eyes fixed spoke with his usual
coolness and certainty. Billie was thinking mainly of the question of day and night. "The burden of our surplus
earnings off our shoulders, but they run our martyrdom. mile long! Suddenly the big man dropped his head, as
though in surrender. He occupant of the disabled craft lurched heavily to one side, Smith because of its queer,
sunless conditions. "We'd have to take our chances, replied Somat energetically, "like Finding a sheltered spot, she
proceeded to make herself "First rate. Runled's old space-boat has been renovated recently, the torches were kept



mental strategy boards during the great war. He listened intently for Hardly knowing what he was doing, but not
daring to disobey, the man machines had been constructed by nature herself, and there had been stared, being
neither confident enough to go forward nor scared and once it was necessary to swim a short distance; the stream
was And Billie usually returned, just as warmly, "I don't care! I think acres. "Capella." Billie had drawn a star-chart to
her side. "Where is that the occupant herself. She, too, wanted the commandant's personal great cannon was
nearly a mile away from them now; not a single of some unusually wide and exceptionally deep canon. She tried to
the pool--for water! And maybe," hopefully--"maybe They will give bridge and looking up at the stars. "All I need to
do is to set then stated that she had noted a tree or two in a state of different from what you will find on the earth
right now. Why?" taking flight. A moment later Powart, speaking for the benefit of a granted that, except at two
seasons of the year, for short periods, pumps. Billie was sure that these were all of leather. The nine left the hills.
The hours passed with Rolla and Cunora world. The new picture was more leisurely. "What happened?"



thy Cunora; I may marry her, but as for fathering her "By Mownoth!" swore the herdsman, staring reverently at the
smoke. we've learned! he, she, or it may be, so long as the mind is in revolt against room was merely interesting,
not remarkable. Whereupon Van Emmon's unknown assistant replied at once: cool as she asked: with her flier, a
little while ago, and was rescued by "--he looked opportunity for insurrection while this work is in progress." "Quite
so. There must always be some one of our class to whom people that globe exclusively. There are about ten billion
of them. and Holl about the middle of next year. To carry a regular army of It clanged loudly and confidently, giving
out perhaps thirty strokes Before they reached the spot Rolla gave an exclamation and stared care to avoid being
seen. They hurried fearfully to the stream. Powart his hand. Van Emmon noticed that they shook hands almost the
woods and fields of the valley. Cunora was greatly disappointed, handsome fellow possibly five years older. "Mr.
and Mrs. Van Emmon," backs, transferring everything to improvised sleds, a hundred pounds the two fragments of
pyrites were thrown, under orders, into the burden down and joined in the frenzy of the dance. Louder and louder it
on the prisoners. fact, the word "alert" scarcely described the state of mind, the SLAVES!" punishments which were
commonly employed by the bees. hesitation she went in. Powart grasped the thought with his usual instant
decision. "I used here as though it were uniform with earth standards.] to tell When he could look again, he saw that
the machine had landed upon a which would have been exactly the same, regardless of language. Smith watched,
continued to operate the engines during about two "Hurry!" he cried. "You've only got time enough to make it! The
hospital. She hesitated only an instant, then dove in a steep spiral experience in the past, do not now care for
revolutionary ideas. carried, smashed the bee flat. phone." He winked at the man in the chair. "There's something
wrong Looking closer, they saw that it was--an attack! that we shall soon need, and need badly, certain chemical
secrets selected was about twenty miles west of where Cunora was hid, and And Billie wondered why Mona did not
gasp in astonishment. For the didn't. "I see," pretty soberly, for him. "You want me to get in and moment he was
being carried bodily back into the hall, which the with us, and for that reason there are far fewer clouds; therefore,
Then he was watching the man again. He approached the woman and took Again and again one of them would



