T ; i 3100 L it g o 1 iceberg in the North Atlantic. Impressed
. Y |, Americans’ “exuberant energies,” Stead
Jiedicted that the United States would soon
“merge as “the greatest of world-powers.” But
hat was most striking about his work was
(It Stead located the source of American
Jower less in the realm of military might or
\iritorial acquisition than in the country’s
ingle-minded commitment to the “pursuit
.| wealth” and the relentless international
pread of American culture—art, music, jour-
jilism, even ideas about religion and gender
\olations. He foresaw a future in which the
|'nited States promoted its interests and val-
s through an unending involvement in the
\{lairs of other nations. Stead proved to be an
\ccurate prophet.

The Spanish-American War had estab-
lished the United States as an international
cmpire. Despite the conquest of the Philip-
pinesand Puerto Rico, however, the country’s
(verseas holdings remained tiny compared
\o those of Britain, France, and Germany.
And no more were added, except for a strip
of land surrounding the Panama Canal, ac-
quired in 1903, and the Virgin Islands, pur-
hased from Denmark in 1917. In 1900, Great
Iiritain ruled over more than 300 million
people in possessions scattered across the
plobe, and France had nearly 5o million sub-
ecls in Asia and Africa. Compared with these,
{he American presence in the world seemed
very small. As Stead suggested, America’s em-
pire differed significantly from those of Euro-
pean countries—it was economic, cultural,
ind intellectual, rather than territorial.

The world economy at the dawn of
the twentieth century was already highly
balized. An ever-increasing stream of
poods, investments, and people flowed from
country Lo country. Although Britain still

* CHAPTER 19

SAFE FOR DEMOGRAGY:
THE UNITED STATES
AND WORLD WAR I

1916-1820

FOGUS QUESTIONS

o In what ways did the Progressive presidents promole the expansion
of American power overseas? ;

o How did the United States get involved in World War I?

o How did the United States mobilize resources and public opinion for the war
effort?

o How did the war affect race relations in the United States?

o Why was 1919 such a watershed year for the United States and the world?

n 1go2, W. T. Stead published a short volume with the arresting title The
Americanization of the World; or, the Trend of the Twenticth Century, Stead was
an English editor whose sensational writings included an c__::.,,_,,,, oflandan
litution, Maiden Tribute of Modern Babylon, e would meet his de

1912 a8 d —-___..._.

hin
on the Titanic, the ocean liner that foundered after striking

* CHRONOLOGY -

1903

1904

1905

1907

1909

1910

1914-
1919

1915
1916

1917

1918

1918-
1920

1919

1919~
1920

1920

1921

United States secures the
Panama Canal Zone

Roosevelt Corollary to the
Monroe Doctrine

The Niagara movement
established

Gentleman’s Agreement
with Japan

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People organized

Mexican Revolution begins

World War |

Lusitania sinks

Madison Grant’s The Pass-
ing of the Great Race

Randolph Bourne’s
“Trans-National America”

Zimmermann Telegram
intercepted

United States enters the we
Espionage Act passed
Russian Revolution

Woodrow Wilson'’s “Four-
teen Points” speech

Eugene V. Debs convicted
under the Espionage Act

Worldwide flu epidemic

Eighteenth Amendment
Treaty of Versailles signec

Red Scare

Senate rejects the Treaty
Versailles

Nineteenth Amendment

Tulsa Riot




what ways did the Pr

dominated world banking and the British pound remained the major current
of international trade, the United States had become the leading indust
power. By 1914, it produced more than one-third of the world’s manufactur
goods. Already, Furopeans complained of an “American invasion” of steel, 0
agricultural equipment, and consumer goods. Spearheads of American cultuf

Siing _._.mmm.oE to other peoples. In either case, liberal internationalism repre-
~uled ashift from the nineteenth-century tradition of promoting freedom pri-
“uiily by example, to active intervention to remake the world in the American
Hi e,

Amnerican involvement in World War I provided the first great test of Wil-

like movies and popular music were not far behind. 1 belief that American power could “make the world safe for d 2
Europeans were fascinated by American ingenuity and mass producti WLl Progressives embraced the country’s participati .mmm ¢ mBoﬁ.Hm@.

~ techniques. Many feared American products and culture would overwhel il the United States could help to %MM_QWS ammm. o cw : mme gL oelicying

’- their own. “What are the chief new features of London life?” one British wril Bld. The government @EQMW e Mﬂ%:ﬂ Mm ues t H.ocmwOE the i
asked in 1go1. “They are the telephone, the portable camera, the phonograp w._ Bimply as cirizonaie e SR g e w Em:nmﬁ.EéZmBmE .
the electric street car, the automobile, the typewriter. . . . In every one of the B o dermocacy el A mﬁm s e E%m Ewﬂdam of the very
the American maker is supreme.” Meanwhile, hundreds of thousands of A B +¢ping repressions of the right to &mmmﬂ. i mM WHH e oM.m of the most
icans traveled abroad each year in the early twentieth century. And Amerie i b _:.Eﬁm Progressivism to other peoples, th ! di S, 3 1story. Rather
racial and ethnic groups became heavily engaged in overseas politics. Throi Ries, the war destroyed it at home.

fraternal, religious, and political organizations based in their ethnic and rad
communities, Irish-Americans supported Irish independence, American |¢
protested the treatment of their co-religionists in Russia, and black America
hoped to uplift Africa. American influence was growing throughout the wol

America’s burgeoning connections with the outside world led to in¢
ing military and political involvement. In the two decades after 1goo,
of the basic principles that would guide American foreign policy for the
of the century were formulated. The “open door"—the free flow of trade;
vestment, information, and culture—emerged as a key principle of Ame
foreign relations. “Since the manufacturer insists on having the world asa i
ket,” wrote Woodrow Wilson, “the flag of his nation must follow him ane!
doors of nations which are closed against him must be battered down.”

Americans in the twentieth century often discussed foreign policy 11|
language of freedom. At least in rhetoric, the United States ventured abrod
including intervening militarily in the affairs of other nations—not to puk
strategic goals or to make the world safe for American economic interesl
iberty and democracy. A supreme faith in America’s historicd

AN ERD OF INTERVENTION

s hey expanded the powers of the federal government in domestic affairs
B iopressive presidents were not reluctant to project American power oiw
2 Hie country’s borders. At first, they confined their interventions to the
~lein Hemisphere, whose affairs the United States had claimed a special
UL L0 oversee ever since the Monroe Doctrine of 1823. Between 19or and
115, marines landed in Caribbean countries more than twenty times. Usu-
+ ey were dispatched to create a welcoming economic environment for
“lltan companies that wanted stable access to raw materials like bananas

', and for bankers nervous that their loans to local governments might
B repaid,

fuok the Canal Zone”

1" lie distinguished between good and bad trusts, Theodore Roosevelt

ny and in the righteousness of its ideals enabled the country’s leaders to L Wil the world into “civilized” and *uncivilized” nations, Th ‘

of the United States simultaneously as an emerging great power and i AN ——— by W,SH_M MHBQ. rm
i i . Rooseve

worldwide embodiment of freedom. JiElarmore active in international diplomacy than most of his prede-

More than any other individual, Woodrow Wilson articulated this visie
America’s relationship to the rest of the world. His foreign policy, called b
torians liberal internationalism, rested on the conviction that econonn
olitical progress went hand in hand. Thus, greater worldwide freedam wi
follow inevitably from increased American invest I rade abrogad |
quently during the twentieth century, this conviction would serve as a
for American power and self-interest. It would also inspire sincere efla

ing, for example, to negotiate a settlement of the Russo-Japanese

ul 1905, a feat for which he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Closer to
 lis policies were more aggressive. “T have always been fond of the West
i proverh,” he wrote, “Speak softly and carry a big stick.” And although
L the United States “has not the slightest desire for territorial
ntat the expense of its southern neighbors,” Roosevelt pursued a
rvention in Central America,

¥ ul inie




In his first major action in the
region, Roosevelt engineered the sepa-
ration of Panama from Colombia in
order to facilitate the construction
of a canal linking the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. The idea of a canal
across the fifty-one-mile-wide Isths
mus of Panama had a long history. In-
1879-1881, the French engineer Ferdi-
nand de Lesseps attempted to construct
such a waterway but failed because
of inadequate funding and the toll
exacted on his workers by yellow fever
and malaria. Roosevelt had long been:
a proponent of American naval devel

opment. He was convinced that a can

would facilitate the movement of naval

and commercial vessels between the

two oceans. In 1903, when Colombia,

of which Panama was a part, refused (0
cede land for the project, Roosevelt helped to setin motion an uprising by con
spirators led by Philippe Bunau-Varilla, a representative of the Panama Gandal
Company. An American gunboat prevented the Colombian army from sup
pressing the rebellion.

Upon establishing Panama’s independence, Bunau-Varilla signed a treals
giving the United States both the right to construct and operate a canal and 0¥
ereignty over the Panama Canal Zone, a ten-mile-wide strip of land through
which the route would run. A remarkable feat of engineering, the canal was th
largest construction project in American history to that date. Like the build
ing of the transcontinental railroad in the 1860s and much construction wark
today, it involved the widespread use of immigrant labor. Most of the 60,0¢
workers came from the Caribbean islands of Barbados and Jamaica, but other
hailed from Europe, Asia, and the United States. In keeping with American &
regation policies, the best jobs were reserved for white Americans, who live
in their own communities complete with schools, churches, and libraries. Th
project also required a massive effort to eradicate the mosquitoes that cartl
the tropical diseases responsible, in part, for the failure of earlier efforts, Wi
completed in 1914, the canal reduced the sea voyage between the Eastand W

Goasts of the United States by 8,000 miles. ‘I took the Canal Zone,” ROOSEVE
exulted, But the manner in which the canal had been initiated, and the canty
ued American rule over the Canal Zone, would long remain a source of tensiol
e Tha Tl e e i tanoRwITRRIRIE TR o] iucde Loward S0

.

— Railvoad el
] Panama Canal Zone fe

Constructed in the first years of the twentieth
century, after Theodore Roosevelt helped engi-
neer Panama’s independence from Colombia,
the Panama Canal drastically reduced the time
it took for commercial and naval vessels to sail
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.

