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o Ll o American participation in World War 117

o Lhiled States mobilize economic resources and promote popular
B e war effort?

C ol America’s postwar role began to emerge during the war?

it iminorities face threats to their freedom at home and abroad
R W 117

o of the war begin to shape the postwar world?

S e ont popular works of art produced during World War 11 were
i ol the Four Freedoms by the magazine illustrator Norman
Lo i his State of the Union Address, delivered before Congress
~ 0 a1, President Roosevelt spoke eloquently of a future world
Ll o the "essential human freedoms™ freedom of speech, free-
i freedom from want, and freedom from fear. The Four Free-
o Boosevelts favorite statement of Allied aims. At various times,
Sl them with the Ten Commandments, the Magna Carta, and the




N

Emancipation Proclamation. They embodied, Roosevelt declared in a | ~ounent military - spending - sparked

radio address, the “rights of men of every creed and every race, wherever | - unomic development of the South
live,”and made clear “the crucial difference between ourselves and the enel |, laying the foundation for the rise
we face today.” W modern Sunbelt. The war created a

Rockwell’s paintings succeeded in linking the Four Freedoms witl link between big business and a mil-
defense of traditional American values. “Words like freedom or liberty,” dech | lederal government—a “military-
one wartime advertisement, “draw close to us only when we break (I Wil complex,” as President Dwight D.

down into the homely fragments of daily life.” This insight helps to ex|
Rockwell’s astonishing popularity. Born in New York City in 1894, Rocks
had lived in the New York area until 1939, when he and his family mo
Arlington, Vermont, where they could enjoy, as he put it, “the clean, il
country life, as opposed to the complicated world of the city.” Draw]

Juwer would later call it—that long
“iid the end of fighting.

Soild War 1T also redrew the boundaries
can nationality. In contrast to World
| the povernment recognized the “new

the lives of his Vermont neighbors, Rockwell translated the Four Freed 15" of the early twentieth century
into images of teal people situated in small-town America. Each of the i children as loyal Americans. Black
ings focuses on an instantly recognizable situation. An ordinary citizen ¢ ioany' second-class status assumed, for
to speak at a town meeting; members of different religious groups are 4 * Ll lime since Reconstruction, a prom-
/.//,waﬁm\m\ family enjoys a Thanksgiving dinner; a mother and father stand ¢ ¢ place on the nation’s political agenda.
a sleeping child. tleration had its limits. With the United
The Four Freedoms paintings first appeared in the Saturday Evening 4l war with Japan, the federal govern-
early in 1943. Letters of praise poured in to the magazine’s editors. The goy ¢ iimoved more than 11c,000 Japanese-
ment produced and sold millions of reprints. The paintings toured the cou iy, the majority of them American
as the centerpiece of the Four Freedoms Show, which included theatrical: i1 [tom their homes and placed them in
sentations, parades, and other events aimed at persuading Americans o Lnent camps.

chase war bonds. By the end of its tour, the Four Freedoms Show had 1
$133 million.

Even as Rockwell invoked images of small-town life to rally Ame
to the war effort, however, the country experienced changes as deep &
any time in its history. Many of the economic trends and social move
that we associate with the last half of the twentieth century had their
in the war years. As during World War [, but on a far larger scale, wirl
mobilization expanded the size and scope of government and energized
economy. The gross national product more than doubled and unemn
ment disappeared as war production finally conquered the Depression |
demand for labor drew millions of women into the workforce and sent i
of migrants from rural America to the industrial cities of the North and W
permanently altering the nation’s social geography. Some 30 million A
cans moved during the war, half going into military service and half 14
up new jobs.

World War II gave the country a new and lasting international role
greatly strengthened the idea that American security was global in scope
could only be protected by the worldwide trivmph of core American v

A 1 means of generating support for the
the Vour Freedoms provided a cru-
e of national unity. But this unity
uied divisions within American society
the war in some ways intensified, divi-
icllected in debates over freedom. While
o Americans looked forward to a world-
Hiow Deal, others envisioned “free enter-
iplacing government intervention in
voonomy. The war gave birth to the mod-
civil tiphts movement but strengthened
Comimitment of many white Americans to
Wb the existing racial order. The move-
ul ol women into the labor force chal-
ool traditional gender relations, but most
woanid not a few women longed for the res
stion of family life with a male breadwin
sl wile responsible for the home,
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1931
1933

1935~
1938

1937
1938
1989
1940
1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

Japan invades Manchuria

U.S. recognizes Soviet
Union

Congress passes
Neutrality Acts

Sino-Japanese War begins
Munich agreement
Germany invades Paland
Draft established

Four Freedoms speech

Henry Luce'’s The American
Century

Lend-Lease Act
Executive Crder 8802
Atlantic Charter

Pear| Harbor attacked
Executive Order 9066
Battle of Midway Island

Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE) formed

Zoot suit riots
Detroit race riot

Congress lifts Chinese
Exclusion Act

Smith v, Allwright

D-Day

Gl Bill of Rights

Bretton Woods conference
Korematsu v. United States
Battle of the Bulge

Yalta conference

Roosevelt dies; Harry Tru-
man becomes president

V-E Day (May)

Atomic bombs dropped or
Japan

End of war in Pacific




| Batista in Cuba. “He may be a son of a bitch, but he’s our son ofa

DR said of Somoza.
. wover, as the international crisis deepened in the 1930s, the Roosevelt

suggested some of the ambiy
within the idea of freedom. Witk

I e

exception of Freedom of Speech, W L Iration took steps to counter German influence in Latin America by

depicts civic democracy in aclion 'l hemispheric trade and promoting respect for American culture. Zm.ﬁ

paintings emphasized privale ~ | lofeller, the head of an office that hoped to expand cultural relations in

tions. The message seemed to L iisphere, sent the artists of the American Ballet Caravan and the NBC

Americans were fighting to pr “luny Orchestra on Latin American tours. This was a far different mE.uSmow
¥ ol . W frecedoms enjoyed individuall * 1015 with Central and South America than the military interventions of
Freodom of Speoch Dhondens gfWer within the family rather than i St decades of the century.

larger public world. This empha
freedom as an element of privile
would become more and more |3

e Hoad to War

LentinipostwarAmeriea: 1 developments in Asia and Europe quickly overshadowed events in
. Auerica. By the mid-1930s, it seemed clear that the rule of law was disin-
g in international relations and that war was on the horizon. In 1931,
P L o expand its military and economic power in Asia, Japan invaded Man-
a — , ol f northern China. Six years later, its troops moved farther
Lrved: 7 | _ L provinee o : 3
o B _“ _ m _._ .—. — z m E = = _. _.._ .E : | i, When the Japanese overran the city of Nanjing, they massacred an
The immenssly popular Office of War Information ; : ‘ e
i e 00,000 Chinese prisoners of war an
poster reprodiucing Norman Rockwells paintings ~ 700d Neighbors : i {5t
eSS reatened Europe as well, After brutally conso g
of the Four Freedoms, President Franklin D. A1 ppessive power thre P

Roosevelt’s shorthand for American purposes in Uclbm the 19305, with American} e Germany, Adolf Hitler embarked on a omgﬁmmm.n to control the entire
World War II. occupied by the economic crisis, | Ll In violation of the Versailles Treaty, he feverishly pursued German
national relations played only a mil Luinent. In 1936, he sent troops to occupy the Rhineland, a demilitarized
role in public affairs. From (he o | 1ween France and Germany established after World War L The failure of
of his administration, nonetheless, FDR embarked on a number of depart 1 Irance, and the United States to oppose this action convinced Hitler that

in foreign policy. In 1933, hoping to stimulate American trade, he excliun 1o racies could not muster the will to halt his aggressive plans. ltalian
ambassadors with the Soviet Union, whose government his Republicar | ' Il1i1o Mussolini, the founder of fascism, a movement similar to Hitler's
cessors had stubbornly refused to recognize. , L invaded and conquered Ethiopia. When General Francisco Franco in

Roosevelt also formalized a policy initiated by Herbert Hoover by whic I o lod an uprising against the democratically clected government of Spain,
United States repudiated the right to intervene militarily in the internal afl Wt ponred in arms, seeing the conflict as a testing ground for new weap-
of Latin American countries, This Good Neighbor Policy, as it was called ~ 11 1140, I'ranco emerged victorious from a bitter civil war, establishing yet
mixed results. During the 1930s, the United States withdrew its troops § 11 s st government in Europe. As part of a campaign to unite all Europe-

Haiti and Nicaragua. FDR accepted Cuba’s repeal of the Platt Amendiment
cussed in Chapter 17), which had authorized American military interyent
on that island. These steps offered a belated recognition of the SoverelEnig

A Conman origin in a single empire, Hitler in 1938 annexed Austria and the
{4 nland, an ethnically German part of Czechoslovakia. Shortly thereafter,

America’s neighbors. But while Roosevelt condemned “cconomic royal L the o308 progressed, Roosevelt became more and more alarmed at Hit-
(wealthy businessmen) at home, like previous presidents he fell comb f. L appeiession as well as his accelerating campaign against Germany’s Jews,
able dealing with undemocratic governments [riendly to American husis B (he Nazis stripped of citizenship and property and began to deport to
interests abroad. The United States lent its support to dictators ke Apasl a 1937 speech in Chicago, FDR called for international

Somoza in Nicaragua, Rafael Trujillo Molina in the Dominican Republic; Wi Lo “quarantine” aggressors, Bul no further steps followed. Roosevelt had



Wﬁo choice but to follow the policy of “appeasement” adopted by Britain anil War in Europe
! Edn..w who hoped that agreeing to Hitler's demands would prevent war. Bril
ish prime minister Neville Chamberlain returned from the Munich conferend
0f 1938, which awarded Hitler the Sudetenland, proclaiming that he had gudl

anteed “peace in our time.”