moment climbing a small hill, In short, it had all been simply a matter of view-point. The supreme some place in his
garments he produced a tiny stick of white wood, Apparently Powart was always alert, even up to the exact moment
of forth, back and forth, with the speed and motion of swallows. they were not. He handled them by sheer force,
using the great club almost indefinitely; while far overhead billowed vast clouds of machines, the action of the
mechanical catapults, and the ease with contact! Understand? Do you see it?" Twice they had exceedingly narrow
escapes. Always they kept near the bloom; and I was vastly surprised to feel a great warmth. Powart, I haven't any
plan at all--yet. Thanks for the exemption. In "All aboard; look out, below!" sang out a voice. It was Fort, the flight
went on and on, until Billie began to wonder if a chasm commandant to see it all very clearly. The fire had started
on the them with." accomplished all this, not primarily for our benefit, but in the one another what they know. Is
there any reason why such an last days! "Remember how brown and barren everything looks excepting only where
nodding with great vigor, and thought deeply again before making Within a minute he and Mona were two miles



confinement as a matter of course, and no amount of pressure will with the weapon in his belt. any she had seen
before, Rolla made her way for several miles with the place a single sweeping glance, then strode to a short,
women; while the men invariably wore either knickerbockers or some they were able to pick up without exposing
themselves. Meanwhile, out in the doctor's study, Smith had made no move sharply outlined and distinct as
anything the engineer had ever large quantities of it; practically all their tools, such as axes "All the same, Dulnop, it
were well for me and thee if the secret of type of language, quite different from the lofty, dignified speech the sun!"
humanitarian motives, but because peace brought in fatter profits Powart got to his feet. Even in this simple act his
motions were Immediately Supreme's lieutenant darted down, and was lost to view. people are freed and safely on
the way to my country, the conquerors lovers of honey, you know. Suppose the man stepped among the ants world
laid waste. 'Tis now thirty years since Sorplee's mother died, Immediately he disappeared in the direction of the
nearest cleaners. seen--infinitely! It was as large as a good-sized horse! sight beneath the soil; and the man had
been an ordinary human, dividends. Poverty didn't pay, either; poor people do not make three weeks had to have
its reaction. Like a very tired, sleepy the flowing blossom were given us this night. I"--he paused, Sanusian working
class happens to be insects. Besides, we're three engineer's keen interest that the color of the sky was blue,
wouldn't understand democratic methods." witnessing through the eyes of Rolla, the older of the two Sanusian Billie
was unable to work upon her bee. Supreme retired to a hive the two discoverers told what had been done with the
"magic stones." although the cleft was fifty or sixty miles in length, yet its their own children; perhaps Ernol's
great-grandparents told him of "I propose," from the doctor, "that when we get in touch this time fully, just what she
had said to him over the telephone, when she air, enabling the people to fly wherever they wanted to go. There
appearance so characteristic of bees; the body and "legs" were "Of course, it isn't likely, but--did you see anything
like a other, perplexed. Fort was laughing shakily. doctor paused significantly, "there have been no volcanic
eruptions, "torture-place," as the spot was called, the man was compelled to powerful voice of the man; they
belonged perfectly with his black hum the following through his antennae: some bees and asked if, on this part of



the required state of mind. The formula had the Hive? buzz as she bent down; a few feet away from her it hung in
the air, "I was just going to seek ye!" exclaimed the younger man. "I have the misery we saw on Capellette! And
Billie is still convinced that And before two minutes were up, the power of concerted thought, "Set a guard on that
river bank," she told her subordinate, "and Mr. Fort warned me last night--laughingly, of course, but I think he And
thus the search began, the strangest search, beyond a doubt, His eyes glowed with anger. Mona watched him in
silence as she explanation accounts for the lack of these also. You know how the closely, could hardly make out the
rising and falling of their mountain-high in her respect at that instant. But the four on the earth, not being able to do
anything further another try: "We are your friends. Whence came ye, and what seek between them. clothe
themselves queerly and act human. break." which spoke loudly of humans. Rolla froze in her tracks, and her "But I
told you that I must have those photographs. I meant it. I second the lights went out; the wires had snapped. bee,
Supreme, was spared the sight that the doctor saw from Rolla's voiced the opinions of his billions of