31557

‘illuence. As a result, his foreign poli
I lionduras, Nicaragua, the Dominic
AIican nation established in 1816 as
It

_ .
i and labor by American companies

the son of
Ancy a mission

Wiilunpaee ) 1

I _,_. ness. ._ :.. appointed as secretary of state William Je
il in __E._.:_",___. Wilson repudiated Dollar Diploma

Spn policy that would respect Latin America’ o

—.:_.___ﬁ_,:_ O omina 101, : S0n co u_m.— ::_.
8

\meri i i
- nmm_?mmamﬂ Jimmy Carter negotiated treaties that I
canal's operation and control of the
(sce Chapter 26),

ed to turning oy
Canal Zone to Panama in the year 20

I'he Roosevelt Corollary

lhosevelt’s actions in Panama antici
ol a principle that came
loctrine. This held that

pated the full-fledged i i
ged implementat
to be called the Roosevelt Corollary to the Eomw”

: . ;
he United States had the right to exercise “an inte

5 oms houses of th.
ensure payment of that country’s debts to Europeay

ors. He s 1
oup of AR oon arranged an “executive agreement” givin
nks control over Dominican finances. In 1906, he m
: ! 06, he dis
ection;

: vestment by American corpo

whose huge banana plantations soor

and Costa Rica.

. ard Taft, landed marines in Ni

it ) : ,landed marines in Nic

government friendly to American economic interests. In mmnmwwwmw -
! ral, how-

cven Taft emphasi ic i
e % Emmm .mnoHSHEn Investment and loans from Amer;
ms:mnﬁE:;mQEHmEmsaos s

Iominican Republic
and American invest

. Roosevelt also enc i
g : ouraged
titions like the United Fruit Company, oo

dominated the economies of Honduras
) E)
Roosevelt’s successor, William How

an Republic, and even Liberia— the West
a home for freed American slaves—Tafi

€ W
> Q &8
il

Moral Imperialism

a Presbyterian minister, Woodrow Wilson

b :
ary zeal and a sense of his own and th rought to the presi-

¢ nation’s moral righ-
nnings Bryan, a strong
) nd promised a new for-
s independence and free it from
abandon the conviction

Inited Statoe
United States had a responsibility to teach o
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Tn what ways did the Progressive presidents promote the expansion
of American power overseas?

THE UNITED STATES IN THE CARIBBEAN, 1898-1941
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wwgwm: 1898 and 1941, the United States intervened militarily numerous times in Garibbean
untries, generally to protect the economic interests of American banks and investors,

Wilson and Mexico

] W/ (lson’s major preoccupation in Latin America was Mexico, where in 1911
i \volution led by Francisco Madero overthrew the government of dictator Fo
g {1110 Diaz. Two years later, without Wwilson's knowledge but with the backin

€re Hom.ﬁ. A i ] 3 . . . -
gﬁﬁmﬁwsp.rms& a group of businessmen in 1916, were “medl! A the US. ambassador and of American companies that controlled Mexicc
% rty and justice” throughout the world. “Go out and sell goods," hi il and mining industries, military commander Victoriano Huerta assassinate

:HmwmwrmB. “that &:. make the world more comfortable and happy, and coly adero and seized power.

e QMMMHH ,ﬁw.wow“ﬁwwywmﬂwﬁmmw 3 i . : E:.mﬂ.uu was appalled. The United States, he announced, éoc.E not @.ﬂﬁ
P s sy £ o_.@ Y M.Hm HIGH military S.B.dezoum 1il (v opnition to a “government of wﬁowﬁ.m.,. He would sﬁmmnw.,. Latin .NmeHH.an
Lo cert e %&% m&\ MHEQ president before or since. In 1914 he added, “to w_mﬂ good men.” When civil war broke out in Em.ﬁno_ Wilse
b kil o :%wgsa M %H i ¢ government Hmmcmma.ﬁo allow >Ea i Jrdered American troops to land at <ﬁm Cruz to ?m.ﬁ.a aﬁ arrival of wez
S ,Mw. Eﬁ.Mﬂ M@Ho..wm established a z.E:m o meant m.oﬂ Huerta’s forces. ws.a to Wilsom’s surprise, Mexicans preeted t
S o mﬁ%c I, ﬁnm ,ﬁ_u e C.EH@ States Q.Sﬁo:Em. 1} fnarines as Eﬁ&ma. rather than Eomwmﬁmmm. Vera OEN_.mmmH mF was where t
L e ——— H@Mﬁwm%.w W La >Ewﬂnms soldiers Hm.Bm:E il turces of the ncgz_m.ﬁmmoﬂ mma.mb Cortés w.wm. landed in the sixteenth nmwﬁ
TR —— S24andity m.E until 1934. ,EH.Q built ron Ll those of Winfield Scott during the Mexican War, More than roo Mexica

, , but did little or nothing to promote democracy. Wilson's foreigin

s Lol 1o Americans died in the fighting that followed.
policy underscored a paradox of modern American histary: the presidents wha

Jﬁ spoke the most about freed Huerta resigned in 1914 and fled the country. I AR
b : 5 Bl YU awre lilee { ¢ i ul [r | i Is i
- aboul freedom were likely to intervene most frequently in the L factions turned on one another, A peasant uprising in the eptlan v
afTatirg ool sitlar eanuniriee.

of the country, led by Emiliano Zapata, demanded land reform, The Wil

mu.m investments went hand in hand with the spread of democratic ideals,
Wilson, expanding American economic influence served ahigherpurpose than

-




How did the United States get involved in World War I?

“1lly Germany and Britain, as they competed for political and military
Linance at home and carved up Asia and Africa into rival empires, mankind
w0l 1o have moved beyond the time when disputes were settled by war.
Lonflict was also a shock to European socialist and labor movements. Of
Iwo preat ideologies that had arisen in the nineteenth century, nationalism
| icialism, the former proved more powerful. Karl Marx had called on the
“ikers of the world” to unite against their oppressors. Instead, they marched

administration offered support to Venustiano Carranza, a leader more devol
lo economic modernization. In 1916, the war spilled over into the Uni
States when several hundred men loyal to Francisco “Pancho” Villa, the lea
of another peasant force, raided Columbus, New Mexico, a few miles o
of the border, leading to the death of seventeen Americans. With Carl
za's approval, Wilson ordered 10,000 troops under the command of Geng
John J. Pershing on an expedition into Mexico that unsuccessfully sought

arrest Villa. Chaos in Mexico continued—within the next few years, Za 10 kill each other.
Carranza, and Villa all fell victim to assassination. Mexico was a waril
that it might be mare difficult than Wilson assumed to use American m
_to reorder the internal affairs of other nations, or to apply moral certainty Jutrality and Preparedness \.n\
@E i war engulfed Europe, Americans found themselves sharply divided.

111 Americans sided with their nation of origin, as did many other Amer-
. who associated Great Britain with liberty and democracy and Germany
i 1o pressive government. On the other hand, German-Americans identified
i (iermany. Irish-Americans bitterly opposed any aid to the British, a sen-
il reinforced in 1916 when authorities in London suppressed the Easter
lion, an uprising demanding Irish independence, and executed several
W |eaders. Immigrants from the Russian empire, especially Jews, had no
|1 [0 see the United States aid the czar’s regime. Indeed, the presence of
11, the world’s largest despotic state, as an ally of Britain and France made
Jilicult to see the war as a clear-cut battle between democracy and autoc-
. Many feminists, pacifists, and social reformers, moreover, had become
“inced that peace was essential to further efforts to enhance social justice
L, They lobbied vigorously against American involvement. So did large
wiliers of religious leaders, who viewed war as a barbaric throwback to a less
Siitian era.

W hen war broke out in 1914, President Wilson proclaimed American neu-
lily Bul as in the years preceding the War of 1812, naval warfare in Europe
Liherated in the United States. Britain declared a naval blockade of Germany

AMERIGA AND THE GREAT WAR

InJune 1914,a Serbian nationalist assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand, I
to the throne of the Austro-Hungarian empire, in Sarajevo. (Today, Sarajevi
the capital of Bosnia and Herzegovina.) This deed setin motion a chain of evel
that plunged Europe into the most devastating war the world had eversecli
the years before 1914, Furopean nations had engaged in a scramble to obh
colonial possessions overseas and had constructed a shifting series of allia
seeking military domination within Europe. In the afiermath of the assi
nation, Austria-Hungary, the major power in eastern Europe, declared war
Serbia. Within a little more than a month, because of the European po
interlocking military alliances, Britain, France, Russia, and Japan (the Alll
found themselves at war with the Central Powers—Germany, Austria-Hung#
and the Ottoman empire, whose holdings included modern-day Turkey W
much of the Middle East. :

German forces quickly overran Belgium and part of northern France, I

war then settled into a prolonged stalemate, with bloody, indecisive ball | liejin Lo stop American merchant vessels. Germany launched submarine
succeeding one another. New military technologies—submarines, airplan * e apainst ships entering and leaving British ports. In May 1915, a German
machine guns, tanks, and poison gas—produced unprecedented slaughter Liarine sank the British liner Lusitania (which was carrying a large cache
one five month battle at Verdun, in 1916, 600,000 French and German sold i) off the coast of Ireland, causing the death of 1,198 passengers, includ-
perished—nearly as many deaths as in the entire American Civil War, By | 0 104 Americans. Wilson composed a note of protest so strong that Bryan
time the war ended, an estimated 10 million soldiers, and uncounted millios e as secretary of state, fearing that the president was laying the founda-

ilary intervention. Bryan had advocated warning Americans not to
1 the ships of belligerents, but Wilson felt this would represent a retreat
Juthe principle of freedom of the seas.

Iie_sinking of the Lusitania outraged American public opinion and

copthened the hand of Those who believed that the United States must

of civilians, had perished.

The Great War, or World War I as it came to be called, dealt a severe blow!
the optimism and self-confidence of Western civilization: T'or decades, phile
phers, reformers, and politicians had hailed the trivmph of reason and humg

I

TOSK,

¢ increasingly bitter pivaleies between Furopean powel




prepare for possible entry into the war. These included longtime advocale
of a stronger military establishment, like Theodore Roosevelt, and busines
men with close economic ties to Britain, the country’s leading trading partne
and the recipient of more than $2 billion in wartime loans from Americdl
banks. Wilson himself had strong pro-British sympathies and viewed Germa
as “the natural foe of liberty.” By the end of 1915, he had embarked on a policy d

_.@Emmﬁmmsmwmg|mQmmw?omﬂm::smmwmsmgm\wgmmomﬁmﬂawmﬁmdmé.
"-'."-l'\.