I the Munich agreement of 1938, Britain and France had caved in to Hitler's
\upression. In 1939, the Soviet Union proposed an international agreement to
\se further German demands for territory. Britain and France, who distrusted
“11lin and saw Germany as a bulwark against the spread of communist influence
W lurope, refused. Stalin then astonished the world by signing a nonaggression
|| with Hitler, his former sworn enemy. On September 1, immediately after the
Jpning of the Nazi-Soviet pact, Germany invaded Poland. This time, Britain and
| 1ance, who had pledged to protect Poland against aggression, declared war. But
| many appeared unstoppable. Within a year, the Nazi blitzkrieg (lightning war)
' | overrun Poland and much of Scandinavia, Belgium, and the Netherlands. On
L0 14, 1940, German troops occupied Paris. Hitler now dominated nearly all of
L ope, as well as North Africa. In September 1940, Germany, [ialy, and Japan cre-
2l 1 military alliance known as the Axis.

lor one critical year, Britain stood virtually alone in fighting Germany.
" lon Churchill, who became prime minister in 1940, vowed to resist a
. alened Nazi invasion. In the Battle of Britain of 1940-1941, German planes
1 hed devastating attacks on London and other cities. The Royal Air Force
*iiually turned back the air assault. But Churchill pointedly called on the

o world, with-e¥-ts power and might.” to step orward to rescue the old.

Isolationism

H.o most Americans, the threat arising from Japanese and German aggre
sion wmmem very distant. Moreover, Hitler had more than a few admirers |
the United States_ Obsessed with the threat of communism, some Americal
mwwgﬁm of his expansion of German power as a counterweight to the So
CEou.. Businessmen did not wish to give up profitable overseas markets. e
Ford did business with Nazi Germany throughout the 1930s. Indeed, Ford plan!
there employed slave labor provided by the German government. Trade wil!
F@mw also continued, including shipments of American trucks and aircrafl af
considerable amounts of oil. Until 1941, 80 percent of Japan’s oil supply Gl
from the United States.

Many Americans remained convinced that involvement in World War |
been a mistake. Senate hearings in 1934-1935 headed by Gerald P. Nye of Nu#
Um.WoE revealed that international bankers and arms exporters had pressed |
5&.85 administration to enter that war and had profited handsomely from
P mﬂmma spread on college campuses, where tens of thousands of studenlys 16
Eﬁ In a “strike for peace” in 1935. Ethnic allegiances reinforced Americany’
&cw:& reluctance to enter foreign conflicts. Many Americans of Germal
Hﬂrms descent celebrated the expansion of national power in their countiie
OLEIN, even when they disdained their dictatorial governments. Trish-Amerie
remained strongly anti-British.

Hmo#mmcamastgm 19305 version of Americans’ long-standing
to avoid foreign entanglements—dominated Congress. Beginning in 1
lawmakers passed a series of Neutrality Acts that banned travel on bel

Toward Intervention

ol viewed Hitler as a mad gangster whose victories posed a direct threat
{ United States. But most Americans remained desperate to remain out of
unflict, “What worries me, especially,” FDR wrote to Kansas editor Wil-
. Allen White, “is that public opinion over here is patting itself on the back
~, moring and thanking God for the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean.”
L1 fimultuous debate, Congress in 1940 agreed to allow the sale of arms to

Wi 0 A “cash and carry” basis—that is, they had to be paid for in cas and

—— el

W porled in British ships. It also approved plans for military rearmament.

Mﬂwmww“wwzﬂm the sale of arms to countries at war. ﬂ:wm.m policies, Caly with o _.__,H_r.._Em:mE &mnﬂod looming, wOnm?&: was Hm_.snﬁm.ﬁ to go mﬁ.:gmﬁ
e mmm_m Hn rm:oé .E.m United .m.aamm to BSE the conflicts over ?.2_. , ~enls of involvement in Europe organized the >Bm.ﬂom mﬁﬂ Committee,
e .mm nwﬂ.ﬁzwﬁmm.ﬁo involvement in World War L. Gr..m_::. {he | _._:__:..._,,_ of thousands of members and a ngmumr% that Eofmmm such
- mmwamwmmﬁm .OZ: War pitted a %Boﬁm.;ﬁ moég.ani mmm:x.,._ an g i known :__.:_.c.m as :.msé mo&. wm%mﬂ Coughlin, and Charles A. Eﬁ&umﬂmr.
ke ictator, the émmﬁmﬂ democracies, E.Q:%EM the United § : I 1040, breaking with a tradition that dated back to George Washington

embargo on arms shipments to both sides. Some 3,000 Ame o1 announced his candidacy for a third term as president. The inter

on was too dangerous and domestic recovery oo fragile, he
ol (o him Lo leave office, Republicans chose as his opponenta politica
Lur Wall Street businessman and lawyer Wendell Willkie, Difference

son the candidates were far more mnted than in 1g16. Both supported 1l

<o_swﬁﬁma to fight in the Abraham Lincoln Brigade on the side of the &
Hm,w.:_.:n. But with Germany supplying the forces of Franco, the decision by
o.:u:H countries (o abide by the arms embargo contributed substantially
victory,




law, enacted in September 1940, that established the nation’s first peacetime
draft. Willkie endorsed New Deal social legislation. He captured more votes
than Roosevelt’s previous opponents, but FDR still emerged with a decisive
victory. Soon after his victory, in a fireside chat in December 1940, Roosevell
announced that the United States would become the “great arsenal of democ
racy,” providing Britain and China with military supplies in their fight againsl
Germany and Japan.
During 1941, the United States became more and more closely allied with
those fighting Germany and Japan. But with Britain virtually bankrupt, it could
no longer pay for supplies. At Roosevelt's urging, Congress passed the Lend:
Lease Act, which authorized military aid so long as countries promised some:
how to return it all after the war. Under the law’s provisions, the United States
funneled billions of dollars’ worth of arms to Britain and China, as well as the
Soviet Union, after Hitler renounced his nonaggression pact and invaded thal
country in June 1941. FDR also froze Japanese assets in the United States, halt:
ing virtually all trade between the countries, in¢luding the sale of oil vital (0
apan.
~ Those who believed that the United States must intervene to stem the
rising tide of fascism tried to awaken a reluctant country to prepare for war,
Interventionists popularized slogans that would become central to wartime
mobilization. In June 1947, refugees from Germany and the occupied countries
of Europe joined with Americans to form the Free World Association, which
sought to bring the United States into the war against Hitler. The same year saw
the formation of Freedom House. With a prestigious membership that included:
university presidents, ministers, businessmen, and labor leaders, Freedo
House described the war raging in Europe as an ideological struggle between
dictatorship and the “free world.” In October 1947, it sponsored a “Fight for
Freedom” rally at New York’s Madison Square Garden, complete with a palil
otic variety show entitled “It's Fun to Be Free.” The rally ended by demanding
an immediate declaration of war against Germany.

Pearl Harbor

Until November 1941, the administration’s attention focused on Burope, But
at the end of that month, intercepted Japanese messages revealed that at
assault in the Pacific was imminent. No ane, however, knew where it wou
come. On December 7, 19471, Japanese planes, launched from aircrafl car
bombed the naval base at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, the first attack by a foreign
power on American soil since the War of 1812. Japan launched the attack in th
hope of crippling American naval power in the Pacific, With a [
campaign of conquest in East Asia, Japan would gain access to supplies of oll

ind other resources it could no longer obtain from the United States. It
Ihat destroying the American fleet would establish Japan for years to ct
the dominant power in the region.

Pearl Harbor was a complete and devastating surprise, In a few hours
than 2,000 American servicemen were killed, and 187 aircraft and 18 nay
wels, including 8 battleships, destroyed or damaged. By a stroke of forty
alrcraft carriers—which would prove decisive in the Pacific war—happe
he docked at Pearl Harbor on December 7.

To this day, conspiracy theories abound suggesting that FDR knew
altack and did nothing to prevent it so as to bring the United States into t]
) credible evidence supports this charge. Indeed, with the country d;
ever closer to intervention in Europe, Roosevelt hoped to kéep the peace
l'icific. But Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins, who saw the president af
Altack, remarked that he seemed calm—*“his terrible moral problem ha
isolved.” Terming December 7 “a date which will live in infamy,” Rox
1uked Congress for a declaration of war against Japan. The combined
L ongress was 388 in favor and 1 against—pacifist Jeanette Rankin of Mo
who had also voted against American entry into World War I The next d
many declared war on the United States. America had finally joined the
wiarin human history.

The War in the Pacific

World War IT has been called a “gross national product war,” meaning that
rome turned on which coalition of combatants could outproduce the other
lspect, it appears inevitable that the entry of the United States, with its st
mdustrial might, would ensure the defeat of the Axis powers. But the fi
imonths of American involvement witnessed an unbroken string of military
I Iaving earlier occupied substantial portions of French Indochina (nov
niin, Laos, and Cambodia), Japan in early 1942 conquered Burma (Myanm:
“linm (Thailand). Japan also took control of the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia),
¢ lensive oil fields could replace supplies from the United States. And it oc
tiam, the Philippines, and other Pacific islands. At Bataan, in the Philippin
s¢ forced 78,000 American and Filipino troops to lay down their arm
surrender in American military history. Thousands perished on the el
death march” to a prisoner-of-war camp, and thousands more died of disea
Larvation afler they arrived. At the same time, German submarines sank hu

however, the tide of b Lo turn, In May 1942, in the
ol the Coral Sea, the American navy turned back a Japanese fleet inte
attacking Australia, The following month, it infhicted devastating los



What steps led to American participation in World War 117

[arger-than-life figure: Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, and Joseph Stalin. United
11 their determination to defeat Nazi Germany, they differed not only in terms

ol the societies they represented but also in their long-range goals. Stalin was

.o on establishing enough control over eastern Europe that his country would

never again be invaded from the west. Churchill hoped to ensure that the

liritish Empire emerged intact from the war. Roosevelt, like Woodrow Wilson

liefore him, hoped to establish a new i ational order so that world wars

pould never again take place.