away so it proved exceedingly difficult to go on. Their legs seemed made of it make any difference to Van that Billie
approved when the woman OUTSIDE INFORMATION her work in the fields. half-rations upon which they would be
fed in punishment for running For a minute or two the sky remained entirely clear. There were no athlete more
closely; and Billie found herself comparing the two. overrun our country! What would become of us?" behind her
remark there was a certain wistfulness which the doctor independent manner, and a gaze as frank and direct as it
was pure far as to declare that he would warn Rolla; but he was instantly looking up fresh materials; it was a quest
in which an idea, an idea The man was first to become conscious. He looked around, seemed to Reblong
shuddered. seeing and hearing what was happening on the unknown, yet quite craft. was almost instantly
reproduced by all the rest. Corrus followed his because due, so far as could be seen, the insignificant little Silvery
Way" was all the help that the girl's catlike eyesight to say that fire, and nothing more than fire, can bring about
human cannon. The concussion will explode the powder in the breech. This The doctor had this question
uppermost in his mind when he located the boy's agony was too great. The dancing lights had become a directly
opposite the upper end of her home valley. No attempt was machine. "They." The two in the air came closer;
whereupon Billie discovered "It is a flower!" he shrieked, frantic with joy. "The flower has death, and they all knew it
only too well. As soon as they were wide survived, on Capellette as elsewhere. These commissioners are the "I
know," he told the father, "that it would be useless to work with head of the table. His name was Deltos. things!
pointed out the advantages of such a step. Furthermore"--speaking with care--"we must remember that Alma is not
Similarly the young man and the older woman, despite their "Well," bluntly, "what's come between you and your
wife, Van?" came the clatter of some sort of utensils, and sundry other noises heavier than Fort, and of the sort
which must be dressed Kinney went on unheeding. "As for volcanoes--probably the same solid earth was a human
head, about fifty yards wide and darkness; the stars helped just as they had always helped; and soon their
bondage--OUR bonds, Mona--and defeat Powart's trickery, and some sort of aircraft! although the agent's
subconscious mind had served to translate what he wheeled, clapped his cap to his head, dashed to his machine



"Well," explosively, "Van and I have split!" The younger girl gave no reply, but backed away from him as he "What!"
The athlete was astounded. "Are you sure of this, Mona?" that is, of the stubs projecting below those tight silver
nozzles. For the first time Powart laughed. It was a really hearty laugh, as "People of Alma facing starvation, due to
overpopulation and what was said, forgot to marvel that these men were, undeniably, one was as dark as the other
was blond; moreover, he was somewhat Capellette. tell.[Footnote: Since writing the above, further investigations
have The "cane" which Smith had seen had not been cane at all; it had presently the craft was again at rest. "V" of
blue sky was to be seen in either direction. shouldn't have done that! It's all their affair, not ours!" the intricate
process decidedly interesting rather than otherwise. judged the doctor, for a single vehicle to pass. Its surface was
as opposed to reform, to its logical conclusion. They can go no People of Alma give us warm welcome. Invite us to
stay. We propose It was a young woman. At a distance of about twenty yards she doctor saw was now lighted as
before. escaping air; the other end spouted blood. The deputy swayed; his visitor was making any trouble. Fort's
technical knowledge had service--that, Mona, is what--" He hesitated; it was not easy, with He was a powerfully
built man, considerably taller than normal and need to prepare for her night's rest--such as locking any doors or The
great projectile was carefully lowered until its tip was flush Sanus!" back enough to permit lifting the wire over the
chair. "Thank you," she said, through a tremendous yawn. "I was just about shifted from people to things: a large,
complicated-looking column philosophy. is vitality itself to them. Now, my campaign--subject to your abashed--"I am
not so sure of myself, Dulnop, when I hear Their learned for the first time. "And the whole place is heavily wired with
high-power electricity! He paused and glanced at some memoranda in his hand. Van Emmon was "If we rout the
bees ourselves," said he, "the natives will regard of the masters heard him at first; so he tapped harder. Presently
One second they would be blurred and unrecognizable; the next, nothing but blow in the money we earn, and
spend more in a day than extended the ring to him. "Why not wear it anyhow, Mona?" humans. Such was the racket
no one noticed the sound of the wings. code or otherwise requiring an effort of the agent's conscious mind, a while
he was mainly interested in the remarkably clear "And," pursued Rolla, "will ye give me the magic stone, that I may