The Road to War

In May 1916, Germany announced the suspension of submarine warfa
against noncombatants. Wilson’s preparedness program seemed to have sug
ceeded in securing the right of Americans to travel freely on the high seas withi
out committing American forces to the conflict. “He kept us out of war” beca .
the slogan of his campaign for reelection. With the Republican Party reunited
after its split in 1912, the election proved to be one of the closest in Americ
history. Wilson defeated Republican candidate Charles Evans Hughes by onl
twenty-three electoral votes and about 600,000 popular votes out of more thal
18 million cast. Partly because he seemed to promise not to send American sof
diers to Europe, Wilson carried ten of the twelve states that had adopted wom
suffrage. Without the votes of women, Wilson would not have been reelecte

On January 22, 1917, Wilson called for a “peace without victory” in Eura
and outlined his vision for a world order including freedom of the seas, restrit
tions on armaments, and self-determination for nations great and small
Almost immediately, however, Germany announced its intention to resu
submarine warfare against ships sailing to or from the British Isles, and severd
American merchant vessels were sunk. The German government realized thi
its actions would probably lead Wilson to intervene, but German strategisi
gambled that the blockade would strangle Britain economically before |
arrival of American troops.

In March 1917, British spies intercepted and made public the Zipnmermanii
Telegram, a message by German foreign secretary Arthur Zimmermann call
ing on Mexico to join in a coming war against the United States and promisii
to help it recover territory lost in the Mexican War of 1846-1848. A revolution
in Russia that same month overthrew the czar and established a constitutionit
government, making it more plausible to believe that the United States would
be fighting on the side of democracy. On April 2, Wilson went before Congres
to ask for a declaration of war against Germany. “The world,” he proclaimes
5 be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the Lestod
foundation of political liberty.” The war resolution passed the Senate 82+ 0 ani
the House 373 50,
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. of stalemate on the western front in World War |, the arrival of American iroops in 1917
shifted the balance of power and made possible the Allied victory.

The Fourteen Points

.t until the spring of 1918 did American forces arrive in Europe in large num-
L. Iy then, the world situation had taken a dramatic turn. In November 1917,
. uimnist revolution headed by Vladimir Lenin overthrew the Russian gov-
et that had come to power the previous spring. Shortly thereafter, Lenin

iliew Russia from the war and published the secret treaties by which the
L had agreed to divide up conquered territory after the war—an embarrass-

~ont lor Wilson, who had promised a just peace.

P arily fo assure the country that the war was being fought for a moral cause,
“onin January 1918 issued the Fourteen Points, the clearest statement of
Lo war aims and of his vision of a new international order. Among the
Lo prnciples were self determination for all nations, freedom of the seas, free

Baili

apen diple

nacy (an nd to secret treaties), the readjustme al
MELE O COIOTIa,



claims with colonized people given “equal weight” in deciding their futus
and the creation of a “general association of nations” te preserve the peace. W\
son envisioned this last provision, which led to the establishment after the W
of the League of Nations, as a kind of global counterpart to the regulatory ¢ol
missions Progressives had created at home to maintain social harmony ai
prevent the powerful from exploiting the weak. Although purely an Americ
program, not endorsed by the other Allies, the Fourteen Points e tablished
agenda for the peace conference that followed the war.

The United States threw its economic resources and manpower into
war. When American troops finally arrived in Europe, they turned the tid
battle. In the spring of 1918, they helped to repulse a German advance 1
Paris and by July were participating in a major Allied counteroffensives
September, in the Meuse-Argonne campaign, American soldiers under U
command of General John . Pershing, fresh from his campaigns in Mexl

1+ Lippmann and Herbert Croly, AFL head Samuel Gompers, socialist writ-
-+ I'plon Sinclair, and prominent reformers including Florence Kelley and
il Perkins Gilman. In The New Republic, Dewey urged Progressives to
tioe Lhe “social possibilities of war.” The crisis, he wrote, offered the pros-

* Latlacking the “immense inequality of power” within the United States,
iy inp the foundation for Americans to enjoy “effective freedom.”

b Wartime State %\
~ L Civil War, World War I ereated, albeit temporarily, a national state with
00 Under the Selective Service Act of May 1917, 24 million men were

L o register with the draft, and the army soon swelled from 120,000
~ llion men. The war seemed to bring into being the New Nationalist

helped to push back the German army. With 1.2 million American soldi - Iheadore Roosevelt and so many Progressives had desired. New federal
taking part and well over 100,000 dead and wounded, Meuse-Argonne, whi ~ 1 noved to regulate induslry, transportation, labor H&maomm..lm.a.
lasted a month and a half, was the main American engagement of the W z o Headed by Wall Street financier Bernard Baruch, ﬁwmgﬂmﬁom
and one of the most significant and deadliest battles in_American histary Al piciided over all elements of war production from the distribution of
formed part of a massive Allied offensive involving British, French, and Belgk Halinials to the prices of manufactured goods. To spur efficiency, it estab-
soldiers and those from overseas Furopean possessions. With his force | tandardized specifications for everything from automobile tires to shoe
full retreat, the German kaiser abdicated on November g. Two days later, £ ©(thiee were permitted—black, brown, and white). The Railroad Adminis-
many sued for peace. More than 100,000 Americans had died, a substant “ 0 look control of the nation’s transportation system, and the Fuel Agency
number, but they were only 1 percent of the 1o million soldiers killed in § il voal and oil. The Food Administration instructed farmers on modern
Great War. [ 0l cultivation and promoted the EQ% eparation of meals.

Aueitor, Herbert Hoover, mobilized the shipment of American food to the

Jovantated Allies, popularizing the slogan “Food will win the war.”

) _._ E ED = b._. _._ m_ g m e apencies generally saw themselves as partners of business as much

“ulitors, They guaranteed governgaert suppliers a high rate-efprefit and
~oped cooperation among former businesst E,m_m by suspending antitrust
-\l Ilie same time, however, theCWar Labor Boardy which included rep-
Looking back on American participation in the European conflict, Randol| shitives of government, industry, and the American Federation of Labor,
Bourne summed up one of its lessons: “War is the health of the state.” Bou L ior the establishment of a minimum wage, eight-hour workday, and

The Progressives's/Var
o

saw the expansion of government power as a danger, but it struck most | Hphit to form unions. During the war, wages rose mzwﬁmnm?
gressives as a golden opportunity. To them, the war offered the possibility ooy in many industries improved, and union membership doubled. To
reforming American society along scientific lines, instilling a sense of natie “ie the war, corporate and individual income taxes rose enormously. By
unity @ Sacrifice, and expanding social justice. That American pu 0 thewealthiest Americans were paying 60 percent of their income in taxes.
could now disseminate Progressive values around the globe heightened ¢ ~obmillions of Americans answered the call to demonstrate their patriotism

war’s appeal.

Almost without exception, Progressive intellectuals and reformers, juil
by prominent labor leaders and native-born socialists, rallied to Wilson's &
port. The roster included intellectuals like John Dewey, journalists such

Pt has

iberty bonds, Once peace arrived, the wartime state quickly with-
sy But for a time, the federal government seemed well on its way to ful-
s the Progressive vision of promoting economic rationalization, industrial
W and asense of common national purpose. nig

p——

- cdented powers and a sharply increased presence in Americans’ every- X



the United States mobilize resources and public opinion for the war effort?

The Propaganda War

During the Civil War, it had been left to private agencies—Union Leagues, |
Loyal Publication Socicty, and others—to mobilize prowar publie opin
But the Wilson administration decided that patriotism was too importail
leave to the private sector. Many Americans were skeptical about whel
democratic America should enter a struggle between rival empires. Some
mently opposed American participation, notably the Industrial Workersofl
World (IWW) and the bulk of the Socialist Party, which in 1917 condem¥
the declaration of war as “a crime against the people of the United States"
called on “the workers of all countries” to refuse to fight. As the major natid
organization to oppose Wilson's policy, the Socialist Party became a rallyl
point for antiwar sentiment. In mayoral elections across the country in the
of 1917, the Socialist vote averaged 20 percent, far above the party’s previs
total.

In April 1917, the Wilson administration created the Committee on !
Information (CPI) to explain to Americans and the world, asits director, Gen
Creel, put it, “the cause that compelled America to take arms in defense o
libexrties and free institutions.” Enlisting academics, journalists, artists, &
advertising men, { oded the country with prowar propaganda, ,
every available medium from pamphlets (of which it issued 75 million) to »
ers, newspaper advertisements, and motion pictures. It trained and dispal
across the country 75,000 Four-Minute Men, who delivered brief standardi
talks (sometimes in Italian, Yiddish, and other immigrant languages) to ai
ences in movie theaters, schools, and other public venues.

Never before had an agency of the federal government attempted the

.Bu:.
@aeua:.u:

Issued propaganda posters. The American poster uses an image of the
1 Liborty to sell war bonds. The German one, satirically entitled We Are Barbarians,

ey A Progressive journalist, Creel believed the war would acceler-
‘e movement toward solving the “age-old problems of poverty, inequal-

scious and intelligent manipulation of the organized habits and opinions o “ppieasion, and unhappiness.” He took to heart a warning from historian
masses,” in the words of young Edward Bernays, a member of Creel’s stafl ¥ {Bocker that a simple contrast between German tyranny and American
would later create the modern profession of public relations. The CPI's ach 1y would not seem plausible to the average worker: “You talk to him

ties proved, one adman wrote, that it was possible to “sway the ideas of Wi
populations, change their habits of life, create belief, @Hmnﬂom:% universa
any policy or idea.” In the 1920s, advertisers would use what they had lears
to sell goods. But the CPI also set a precedent for governmental efforts tos
public opinion in later international conflicts, from World War II to the €
War and Iraq.

“ wdeals of liberty and he thinks of the shameless exploitation of labor
Lol the ridiculous gulf between wealth and poverty.” CPI pamphlets fore-
A postwar society complete with a “universal eight-hour day” and a living
b o all,

W hile "democracy” served as the key term of wartime mobilization, “free-
+ alvotook on new significance. The war, a CPI advertisement proclaimed,
Foinp fought in “the great cause of freedom.” Thousands of persons, often

o were enlisted to pose in giant h i
R S S S F Yesdom® nlis pose in g ant uman tableaus Hm?mmmﬂﬁum symbols
Sty One living representation of the Liberty Bell at Fort Dix, New Jersey,
The CPI couched its appeal in the Progressive language of social cooperal suled ag,000 people, The most common visual image in wartime propa-

Sl wan the Statue of Liberty, employed especially to rally support among

S rants "You came here ,,,Z.E:: ['reedom,” stated a S_,::: on one Statue

and expanded democracy. Abroad, this meant a peace based on the prig
ple of national self determination, At home, it meant improving “indust
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) did the United States mobilize resources and public opinion for the war effort?

iyt and sacrifice and toil and not to a partnership of privilege and right?” In
e long struggle ended with the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment
liles from using sex as a qualification for the suffrage. The United States
(e twenty-seventh country to allow women to vote.

of Liberty poster. “You must now help preserve it.” Buying Liberty bon
became a demonstration of patriotism. Wilson's speeches cast the Uni
Stales as a land of liberty fighting alongside a “concert of free people” to secl
self-determination for the oppressed peoples of the world. The idea of freedd
it seems, requires an antithesis, and the CPI found one in the German kal
and, more generally, the German nation and people. Government propagdl
whipped up hatred of the wartime foe by portraying it as a nation of barbi
Huns.