Facing wars in two hemispheres, Roosevelt had to determine how best to
deploy American manpower and resources. Bearing the brunt of the fighting
Aller Hitler invaded the Soviet Union in 1941, Stalin demanded an early Allied
Atack across the English Channel to confront German forces in occupied
Iance and relieve pressure on his beleaguered army. Churchill's strategy was
10 attack the “soft underbelly” of Axis power through Allied operations in the
\Mediterranean, starting with an invasion of North Africa. Churchill’sapproach
pievailed, and the cross-Channel invasion did not come until 1944.

In November 1942, British and American forces invaded North Africa and
Iy May 1943 forced the surrender of the German army commanded by General
| \win Rommel. By the spring of 1943, the Allies also gained the upper hand
i1 the Atlantic, as British and American destroyers and planes devastated the
(,orman submarine fleet. But even though Roosevelt was committed to liber-
Aling Europe from Nazi control, American troops did not immediately become
i1volved on the European continent. As late as the end of 1944, more American
iilitary personnel were deployed in the Pacific than against Germany. In July
{41, American and British forces invaded Sicily, beginning the liberation of
I1]y. A popular uprising in Rome overthrew the Mussolini government, where-
Jipon Germany occupied most of the country. Fighting there raged throughout
1944, s
I'he major involvement of American troops in Europe did not begin until
June 6, 1944. On that date, known as D-Day, nearly 200,000 American, British,
L1l Canadian soldiers under the command of General Dwight D. Eisenhower
[aiided in Normandy in northwestern France. More than a million troops fol-
lowed them ashore in the next few weeks, in the most massive sea—land oper-
Ation in history. After fierce fighting, German armies retreated eastward. By
Aupust, Paris had been liberated.

I'he crucial fighting in Europe, however, took place on the eastern front,
(he seene of an epic struggle between Germany and the Soviet Union. More
than 3 million German soldiers took part in the 1941 invasion. After sweep-
iy through western Russia, German armies in August 1942 launched a siege
Al Stalingrad, a city located deep inside Russia on the Volga River. This proved
1 b catastrophic mistake. Bolstered by an influx of military supplies from
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Although the Japanese navy never fully recovered from its defeats at the Coral Sea and Midway in
1942, it took three more years for American forces to near the Japanese homeland.

the Japanese navy in the Battle of Midway Island. American codebreakers had
managed to decipher the Japanese communications code, so the navy was fore:
warned about the timing of the assault at Midway and prepared an ambush for
the attacking fleet. In the battle, four Japanese aircraft carriers, along with other
vessels, were destroyed. Midway was the turning point of the Pacific naval war,
The victories there and in the Coral Sea allowed American forces to launch the
bloody campaigns that one by one drove the Japanese from fortified islands like
Guadalcanal and the Solomons in the western Pacific and brought American
troops ever closer to Japan.

The War in Europe

The “Grand Alliance” of World War II in Europe brought together the United
States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union, each led by an iron willed,



How did the United E&a mobilize economic §=§a and
promote popular support for the war ¢

WORLD WAR II IN EURQPE. 1942-1945 i lives. Millions of Poles and at least 20 million Russians, probably
el fde « more, perished—not only soldiers but civilian victims of starvation,
Mejor botles and massacres by German soldiers. After his armies had penetrated

Allied offensives

Allied countries

llurope in 1941, moreover, Hitler embarked on the “final solution™—

Juss extermination of “undesirable” peoples—Slavs, gypsies, homo-

Als, and, above all, Jews. By 1945, 6 million Jewish men, women, and

; . fion had died in Nazi death camps. What came to be called the Holo-

 ——— e ‘ . 2N 1| was the horrifying culmination of the Nazi belief that Germans con-
o . ) enaf’ ol o *master race” destined to rule the world.

EHOME FRONT

hilizing for War

end of World War II, some 50 million American men had registered
the draft and 10 nﬁ:&: had been inducted into the military. The army
iplified b i ciety in new ways. Military ser-
thiew together Americans from every region and walk of life, and almost
+ tacial and ethnic background (African-Americans continued to serve in
' units). It brought into contact young men who would never have
sunlered each other in peacetime. Many were the children of immigrants
‘now emerged from urban ethnic communities to fight alongside Amer-
« ltom rural regions with very different cultures and outlooks. The fed-

. ;?:53:&59 ' puvernment ended voluntary enlistment in 1942, relying entirely on the
{Vichy France . g 2 0
PR ik 7o LIBYA (italy) o lor manpower, This ensured that wartime sacrifice was widely shared

llout American society. By contrast, in the decades following the Viet-
1 War, the armed forces have been composed entirely of volunteers and
imilitary includes very few men and women from middle- and upper-class
Lpiotnds, |
World War 1T also transformed the role of the national government. FDR
sl federal agencies like the War Production Board, the War Manpower
ion, and the Office of Price Administration to regulate the allocation
i1, control the shipping industry, establish manufacturing quotas, and fix
 prices, and rents. The number of federal workers rose from 1 million to
i, partofa tremendous growth in new jobs that pushed the unemploy-
nle down from 14 percent in 1940 to 2 percent three years laler.

Hhe povernment _:__: _::?_:m :: war Eozaa and f ivilian indus-

k o 250 500 kilometers

Most of the land fighting in Europe during World War |l took place on the eastern fioil
«. between the German and Soviet armies.

the United States, the Russians surrounded the German troops and [orced!

to surrender. Some 800,000 Germans and 1.2 million Russians perished

fighting. The German surrender at Stalingrad in January 1943 marked th

Ing point of the Furopean war, Combined with a Russian victory al Ku

months later in the greatest tank battle in history, the campaign in the cast

. . astated Hitler’s forces and sent surviving units on a long retreal back &
Germany.

Of 13.6 million German casualties in World War 11, 1o million

on the Russian front, They represented only part of the war's vast i

pevery day and a _,_. e every five minutes The gross national _:.:;:2 rose




federal government forced reluctant employers to recognize unions, i
when Montgomery Ward, the large mail-order company, defied a pio
order, the army seized its headquarters and physically evicted its pie
For their part, union leaders agreed not to strike and conceded emjphs
right to “managerial prerogatives” and a “fair profit.”

Despite the gains produced by labor militancy during the 19308, U
only became firmly established in many sectors of the economy during
War L. By 1945, union membership stood at nearly 15 million, one-third 4
non-farm labor force and the highest proportion in American history. I
labor became a partner in government, it was very much a junior partner
decline of the New Deal, already evident in the late 1930s, proceeded du
the war. Congress continued to be goEEmﬁ,ma by a conservative alliane
Republicans and southern Democrats. They left intact core New Deal @
grams like Social Security but eliminated agencies thought to be controlled
lefiists, including the Civilian Conservation Corps, National Youth Adui
tration, and Works Progress Administration. Congress rejected Roosevell's
for a cap on personal incomes and set taxes on corporate pro ta level
lower than FDR requested. Despite the “no-strike” pledge, 1943 and 194
nessed numerous brief walkouts in which workers protested the increas
speed of assembly-line production and the disparity between wages (rozen
government order and expanding corporate profits.

Fighting for the Four Freedoms

Previous conflicts, including the Mexican War and World War I, had deept
divided American society. In contrast, World War II came tobe HmBmE_E.__ il
the Good War, a time of national unity in pursuit of indisputably noble poa

But all wars require the mobilization of patriotic public opinion. By 1940, ¥
sell goods, we must sell words” had become a motto of advertisers. Foreini
among the words that helped to “sell” World War IT was “freedom.”

Talk of freedom pervaded wartime America. To Roosevelt, the Four [
doms expressed deeply held American values worthy of being spread worlis
wide. Freedom from fear meant not only a longing for peace but also a ma

general desire for security in a world thatappeared to be out of control. I'reedomn

of speech and religion scarcely required detailed explanation. Bul ::__:_ prof
inent place among the Four Freedoms accelerated the process by E::,:. [l rat
Amendment protections of free expression moved to the center of Americing
definition of liberty. In 1941, the administration celebrated with considerable

fanfare the 15oth anniversary of the Bill of Rights (the first ten amendments 1o
the Constitution). FDR described their protections against tyrannical g
ment as defining characteristics of American life, central to the rights of “lres

2 and free women.” In 1943, the Supreme Court reversed a 1940 ruling and,
11l Amendment grounds, upheld the right of Jehovah's Witnesses to refuse
- lule the American flag in public schools. The decision stood in sharp con-
* ! ln he coercive patriotism of World War I, and it affirmed the sanctity of
‘iilual conscience as a bedrock of freedom, even in times of crisis. The jus-
+tonlrasted the American system of constitutional protection for unpopu-
minorities with Nazi tyranny. -+

Fioedom from Want

. “imost ambiguous” of the Four Freedoms, Fortune magazine remarked, was
| from want. Yet this “great inspiring phrase,” as a Pennsylvania steel-
~ukerputitina letter to the president, seemed to strike the deepest chordin a
llon just emerging from the Depression. Roosevelt initially meant it to refer
e climination of barriers to international trade. But he quickly came to link
ulom from want to an economic goal more relevant to the average citizen—
piulecling the future “standard of living of the American worker and farmer”
' puaranteeing that the Depression would not resume after the war. This, he
A lared, would bring “real freedom for the common man.”

