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r_"‘ine digital diyide is a term used to describe how individuals in certain demographic | v . d. .. ]
| groups sug “as racial minorities, rural communities, and individuals of lower i 3-/""".‘ AL

\, socioecofiomic status, are at a disadvantage due to unequal access to the Internet el PN
)’\ a[" ~ (Eastin). |This digital divide exists between the educated and the uneducated, between < [ g
generational differences, between economic classes, and, globally, between the more A / A o\l
QQ} "/ and less industrially developed nations. The digital divide can have serious pacec
consequences because of |t s ab:llty to segregatega portmn of the world’s population. S
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\[} Qv \ A study found that elght of ten Internet users Iooked onlme for various health related
\ \\\“‘\1 ’ " data. These users where looking to understand medical conditions and treatments,
\“1“ Yy f access care providers and learn about insurance. With eight out-of-ten Internet users,

or 59% of all U.S. adults, looking online faLhealthnformatlon this activity ranks as the
third most popular online pursuit (Begany\Q;ZC}lil) Ma*ny of the advanced countries
are home to just 15% of the world’ s?ﬁBptﬂatlon but almost 50% of the world’s total
Internet users. The top 20 countries in terms ofinternet bandwmlth are home to
roughly 80% of all Internet users worldwide (Buch:&OlG) JThere are more Internet
users in the US than on the entire African continent,-and the divide is getting staggering.

P 'Q( M ~L _Many investigations of the digital divide argue that Internet access is a valuable asset for

) users (DiMaggio'}, 2001) in finding jobs, social support, or government information.

That means those who have access will gain an advantage and continue to outpace

0 those who do not. A study showed differences emerged as central in choices for

technology use, including older adults finding both cell phones and Web sites less user-

[\ friendly than both middle aged adults and young adults. Specifically, the digital divide in
technology “use is found between the oldest adults and the two younger groups”. The
older generation didn’t have the internet through their education, so where never
taught computer skills. Data suggest that “at least in metropolitan areas, the digital
;i;\g(ile);’f’vv/%gn_};g:;?q!nest ?dulﬂtﬁ anti;the rest of the population, rather than between
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_lower levels of depression, developing programs for technology mentoring in the
community is suggested (Buchi, Just, & Latzer, 2016). Once people understand the
things they can do with a computer for example, they’ll be more inclined to explore new
technology. the millions living in poorer regions of the world, it is unlikely that the wave
of technology will hit
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