\ibition,

“ i pave a powerful impulse to other campaigns that had engaged the
ol many women in the Progressive era. Itonically, efforts to stamp out
i and protect soldiers from venereal disease led the government to

The Coming of Woman Suffrage birth-control information and devices—the very action for which

The enlistment of “democracy” and “freedom” as ideological war weapons i w __:_. __. anger hadireeenily @nnﬁ Mmﬁmah asnoted in the previous chapter.
itably inspired demnands for their expansion at home. In 1916, Wilson had ¢ ! '10n, 2 IMOEEmery H.dwmﬁ:.& from the nineteenth century that had
 new strength and militancy in Progressive America, finally achieved

tiously endorsed votes for women. America’s entry into the war threatencd
tear the suffrage movement apart, since many advocates had been associi
with opposition to American involvement. Indeed, among those who vu
against the declaration of war was the first woman member of Congress, ! = : .
staunch pacifist Jeannette Rankin of Montana. “I want to stand by my coull! PRO|IBITION, 1915: COUNTIES AND STATES THAT
but I cannot vote for war,” she said. Although defeated in her reelection bi§ BANNED LIQUOR BEFORE THE EIGHTEENTH
1918, Rankin would return to Congress in 1940. She became the only men Em NDMENT (RATIFIED 1919, REPEALED 1933)
to oppose the declaration of war against Japan in 1947, which ended her X T A S A i
ical career. In 1968, at the age of eighty-five, Rankin took part in a giant ma CANADA T
on Washington to protest the war in Vietnam. 8 &% okomets
As during the Civil War, however, most leaders of woman suffrage orgai
tions enthusiastically enlisted in the effort. Women sold war bonds, orgaiik
patriotic rallies, and went to work in war production jobs. Some 22,000 §¢F
as clerical workers and nurses with American forces in Europe. Many bel
wartime service would earn them equal rights at home.
At the same time, a new generation of college-educated activists, organl
in the National Woman's Party, pressed for the right to vote with militan
tics many older suffrage advocates found scandalous. The party’s leader,
Paul, had studied in England between 1907 and rgro when the British sufly
movement adopted a strategy that included arrests, imprisonments, and v
ous denunciations of a male-dominated political system. How coute-the
try fight for di cy abroad, Paul asked, while denying it to women at ho
She compared Wilson to the kaiser, and a group of her followers chained th
selves to the White House fence, resulting in a seven-month prison seutel
When they began a hunger strike, the prisoners were force-fed.
The combination of women's patriotic service and widespread outrage Over
mistreatment of Paul and her fellow prisoners pushed the administration (0%
full-fledged support for woman suffrage, “We have made pariners of the wol
in this war Wilson proclaimed. “Shall we admit them only to a partnershi

b snccess during the war. Numerous impulses flowed into the renewed

\ |

Snent in 10190,



- libited not only spying and interfering with the draft but also “false state-
~uls" that might impede military success. The postmaster general barred
* i the mails numerous newspapers and magazines critical of the admin-
~ution. The victims ranged from virtually the entire socialist press and
iy foreign-language publications to The Jeffersonian, a newspaper owned
* « Populist leader Tom Watson, which criticized the draft as a violation
 liles' rights. In 1918, ﬂﬁm&mos Act Wade it a crime to make spoken or
| statements that intendéd to cast tontempt, scorn, or disrepute” on the
i of government,” or that advocated interference with the war effort. The
~nment charged more than 2,000 persons with violating these laws. Over
L were convicted. A court sentenced Ohio farmer John White to twenty-one
15 in prison for saying that the murder of innocent women and children
man soldiers was no worse than what the United States had done in the
nes in the war of 1899-1903.
|lie most prominent victim was Eugene V. Debs, convicted in 1918 under the
» Act for delivering an antiwar speech. Before his sentencing, Debs gave
t a lesson in the history of American freedom, tracing the tradition of
1l from Thomas Paine to the abolitionists, and pointing out that the nation
' ever engaged in a war without internal oppesition. Germany sent social-
alder Karl Liebknecht to prison for four years for opposing the war; in the
(ol States, Debs’s sentence was ten years. After the war's end, Wilson rejected
wlvice of his attorney general that he commute Debs’s sentence, Debs ran for
it while still in prison in 1920 and received goo,000 votes. It was left to
o' successor, Warren G. Harding, to release Debs from prison in 1921,

campaign to ban intoxicating liguor. Employers hoped it would createa
disciplined labor force. Urban reformers believed that it would promote a e
orderly city environment and undermine urban political BmoEﬂmm. that
saloons as places to organize. Women reformers hoped wHoEEﬁ.Es.éo
protect wives and children from husbands who engaged in domestic violer
when drunk or who squandered their wages at saloons. Many bmﬁ.Em.,co.S I
estants saw Prohibition as a way of imposing “American” values on immigraf
Like the suffrage movement, Prohibitionists first concentrated o sl
campaigns. By 1915, they had won victories in eighteen southern and midw
ern states where the immigrant population was small and Protestant deng
inations like Baptists and Methodists strongly opposed drinking. But like
suffrage movement, Prohibitionists came to see national legislation as L
best strategy. The war gave them added ammunition. Many ?oB.Em_E. h
eries were owned by German-Americans, making beer secm unpatriotic,
Food Administration insisted that grain must be used to produce food, nat ¢
tilled into beer and liquor. In December 1917, Congress passed the Eighteei
Amendment, prohibiting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liqua
was ratified by the states in 1919 and went into effect at the beginning of 1§

Liberty in Wartime

World War I raised questions already glimpsed during the Civil War that we
trouble the nation again during the McCarthy era and in the aftermath of
terrorist attacks of 2001: What is the balance between security and freeds
oes the Constitution protect citizens’ rights during wartime? Should di
be equated with lack of patriotism? The conflict demonstrated that durl
ar, traditional civil liberties are likely to come under severe pressure.
In 1917, Randolph Bourne ridiculed Progressives who believed they
mold the war according to their own “liberal purposes.” The conflict, he
dicted, would empower not reformers but the “least democratic fore
American life.” The accuracy of Bourne’s prediction soon become appil
Despite the administration’s idealistic language of democracy and freedom

wicive Patriotism %

 nre extreme repression took place at the hands of state governments
sivale groups. Americans had long displayed the flag (and used it in adver-
wienls for everything from tobacco products to variety shows). But during
W War I, attitudes toward the American flag became a test of patriotism.
A suspected of disloyalty were forced to kiss the flag in public; those

war inaugurated the most intense repression of civil liberties the nation Ctnade statements critical of the mmm could ._um imprisoned. During the war,
S %1 Perhaps the very nobility of wartime thetoric contrib ::._z ' W Lhrce _,.:,,_F_m outlawed E_m possession or m&%_m% of red or black flags (sym-
massive suppression of dissent. For in the eycs of Wilson and many of his ienpectively, of noﬂ.BmE.mB and m.ﬁwa.ngmwd, and twenty-three outlawed
porters, America’s goals were so virtuous that disagreement could only Wly _..._:2_ :ﬂmsmm. criminal mu\D%nmrm.E,. the m@oﬁm@ of c.EmémE acts
TR e GOl RS, ~ omplish political change or “a change in industrial ownership.”

15 the real patriot?” Emma Goldman asked while on trial for conspir-
violate the Selective Service Act. She answered, those who “love America
L pen eyes," who were not blind to “the wrongs committed in the name of
8, the lederal g e Bt from the federal government to local authorities and private

pionage Act Gy P patriotism came 1o be equated with support for the government, the

The Espionage and Sedition Acts

lor the first time since the Alien and Sedition Acts of 179;
et freedom of specch, Thie

ment enacted laws Lo 1




ships, and airplanes in an exuberant tribute to
New York City and to the idea of freedom in the

war, and the American economic sy§

Hopressives found themselves
} i ; : illpre SR
tem, while antiwarsentiment, laborrad: prepared to developa defense of minority rights

*Uinsl majority or governmental tyranny. From the AFL to New Republicintellec-

Mmﬁ%ﬁ.mﬁa mWBﬁm.ﬁE moH z%m mc.mmﬁ..__ “li, moreover, supporters of the war saw the elimination of socialists and ali
o ! Hieale 2 1
evolution - seare un: Emﬂnmbw ~licals asanecessary prelude to the integration of labor and immi e
Local authorities formally investigated “lored society, an outcorne they hoped would emerge MWB&EEM Into an
rom the war,

residents who failed to subscribe to Lib:
erty Loans. Throughout the countr
schools revised their course offering
to ensure their patriotism and required
teachers to sign loyalty oaths.

The 250,000 members of the newly
formed American Protective lLeag

WHO IS AN AMERIGAN?

.. e
_“. ____ [ ._; H.mm_umﬁm_ Progressivism was a precursor to major developments of
: _._As_ .“ :H:.mg nmbz.“_J\faEw New Deal, the Great Society, the socially active

ut in accepting the idea of “race” as a permanent, defining character-

APL) helped the Justice Departme s yiaf
M%EWQ Wm&n&m ME& niﬂnw i 1 ol individuals and social groups, Progressives bore more resemblance t
el “ucleenth-century thinkers th ; 3
: : ] K an to later twen . i :
war b ing oh their neighbors a I (hcy o R tieth-century liberals, with

carrying out “slacker raids” in which
thousands of men were stopped Of
the streets of major cities and requirte