When Norman Rockwell's paintings of the Four Freedoms first appeared in
i Saturday Evening Post, each was accompanied by a brief essay. Three of these
©1ys, by the celebrated authors Stephen Vincent Benét, Booth Tarkington, and
Wil Durant, emphasized that the values Rockwell depicted were essentially
Ainerican and the opposite of those of the Axis powers. For Freedom from Want,
the editors chose an unknown Filipino poet, Carlos Bulosan, who had emigrated
tuthe United States at the age of sixteen. Bulosan’s essay showed how the Four
Fivedoms could inspire hopes for a better future as well as nostalgia for Rock-
well's imagined small-town past. Bulosan wrote of those Americans still out-
ile the social mainstream—migrant workers, cannery laborers, black victims
ulnepregation—for whom freedom meant having enough to eat, sending their
ren to school, and being able to “share the promise and fruits of American

e

The Office of War Information

[ie history of the Office of War Information (OWT), created in 1942 to mobi-
lize public opinion, illustrates how the political divisions generated by the
New Deal affected efforts to promote the Four Freedoms. The liberal Dem-
uerats who dominated the OWT's writing staff sought to make the conflict

‘o tpeople’s war' for freedom.” The OWI feared that Americans had only a
vague understanding of the war's purposes and that the populace seemed
more fervently committed to paying back the Japanese for their attack on

—



“THIS WORLD CANNOT EXIST
HALF SLAVE AND HALF FREE"

Each side in World War |l invoked history to rally
support for its cause. The poster issued by the
Office of War Information in the United States
links the words of Abraham Lincoln to the strug-
gle against Nazi tyranny.

Pearl Harbor than ridding the world of
fascism. They utilized radio, film, the
press, and other media to give the con
flict an ideological meaning, while
seeking toavoid the nationalist hyste
ria of World War L :
Wartime mobilization drew ol
deep-seated American traditions. The
portrait of the United States holding
aloft the torch of liberty in a world
overrun by oppression reached back uf
least as far as the American Revolution:
The description of a world half slave
and half free recalled the Great Emanci
pator. But critics charged that the OWI
seemed most interested in promoting
the definition of freedom Roosevelt had
emphasized during the rg30s. One of
its first pamphlets listed as elements ol
freedom the right to a job at fair pay and
to adequate food, clothing, shelter, anil
medical care. Concerned that the OWI
was devoting as much time to promal

ing New Deal social programs as to the

war effort, Congress eliminated most of
its funding.

The Fifth Freedom

After Congress curtailed the OWL, the “selling of America” became overwhelm
ingly a private affair. Under the watchful eye of the War Advertising Council;
private companies joined in the campaign to promote QEP: s,
while positioning themselves and their brand names for the postwar world
Alongside advertisements urging Americans to purchase war bonds, guard
against revealing military secrels, and grow “victory gardens” to allow food to b
sent to the army, the war witnessed a burst of messages marketing advertisens’
definition of freedom. Without directly criticizing Roosevelt, they repeatedly sug
gested that he had overlooked a fifth freedom. The National Association of M
ufacturers and individual companies bombarded Americans wilh pr eleases
radio programs, and advertisements attributing the amazing feats of wartime pro
duction to “free enterprise,”

Americans on the home front enjoyed a prosperity many could scarcely
remember. Despite the rationing of scarce consumer items like coffee, meat,
nd gasoline, consumers found more goods available in 1944 than when the
war began. With the memory of the Depression still very much alive, business-
men predicted a postwar world filled with consumer goods, with “freedom of
‘hoice” among abundant possibilities assured if only private enterprise were
liberated from government controls. One advertisement for Royal typewriters,
entitled “What This War Is All About,” explained that victory would “hasten
the day when you . .. can once more walk into any store in the land and buy
inything you want.” Certainly, ads suggested, the war did not imply any alter-
tion in American institutions. “T'm fighting for freedom,” said a soldier in

n ad by the Nash-Kelvinator Corporation. “So don't anybody tell me I'll find
\merica changed.”

Women at Work

During the war, the nation engaged in an unprecedented mobilization of
womanpower”_to fill industrial jobs vacated by men. OWI publications
ncouraged women to go to work, Hollywood films glorified the independent
voman, and private advertising celebrated the achievements of Rosie the Riv-
ler, the female industrial laborer depicted as muscular and self-reliant in Nor-
man Rockwell’s famous magazine cover. With 15 million men in the armed
\rces, women in 1944 made up more than one-third of the civilian labor force,
ind 350,000 served in auxiliary military units.

Even though most women workers still labored in clerical and service jobs,
lew opportunities suddenly opened in industrial, professional, and govern-
nent positions previously restricted to men. On the West Coast, one-third of
the workers in aircraft manufacturing and shipbuilding were women. For the
lirst time in history, married women in their thirties outnumbered the young
ind single among female workers. Women forced unions like the United Auto
Workers to confront issues like equal pay for equal work, maternity leave, and
hildcare facilities for working mothers. Defense companies sponsored swing

‘hands and dances to boost worker morale and arranged dates between male

ind female workers. Having enjoyed what one wartime worker called “a taste

tde toward the work of women," But ¢h

| freedom™—doing “men’s” jobs for men’s wages and, sometimes, engaging in
rxual activity while unmarried—many women hoped to remain in the labor
lorce once peace returned.

T'he Pull of Tradition

Weas anation,” procl icle,

med one magazi

must change our basic atti-
e proved diflicult, The government,
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This photograph captyres the enthusiasm of
three *fly girls ~female pilots employed by the
air force to deliver cargo and passengers and
test military aircraft. Known as WASPs (Women
Airforce Service Pilots), they eventually num-
bered over 1,000 aviators, who trained at an
all-female base at Avenger Field in Sweetwater,

Texas. They did not take part in combat, but
thirty-eight died in service.

employers, and unions depicted éoiw as
a temporary necessity, notan mu.%m:mmoz
of women’s freedom. ?WZmH.DmmBmHm
assured women laboring in factories
that they, too, were “fighting for free-
dom.” But their language spoke o.m sac-
rifice and military victory, ﬂoﬁ. Em.r.a_
independence, or sclf-determination
One union publication even declared,
“There should be a law Hmﬂcwmsm.gm
women who have taken over men's jobs
to be laid off after the war.” When the
war ended, most female war workers,
especially those in better-paying Emc..o,-
trial employment, did indeed lose their
jobs. :

Despite the upsurge in the ch,_
ber of working women, the m%mﬁmﬂw
“world of tomorrow” rested on a vision
of family-centered prosperity. Like Nor-

e

man Rockwell’s Four Freedoms paint-
ings, these wartime discussions of freedom simultaneously looked forward to %
day of material abundance and back to a time when the family stood as the bed:
rock of society, The “American way of life” celebrated during the war nmd_ﬁﬂmgwcm
the woman with “a husband to meet every night at the door,” and a home stoc mm
with household appliances and consumer goods. Advertisements ﬁmiwmﬁﬁmﬁ
working women dreaming of their boyfriends in the army and mB@ﬂmmMm g
with the proper makeup, women could labor in a factory and remain a ﬁ.w oBc
to men. Men in the army seem to have assumed 5&.9@ would return N
to resume traditional family life. In one wartime radio program, a u%wwm e
described his goal for peacetime: “Havin’ a home and moﬂm kids, an Sw
fresh air out in the suburbs . . . livin and workin’ decent, like free people.

VISIONS oF POSTWAR FREEDOM

Toward an American Century

! . . ; sw Deal

The prospect of an affluent future provided a point of dﬁ:«.ﬁumgmo_ﬂp 7,_9“(_.._ .
ers and conseryatives, business and labor. And the promise of _::_J_:__ e
some extent united two of the most celebrated blueprints for the postwar world:

i R T bilize
One was The Ameriean Centiry. publisher Henry Luce's 1041 ¢ {Tort to m .»

the American people both for the coming war and for an era of postwar world
leadership. Americans, Luce’s book insisted, must embrace the role history had
thrust upon them as the “dominant power in the world.” They must seize the
opportunity to share with “all peoples” their “magnificent industrial products”
and the “great American ideals,” foremost among which stood “love of freedom.”
After the war, American power and American values would underpin a previ-
ously unimaginable prosperity—*“the abundant life,” Luce called it—produced
by “free economic enterprise.”

The idea of an American mission to spread democracy and freedom goes
back to the Revolution. But traditionally, it had envisioned the country as an
example, not an active agent imposing the American model throughout the
globe. Luce’s essay anticipated important aspects of the postwar world. But
its bombastic rhetoric and a title easily interpreted as a call for an American
imperialism aroused immediate opposition among liberals and the left. Henry
Wallace offered their response in “The Price of Free World Victory,” an address
delivered in May 1942 to the Free World Association.

Wallace, secretary of agriculture during the rg930s and one of the more
liberal New Dealers, had replaced Vice President John Nance Garner as Roos-
evelt’s running mate in 1940. In contrast to Luce’s American Century, a world
of business dominance no less than of American power, Wallace predicted that
the war would usher in a “century of the common man.” The “march of free-
dom,” said Wallace, would continue in the postwar world. That world, how-
ever, would be marked by international cooperation, not any single power’s
rule. Governments acting to “humanize” capitalism and redistribute economic
resources would eliminate hunger, illiteracy, and poverty.

Luce and Wallace both spoke the language of freedom. Luce offered a con-
lident vision of worldwide free enterprise, while Wallace anticipated a global
New Deal. But they had one thing in common—a new conception of America’s
role in the world, tied to continued international involvement, the promise of
cconomic abundance, and the idea that the American expetience should serve

a5 a model for all other nations. Neither took into account the ideas that other
countries might have developed as to how to proceed once the war had ended.

bir

I'he Way of Life of Free Men”

l'ven as Congress moved to dismantle parts of the New Deal, liberal Democrats
and their left-wing allies unveiled plans for a postwar economic policy that

would allow all Americans to enjoy freedom from want, In 1942 and 1943, the
teports of the National Resources Planning Board (NRPB) offered a blueprint
lora peacetime economy based on [ullemployment, an expanded welfare state,
anda widely shared American standard of living, Economic se urity and full



employment were the board’s watchwords. It called for a “new bill of rights®
that would include all Americans in an expanded Social Security mﬁﬁ.mB and
guarantee access to education, health care, adequate housing, and _oﬁ for
able-bodied adults. The NRPB’s plan for a “full-employment economy” with a
“fair distribution of income,” said The Nation, embodied “the way of life of free
men.”

