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Listening to the

o

intellectuals and promoters of westernization in

Meiji Japan. His views on domestic policy were
decidedly liberal, but he took a hard-line approach to
Sforeign affairs. His ruthless criticism of Korea and China,
published on March 16, 1885, can be read as inviting
colonialism. In 1895, ten years after writing this call to
action, he rejoiced at Japan’s victory over China in their
conflict over Korea.

F ukuzawa Yukichi was one of the most prominent

Civilization is like an epidemic of measles. The cur-
rent measles in Tokyo, which has advanced eastwards
from Nagasaki in western Japan, seems to have begun
to claim more victims with the arrival of springtime.
Will we be able now to find a means of checking this
epidemic? It is obvious that we have no way to do so.
We cannot put up effective resistance, even against
an epidemic that carries with it only harm; much less
against civilization, which is always accompanied by
both harm and good, but by more good than harm.
Though our land of Japan is situated on the Eastern
edge of Asia, the spirit of its people has already shaken
off the backwardness of Asia to accept the civilization
of the West. Unfortunately, however, we have two
neighboring countries, one being called China, the
other called Korea. The people of these two countries
are no different from us Japanese people in hav-
ing been brought up since olden times in the Asian
culture and customs, and vet, whether because they
are of another racial origin, or because, while similar
in culture and customs, differ from us in the main
lines of their traditional education, a comparison of
the three countries, Japan, China, and Korea, reveals
that the latter two resemble each other more closely
than they do Japan. The people of those two countries
do not know how to go about reforming and making
progress, whether individually or as a country. It is not
that they have not seen or heard of civilized things in
the present world of facile communication; yet what
their eyes and ears perceive have failed to stimulate
their minds, and their emotional attachment to ancient

manners and customs has changed little for the past
hundreds and thousands of years. In this lively theater
of civilization, where things change daily, they still
speak of education in terms of Confucianism, cite hu-
manity, justice, civility, and wisdom as their principles
of school education, are completely obsessed only with
outward appearance, are in reality not only ignorant
of truths and principles but so extreme in their cruelty
and shamelessness that for them morality is completely
non-existent, and yet are as arrogant as if they never
gave a thought to self-examination.

In our view, these countries have no likelihood of
maintaining their independence in the current tide of
civilization’s eastward advance. Let there not be the
slightest doubt that, unless they are fortunate enough
to have motivated men appear in their lands who, as
a first step to improve the condition of their countries
will plan such a great enterprise of overall reform of
their governments as our Restoration was, and suc-
ceed in altering their people’s minds through political
reforms, those countries will meet their doom in but a
few years, with their territories divided among the civi-
lized countries of the world. The reason is that China
and Korea, confronted by an epidemic of civilization
comparable to measles, are impossibly trying to ward
it off, despite its inevitability, by shutting themselves
up in a room, with the result being that they are
cutting off their supply of fresh air and asphyxiating
themselves. Though mutual help between neighboring
countries has been likened to the relationship between
the lips and the teeth, China and Korea of today can-
not be of any assistance at all to our country of Japan.

Civilized western man is not without a tendency to
regard all three countries as identical because of their
geographic proximity and to apply his evaluation of
China and Korea to Japan also. For example, when
he finds that the governments of China and Korea are
old-fashioned autocracies without abiding laws, the
western man will suppose Japan too to be a lawless
country. When he finds that the gentlemen of China
and Korea are too deeply infatuated to know what



science is, the western scholar will think that Japan too
is a land of Yin-Yang and the Five Elements. When the
Chinese display their servility and shamelessness, they
obscure the chivalrous spirit of the Japanese. When the
Koreans employ cruel means of physical punishment,
the Japanese too are surmised to be just as inhuman.
Such examples are too numerous to count. This may
be compared to the case in which most of those in a
string of houses within a village or town are foolish,
lawless, cruel, and inhuman; an occasional family that
heeds what is just and right will be eclipsed by the
other’s evil and its virtue will never be noticed. It is
indeed not infrequent that something similar happens
in our foreign relations and indirectly interferes with
them. This should be regarded a great misfortune for
our country of Japan.

To plan our course now, therefore, our country
cannot afford to wait for the enlightenment of our
neighbors and to cooperate in building Asia up.
Rather, we should leave their ranks to join the camp
of the civilized countries of the West. Even when deal-
ing with China and Korea, we need not have special
scruples simply because they are our neighbors, but
should behave toward them as the westerners do.

One who befriends an evil person cannot avoid being
involved in his notoriety. In spirit, then, we break with
our evil friends of Eastern Asia.

Questions for Analysis
1. What does Fukuzawa mean by “civilization™:

2. How does Fukuzawa’s justification of colonialism
compare to Buropeans’ justification of the same
period?
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