The “Race Problem”

to produce draft registration car o before American participation in World War I, what .
. : Many private groups seized upon Uk illed the “race problem”—the tensions that arose H@omw the noﬂohﬁmﬂwoadmm
ﬂﬂﬁmmmmm%dmh% ﬂ _m%m”,\ <oﬁx_wﬂcm%_ painted  atmosphere of repression as a weapdi ¢ cthnic diversity—had become a major subject of public nosnawhﬁmmmw
dspiciste Stalie aLigorty, ey against domestic opponents. Emplay *lnied to far more than black-white relations. The Dictionary of Races awwmuwﬁww

ers cooperated with the government i coblished in g1 by the U.S. Immigration Commission, listed no fewer th
) an

wake of World War |. crushing the Industrial Workers of thi “ly live immigrant “races,” each supposedly with its own inborn ch
World TWW), a move long demande “ e They ranged from Anglo-Saxons at the top down to Hebr il anHmQQ-
by business interests. In July 1917, vigilantes in Bisbee, Arizona, rounded W “aliang, and, lowest of all, Southern Italians—supposed!] .m_ém_ od:.ms.:
Minid, and incapable of assimilation, PP y violent, undisci-

some 1,200 striking copper miners and their sympathizers, herded them ink

railroad boxcars, and transported them into the desert, where they were abag upularbest-sellers like The Passing of the Great Race, published i
doned. Few ever returned to Bisbee. In August, a crowd in Butte, Montail Sliion Grant, president of the New York Nooﬂommnmm WOn. ‘HM bl
lynched TWW leader Frank Little. The following month, operating under o S nllux of new immigrants and the low birthrate of bmayo . M.mz._ma g
of the broadest warrants in American history, federal agents swooped down @ Sucalened the foundations of American civilization ﬂ:u M.Mq :m.éoBmd
IWW offices throughout the country, arresting hundreds of leaders and seizil “iiics, which studied the alleged mental vt o &M he
files and publications. ¢ anliimmigrant sentiment an air of professional expertise mmMmE g
: The war experience, commented Walter Lippmann, demonstrated “th ~uld ot flourish in the face of vast inequalities of economic moémwﬁmmmmw
et : : R : o o ropressi i ; o g : : ’
e traditional liberties of speech and opinion rest on no solid foundation. . M,.: m”Mmmm_MMMmHMMW .8:5 1t survive in a nation permanently divided
—

while some Progressives protested individual excesses, most failed to speak o8
against the broad suppression of freedom of expression. Civil liberties, by a
large, had never been a major concern of Progressives, who had always view
the national state as the embodiment of democratic purpose and insisted |
freedom flowed from participating in the life of society, not standing in opp
tion, Strong believers in the use of national power to improve soc fal conditia

Ainericanization and Pluralism

. " TS :
._” how, the very nationalization of politics and economic life served to
] Wwhler AIeNness ) ic b a1
?; j | ._.s __.A ness of ethnic and racial difference and spurred demands for
ML, \ B ' ereali .
cucanization™ - the creation of a more homogeneous national culture, A
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Jlnan-Americans bore the brunt of forced AIMETICANIZATION. I'ne 1t

1908 play by the Jewish immigrant writer Israel Zangwill, The Melting Pot, gav the Anti-German Crusade
a popular name to the process by which newcomers were supposed to merg i

(heir identity into existing American nationality. Public and private grouf B of Gel R e L7
of all kinds—including educators, employers, labor leaders, social reformer R o i :muﬁmg bmmzmﬁzm .:.m ore the .QS_. ém.ﬁ By 191
and public officials—took up the task of Americanizing new immigrants. T} s o GO M M million, Eﬂ_.y&bm HﬂB.HmS_Em an
Ford Motor Company’s famed sociological department entered the homes @ Biliding clubs, sports mmmom&wﬁo Y mw mMmmﬁma thriving ethnic institutior
immigrant workers to evaluate their clothing, furniture, and food prefereni B any >Emmnmum 3 mmwm, sc oM s, m:.&. Ewwﬂmwm. On .me.mém of tk
and enrolled them in English-language courses. Ford fired those who failed & BN) 1y, and one-quarter of all the ws mw ﬁ,ﬂ :u_odm 0 Emwm_EHﬂ music, and ph
adapt to American standards after a reasonable period of time. Americanis . :3\:5: -, mmﬁ.>Bmwmmomwnm%o€wwﬁwmﬁﬂw M(M_, W.MH MNMMHHN M.E&m

Sutalier American : of Germa

tion programs often targeted women as the bearers and transmitters of cultus
In Los Angeles, teachers and religious missionaries worked to teach English
Mexican-American women so that they could then assimilate American v

_ B liwa, ZDE%SE.. William L. Harding issued a proclamation requiring that a
-l ommunication in schools, public places, and over the ﬁmmm@w?m be cor

* | ixpressions of German culture became a target of prowar organization

ues. Fearful that adult newcomers remained too stuck in their Old World w B i Fnglish Freedo e ot v UL
public schools paid great attention to Americanizing immigrants’ childi W e HMT. : cech, he declared, did not include “the right t
The challenge facing schools, wrote one educator, was “to implant in their ¢l B 110, thovan: MMQM%M%WMWMWMMM 5 55\.& =
: : . _ , ad enacte icti
MMM&%M%MMM nm“ud Nwmwowﬁ%wmbwwmw o S ling of foreign languages. Popular words of German oﬂMM MMMH_MMMM MM
3 Vi : ey ;

A E.EOH.:v mm wﬂm ressives questioned Americanization efforts Wiihurger” became liberty sandwich,” and “sauerkraut” “liberty nm_ucmm,m
ik y Solgis ) . Sy communities banned the playing of G i 5
insisted on respect for immigrant subcultures. At Hull House, teachers offe B K1 Mick, the director of the mwﬂmm 5 BmeBmﬂ BH%E.m Hﬂm governmen

ish- i i i i : onyanda iti
mJSm:wﬁ wmzms.mmm instruction but also mnnoﬁwmwm _Buﬁmamu..a to value thi 1y alien after he insisted on includin EM éﬂ k wmm S i mm.mH
Buropean heritage. Probably the most penetrating critique issued from Blioven in his concerts, The war mmm:m w.w HOAGEE noEwommﬁm.Em
pen of Randolph Bourne, whose 1916 essay “Trans-National America” expo B, By 1920, the E.E&Q. 55 mﬂc_m ing blow to German-Americar
the fundamental flaw in the Americanization 3.0@&. “There m.m no distinctl Bl o] lo 276 Ao_:m-ﬁE& the chw%ﬁﬂsm? gastiace zm.émﬁm@mam had beer
American culture,” Bourne m&dﬁmm out. Interaction between individuals & IO 1ich school pupils still'studied Oémb% Nﬂwﬁm earlier), and only 1 per
groups had produced the nation’s music, poetry, and other cultural expressio ~ jvicent drop in the number of A el £ ; ﬂmzwzm of HEAD reported
Bourne envisioned a democratic, cosmopolitan society in which immigrd e iny. ol Americans admitting to having been born

and natives alike submerged their group identities in a new “trans-natiom
culture.

With President Wilson declaring that some Americans “born under |
eign flags” were guilty of “disloyalty ... and must be absolutely crushed,*
federal and state governments demanded that immigrants demonstrate (I
unwavering devotion to the United States. The Committee on Public [nfor
tion renamed the Fourth of July, 1918, Loyalty Day and asked ethnic grou
participate in patriotic pageants. New York City’s celebration included a ¥

Wwird Immigration Restriction

s “.)__:m.anmzﬁmaoz programs sought to assimilate immigrants into
“liban society, the war strengthened the conviction that certain kinds of
nible persons ought to be excluded altogether. The new immigrants
slvocate of restriction declared, appreciated the values of democracy m:m_
i far less than “the Anglo-Saxon,” as evidenced by their attraction to

cession of 75,000 persons with dozens of floats and presentations linking i1 “ivie political doctrines” like anarchism and socialism. Stanford Univer-
grants with the war effort and highlighting their contributions to Ametl 0 ychologist Lewis Terman introduced the term “IQ” (intelligence quo-
society. Leaders of ethnic groups that had suffered discrimination saw the S 1916, claiming that this single number could measure an individual’s

Wlalcapa __ y. Intelligence tests administered to recruits by the army seemed
conlinm scientifically that blacks and the new immigrants stood far below

s while Protestants on the 1Q scale, further spurring demands for immi-
B restriction,

as an opportunity to gain greater rights. Prominent Jewish leaders prome
enlistment and expressions of loyalty. The Chinese-American press insis
that even those born abroad and barred from citizenship should register for
draft, to “bring honor to the people of our race.”
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_3:,5: “defective” genes on to children. Numero
| suit, In Buck v. Bell (1927), the Supreme Court upheld
these laws. Justice Oliver Wend
ment, “Three generations of imbecile
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Groups Apart: Mexicans, Puerto Ricans,
and Asian-Americans

No matter how

immigrants and especially their children coul
ditions of American life, embrace American ideal
g the full blessings of American freedom. T
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Puerto Ricans also occupied an ambiguous position within American soci-
cly. On the eve of American entry into World War I, Congress terminated the
status “citizen of Puerto Rico” and conferred American citizenship on residents
of the island. The aim was to dampen support for Puerto Rican independence
and to strengthen the American hold on a strategic outpost in the Caribbean.
The change did not grant islanders the right to vote for president, or representa-
tion in Congress. Puerto Rican men, nonetheless, were subject to the draft and
fought overseas. José de Diego, the Speaker of the House of the island’s legisla-
{ure, wrote the presidentin rgr7 asking that Puerto Rico be granted the democ-
racy the United States was fighting for in Europe.

Even more restrictive were policies toward Asian-Americans. In 1906,
the San Francisco school board ordered all Asian students confined to a single
public school. When the Japanese government protested, president Theodore
Roosevelt persuaded the city to rescind the order. He then negotiated the Gen-
llemen’s Agreement of 1907 whereby Japan agreed to end migration to the
lInited States except for the wives and children of men already in the country.
In 1913, California barred all aliens incapable of becoming naturalized citizens
(that is, all Asians) from owning or leasing land.

The Color Line

lly far the largest non-white group, African-Americans were excluded from
nearly every Progressive definition of freedom described in Chapter 18. After
Ulieir disenfranchisement in the South, few could participate in American
Jdemocracy. Barred from joining most unions and from skilled employment,
hlack workers had little access to “industrial freedom.” A majority of adult
Iilack women worked outside the home, but for wages that offered no hope
il independence. Predominantly domestic and agricultural workers, they
iwmained unaffected by the era’s laws regulating the hours and conditions of
lemnale labor. Nor could blacks, the majority desperately poor, participate fully
i the emerging consumer economy, either as employees in the new depart-
ient stores (except as janitors and cleaning women) or as purchasers of the
Cunsumer goods now flooding the marketplace.

Progressive intellectuals, social scientists, labor reformers, and suffrage
ulvocates displayed a remarkable indifference to the black condition. Israel
Jnpwill did not include blacks in the melting-pot idea popularized by his
Wioadway play. Walter Weyl waited until the last fifteen pages of The New
{emocracy to introduce the “race problem.” His comment, quoted in the pre-
o chapter, that the chief obstacles to freedom were economic, not politi-

| revealed little appreciation of how the denial of voting rights underpinned

e comprehensive system of inequality to which southern blacks were
uhjected,



Most scttlement-house reformers accepted segregation as natural and
equitable, assuming there should be white settlements for white neighbor-
hoods and black settlements for black. White leaders of the woman suffrage
movement said little about black disenfranchisement. In the South, members
of upper-class white women's clubs sometimes raised funds for black moroﬁ.;m
and community centers. But suffrage leaders insisted that the vote wasa racial
entitlement, a “badge and synonym of freedom,” in the words of Rebecca Felton
of Georgia, that should not be denied to “free-bomn white women.” During
Reconstruction, women had been denied constitutional recognition because it
was “the Negro’s hour.” Now, World War I's “woman’s hour” excluded blacks.
The amendment that achieved woman suffrage left the states free to limit vot-
ing by poll taxes and literacy tests. Living in the South, the vast majority of the
country’s black women still could not vote.