The reports continued a shift in liberals’ outlook that dated from @.ﬁ lale
1930s. Rather than seeking to reform the institutions of capitalism, liberals
would henceforth rely on government spending to secure full employmenl,
social welfare, and mass consumption, while leaving the operation om. Ea
economy in private hands. The reports appeared to reflect the views of Britigh
economist John Maynard Keynes, who, as noted in the previous nﬁm@ﬁmﬁ. had
identified government spending as the best way to promote economic maoﬁ”:r
even if it caused budget deficits. The war had, in effect, ended the Um?mmﬂ.s:
by implementing a military version of Keynesianism. In calling for massive
spending on job creation and public works—urban redevelopment, rural elec
trification, an overhaul of the transportation system, and the :w?lﬁrw NRIH
proposed the continuation of Keynesian spending in peacetime. m&.ﬁ. this went
so far beyond what Congress was willing to support that it eliminated the
NRPB’s funding.

An Economic Bill of Rights

Mindful that public opinion polls showed a large majority of Americans fava
ing a guarantee of employment for those who could not find work, the w,.c._.
dent in 1944 called for an “Economic Bill of Rights.” The original Bill of Rights
restricted the power of government in the name of liberty. FDR ?omo%a 16
expand its power in order to secure full employment, an adequate 1nCOTE
medical care, education, and a decent home for all Americans. -
Already ill and preoccupied with the war, Roosevelt spoke only Oonmm_.: |
ally of the Economic Bill of Rights during the 1944 presidential campalg
The replacement of Vice President Henry Wallace by Harry S. Truman, ..%c:
little-known senator from Missouri, suggested that the president didnotin :..: d
to do battle with Congress over social policy. Congress did not enact the lico
nomic Bill of Rights. But in 1944, it extended to the millions of returning veler
ans an array of benefits, including unemployment pay, scholarships for :_:.: ‘'t
education, low-cost mortgage loans, pensions, and job training. The mES., .
men’s Readjustment Act, or GI Bill of Rights, was one of the most far-reaching
pieces of social legislation in American history. Aimed at rewarding membie
of the armed forces for their service and preventing the widespread :E..._:___:
ment and economic disruption that had followed World War 1, it profoundl

vhaped postwar society. By 1946, more than 1 million veterans were attend-
ing college under its provisions, making up half of total college enrollment.
\lmost 4 million would receive home mortgages, spurring the postwar subur-
han housing boom.

During 1945, unions, civil rights organizations, and religious groups urged
Longress to enact the Full Employment Bill, which tried to do for the entire
cconomy what the GI Bill promised veterans. The measure established a “right
lo employment” for all Americans and required the federal government to
Increase its level of spending to create enough jobs in case the economy failed
10 do so. The target of an intense business lobbying campaign, the bill only
Passed in 1946 with the word “Full” removed from its title and after its commit-
ment to governmental job creation had been eliminated. But as the war drew to
I close, most Americans embraced the idea that the government must continue
0 play a major role in maintaining employment and a high standard of living.

The Road to Serfdom

Ihe failure of the Full Employment Bill confirmed the political stalemate
that had begun with the elections of 1938. It also revealed the renewed intel-
lectual respectability of fears that economic planning represented a threat
0 liberty. When the New Republic spoke of full employment as the “road to
licedom,” it subtly acknowledged the impact of The Road to Serfdom (1944), a
Airprise best-seller by Friedrich A. Hayek, a previously obscure Austrian-born
‘tonomist. Hayek claimed that even the best-intentioned government efforts
o direct the economy posed a threat to individual liberty. He offered a simple
nessage—-“Planning leads to dictatorship.”

Coming at a time when the miracles of war production had reinvigorated
lielief in the virtues of capitalism, and with the confrontation with Nazism
lighlighting the danger of merging economic and political power, Hayek
ollered a new intellectual justification for opponents of active government. In a
‘omplex economy, he insisted, no single person or group of experts could possi-
hly possess enough knowledge to direct economic activity intelligently. A free
market, he wrote, mobilizes the fragmented and partial knowledge scattered
throughout society far more effectively than a planned economy.

Unlike many of his disciples, Hayek was not a doctrinaire advocate of
liissez-faire. His book endorsed measures that later conservatives would
denounce as forms of socialism—minimum wage and maximum hours laws,
wlitrust enforcement, and a social safety net guaranteeing all citizens a basic
mum of food, shelter, and clothing, I Tayek, moreover, criticized traditional
rvatives for fondness for social hierarchy and authoritarian govern-
ment “Lam nota conservative,” he would later write, Bul by equating fascism,




d American 5?&!@.-.&.%&%. threats

and

i ifyi i i ith aloss
socialism, and the New Deal and by identifying economic planning Hm?mﬂmg
of %Hmmaou_b he helped lay the foundation for the rise of modern .hnOm il
and a revival of laissez-faire economic thought. As Emmﬂﬁ meqH %H i moawm.é

ttle over the government’s pro
stage was set for a renewed ba rt : i
mbw the economy, and the social conditions of American freedo

matter of mind and heart,” and 4
a statement more effective in mobilizin
ely describing the nation’s Past. Mindful of

matter of race or ancestry”—,
for the war than in accurat

THE AMERIGAN DILEMMA

: istic of
The unprecedented attention to freedom as the %msﬁm %Mmﬂ%ﬂﬁ“ﬁo?
American life had implications that went far w.m<odm Mmu clvesias o N
World War II reshaped Americans’ cd@owmﬁb&sm oﬂﬁ mEMm,ﬁmH e
The struggle against Nazi tyranny m.E.m b % md religious and eth:
ited ethnic and racial inequality. Originally EoBoﬁ.m N ¢ m% 2 plol
nic minorities in the rg20s and the Popular Front E.Jm wwﬁwﬁﬁvﬁ o
@Vision of American society now became part of official r. : .amw ed, Wil
Mrm United States apart from its wartime foes, ﬁwm mo<ﬂwmwwh Mwm wld_n:u_ 3
icati ideals of the Four Freedoms L ,
% MM%o%mwhwwmﬁwwwmwwwmwmﬁmwo:m. and national origins non.E mewﬂﬂwn_u&__
freedoms equally. Racism was the enemy’s wrbomhowgnm?wmwnﬂw the new
on toleration of diversity and equality for all. By the MH . o>5mnowu.5 i
vzt gious i ligen el caug g HS&W ntisdiction i
than members of distinct and inferior “races.” And t M MME ————

the principle of equal freedom and the actual status of blac
forefront of national life.

megrown product and declared bigots more d
than spies—they were “fighting for the enemy.”

Horrified by the uses to which the Nazis put the idea of inborn rac
ence, biological and social scientists abandoned belief in a link am;
culture, and intelligence, an idea only recently central to their discipli
lenedict’s Races and Racism (1942) described racism as 3 travesty of

knowledge.” In the same year, Ashley Montagu’s Man’s Most Dangerous 1
lallacy of Race became 3 bestseller. By the war’

heen stripped of intellectual respectability,

‘lewed as psychological disorders.
Hollywood, too, did its part,

ltsenting various regional, ethn

s end, racism and natiy
at least outside the South, a

portraying fighting units whoge memb
ic, and religious backgrounds, put asid

pinner, In the ilm Bataan, the ¢
dier, even though the real army
molion picture, This Is the Army,
Keapan, offe

was racially segregated. The war's most |
starring, among others, future president
red a vision of postwar society that celebrated the ethnic dive

the American people,
Patriotic Assimilation Intolerance, of course, hardly disappeared from >meomu life. O;
ted a vast melting pot, especially | fepondent complained to Norman Rockwell that he included too
Among other things, World Swmu w.mmwz Millions of Americans moved o Toreipn looking” faces in hig Freedom of Worship painting. Many busine
European MBBMmE.Em and their an. Hfﬁ.mm rural enclaves into the army siveinment circles still excluded Jews. Along with the fact that early rep
offurbantethnicineighborhoodsian b ntact with people of very difle e Holocaust were too terrible to be believed, anti-Semitism contributed
industrial plants where EMM CaE HMMOM an:m d their “patriotic assimilafls sciment's unwillingness to allow more than a handful of Europeas
. What one historian | 8O0 it FAs prttres
WMWWHMMMMMEW&@oB the forced Americanization of World War 1. While A luring the course
iffere

of the war) to find refuge in the United States.
amed during the war of the extent of Hitler’s
sence in Burope, But he

i lure as a naliog
Wilson administration had established Anglo-Saxon n:::”,m#m” M_:: 3
norm, Roosevelt promoted pluralism as the only source of ha y

Sl himself Je
W [ewish pre

“final soluti

failed to authorize ajr strikes that ;
. : of life. wrote the movelist Pearl| But it have destroyed German death camps,
diverse society. The American émww . u.%m rinciple that “persons of Nonetheless, the war made millions of ethnic Americans, especiall
OWI pamphlet, rested on Eoﬂﬁmﬁ ﬁoo #M:ma,%m: frecdom they can beco 1ol the new immigrants, feel ‘.w_me\,lBEH.hrE.@E%;:h [ time, D
lands can live together . .. and if they B war one New York “ethnie”
united people.”

called, “the Ialo-Americans stopped'



stopped at the color line.

LUCHAMOS POR LA
VICTORIA

ethnic diversity. This one, directed at Hispanics,

tions, in dismal
suggests that there is no contradiction between ; aipoyeIly:

pride in ethnic heritage and loyalty to the United The war set in motion changes that
States. would reverberate in the postwar years.