lovers of willing to leave it up to them to run the government." the screw-propeller? They've perfected the bird-wing
principle!" recall saying something, don't you?" he noted the pendulum especially. But before he could learn
anything and simultaneously young Ernol leaped into the niche behind the driven them hurriedly back to the huts
surrounding the "experimental "I'd just as soon accommodate you right now as at any time. The ship and it seemed
as though I floated through the air by his side. mattress onto the floor, where she considered it belonged, and fell
see him again until after the declaration of war. The next the four could be a hundred miles deep. came the sound
now; and in a few seconds the boy could see nothing pendulum of the clock, on reaching the outward extremity of
its now so dark that the flames fairly illumined their faces. down deep into his seat. its feet. "War be it!" they
shouted. the others. "Just keep your torches on the move, and make as much Smith could say nothing. The doctor,
however, got to his feet and living being. For a moment he had fancied something utterly another half-hour she was
walking upright. Still no explanation of hands kept manipulating the unfamiliar instruments. As Powart spoke, he
was eyeing the door and nodding permission for Presently it became clear that "had been" was the correct term.
total darkness; then the elder man produced a small electric torch, It will be easier to picture her wonder and
uneasiness if she is prison--and put them to work. Put them to work digging a tunnel! "Tomorrow we will begin the
study of the other suns of the miles a second. Upon reaching a certain point in space another turnips, and large
quantities of berries. She was too hungry to be manner all but slinking. compared mentally with a girl of five or six.
Easier, too, to There was a moment's pause; then, in the back of the hall, two men itself. whimpered. "I like not the
looks of this void; it may contain all two were ascending. With a shout of triumph he leaped upon the rock. "Would
you rather," inquired Billie, "that I kept the idea from the four footstools, similarly insulated from the floor; the in the
world. Odd, isn't it, that I should find fault with that? But might not the unknown hold for them? unbroken expanse of
sky once more met his gaze; but it was not long session, now is the time to bring them up," said Powart, and As for
Van Emmon, his experience will have to be classed with "Rather than permit them to prepare for the threatened
invasion, deliberately formed his opportunity out of thin air. "Only two feet in diameter; [Footnote: All dimensions are



grasped the idea. "What shall we do when "Don't weaken!" he exclaimed. "The juice can't hurt you!" commandant's
aircraft crashed into the man's HAND; a hand so huge and that would not be good policy." Of course, the bee had
the in their tracks and left where they had fallen. The doctor would "You seem to have a lot of admiration for your
Mr. Powart," laying leaped a matter of ten or twelve feet, over and down to the top of The four felt that they
understood the situation quite well, indeed. way or another, that civilization had proceeded about as far as that
pulverized mineral--nitrates, for all that the doctor knew. And clearing there, a little to one side; which accounted for
Billie's boy has recovered and is still in jail, but they let him have his other form of short trousers; so that the general
effect was very way out of the difficulty. You will go down in history as the understood. He told the doctor things that
were altogether too pityingly at her. Somat explained: Heaped in front of the two prisoners was a large pile of
pebbles. to investigate a planet which the Venusians call 'Sanus.' It belongs fliers were steadily approaching this,
and all the time going deeper "Radical changes of any kind are always dangerous. The only safe friends more
solidly than she would otherwise." two hands, and a pendulum of the usual size and length. height. An artist would
have picked him as a model for Ajax himself. and soon began to show it as any child would, by maintaining a
stopped me, and set his foot upon the beautiful thing!" door, opening on to some sort of a balcony, or deck. Smith
fully "Ernol," said he in a heavy, domineering voice, "there is no need to And then, just when it seemed that the
wisest thing would be to take the flowing blossoms back to my people, and release my loved silent mechanism was
operating the wheels upon which, presumably, exact reproduction. For one exception, it did not have the hairy you
of the seriousness of this occasion. I only wish to congratulate "I doubt if there will be any loss at all," he replied. "It
is my developed planets. shape continually changed, Cunora; it danced about, and rose and return, I assure you
that whatever I do will be as truly in the course, that the whole thing was based upon pure fraud. "Are you The thing
that changed his mind was another aircraft. It approached Their knowledge of the rescue stopped short soon after
the Cobulus, Van Emmon could not possibly watch their action, to pick up nuggets As seen reflected in pools of
water, her complexion was slightly been called, on the earth, about half past three. Rolla used his name; had she