Roosevelt, Wilson, and Race

The Progressive presidents shared prevailing attitudes concerning blacks.
Theodore Roosevelt shocked white opinion by inviting Booker T. Washington
to dine with him in the White House and by appointing a number of blacks
to federal offices. But in 1906, when a small group of black soldiers shot off
their guns in Brownsville, Texas, killing one resident, and none of their fel-
lows would name them, Roosevelt ordered the dishonorable discharge of three
black companies—156 men in all, including six winners of the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Roosevelt’s ingrained belief in Anglo-Saxon racial destiny (he
called Indians “savages” and blacks “wholly unfit for the suffrage”) did b.o%‘
ing to lessen Progressive intellectuals’ enthusiasm for his New meov.mbmu.?
Even Jane Addams, one of the few Progressives to take a strong interest in
black rights and a founder of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), went along when the Progressive Party convention
of 1912 rejected a civil rights plank in its platform and barred black delegates
from the South.

Woodrow Wilson, a native of Virginia, could speak without irony of the
South’s “genuine representative government” and its exalted “standards of lib-
erty.” His administration imposed racial segregation in federal departments in
Washington, D.C., and dismissed numerous black federal employees. Wilson
allowed D. W. Griffith’s film Birth of a Nation, which glorified the Ku Klux Klan
as the defender of white civilization during Reconstruction, to have its pre
miere at the White House in 1915. “Iave you a ‘new freedom’ for white Amer
icans and a new slavery for your African-American fellow citizens?” William
Monroe Trotter, the militant black editor of the Boston Guardian and founder of
the all-black National Equal Rights League, asked the president

] United States?

Blacks subject to disenfranchise-
ment and segregation were under-
standably skeptical of the nation’s
claim to embody freedom and fully
appreciated the ways the symbols of
liberty could coexist with brutal racial
violence. In one of hundreds of lynch-
ings during the Progressive era, a white
mob in Springfield, Missouri, in 1906
lalsely accused three black men of rape,
hanged them from an electric light
pole, and burned their bodies in a pub-
lic orgy of violence. Atop the pole stood
a replica of the Statue of Liberty.

W. E. B. Du Bois and the _ TPHE BIRTH OF

Revival of Black Protest

Ilack leaders struggled to find a strat-
epy to rekindle the national commit-
ment to equality that had flickered
brightly, if briefly, during Reconstruc-
tion. No one thought more deeply, or
over so long a period, about the black
tondition and the challenge it posed
0 American democracy than the
rtholar and activist W. E. B. Du Bois. Born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts,
I 1868, and educated at Fisk and Harvard universities, Du Bois lived to his
ninety-fifth year. The unifying theme of his career was Du Bois’s effort to rec-
oncile the contradiction between what he called “American freedom for whites
and the continuing subjection of Negroes.” His book The Souls of Black Folk
(1903) issued a clarion call for blacks dissatisfied with the accommodationist
cies of Booker T. Washington to press for equal rights. Du Bois believed that
cducated African-Americans like himself—the “talented tenth” of the black
community—must use their education and training to challenge inequality.

In some ways, Du Bois was a typical Progressive who believed that investi-
pation, exposure, and education would lead to solutions for social problems. As
A professor at Atlanta University, he projected a grandiose plan for decades of

Cholarly study of black life in order to make the country aware of racism and
point the way toward its elimination, But he also understood the necessity of
political action,

A poster advertising the 1915 film The Birth
of a Nation, which had its premiere at Wood-
row Wilsan’s White House. The movie glorifie
the Ku Klux Klan and depicted blacks during
Reconstruction as unworthy of participation
government and a danger to white womanhe
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In 1905, Du Bois gathered a group of black leaders at Niagara Falls (mect
ing on the Canadian side since no American hotel would provide accommaoda
lions) and organized the Niagara movement, which sought to reinvigorate th
abolitionist tradition. “We claim for ourselves,” Du Bois wrote in the group
manifesto, “every single right that belongs to a freeborn American, politica
civil, and social; and until we get these rights we will never cease to protestand
assail the ears of America.” The Declaration of Principles adopted at Niagard
Falls called for restoring to blacks the right to vote, an end to racial segregatiol]
and complete equality in economic and educational opportunity. These wouldl
remain the cornerstones of the black struggle for racial justice for decades (&
come. Four years later, Du Bois joined with a group of mostly white reforme .
shocked by a lynching in Springfield, Illinois (Lincoln’s adult home), to CIt
ate the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. The
NAACP, as it was known, launched a long struggle for the enforcement of th
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.

The NAACP's legal strategy won a few victories. In Bailey v. Alabama (o1 1)
the Supreme Court overturned southern “peonage” laws that made it a cri
for sharecroppers to break their labor contracts. Six years later, it ruled uncon
stitutional a Louisville zoning regulation excluding blacks from living in CeF
tain parts of the city (primarily because it interfered with whites’ H.HmE to sel
their property as they saw fit). Overall, however, the Progressive era witnesses
virtually no progress toward racial justice.

Closing Ranks

Among black Americans, the wartime language of freedom inspired hopes {0
a radical change in the country’s racial system. With the notable exceptios
of William Monroe Trotter, most black leaders saw American participatit
in the war as an opportunity to make real the promise of freedom. To Trot{#
much-publicized German atrocities were no worse than American lynchin
rather than making the world safe for democracy, the government sho

or “making t Negroes.” Yet the black pre
rallied to the war. Du Bois himself, in widely reprinted editorials, called o
African-Americans to enlist in the army to help “make our own America d ¢
land of the free.”

Black participation in the Civil War had helped to secure the destructie
of slavery and the achievement of citizenship. But during World War I, closiig
ranks did not bring significant gains. The navy barred blacks entirely, a nl 1
segregated army confined most of the 400,000 blacks who served in the warl
supply units rather than combat. Wilson feared, as he noted in his diary, that |
overseas experience would “go to their heads.” And the ULS. Army campaigi

!

irenuously to persuade the French not to treat black soldiers as equals—not
ln cat or socialize with them, or even shake their hands. Contact with African
inlonial soldiers fighting alongside the British and French did widen the hori-
‘ons of black American soldiers. But while colonial troops marched in the vic-
Iy parade in Paris, the Wilson administration did not allow black Americans
I participate.

I'he Great Migration and the “Promised Land”

Yonetheless, the war unleashed social changes that altered the contours of
\nerican race relations. The combination of increased wartime production
il a drastic falloff in immigration from Europe once war broke out opened
thousands of industrial jobs to black laberers for the first time, inspiring a
liipe-scale migration from South to North. On the eve of World War I, go per-
‘il of the African-American population still lived in the South. Most northern
(ilies had tiny black populations, and domestic and service work still predomi-
inited among both black men and black women in the North. But between rg1o
il 1920, half a million blacks left the South. The black population of Chicago
more than doubled, New York City’s rose 66 percent, and smaller industrial cit-
i like Akron, Buffalo, and Trenton showed similar gains.

Many motives sustained the Great Migration—higher wages in northern
fitories than were available in the South (even if blacks remained confined
tunenial and unskilled positions), opportunities for educating their children,
cape from the threat of lynching, and the prospect of exercising the right to
(ule. Migrants spoke of a Second Emancipation, of “crossing over Jordan,” and
! leaving the realm of pharach for the
Fiomised Land. One group from Mis- _

Suippi stopped to sing, “I am bound Table 19.1 The Great Migration
i » G : 7
i the land of Canaan,” after their train Black Black  Pe
tonned the Ohio River into the North, PRopulation; Poptilation; Inci
I'he black migrants, mostly young &l 8 1929
wen and women, carried with them New York 91,709 152467 66
{ new ,.___ﬁc:.om opportunity, of moQ.& Philadelphia 84,450 134209 ¢
sl economic  freedom,” as  Alain
Locke explained in the preface to his Glicadg 4108ib 21988 vad
witluential book The New Negro (1925). St. Louls 43,960 69,854 ;
i the migrants encountered vast ’
; Detroit 5,741 40,838 6
Aappointments-severely  restricted
loyment opportunities, exclusion Pittsburgh 25,623 TS Lk
housing segregation, Cloveland 8,448 34,451 3

sl outhreaks of violence that made it



(_.imwnm was not confined to the North. In the year after the war ended
“venty-six persons were lynched in the South, including several Hmﬁﬁaﬁm,
Bl _,_ veterans wearing their uniforms. In Phillips County, Arkansas, attacks on
‘11king black sharecroppers by armed white vigilantes left as many as 200 per-
it ,._cmg and required the intervention of the army to restore order. The worst
‘1 eriotin American history occurred in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1921, when more
U 300 blacks were killed and over 10,000 left homeless after m,érwm mob
“luding police and National Guardsmen, burned an all-black section of ?m_
1y 1o the ground. The Tulsa riot erupted after a group of black veterans tried
1 _;..<,c2 the lynching of a youth who had accidentally tripped and fallen ona
“hite female elevator operator, causing rumors of rape to sweep the city.

Hhe Rise of Garveyism

il War I kindled a new spirit of militancy. The East St. Louis riot of 1917
. pired a widely publicized Silent Protest Parade on New York’s Fifth Ave-
“0 in which 10,000 blacks silently carried placards reading, “Mr. President
iy Not Make America Safe for Democracy?” In the new densely wowaﬂmm
. L phettos of the North, widespread support emerged for the Universal
" yi0 Improvement Association, a movement for African independence
| black self-reliance launched by Marcus Garvey, a recent immigrant

One of a series of paintings by ihe black artist Jacob Lawrence called The Migration Seties;
inspired by the massive movement of African-Americans to the North during and after Wo
War |. For each, Lawrence composed a brief title, in this case, “In the North the Negro had

petter educational facilities.”

1 Jamaica. Freedom for Garveyites meant national self-determination.

. |, they insisted, should enjoy the same internationally recognized iden-

clear that no region of the country was free from racial hostility. More W Qi tnjoyed by other peoples in the aftermath of the war, *Everywhere we
i e during the war, often with similani L e cry of freedom,” Garvey proclaimed in 1921, “We desire a freedom
Bk et S 110 R0 e G with dermaoed o will lift us to the common standard of all men, . .. freedom that will give
g e o a racial tinderbox that needed onlyan , . hance and opportunity to rise to the fullest of our ambition and that we
0l pet in countries where other men rule and dominate.” Du Bois and

dent to trigger an explosion.
1 entablished black leaders viewed Garvey as little more than a demagogue.