Under the bracero program agreed to by

! : the Mexican and American governments
1n 1942 (the name derives from brazo, the Spanish word for arm), tens of thousands

of contract laborers crossed into the United States to take up jobs as domestic and
agricultural workers. Initially designed as a temporary response to the wartime
labor shortage, the program lasted until 1964. During the period of the bracero pro-
gram, more than 4.5 million Mexicans entered the United States under govern-
ment labor contracts (while a slightly larger number were arrested forille gal entry
by the Border Patrol). Braceros were supposed toreceive decent housing and wages.
But since they could not become citizens and could be deported at any time, they
found it almost impossible to form unions or secure better working conditions.
Eﬁrocmr the bracero program reinforced the status of immigrants from
g@.nmo as an unskilled labor force, wartime employment opened new oppor:
tunities for second-generation Mexican-Americans, :E::.,.h,_n of ::Emmsn_.m of
men and women emerged from ethnic neighborhoods, or barrios

defense industries and serve in (he army (where, unlike black:

Italo and started becoming Americans.”
But the event that inspired this com:
ment, the Harlem race riot of 1943,
suggested that patriotic assimilation

The Bracero Program

The war had a far more ambiguous
meaning for non-white groups than for
whites. On the eve of Pear] Tarbor, racial
: . barriers remained deeply entrenched in
»szEz._._m 10008 = .ﬁsmnnmu life. Southern blacks were
x still trapped in a rigid system of segre-
gation. Asians could not emigrate to
; the United States or become natural-
ized citizens. As noted in the previous

* * b P
%gmm_ﬁhzw h —. chapter, more than 400,000 Mexican-
LETS _mwm_.:. GULRUAIH LN  Americans had been  “voluntarily”
One series of posters issued by the Office of War Tepatriated 3 local authorities in the

Information to mobilize support for the war effort ~ >0Uthwest during the Depression. Most
emphasized respect for the country’s racial and American Indians still lived on reserva-

alongside whites). For Mexican-American women in particuls
afforded new opportunities for public participation and higher inc
ilathe Riveter” took her place alongside “Rosie” in the West Coast’s 1
war production factories. Government publications and newspap
celebrated their role as patriotic mothers who encouraged their son
the army and offered moral support while they were away at war. .
cano” culture—a fusion of Mexican heritage and American exper
heing born. Contact with other groups led many to learn English as
rise in interethnic marriages.

Mexican-American Rights

T'he zoot suit riots of 1943, in which club-wielding sailors anc
attacked Mexican-American youths wearing flamboyant cloth
streets of Los Angeles, illustrated the limits of wartime tolerance. .
Irast between the war’s rhetoric of freedom and pluralism and tl
continued discrimination inspired a heightened consciousness of
Mexican-Americans brought complaints of discrimination bef
imployment Practices Commission (FEPC) to fight the practice il
west of confining them to the lowest-paid work or paying them |
than white workers doing the same jobs.

Perhaps half a million Mexican-American men and women s
armed forces. And with discrimination against Mexicans an incres
rassment in view of Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor policy, Texas (th
the largest population of Mexican descent) in 1943 unanimousk
oddly-named Caucasian Race—Equal Privileges resolution. It stat
“all the nations of the North and South American continents” we
the struggle against Nazism, “all persons of the Caucasian race” we
equal treatment in places of public accommodation. Since Texas |
defined Mexicans as white, the measure applied to them while not
the segregation of blacks. The resolution lacked an enforcement
Indeed, because of continued discrimination in Texas, the Mex
ment for a time prohibited the state from receiving laborers unde
program.

Indians during the War

The war also brought many American Indians closer to the m.
American life. Some 25,000 served in the army (including the fa
scode-lalkers,” who transmitted messages in their complex nati
which the Japanese could not decipher). Insisting that the United
the authority to draft Indian men into the army, the roguois issu




declaration of war against the Axis powers. Tens of ﬁroammﬁmm of Indians Hn_.:
reservations for jobs in war industries. Exposed for the first ﬂEm. to urban _,__ ¢
and industrial society, many chose not to return to the .Hmmmﬁmﬁwobm. after the
war ended (indeed, the reservations did not share in wartime prosperity). Some
Indian veterans took advantage of the GI Bill to attend no:mmw after the war, ail
opportunity that had been available to very few Indians previously.
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Asian-Americans in Wartime

guviru_w

Asian-Americans’ war experience was paradoxical. More than mo.oool#“ﬁ
children and grandchildren of immigrants from QH.EP Hmwmp W.oﬁmm, W& the
Philippines—fought in the army, mostly in all-Asian units. With C wﬁm.pa
ally in the Pacific war, Congress in 1943 ended wmmmm.mm of complete mxnh.m_c__..
by establishing a nationality quota for Chinese E.Eﬁmﬂim. The mbﬁcm Ms._, !
of 105 hardly suggested a desire for a large-scale influx. ME the image 0 ﬁ..a
Chinese as gallant fighters defending their country against ?mm::._mm mmm_. a-m
sion called into question long-standing racial mﬁmumﬁ.u.&%mm. As in the nm&, %
Mexican-Americans, large numbers of Chinese-Americans moved out of ethnie
ghettos to work alongside whites in jobs on the WOB.m front. 4
The experience of Japanese-Americans was far different. Many >d_pmzp_p=.
viewed the war against Germany as an ideological mﬁcmmﬁm. But voﬁw.mimm AW
the Pacific war as a race war. Japanese propaganda mmEQ.mm %Bmdnmsm an p
self-indulgent people contaminated by ethnic and racial QZQE.Q ‘mm B.uﬂu_m,n..
to the racially “pure” Japanese. In the United m.mm..:wm, long-standing prejud _.ﬁ .. :
and the shocking attack on Pearl Harbor noa_cﬁ& to anﬁnm an E_.:uz _.p ._
dented hatred of Japan. “In all our history,” according to one historian, “‘no [o&
has been detested as were the Japanese.” Government propaganda mmn_ wil
films portrayed the Japanese foe as rats, dogs, gorillas, wbm sn mwm.mlwm..m:m._ and
subhuman. They blamed Japanese aggression on a violent .EQ& or nationak
character, nat, as in the case of Germany and Italy, on Jﬁm.sEan Hﬁm.Hm. y
About 70 percent of Japanese-Americans in the ooﬁﬂwmﬁ.ﬁ United Stales
lived in California, where they dominated vegetable mmHBE.m in the Los Anps |
les area. One-third were first-generation immigrants, @i issei, but a mccm..&_:__
majority were nisei—Amertican-born, and therefore citizens. .Msms% of m_:__ i
ter spoke only English, had never been to Japan, m.ba had tried .ﬁ.o mu_ﬂm_:__ __ d :
despite prevailing prejudice. But the Japanese-American 8555::.« co :. _ﬂ ek
remain unaffected by the rising tide of hatred. The mo%ﬁ:ﬁmﬂ bent over bat
ward to include German-Americans and Italian-Americans in :é_ war eflor |
It ordered the arrest of only a handful of the more than 800,000 A._E._:.:_ ._=.._
Ttalian nationals in the United States when the war began, Bul it viewed eve
person of Japanese ethnicity as a potential spy.
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Internment camps
Figures show highest number
interned at each camp.
Demarcates area from which

|apanese-Americans were excluded

More than 100,000 Japanese-Americans —the majority American citizens —were forcil
lioim their homes to internment camps during World War 1.

Jnpanese-American Internment

talifornia, as discussed in Chapter 19, had a long history of hostility t
the Japanese. Now, inspired by exaggerated fears of a Japanese invasion
West Coast and pressured by whites who saw an opportunity to gain
{0 of Japanese-American property, the military persuaded FDR to issug
ulive Order go66. Promulgated in February 1942, this ordered the reloca
Il persons of Japanese descent from the West Coast. That spring and su
ithorities removed more than 110,000 men, women, and children——
thirds of them American citizens—to camps far from their home
uider did not apply to persons of Japanese descent living in Hawaii, wher
ipresented nearly 40 percent of the population. Despite Hawaii’s vt
Hility, its economy could not function without Japanese-American labe
Japanese American internment provided ammunition for Japan’s clair
i sions in Asia were intended to defend the rights of non-white D
sl colonial rule and a racist United States.




The internees were subjected to a quasi-military discipline in the campt
piving in former horse stables, makeshift shacks, or barracks behind barbed
wire fences, they were awakened for roll call at 6:45 each morning and ate
their meals (which rarely included the Japanese cooking to which they were
mnndeBm& in giant mess halls, Armed guards patrolled the camps, w:n_
searchlights shone all night. Privacy was difficult to come by, mﬁm. medical
facilities were often nonexistent, Nonetheless, the internees did .%m:\._ummﬁ .8
create an atmosphere of home, decorating their accommodations with ?p
ures, flowers, and curtains, planting vegetable gardens, and setting up activi
ties like sports clubs and art classes for themselves.

Internment revealed how easily war can undermine basic freedoms. There
were no court hearings, no due process, and no writs of habeas corpus. On¢
searches the wartime record in vain for public protests among non-Japanese
against the gravest violation of civil liberties since the end of slavery. The pres§
supported the policy almost unanimously. Tn Congress, only mm:mﬂoH.WO_um.:
Taft of Ohio spoke out against it. Groups publicly committed to fighting dis
crimination, from the Communist Party to the NAACP and the American Jew:
ish Committee, either defended the policy or remained silent.

The courts refused to intervene, In 1944, in Korematsu v. United mﬁﬂmm_. the
gupreme Court denied the appeal of Fred Korematsu, a Japanese-Americall
citizen who had been arrested for refusing to present himself for internment,
gpeaking for a 6-3 majority, Justice Hugo Black, usually an mﬁm mmmmbamw of
civil liberties, upheld the legality of the internment policy, insisting that an
order applying only to persons of Japanese descent was not based on race. The
Court has never overturned the Korematsu decision, As Justice Robert IT. Jack
gon warned in his dissent, it “lies about like a loaded weapon ready for Lot E,E_
of any authority that can bring forward a plausible claim” of national security.