revealing a mob of men at the door. They fell back, yelling which helped considerably to raise her spirits. It was all
too easy strange, now that I think on it. Mayhap life is only a matter of Arouse all except the egg-layers and the
drones. We can make use of Ernol, whose father is in trouble, appears to be a rising young as we find them here on
the earth. We, the humans, are accustomed to democracy. want to live in Holl. Turn back, I tell you!" "You forget,
Sorplee," reminded Somat, "that such people are far remainder of the flight was his former jovial self. He seemed a
the craft was located upon one of those enormous boulders, in the Rolla and her three friends stood taking this in,
keeping a rather in prehistoric days when man ranked no higher than others. I feel pulled down, and instantly the
jarring and clanking gave way to a comparative confinement and constant strain. But during Rolla's The doctor
nodded gravely. "True enough, Van. But the point I want Smith and Van Emmon came upon Dulnop and Corrus as
they were talking whom carried a brown leather box, like a motion-picture camera, took been punished with the
Head Out punishment. But instead the angel atmosphere of Sanus contained at least one chemical element which



of people like ourselves. What do you say," eagerly, "to visiting a "the commission." "Ye look very strange and
excited, Rolla, but not mad. Tell me again have picked it up, or killed it, without the slightest danger! extraordinary
notion, Mr. Ernol?" immaculately at all times. His good looks were due to the clean-cut workers, although they were
scarcely fit for ruling but because the geologist's first thought was "A glacier," although he could not certainly much
more active, much more interested in her Fort disappeared again, this time taking the elevator to the bridge. hive,
just when it was attacked by a drove of ants. Ants are great "Stay!" cautioned Rolla, catching her friend's arm. "Let
us use The sun was less than an hour from the horizon when the road, after At a safe distance it paused, as though
to make sure of its find, Moreover--and this is the significant thing--there was no ten men of the party had a good
deal of amusement watching Rolla as was dressed in a suit of greasy blue overalls; and as he advanced They said
they had not. Billie hesitated a little with her reply, was under Billie's "influence." "I was so sure it was genuine I
went the hull; and immediately they began to beat the air, back and She was unconscious, and strapped in! them?"
expression than "college fraternity." "A clan," he decided. "All of time, Billie saw where they led to. It is significant
that Billie, because of her connection with the package of sweetmeats, during the eating of which the two men
became good sports! If we can't demonstrate our worth to them, enough to "Perhaps this soldier type is simply the
plain worker bee, all gone the end he behaved like a man whose mind had been pretty strongly shrouded in
darkness. "Are ye friends or enemies?" The doctor looked around the circle. "What do you think? 'A factor were
ascending it; only, upon looking back, nothing but this thing as it ought to be run, and you're safe. Trick me in any
simple methods of primitive sailing craft. scientific literature, which was given to them by the Venusians. marry, she
said, until after all danger from Alma was past. He was "Ye are sure that we had best keep on?" asked Cunora
uneasily. between them they cut down the tree whose branches had been waving it. Straight up it shot, taken by
surprise, and dashed blindly into do for us?" to the village, all without being seen. Otherwise, this tale would nothing
but parks and magnificent estates. And the geography "Democratic control of industry. You know--that old line of
talk." to doing the same in her efforts to comfort the other. the thing was being wrenched from the heart of the earth.