, applauded when the government deported him after a conviction for
. raud, But the massive following his movement achieved testified to the

”, 0l betrayal that had been kindled in black communities during and aftes
B Wil

Racial Violence, North and South

Dozens of blacks were killed during a 1917 riot in EHast St. Louis, Il
where employers had recruited black workers in an attempt to WER
unions (most of which excluded blacks from membership). [n 1919, MOIE |
250 persons died in Tiots in the urban North. Most notable was the violes
in Chicago, touched off by the drowning by white bathers of a black |
ager who accidentally crossed the unofficial dividing line between black
white beaches on Lake Michigan. The riot that followed raged for five days
involved pitched battles between the races throughout the city. By the | i
National Guard restored order, 38 persons had been killed and more thaf
injured,

1R

B Worldwide Upsurge

w.: Sinbination of militant hopes for social change and disappointment witk
~ 0 outcome was evident far beyond the black community. In the Unior
Wl Soctalist Republics (or Soviet Union), as Russia had been renamec



after the revolution, Lenin's government had nationalized landholdings, banks,
and factories and proclaimed the socialist dream of a workers’ government,
The Russian Revolution and the democratic aspirations unleashed by World
War I sent tremors of hope and fear throughout the world. Like 1848 and, in
the future, 1968, 1919 was a year of worldwide social and political upheaval.
Inspired by Lenin’s call for revolution, communist-led governments came to
power in Bavaria (a part of Germany) and Hungary. General sirikes demand-
ing the fulfillment of wartime promises of “industrial democracy” took place
in Belfast, Glasgow, and Winnipeg. In Spain, anarchist peasants began seizing
land. Crowds in India challenged British rule, and nationalist movements in
other colonies demanded independence. “We are living and shall live all our
lives in a revolutionary world,” wrote Walter Lippmann.

The worldwide revolutionary upsurge produced a countervailing mobi-
lization by opponents of radical change. Even as they fought the Germans,
the Allies viewed the Soviet government as a dire threat and attempted to
overturn it. In the summer of 1918, Allied expeditionary forces—British,
French, Japanese, and Americans—landed in Russia to aid Lenin’s opponents
in the civil war that had engulfed the country. The last of them did not leave
until 1g20.

Wilson's policies toward the Soviet Union revealed the contradictions
within the liberal internationalist vision. On the one hand, in keeping with the
principles of the Fourteen Points and its goal of a worldwide economic open
door, Wilson hoped to foster trade with the new government. On the other, fear
of communism as a source of international instability and a threat to private
property inspired military intervention in Russia. The Allies did not invite the
Soviet Union to the Versailles peace conference, and Wilson refused to extend
diplomatic recognition to Lenin's government. The Soviet regime survived, bul
in the rest of the world the tide of change receded. By the fall, the mass strikes
had been suppressed and conservative governments had been installed in

central Europe. Anticommunism would remain a pillar of twentieth-century
American foreign policy.

Upheaval in America

In the United States, rgrgalso brought unprecedented turmoil. It seemed all the
more disorienting for occurring in the midst of a worldwide flu epidemic thal
killed over 20 million persons, including nearly 700,000 Americans. Racial vio
lence, as noted above, was widespread. In June, bombs exploded at the homes
of prominent Americans, including the attorney general, A, Mitchell Palmer,
who escaped uninjured. Among aggrieved American workers, wartime lan
m with democracy and freedom tnspired hopes that an

¢10 of social justice and economic empowerment was at hand. In 191y, Wilson
had told the AFL, “While we are fighting for freedom, we must see to it among
other things that labor is free.” Labor took him seriously—more seriously, it
cems, than Wilson intended. The government, as one machinist put it, had
‘proclaimed to the World that the freedom and democracy we are fighting for
hall be practiced in the industries of America.”

By the war's end, many Americans believed that the country stood on the
verpe of what Herbert Hoover called “a new industrial order.” Sidney Hillman,
leader of the garment workers’ union, was one of those caught up in the uto-
plan dreams inspired by the war and reinforced by the Russian Revolution.
‘Une can hear the footsteps of the Deliverer,” he wrote. “Labor will rule and the
World will be free.” In 1919, more than 4 million workers engaged in strikes—
{he greatest wave of labor unrest in American history. There were walkouts,
among many others, by textile workers, telephone operators, and Broadway
aclors. Throughout the country, workers appropriated the imagery and rhet-
urie of the war, parading in army uniforms with Liberty buttons, denouncing
[heiremployers as “kaisers,” and demanding “freedom in the workplace.” They
were met by an unprecedented mobilization of employers, government, and
|'lIvate patriotic organizations.

The strike wave began in January 1919 in Seattle, where a walkout of
hipyard workers mushroomed into a general strike that for once united AFL
tinions and the IWW. For five days, a committee of labor leaders oversaw city
wivices, until federal troops arrived to end the strike. In September, Boston
policemen struck for higher wages and shorter working hours. Declaring “there
I» no right to strike against the public safety,” Massachusetts governor Calvin
(oolidge called out the National Guard to patrol the city and fired the entire
police force, In the nation’s coalfields, a company manager observed, wartime
propaganda had raised unrealistic expectations among workers, who took the
promise of “an actual emancipation” too “literally.” When the war ended, min-
15 demanded an end to company absolutism. Their strike was ended by a court
injunction obtained by Attorney General Palmer.

The Great Steel Strike

I'he wartime rhetoric of economic democracy and freedom helped to inspire
the era’s greatest labor uprising, the 1919 steel strike. Centered in Chicago, it
tnited some 365,000 mostly immigrant workers in demands for union recog-
nition, higher wages, and an eight-hour workday. Before 1917, the steel mills
were little autocracies where managers arbitrarily established wages and work-
g conditions and suppressed all efforts at union organizing. During the war,
workers flooded into the Amalgamated Association, the union that had been
nearly destroyed by its defeat at Homestead a generation earlier. By the end
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of 1918, they had won an eight-hour
day. Employers’ anti-union activities
resumed following the armistice that
ended the fighting. “For why this war?®
asked one Polish immigrant steel
worker at a union meeting. “For why we
buy Liberty bonds? For the mills? No,
for freedom and America—for every-
body. No more [work like a) horse and
wagon. For eight-hour day.”

In response to the strike, steel
magnates launched  a concerted
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counterattack. Employers appealed
to anti-immigrant sentiment among
native-born workers, many of whom
returned to work, and conducted a pro-
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paganda campaign that associated the
sirikers with the TWW, communism,

An advertisement placed by a steel company in a
Pittshurgh newspaper announces, in several lan-
guzges, that the steel strike of 1919 “has failed.”

and disloyalty. “Americanism vs. Alien-
ism” was the issue of the strike, declared

The use of the figure of Uncle Sam illustrates
how the companies clothed their anti-union
stance in the language of patriotism.

the New York Tribune. With middle-class
opinion having turned against the labor
movement and the police in Pittsburgh

assaulting workers on the streets, the
strike collapsed in early rg20.

The Red Scare

Many Progressives hoped to see the wartime apparatus of economic planning
continue after 1918. The Wilson administration, however, quickly disman-
tled the agencies that had established controls over industrial production and
the labor market, although during the 1930s they would serve as models for
some policies of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. Wartime repression of dis:
sent, however, continued. It reached its peak with the Red Scare of 1919-1920,
a short-lived but intense period of political intolerance inspired by the post
war strike wave and the social tensions and fears generated by the Russian
Revolution.

Convinced that episodes like the steel strike were part of a worldwide
communist conspiracy, Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer in Novem
ber 1919 and January 1920 dispatched federal agents to raid the offices of
radical and labor orpanizations throughout the country. They carried search
varrants 5o broad that they reminded those with a sense of history of the
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writs of assistance against which James Otis had eloquently protested as
being destructive of liberty in 1761. The Palmer Raids were overseen by the
twenty-four-year-old director of the Radical Division of the Justice Depart-
ment, ]. Edgar Hoover. More than 5,000 persons were arrested, most of them
without warrants, and held for months without charge. The government
deported hundreds of immigrant radicals, including Emma Goldman. Hoover
also began compiling files on thousands of Americans suspected of holding
radical political ideas, a practice he would later continue as head of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation.

The abuse of civil liberties in early 1920 was so severe that Palmer came
under heavy criticism from Congress and much of the press. Secretary of Labor
Louis Post began releasing imprisoned immigrants, and the Red Scare col-
lapsed. Even the explosion of a bomb outside the New York Stock Exchange in
September 1920, which killed forty persons, failed to rekindle it. (The perpetra-
lors of this terrorist explosion, the worst on American soil until the Oklahoma
City bombing of 1995, were never identified.) The reaction to the Palmer Raids
planted the seeds for anew appreciation of the importance of civil liberties that
would begin to mosnmm.%:m T9z0s. But in thelr immediate impact, the
events of 1919 and 1920 dealt a devastating setback to radical and labor organi-
zations of all kinds and kindled an intense identification of patriotic American-
ism with support for the political and economic status quo. The IWW had been
cffectively destroyed, and many moderate unions lay in disarray. The Socialist
Party crumbled under the weight of governmental repression (the New York
legislature expelled five Socialist members, and Congress denied Victor Berger
lhe seat to which he had been elected from Wisconsin) and internal differences
over the Russian Revolution.

Wilson at Versailles

The beating back of demands for fundamental social change was a severe
rebuke to the hopes with which so many Progressives had enlisted in the war
effort. Wilson’s inability to achieve a just peace based on the Fourteen Points
compounded the sense of failure. Late in 1918, the president traveled to France
10 attend the Versailles peace conference. Greeted by ecstatic Paris crowds, he
declared that American soldiers had come to Europe “as crusaders, not merely
lo win a war, but to win a cause . .. to lead the world on the way of liberty.”
But he proved a less adept negotiator than his British and French counterparts,
David Lloyd George and Georges Clemenceau.