The government marketed war bonds to the internees. It established a loy
alty oath program, expecting Japanese-Americans to swear allegiance to the
government that had imprisoned them and to enlist in the army. Some young
men refused, and about 200 were sent to prison for resisting the draft. “Let u
out and then maybe I'l think about risking my skin for ‘the land of the free,”
one of the resisters remarked. But 20,000 Japanese-Americans joined the m:.dna
forces from the camps, along with another 13,000 from Hawaii. Contradictions
abounded in the wartime experiences of Japanese-Americans. In 1944, Sono
Jsato danced the role of an American beauty queen in the musical On the Town
on Broadway, and her brother fought for the US. Army in the Pacific theater,
while the government interned their father because he had been bornin Japan

A long campaign for acknowledgment of the injustice done L0
Japanese-Americans followed the end of the war. In 1988, Congress ,::w_:
n::i for internment and provided $20,000 in compensation (o cach surviving

“ichim, President Bill Clinton subsequently awarded Fred Korematsu the
lential Medal of Freedom.

Hlacks and the War

\lthough the treatment of Japanese-Americans revealed the stubborn t
iiclsm in American life, the wartime message of freedom portended a
ltinsformation in the status of blacks. “There never has been, there isn’
And there never will be,” Roosevelt declared, “any race of people on the ez
I serve as masters over their fellow men.” Yet Nazi Germany cited Am
practices as proof of its own race policies. Washington remained a rigid
tepated city, and the Red Cross refused to mix blood from blacks and wh
tv blood banks (thereby, critics charged, in effect accepting Nazi race the
tharles Drew, the black scientist who pioneered the techniques of storir
“hipping blood plasma—a development of immense importance to the
ment of wounded soldiers—protested bitterly against this policy, pointi
that it had no scientific basis. In 1940 and 1941, even as Roosevelt called |
I0 the free peoples of Europe, thirteen lynchings took place in the United !
The war spurred a movement of black population from the rural So
the cities of the North and West that dwarfed the Great Migration of Worl
[ and the 1920s. In the second Great Migration, about 700,000 black mi;
poured out of the South on what they called “liberty trains,” seeking jobs
industrial heartland. They encountered sometimes violent hostility. In 1
light at a Detroit city park spiraled into a race riot that left thirty-four pe
dead, and a “hate strike” of 20,000 workers protested the upgrading of
cmployees in a plant manufacturing aircraft engines. The war failed t
lynching. Isaac Simmons, a black minister, was murdered in 1944 for ref
l0sell his land to a white man who believed it might contain oil. The crin
went unpunished. This took place in Liberty, Mississippi.

Blacks and Military Service

When World War II began, the air force and marines had no black men
I'he army restricted the number of black enlistees and contained onl
black officers, three of them chaplains. The navy accepted blacks only as
ers and cooks.

During the war, more than 1 million blacks served in the armed f
They did so in segregated units, largely confined to construction, tran
and other noncombat tasks, Many northern hlack drafiees were sent |
South for military training, where they found themselves excluded
movie theaters and servicemen's clubs on military bases and abused
they ventured into local towns, Black soldies sometimes had to give up




A sign displayed opposite a Detroit housing proj-
ect in 1942 symbolizes one aspect of what Gun-
nar Myrdal called “the American Dilemma” —the

persistence of raciem in the midst of a worldwide

struggle for freedom.
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An American Dilemma

__:_ cvent H.mmm.n.mmm .%w new concern with the status of black Amer
ian the publication in 1944 of An American Dilemma, a sprawlin
the _,.E,mﬂ%m racial past, present, and future written _uw the wéma.m
entist Ccﬁ.sm:, Myrdal. The book offered an uncompromising wowu
._“__ ply racism Was msqmwnwmm in law, politics, economics, and moﬁm.
ul Eﬁm& combined this sobering analysis with admiration for wh
thi American Creed—belief in equality, justice, equal opportunity, ar
| _:,As_ﬁ. he argued, had made Americans more aware than m<mw‘, of
i Lic n between this creed and the reality of racial inequality. He
there is bound to be a redefinition of the Negro's status as mﬁmmimﬁ
Myrdal’s notion of a conflict between American values om
tacial policies was hardly new—TFrederick Douglass and W. E Mﬁﬁ
: 11 much the same thing. But in the context of a éoHES.H.Hm .mﬁ.s
Nz __:s.mba rising black demands for equality at home, his book st :
Il identified a serious national problem and seemed S.omﬁ an M i
jath to peaceful change, in which the federal government éoﬁwaﬂ
in :::.Ei:m discrimination. This coupling of an appeal to A :
ples with federal social engineering established a liberal om.ﬁ.Bmz
tions that would survive for many years. 2 g
By 1945, support forracial justice had finally taken its place on the
,:_ nda alongside full employment, civil liberties, and the expan
low | F..m_ welfare state. Roosevelt himself rarely m@_%m outonr i
imany liberals insisted that racial discrimination must be nonmwmw
gh federal antilynching legislation, equal opportunity in the
in end Lo segregated housing and schools, and the mﬁumnﬂow of Soc
proprams to cover agricultural and domestic workers. This warti
“. racially integrated full employment economy moddmn a brid ﬂ
(ow Deal and the Great Society of the 1960s (see Chapter 25) ~

Hlnck Internationalism

Inn the nineteenth century, black radicals like David Walker and M
had sought to link the fate of African-Americans with that of pe Hm
descentin c::;. parts of the world, especially the Caribbean ms% >WMM_
5 of the twentieth century, this kind of international noumn:.
remvigorated. Garveyism (discussed in Chapler 19) was one exam
ectedin the five Pan-African Congresses that met _:._E.E_: :__
[ by black intellectuals from the U Lo, the € __:;:,_w,.
e _:_:___,__,_,__::::._.H_::._:_:_:.._ tule of Africa ar
tuh asense of unity among all people in the African diaspora (a |




describe the scattering of a people who share a single national, religious, or raciu
identity). At the home of George Padmore, a West Indian labor organizer and ¢
tor living in London, black American leaders like W. E. B. Du Bois and Paul Ro
son came into contact with future leaders of African independence movemenis
such as Jomo Kenyatta (Kenya), Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana), and Nnamdi Aziki
(Nigeria). “I discovered Africa in London,” Robeson remarked.

Through these gatherings, Du Bois, Robeson, and others developed an oul-
look that linked the plight of black Americans with that of people of calar
worldwide. Racism, they came to believe, originated not in irrational hatt ‘_
but in the slave trade and slavery. In the modern age, it was perpetuated by
colonialism. Thus, freeing Africa from colonial rule would encourage greater
equality at home.

World War I stimulated among African-Americans an even greater awale
ness of the links between racism in the United States and colonialism abroad:
In 1942, the Pittsburgh Courier, a major black newspaper, began publishing rej
ular columns on events in India (where the British had imprisoned leaders uf
the movement for national independence) and China. In the same year, Role
son founded the Council on African Affairs, which tried to place colonial liler
ation at the top of the black American agenda.

THE END OF THE WAR

As 1945 opened, Allied victory was assured. In December 1944, in a desperate
gamble, Hitler launched a surprise counterattack in France that pushed Allied
forces back fifty miles, creating a large bulge in their lines. The largest single
battle ever fought by the U.S. Army, the Battle of the Bulge produced more Lhai
70,000 American casualties. But by early 1945 the assault had failed.

In March, American troops crossed the Rhine River and entered the indu
trial heartland of Germany. Hitler took his own life, and shortly afterward
Soviet forces occupied Berlin. On May 8, known as V-E Day (for victory i
Europe), came the formal end to the war against Germany. In the Pacific, Amel
ican forces moved ever closer to Japan. They reconquered Guam in August 1944
and landed in the Philippines two months later, where they destroyed mos| of
the remainder of the enemy fleet in the naval battle of Leyte Gulf.

“The Most Terrible Weapon”

Franklin D. Roosevelt defeated Republican nominee Thomas E. Dewey, the gov:
ernor of New York, to win an unprecedented fourth term in 1944. But FDR did
not live to see the Allied victory. He succumbed to a stroke on April 12, 1g44
To his successor, Harry S, Truman, fell one of the most momentous decisions
ever confronted by an American presidentwhether to use the

Jpainst Japan, Truman did not know about the bomb until after he became pres-
llent. Then, Secretary of War Stimson informed him that the United States had
veretly developed “the most terrible weapon ever known in human history.”

The bombwas a practical realization of the theory of relativity, a rethinking
ol the laws of physics developed early in the twentieth century by the German
‘ientist Albert Einstein. Energy and matter, Einstein showed, represented two
lorms of the same phenomenon. According to his famous equation E=mc?, the
rnergy contained in matter equals ils mass times the speed of light squared—
in enormous amount. By using certain forms of uranium, or the man-made
¢lement plutonium, an atomic reaction could be created that transformed part
ol the mass into energy. This energy could be harnessed to provide a form of
tontrolled power, or it could be unleashed in a tremendous explosion.

Having fled to the United States from Hitler's Germany, Einstein in 1939
warned Roosevelt that Nazi scientists were trying to develop an atomic weapon
ind urged the president to do likewise. In the following year, FDR authorized
what came to be known as the Manhattan Project, a top-secret program in
which American scientists developed an atomic bomb during World War II.
I'e weapon was tested successfully in the New Mexico desert in July 194s.

I'he Dawn of the Atomic Age

0 August 6, 1945, an American plane dropped an atomic bomb that detonated
over Hiroshima, Japan—a target chosen because almost alone among major Jap-
anese cities, it had not yet suffered damage. In an instant, nearly every building
i the city was destroyed. Of the city’s population of 280,000 civilians and 40,000
uldiers, approximately 70,000 died immediately. Because atomic bombs release
deadly radiation, the death toll kept rising in the months that followed. By the
v of the year, it reached at least 140,000. Thousands more perished over the
next five years. On August g, the United States exploded a second bomb over
Nagasaki, killing 70,000 persons. On the same day, the Soviet Union declared
waron Japan and invaded Manchuria. Within a week, Japan surrendered.
Because of the enormous cost in civilian lives—more than twice Ameri-
a's military fatalities in the entire Pacific war—the use of the bomb remains
tontroversial. The Japanese had fought ferociously while being driven from
une Pacific island after another. An American invasion of Japan, some advis-
11 warned Truman, might cost as many as 250,000 American lives. No such
ivasion was planned, however, until the following year, and considerable evi-
dence had accumulated that Japan was nearing surrender. Already some of its
olhicials had communicated a willingness to end the war if Emperor Hirohito
| remain on his throne, This fell short of the Allies’ demand for “uncondi-
Honalsurrender,” but the victors would, in the end, agree Lo Hirohito’s survival,
[apan's cconomy had been crippled and its fleet destroyed, and it would now




have to fight the Soviet Union as well as the United States. Some ﬂ the scien-
tists who had worked on the bomb urged Truman to demonstrate its power to
international observers. But Truman did not hesitate. The bomb was a weapon,
he reasoned, and weapons are created to be used.