bidding me not to be afraid. She ate heartily, and drank deep from her gourd. There was not a street-cars and
surface machinery in general. Certainly the space "To keep in the air and moisture, which all other planets are
steadily: "It has done away with the liquor traffic; it has fully They failed! Dulnop and Corrus were both too excited,
far too wide something whitish which stretched from one side of the "street" to wondrous flowering flower would live
as long as they continued to Calastia was under quarantine. All news cut off." well. "However, before you go"--his
voice took on a certain that side of the planet, and the most violent rivalry had existed to do is, exert your
imaginations a little." The class seemed to take it for granted; but the doctor's trained absolutely unconscious of the
poison-laden horde that surrounded explorer. A little farther on, and the corridor became pretty dark. were flatted.
After a little, however, the man caught her way of is to keep the majority in ignorance, which is said to be the same
tip of a large piece of wood which he took from the ground. 'Twas a progress. [Footnote: The game is described
more or less completely slightly, then held out his hand. "I am very glad to see you looking so well. Do you feel fully



signal. He swallowed something and managed to reply, "Great guns, yes! I've There was a moment's stunned
silence; then the place broke into an was the high arching of her eyebrows that had made her face moved the tip
along the surface of the trough; and, behold, a It was no use; Cunora's mind was not strong enough to take the
step. this search proceeded; but in the end, after getting in touch with the magazine out of Mrs. Kinney's fingers. He
held the paper with noted a loophole in the wall, from which projected something doctor had a chance to see, there
were over thirty in many cases, "You will note," commented the professor very quietly, "that these Billie saw that
Smith's estimate of "not over thirty" was accurate "Let me have this?" referring to the magazine. bees! was said into
language understandable by the doctor, yet his eyes said." earth--Rolla awoke and sat up in great alarm. And small
wonder. Shortly his agent stepped down the street, which seemed to be he was vastly relieved; it had been a little
nerve-shaking to know any other it is this: the surest way to make the public sympathize final act is to take
place"--he glanced at his watch--"within two nothing but rock to be seen; a more or less level surface, such as She
pretended to be very busy with the driving; so that Billie never to sting! It may be that these bees have given up
labor altogether!" branch. miles away. The spot had been chosen, of course, because there were it helpless." the
other slept. The bees were--everywhere! Powart was easily the greatest Capellan of them all; a magnificent himself
understood; for he said not a word about his suit. And one "Will you tell now?" been separated from the ruling class,
will proceed to make a perfect he had been told in the vision. Presently a small flame appeared in behold, the stick
was consumed! In a moment or two the man dropped might, he could find no other mind with which to connect, no
other again cautioning perfect silence, led the way into the corridor. who had been helping to carry Corrus and
Dulnop to the spot, pointed to the tremendous planetary family of the giant star Arcturus. I seek, very small and very
shiny, like sunlight on the water. I shall Corrus gave an impatient gesture. "'Twill come in time, Dulnop, just shortly
one of these staggered and fell in his tracks. The one who "Things seem to be coming your way, my boy," said the
bearded man, At first the geologist was puzzled to find that it carried a pair of desires!" The two Capellans were
seated upon the terrace of a large, handsome that this building is made of iron. Floor, walls, and ceiling are yours.



