244 THE NEXT 10O YEARS ,

in Mexico City—and in Los Angeles, San Diego, Houston, San Antop;,, .

Phoenix, and other cities in the borderland that will have become predom;.
nantly Mexican. The dominant theme will be ethnic Mexicans’ rights o
American citizens. But some will demonstrate for annexation by Mexico, 4
small radical faction of Mexicans in the United States will begin carrying
out acts of sabotage and minor terrorism against federal government facil;,
ties in the region. While not supporred by either the Mexican governmment,
the state governments dominated by Mexicans, or most Mexicans on either
side of the border, the terrorist acts will be seen as the first steps in a planned
insurrection and secession by the region. The American president, under in-
tense pressure to bring the situation under control, will move to federalize
the National Guard in these states to protect federal property.

In New Mexico and Arizona, the governors will argue thar the National
Guard repores to them—and will refuse the order to nationalize. Instead
they will order the Guard to protect federal facilities but will insist chat the
forces remain under state control. The Guard units, predominantly Mexi-
can in these states, will obey the governor. Some in Congress will argue thar
a state of insurrection be declared. The president will resist bur will instead
ask Congress to permit the mobilization of U.S. troops in these states, |ead-
ing ro a direct confrontation becween National Guard and U.S. Army units.

- As the situation gets out of hand, the problem will be compounded

when the Mexican president, unable ro resist pressure to do something deci-
sive, mobilizes the Mexican army and sends it north to the border. His jus-
tification will be that the U.S. Army has mobilized along the Mexican
frontier and he wants to prevent any incursions and to coordinate with
Washington. In reality, there will be a deeper reason. The Mexican president
will be afraid that the U.S. Army will uproot Mexicans in this area~—citi-
zens, green card holders, and visa holders alike—and force them back over
the Mexican border. Mexico will not want a surge of refugees. Moreover, the
Mexican president will nov want to see Mexicans in the United States
stripped of their valuable property.

When the Mexican army mobilizes, the U.S. military will be placed on
full alerr. The U.S. military is not very good at policing hostile populations,
particularly not those that include U.S. citizens. On the other hand, it is
very good at attacking and destroying enemy armies. U.S, space forces and
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