Yulta and Bretton Woods

\l the Yalta conference, Roosevelt and
*hichill entered only a mild protest
Wainst Soviet plans to retain control
ol the Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia,

The Nature of the War

Al Lithuania) and a large part of east-
The dropping of the atomic bombs was the logical culmination of the way (i loland, in effect restoring Russia's i
World War II had been fought. All wars inflict suffering on noncombatants. {10 World War 1 western borders, NS

But never before had civilian populations been so ruthlessly targeted. ELMSM\
personnel represented 9o percent of those who died in World War L. H.WE o% m_
estimated so million persons who perished during éoim. War II (inclu Ew
400,000 American soldiers), perhaps 20 million were civilians. Germany hac
killed millions of members of “inferior races.” It had repeatedly .vou,%mm Lon:
don and other cities. The Allies carried out even more deadly air m.mmmc:m oz.
civilian populations. Early in 1945, the firebombing of Dresden killed moﬁ._:
100,000 people, mostly women, children, and elderly Ien. On March g, nearly
the same number died in an inferno caused by the bombing of Ho.fa. .
Four years of war propaganda had dehumanized the Japanese in >H.bm:nmw”.
eyes, and few persons criticized Truman's decision E 1945. m.E u.zEH moM ]
began to surface, especially after John Hersey @ﬁ@.ﬁ.ﬁ& m:.a%wsa (1946), M
graphic account of the horrors suffered by the civilian population. Generd

“ilin agreed to enter the war against  The Big Three—Stalin, sy
BBn later in tod noludeE o Churchill—at their first meeting
gan i .m g 1945, ‘ e 1943, where they discussed
1nnists mn .ﬁw.wm ﬁHO:MOd«Hmﬁ m.oavaHH: a second front m@m_jm._.. Germar
nient of Poland, and to allow “free and Europe.
snletiered elections” there, But he was
wilent on establishing communism in
“lein Burope. He believed, as he put it to Yugoslav communist le
fioz (“Tito"), that in modern war, “whoever occupies a territory als
Wik own social system.” Yalta saw the high-water mark of wartime A
~ Vil cooperation. But it planted seeds of conflict, since the particip
diapreed over the fate of eastern Europe.

lension also existed between Britain and the United States,

e led American pressure to place India and other British coloni
Dwight D. Eisenhower, who thought the use of the bomb unnecessary, laler sl 1o independence, He concluded private deals with Stalin to divi
wrote, “I hated to see our country be the first to use such a weapon.” diiand eastern Europe into British and Soviet spheres of influence.

in also resisted, unsuccessfully, American efforts to reshape.
Jute the postwar economic order, A meeting of representatives of
sations at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire, in July 1944 replaced tl

Planning the Postwar World

Even as the war raged, a series of meetings between Allied leaders formulated

. I Ira pound with the dollar as the main currency for international trar
plans for the postwar 401%. OWEMHWmﬂooﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂmﬂwﬁﬂ% MWMMWMW me”_:am.g Huning the 1930s, as noted in the previous chapter, FDR had taken tt
in 1943, and at Yalta, in t m m_“oﬁ.%wﬂ ! Mwmmﬁmznm L:_uow place at Potsdan il “ltenofl the gold standard, allowing the government to issue more 1
S 8 mm.mmBmEm. s wb& mwmm _wmmen nd Churchill (replaced midwiy: e fiope of stimulating business activity. The Bretton Woods confe
Berlin, in July 194s. It involved Sh:._u s ME e minister when his Labous ~ liblished the link between the dollar and gold, Tt set the dollar’s val
in the talks by Qwﬂmum >Emm. VSENWMWMHMMWB conference. the Allied lead8 Pl ounce of gold and gave other currencies a fixed relationship to t}
Party swept the m.zﬂmwm ections). o in Hmmw to place top Na# e conference also created two American-dominated financial inst
established a HmEmQ maEEHmﬁmcom eiEsinanyiandias e World Bank would provide money to developing countries and
leaders on trial for war crimes. : . vtk sobutld Furope. The International Monetary Fund would work to

w.mﬁao”m mM%“N HWMMMMmZWMﬂMMMMMMMMWHMW%MN%MM”D—MWN_ﬁ.“__u_,c_.,_ h- . povcimnments from devaluing their currencies to gain an advantage in
maximize its p :

lin. The delay in the Allied invasion of France until 1944, which __c ftthe _f.:.<_q
to do the bulk of the fighting against Germany, angered the _Emf.._:z. But sire
Stalin’s troops had won the war on the eastern [ront, it was diflicult te
his demand that castern Europe become a Saviet sphiere of influence (a e
whaose governments can be counted on Lo doa great power's bidding).

Honal trade, as many had done during the Depression.

\though the details took many years lo emerge, Bretton Woods cre
famework for the postwar capitalist economic system, based on a fre
mational flow of goods and investment and 4 re: apnition of the Unile
e world's Tinancial leader, Delerminstitaasnld a raciirranen ml i




Depression, American leaders believed that the removal of barriers to free [
would encourage the growth of the world economy, an emphasis that rema
central to American foreign policy to this day.

The United Nations

Early in the war the Allies also agreed to establish a successor to the Leagui
Nations. In a rg44 conference at Dumbarton Oaks, near Washington, D i
developed the structure of the United Nations (UN). There would be a Geng
>mmm3_u€[mmm955 a forum for discussion where each member enjoyeil
equal voice —and 3 Security Council responsible for maintaining world ped
Along with ten rotating members, the council would have five permang
ones—DBritain, China, France, the Soviet Union, and the United States ¢a
with the power to veto resolutions. In June 1945, representatives of fifty
countries met in San Francisco to adopt the UN Charter, which outlawed {0
or the threat of force as a means of settling international disputes. In July, |
U.S. Senate endorsed the charter. In contrast to the bitter dispute over menn
ship in the League of Nations after World War 1, only two members of the 1!
Senate voted againstjoining the UN. At the conclusion of the San Franciscous
ference that estaplished the United Nations, President Truman urged Americas
to recognize that “no matter how great our strength, we must deny ourselvesth
license to do always as we please. This is the price which each nation will ha¥
to pay for world peace. . . . And what a reasonable price thatis.”

Peace, but Not Harmony

World War I1 produced a radical redistribution of world power. Japan and (i
many, the {wo dominant military powers in their regions before the war, Wit
utterly defeated Britain and France, though victorious, were substantial ly weak
ened. Only the United States and the Soviet Union were able to project signil
cant influence beyond their national borders.

Overall, however, the United States was clearly the dominant world powes
“What Rome was to the ancient world,” wrote the journalist Walter Lipprianis
“America is to be tg the world of tomorrow.” But peace did not usherin an crae
international harmony. The Soviet occupation of eastern Europe ¢ reated a dive
sion soon to be solidified in the Cold War. The dropping of the atomic bomh
left a worldwide legacy of fear.

It temained to be seen how seriously the victorious Allies took thelr wi
time rhetoric of freedom. In August 1941, four months hefore the Uh

entered the war FpR and British prime minister Winston Churchill had me
a conference, o warships anchored off the coast of Newloundland, aned e
the Atlantic Charter. The charter | fged that “the fnal destraction

mwetl e onen accsss lomarkels. e rialil of "all

Lyrannyv® we ke

Hotw did the end of the war begin to'shape the postwar world?

0 thoose their form of government,
vl a global extension of the New Deal
1 1hat people everywhere would enjoy
iproved labor standards, economic
“lvancement and social security” It
wlerred specifically to twe of Roos-
cwelt’s Four Freedoms—freedom from
~ it and freedom from fear. But free-
Juin of speech and of worship had been
Il out because of British reluctance to
wply them to its colonial possessions,
pecially India.

['he Four Freedoms speech and the
Alintic Charter had been primarily
witended to highlight the differences between Anglo-American ideals and
“uzism, Nonetheless, they had unanticipated consequences. As one of Roo-
~vell's speechwriters remarked, “when you state a moral principle, you
1o sluck with it, no matter how many fingers you have kept crossed at the
sument.” The language with which World War IT was fought helped to lay the
Lundation for postwar ideals of human rights that extend to all mankind.

Iuring the war, Mahatma Gandhi, the Indian nationalist leader, wrote to
foosevelt that the idea “that the Allies are fighting to make the world safe for

¢ 3 U 4
A member of the U.S. Navy plays “Goin’ Hor
on the accordian as Franklin D. Roosevelt's t

is carried from the Warm Springs Foundatior
where he died suddenly on April 12, 1945.

tieedom of the individual and for democracy seems hollow, so long as India,

uid for that matter, Africa, are exploited by Great Britain, and America has

ihe Negro problem in her own home.” Allied victory saved mankind from a
lving nightmare—a worldwide system of dictatorial rule and slave labor in
wlhich peoples deemed inferior suffered the fate of European Jews and the

“Uctims of Japanese outrages in Asia. But disputes over the freedom of colo-

il peoples overseas and non-whites in the United States foretold wars and

uctal upheavals to come.

GHAPTER REVIEW

1 [EW QUESTIONS

I Why did most Americans support isolationism in the 193057
What factors affer 1939 led to ULS, involvernent in World War 117

How did qovernment, business, and fabor work together to promote wartime production,
ot howe did the war affect each group?

)

L How did different groups understand or experiene the P Freedoms differently