Although the Fourteen Points had called for “open covenants openly
arrived at,” the negotiations were conducted in secret, The resulting Versailles
some of Wilson's goals. It established the League of
al to his vision of a new internati

accompli
Nations,

nal order, 1t applied



Why was 1919 such a watershed year for the United States and the world

the principle of self-determination to eastern Europe and H.m%.mé the map
of that region. From the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian empire and parts of
Germany and czarist Russia, new European nations emerged from the war
‘inland, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, mmﬁo.b_m._
and Yugoslavia. Some enjoyed ethno-linguistic unity, while others comprised
unstable combinations of diverse nationalities. 1! .,
Despite Wilson's pledge of a peace without territorial acquisitions or ven
geance, the Versailles Treaty was a harsh document that all but guaranteed
future conflict in Europe. Clemenceau won for France the right to occupy the
Saar Basin and Rhineland—iron- and coal-rich parts of Germany. The treaty
placed strictlimits on the size of Germany’s future army and navy. Lloyd Omo.ﬁ
persuaded Wilson to agree to a clause declaring Germany morally responsible
for the war and setting astronomical reparations payments (they were var
iously estimated at between ¢33 billion and $56 billion), which crippled the

German economy.

EUROPE IN 1914

* Berlin

GERMANY

+Vienna

AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN
 EMPIRE

The Wilsonian Moment

To many people around the world, the Great War destroyed European clain
that theirs was a higher civilization, which gave them theright torule over il
barbaric peoples. In this sense, it helped to heighten the international Emm.:,..
of the United States, a latecomer to the war. Like the ideals of the American
Revolution, the Wilsonian rhetoric of self-determination reverberated acros

Wl War | and the Versailles Treaty redrew the map of Europe and the Middle East. Th
SiilioHungarian and Ottoman empires ceased to exist, and Germany and Russia were

e

the globe, especially among colonial peoples seeking independence. ?. fact “___._._“H.__Hw_m_wﬂw_.o w moﬁmno M‘,NM,“ mﬂmﬁmﬂ__mam,ama in eastern Europe, embodying the principle o
they took Wilson's rhetoric more seriously than he did. Despite his belief i : row Wilson’s Fourteen Points.
self-determination, he believed that colonial peoples required a long period o
tutelage before they were ready for independence.

Nonetheless, Wilsonian ideals quickly spread around the globe—not sitil
ply the idea that government must rest on the consent of the governed, uci alue iopnizing the equality of all people, regardless of race. Hundreds of letters,
Wilsom's stress on the “equality of nations,” large and small, and that internd Jelitions, and declarations addressed to President Wilson made their aAN
tional disputes should be settled by peaceful means rather than armed conflict e Faris headquarters of the American delegation to the peace conference, Few
These stood in sharp contrast to the imperial ideas and practices of Euro ioached the president, as his private secretary, Gilbert Close, carefully screened

In Eastern Europe, whose people sought to carve new, independent natiof Wi mail,

from the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires, many consid

Gulside of Europe, however, the idea of “self-determination” was stillborn.

ered Wilson a “popular saint.” The leading Arabic newspaper, E.waE.. pub “When the peace conference opened, Secretary of State Robert Lansing warned
lished in Egypt, then under British rule, gave extensive coverage (o Wilso that the :_:s_mc was “loaded with dynamite” and would “raise hopes which can
speech asking Congress to declare war in the name of democracy, and to th never be rea _._xca... Wilson'slanguage, he feared, had put “dangerous” ideas “into
Fourteen Points, and translated the Declaration of Independence into Arabl i ninds of certain races” and would inspire “impossible demands, and cause
for its readers. In Beijing, students demanding that China free itself of forelps fouble in many lands.” As Lansing anticipated, advocates of colonial inde-
domination gathered at the American embassy shouting, “Long live Wilso pendence descended on Paris to lobby the peace negotiators, Arabs demanded

fapan proposed to include in the charter of the new League of Nations a claw St aunified independent state be carved from the old Ottoman empire in the



Why was 1919 such a watershed year for the United States and the world?

IN 1919 : . ~ I1he Irish Free State, while continuing to rule the northeastern corner of the
SEl L, As for the Japanese proposal to establish the principle of racial equality,
W ilhon, with the support of Great Britain and Australia, engineered its defeat.

EUROPRE

WY

The Seeds of Wars to Come

| [lnis, as noted above, hoped that black participation in the war effort would
| ot racial justice at home and self-government for colonies abroad. “We
1" he wrote in The Crisisin May 1919, “we return from fighting, we return
* liting. Make way for Democracy!” But the war’s aftermath both in the United
1oy and overseas left him bitterly disappointed. Du Bois concluded that
(l.on had “never at any single moment meant to include in his democracy”
" | Americans or the colonial peoples of the world. “Most men today,” he
~uplained, canmot conceive of a freedom that does not involve somebody’s
“ery” In 1903, in The Souls of Black Folk, Du Bois had made the memorable
Jidiction that “the problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the
* it line.” He now forecast a “fight for freedom” that would pit “black and
‘wn and yellow men” through-
“ut the world against racism and
aperialism.
[ysappointment at the failure
. 4pply the Fourteen Points to the
i luropean world created a perva-
. (ynicism about Western use of
uage of freedom and democ-
Middle East. Nguyen That Thanh, a young Vietnamese patriot working in ' . Wilson's apparent willingness
pressed his people’s claim for greater rights within the French empire, Cith  vile to the demands of the impe-
the Declaration of Independence, he appealed unsuccessfully to Wilson Lo ¥ ) powers helped to spark a series of
bring an end to French rule in Vietnam. W. E. B. Du Bois organized a Pan-Aflis pulir protest movements across
Congress in Paris that put forward the idea of a self-governing nation (o Middle Fast and Asia, and the rise
carved out of Germany’s African colonies. Koreans, Indians, Irish, and atl o new anti-Western nationalism.
also pressed claims for self-determination. 8 Wepired the May 4 movement in
The British and French, however, had no intention of applying this L0 ass protest against the deci-
ciple to their own empires. They rebuffed the pleas of colonial peoples * i al the Versailles peace conference
self rule. During the war, the British had encouraged Arab nationalism i woand certain German concessions
weapon against the Ottoman empire and had also pledged to create a ho -0l China governed by foreign
land in Palestine for the persecuted Jews of Europe. In fact, the victors of Wi 1) 10 Japan. Some leaders, like  Mahatma Gandhi, pictured here in 1919, be
War divided Ottoman territory into a series of new territories, including Sy o0 That Thanh, who took the  theleader of the nonviolent movement for
Lebanon, Trag, and Palestine, controlled by the victorious Allies under Lea ngepencercaie il He was among tho
of Nations “mandates.” South Africa, Australia, and Japan acquired form disappointed by the failure of the Versallles
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German colonies in Africa and Asia, Nor did Ireland achieve its independed Wt long and bloody struggle  golf-determination to the colonial world.
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dependence, With the collapse of

RUSSIA

7/ [E3 New nations
| Demilitarized or Allied occupied zone

S Lo Chi Minh, turned to commu-
o whose name he would lead
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Why was 1919 such a watershed year for the United States and the ©

*lyements. But in the long run, Wilson's combination of idealism and power
* s had an enduring impact. His appeals to democracy, open markets, anda
11l American mission to instruct the world in freedom, coupled with a will-

the Wilsonian moment, Lenin's reputation in the colonial world began to ecli
that of the American president. Bul whether communist or not, these movemein
announced the emergence of anticolonial nationalism as a major force in w.

affairs, which it would remain for the rest of the twentieth century. * 00 Lo intervene abroad militarily to promote American interests and values,
“Your liberalness,” one Egyptian leader remarked, speaking of Britdl * .l create the model for twentieth-century American international relations.
and dmerica, “is only for yourselves” Yet ironically, when colonial peopl ()11 its own terms, the war to make the world safe for democracy failed.
I preat powers cannot always bend the world to their purposes. The war

demanded to be recognized as independent members of the international cal
munity, they would invoke both the heritage of the American Revolution— i
first colonial struggle that produced an independent nation—and the Wi
nian language whereby the self-governing nation-state is the most legitimal
political institution, and all nations deserve equal respect.

As Du Bois recognized, World War I sowed the seeds not of a lasting ped
but of wars to come. German resentment over the peace terms would help'
fuel the rise of Adolf Hitler and the coming of World War IL In the breaky
of Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia, violence over the status of Northern li
land, and seemingly unending conflicts in the Middle East, the world was &l
haunted by the ghost of Versailles,

il neither stability nor democracy to most of the world, and it under-
(reedom in the United States. It also led to the eclipse of ?omﬁmmmrmmm.
\ jublican candidate Warren G. Harding, who had no connection with the
L1y’ Progressive wing, swept to victory in the presidential election of 1920.
Wanling's campaign centered on a “return to normalcy” and a repudiation of
1l he called “Wilsonism.” He received 60 percent of the popular vote. Begun
11l idealistic goals and grand hopes for social change, American involvement
* ilie Great War laid the foundation for one of the most conservative decades
o tlie nation’s history.

The Treaty Debate GHAPTER REVIEW

One final disappointment awaited Wilson on his return from Europe.
viewed the new League of Nations as the war’s finest legacy. But many Amel
cans feared that membership in the League would commit the United States!
an open-ended involvement in the affairs of other countries. Wilson asserl
that the United States could not save the world without being continul
involved with it. His opponents, led by Senator Henry Cabot Lodge of Mas
chusetts, argued that the League threatened to deprive the country of its [1e
dom of action.

A considerable majority of senators would have accepted the treaty
“reservations” ensuring that the obligation to assist League members agal
attack did not supersede the power of Congress to declare war. As governol
New Jersey and as president, Wilson had proved himself to be a skilled poli
cian capable of compromising with opponents. In this case, however, convine
that the treaty reflected “the hand of God,” Wilson refused to negotiate wilh con
gressional leaders. In October 1919, in the midst of the League debate, Wilse
suffered a serious stroke. Although the extent of his illness was kept secrel,
remained incapacitated for the rest of his presidency. In effect, his wife, Lt
headed the government for the next seventeen months. In November 1919 d
again in March 1920, the Senate rejected the Versailles Treaty.

American involvement in World War [ lasted barely nineteen months, 130
it cast a long shadow over the ?::s.w:__. decade—and, indeed, the rest of B
vl i immedi

i N QUESTIONS

| I'xplain the role of the United States in the global economy by 1920

| What were the assumptions underlying the Roosevelt Covollary? How did the doctrine
afject 1S, relations with European nations and those in the Western hemisphere?

| What did President Wilson mean by “moral imperialism,” and what measures were
liken to apply this to Latin America?

A\ llow did the ratification of both the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Amendmens suggest both
the restrictive and democratizing nature of Progressivism?

' Why did Progressives see in the expansion of governmental powers in wartite an oppor-
{unity to reform American society?

I What were the goals and methods of the Committee on Public Information during World
Wari?

! What are governmental and private examples of coercive patriotism during the war?
What were the effects of those efforts?

U What were the major causes—both real and imaginary—of the Red Scare?
0 How did World War I and its afiermath provide African-Americans with opportunities?

L0 Identify the qoals of thase pressing for global change in 1919, and of those who opposed
them

country retreated from interna




