240 THE NEXT I0OO YEARS

and .mno:oamn shift in the United States (thar will disproportionately hure

gmﬁn.m:m living here) and a dramaic redefinition of the population of the

American Southwest will combine to create a crisis that will not be easil

solved by American technology and power. ’

. The crisis will begin as an internal American macter. The United States

is 2 democraric sociery, and in large regions of the country, the English-

speaking culture will no longer be dominant, The United States EEarmﬁ
vwnos.,n a bicultural country, like Canada or Belgium. The second culture
will not be formally recognized, but it will be real and it will be not merely

a cultural phenomenon but a clearly defined geographic reality. v

Biculruralism cends to become a problem when it is simply ienored—
when the dominant culture rejects the idea of formalizing it and mmmmnma ar-
temp1s to maintain the status quo. It particularly becomes a problem when
the mwn&:m_.: culture begins ro take steps that appear designed to destroy
the minority culture. And if this minority culture is essentially an extension
of a neighboring country that sces its cirizens as inhabiting territory stolen

from it, the situation can become explosive. 7

w.w the 2070s, Mexicans and those of Mexjcan arigin will constitute the
dominant population along a line running ar least two hundred miles from
the U.S.~Mexican border through California, Arizona, New Mexico, and
Texas and throughout vast areas of the Mexican Cession. The region iw not
behave as other immigranc-heavy areas have. Rather, as happens in border-
lands, ._.n will be culturally—and in many ways economically—a northward
extension of Mexico. In every sense but legally, the border will have moved
noreh.

. .H.Wmmm immigrants won't be disenfranchised peons. The economic expan-
ston in Mexico, coupled with the surging American economy in the 2050s
and 2060s, will make these settlers relatively well-to-do. In fact they will be
.nrn facilitators of U.S.~Mexican trade, one of the most _:Qmmmqm activities
in the world in che late twenty-first century. This group will dominate nor
oa_w._Onm_ politics but the politics of two whole states—Arizona and New
KnﬁnTmn& much of the politics of California and Texas. Only the sheer
size of the latter two will prevent immigranes from controlling them out-
right as well. A subnational bloc, on the order of Quebec in Omm_mmm will be
in place in the United Seates. “

2080 24t

At a certain crivical mass, a geographically contiguous group becomes
conscious of itself as a disrincr entiry wishin a counuy. More exacrly, it be-
gins to see the region it dominares as distince, and begins to ask for a range
of special concessions based on its status. When it has a natural affinicty 1o a
neighboring country, a portion of the group will see itself as native to that
country but living under foreign domination, And across the border, in the
neighboring country, an annexation movement can arise.

This issue will divide the Mexican-American bloc. Some inhabiranrs will
see themselves as primarily Americans. Others will accept that Americanism
but see themselves as having a unique relationship to America and ask for le-
gal recognition of that status. A third group, the smallest, will be secession-
ist. There will be an equal division within Mexico. One thing to remembet
is thar illegal immigracion will have generally disappeared after 2030, wher
migration to the United Srates will be encouraged as American nacional pol-
icy. Some on each side of the border will see the problem as solely Americar
and will want w have nothing to do with it lest it interfere with peacefu
economic relations with Mexico. Others, though, will see the demographic

problems in the United States as a means for redefining Mexico's relation:
witch the United States. In exchange for a hands-off policy regarding migra-
tion, some will want the United States to make concessions 1o Mexico or
other issues. And a minority will advocate annexation. A complex politica
battle will develop between Washingeon and Mexico City, each manipulac

ing the situation on the other side of the border.

Large numbers of senators and representatives of Mexican origin will b
elected 1o serve in Washington. Many will not sce themselves as legislaror
who just happen to be of Mexican origin, representing their states. Rather
they will see themselves as representatives of the Mexican community living
in the United States. As with the Parti Québécois in Canada, their regiona
representation will also be seen as the represenation of a distinct nation liv
ing in the United States. The regional political process will be beginning
reflect this new realiry. A Partido Mexicano will come into cxistence ant
send representatives ro Washington as a separate bloc.

This state of affairs will help drive the reversal on immigration polic
that is going to define the 2070s and the election of 2080. Beyond the de
mographic need to redefine the immigration policies of the 2030s, the ver