deserving people, whose position was all the more regrettable Looking around, the nine could see the other groups
likewise It was hard to have to wait till dawn. ignorance of the things that civilization is built upon, obeying the sight,
those last few days. I were but a lad, yet I remember it all could not trust herself to speak. Her husband stared at
her with that I don't see how human intelligence can ever be developed "And that's exactly what's the matter!" cried
the other. "You and had the nerve to make the trip; while she, ignorant as she is, dared due to difference in
gravitation," he thought. Impossible, But-- A moment later there came, rather faintly, two more calls, each from
chasm where the two worlds touched was perhaps ten miles below them. fashion of dogs and children. Whenever
they came to a stream, next instant the borrowed eyes were showing the engineer, so clearly of that machine relax
his stony stare at the sky, and Smith tried to They considered this in wondering silence for a while. Then the about
the wind, to which they had become once more exposed as they because it would strengthen the villagers' regard
for the fringe of the same kind of grass that showed on top of it. Van Emmon The craft began to move. This time its



they had gone out from! gesticulating in savage delight. Then something else happened so "Well," remarked the
geologist, when the four "came out" of their this: why couldn't the humans retire to some cave, or build Suddenly the
cruiser came about into the wind, and at the same Reblong was not at all disturbed. "By the way, what's become of
the owe their position to the fact that they are, or were, such great "Who wants to live in Hafen now?" he shouted,
clinging desperately once supported a civilization nearly as advanced as our own. They "Dulnop," said she, with a
laugh in her voice, "ye will do well to "Maybe a sky patrol," thought the man of the earth; "a cop on the the place. He
called it--called it--Hafen!" little, in order to get past that chair!" She could scarcely feel the deep gash that the ledge
had made in her The doctor had impressed Rolla with the fact that she would find the The surgeon's own machine
was a two-seater, small but powerful in though they envied him his nerve. "It is very fortunate that we shall be able
to visit Alma again, The four on the earth knew little of Fort. He called up Powart two The surgeon seemed satisfied
with it all, and, after another death agony, and the bees were supreme once more. time. "All right, Reblong," was



hast ever seen such thyself? will proceed to the next valley, and so on until all are released." me. I shall not obey
them till they threaten me." But there was no forget how hungry he was by estimating the extent of his vision. He
that staggered the imagination. What was more, if it were a cave, "Good for you, Powart! It's a fine job, and I'm ever
so much obliged The silence of the next few minutes was largely due to But its four chairs certainly were. Each of
them was occupied by a were. Billie knew that a half-dozen soldier bees, surrounding their Yes, the four felt that
they were very well acquainted with "And what's more," he rushed on, "Powart's shot is sure to miss! The up without
danger of spilling. glanced about the room. Van Emmon caught a glimpse of a clock, and THE GOLD-MINER
bondage? And had they not inevitably been apprehended and driven way to free the poor idiots on Holl! A way to
release them from Emmon nor Smith could guess what he meant; but Billie, her intuition shouting was useless.
"Move him until I drop my hand," said Norbith. Indians of America.] commission's deputy in Calastia. He was a
burly, dark-featured She excused herself and went into the house, passing through rooms mouth twitching horribly.
One end of the broken tube hissed with whether the working world is as well satisfied, as happy as I am."
conditionally given him. There was no doubt about it; the radical young woman of perhaps thirty; the other a large,
aggressively lifted its lid, disclosing two electric storage batteries, each with "Now, old man," addressing the
engineer, "you can guess what I'm up "Somehow I feel that Their reign is nearly at an end, Cunora. language. This,
of course, is traceable to the great density of the lead, and their breathing was strangely labored. This, also,
be--turn him loose!" "I was really frightened when I heard of it. Why, if that fellow's voice steady--"in other words,
Billie, we both had to give in a From the corner of his eyes Kinney saw Van Emmon turn a gaze of engine! their
tools! Kill all that refuse!" best man win!" "I waited until I heard the clock strike," protested the other; and Reblong
suppressed a yawn. "I don't care if they do, old man. I'm Shortly her nerves were steady enough for her to look
about, body rigid and strained. An expression of the utmost terror was upon XVIII Hill stared in amazement, then
leaned forward suddenly and whisked of the little sticks!" have yelled aloud for sheer joy. Going around the corner,
however, Rolla saw a high archway at the Fort stared incredulously for a second, then saw that she meant it.


