108 Major Problents in American History

age of Twenty one years so may the Inhabitance of thes Stats No longer chargeab]e
with the inconsistancey of acting themselves the part which they condem and oppose
in others Be prospered in their present Glorious struggle for Liberty and have thoge
Blessing to them, &c.

8. General Washington Argues for Greater
Military Funding by Portraying the Plight
of Soldiers at Valley Forge, 1778

I am pleased to find, that you expect the proposed establishment of the Army wi[]
succeed; though it is a painful consideration, that matters of such pressing impor-
tance and obvious necessity meet with so much difficulty and delay. Be assured the
success of the measure is a matter of the most serious moment, and that it ought to
be brought to a conclusion, as speedily as possible. The spirit of resigning Commis-
sions has been long at an alarming height, and increases daily. . . .

The necessity of putting the Army upon a respectable footing, both as to numbers
and constitution, is now become more essential than ever. The Enemy are beginning
to play a Game more dangerous than their efforts by Arms, tho’ these will not be re-
mitted in the smallest degree, and which threatens a fatal blow to American Inde-
pendence, and to her liberties of course: They are endeavouring to ensnare the people
by specious allurements of Peace. It is not improbable they have had such abundant
cause to be tired of the War, that they may be sincere, in the terms they offer, which,
though far short of our pretensions, will be extremely flattering to Minds that do
not penetrate far into political consequences: But, whether they are sincere or not,
they may be equally destructive; for, to discerning Men, nothing can be more evi-
dent, than that a Peace on the principles of dependance, however limited, after what
has happened, would be to the last degree dishonourable and ruinous. It is, however,
much to be apprehended, that the Idea of such an event will have a very powerful
effect upon the Country, and, if not combatted with the greatest address, will serve,
at least, to produce supineness and dis-union. Men are naturally fond of Peace, and
there are Symptoms which may authorize an Opinion, that the people of America are
pretty generally weary of the present War. . . .

Among Individuals, the most certain way to make a Man your Enemy, is to tell
him, you esteem him such; so with public bodies, and the very jealousy, which the
narrow politics of some may affect to entertain of the Army, in order to a due sub-
ordination to the supreme Civil Authority, is a likely mean to produce a contrary
effect; to incline it to the pursuit of those measures which that may wish it to avoid.
It is unjust, because no Order of Men in the thirteen States have paid a more sancti-
monious regard to their proceedings than the Army; and, indeed, it may be ques-
tioned, whether there has been that scrupulous adherence had to them by any other,
[for without arrogance, or the smallest deviation from truth it may be said, that no
history, now extant, can furnish an instance of an Army’s suffering such uncommon
hardships as ours have done, and bearing them with the same patience and Fortitude.
To see Men without Cloathes to cover their nakedness, without Blankets to lay on,
without Shoes, by which their Marches might be traced by the Blood from their
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feet, and almost as often without Provisions as with; Marching through frost and
gnow, and at Christmas taking up their Winter Quarters within a day’s March (?f the
enemy, without a House or Hurt to cover them till they could bc.e bu.ilt and SL!b.rmning
o it without a murmur, is a mark of patience and obedience which in my opinion can
gearce be a parallel’d.]

9. Loyalists Plead Their Cause to the King, 1782

Relying with the fullest confidence upon national justice and compassion to our
fidelity and distresses, we can entertain no doubts but that Great Britain will prevent
the ruin of her American friends, at every risk short of certain destruction to herself.
But if compelled, by adversity or misfortune, from the wicked and perfidious combi-
nations and designs of numerous and powerful enemies abroad, and more criminal
and dangerous enemies at home, an idea should be formed by Great Britain of relin-
quishing her American colonies to the usurpation of congress, we thus solemnly call
God to witness, that we think the colonies can never be so happy or so free as in a
constitutional connexion with, and dependence on Great Britain; convinced, as we
are, that to be a British subject, with all its consequences, is to be the happiest and
freest member of any civil society in the known world—we, therefore, in justice to
our members, in duty to ourselves, and in fidelity to our posterity, must not, cannot re-
frain from making this public declaration and appeal to the faithful subjects of every
government, and the compassionate sovereign of every people, in every nation and
kingdom of the world, that our principles are the principles of the virtuous and free;
that our sufferings are the sufferings of unprotected loyalty, and persecuted fidelity;
that our cause is the cause of legal and constitutional government, throughout the
world; that, opposed by principles of republicanism, and convinced, from recent ob-
servation, that brutal violence, merciless severity, relentless cruelty, and discretionary
outrages are the distinguished traits and ruling principles of the present system of
congressional republicanism, our aversion is unconquerable, irreconcileable.—That
we are attached to monarchical government, from past and happy experience—by
duty, and by choice. That, to oppose insurrections, and to listen to the requests of
people so circumstanced as we are, is the common interest of all mankind in civil so-
ciety. That to support our rights, is to support the rights of every subject of legal gov-
ernment; and that to afford us relief, is at once the duty and security of every prince
and sovereign on earth. Our appeal, therefore, is just; and our claim to aid and assis-
tance is extensive and universal. But if, reflecting on the uncertain events of war, and
sinking under the gloomy prospect of public affairs, from the divisions and contests
unhappily existing in the great councils of the nation, any apprehensions should have
been excited in our breasts with respect to the issue of the American war, we humbly
hope it cannot, even by the most illiberal, be imputed to us as an abatement of our
unshaken loyalty to our most gracious sovereign, or of our unalterable predilection
in favor of the British nation and government, whom may God long protect and pre-
serve, if, in consequence thereof, we thus humbly implore that your majesty, and the
parliament, would be graciously pleased, in the tenderness of our fears, and in pity to
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