200 THE NEXT 100 YEARS

naissance system will quickly have w0 be re-architected so thar femaining
satellites—of which there will be many—will downlink to earth rather chay,
to the destroyed Bartle Stars, That will allow the Unirted States o begin rract.
ing enemy movements—and 1o strike back. When that happens, the firse
thing it will have 1o do is knock our any space launch facilities the Coalition
might have, 50 as to keep it from launching any new space systems.

Japanese intelligence an U3, assets, while not perfect, will be superb,
The United States will have deliberately placed launch platforms for rockecs
in a variety of secrer locations, carefully camouflaged. It will be one of the
major black projects during the 20305, By the time the Japanese begin sy
veillance on the Unjred States, the sites will have been constructed—-ang
hidden—for 4 long time. The secrer launch facilities will not be manned
during peacetime, Moving personnel to the sites without detecrion will
take several days, during which time the United Srares will send diplomaric
feelers through the Germans, who will be neutral, about negotiations. The
United States will be trying 1o buy time. The negotiations will be a cover for
planring and implementing a counterstrike.

The United States will be wrying to even the playing field a bit wich what
assers It still has. To do that, it wil] need ro blind the Coalition, taking our
its space-based system (che United States will have stored hundreds of ani-
satellite missiltes and Emr-n:mﬁmu\ lasers at its secrer reserve sites). Crews will
move into place, carcfully so as nor ro give away locations to reconnaissance
satellites. While the Coalicion will be cagerly engaged in negotiations with
the United Srazes, the sires will be readied. Abour seventy-two hours later,
the United States will destroy the bulk of the Coalition’s surveillance capa-
bility in a period of less than two hours. The Coalition won't be blind, bur
it will be ciose o it.

As soon as the sarellices are destroyed, some of the United Stares’ surviv-
ing hypersonic aireraft wil] initiate atracks on Japanese and Turkish launch
facilities, hoping to make it impossible for them to launch new sarellites or
attacl the remaining U.S. satellizes. Unlike the Japanese, the Americans will
have an excellent idea of the location of Japanese faunches based o1 past re-
connaissance. The Unired States, following the end of the second cold war,
always had a massive advantage in reconnaissance capability. The United
States’ map of the Coalition will be much better than the Coalition’s map of
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the United States. The aircrafy will hjt them all. Shortly thereafter, 1S,
satellite controllers will begin capruring signals from surviving American
satellites, The Coalition will now be the ones blinded. The Japanese intellj-
gence failure about Americas black anti-satellite capability will prove their
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The Coalition members will realize their original plan has failed. They will
not be certain how well the United States can see, bur they will know thar it
can't see all thar well. Most disturbing, their belief that che entire .8, air
fleet was annihilared will be proven wrong, and they will know that the
United States scill has the capacity o strike them. They can’t know that
these are only the remnanrs of the force that was dispersed in the time be-
tween the detection of the artack on the Bactle Stars and the Coalition air
strike. They won't know how deep American reserves are, and they will have
no way to find out. The fog of war will be as thick in the twenty-first cen-
tury as in the pasr.

The United Stares will make one additional maove, Engineers will ana-
lyze data to show che origination point of the missiles that took out the Bat-
tle Stars, and the military then will launch a missile at the site and the base
will be destrayed. The United States will also order milizary forces it will
have quietly buile Up at its own experimental starions on the moon to pre-
Pare and execute artacks on gl Japanese bases on the moon, The United
States will make sure it is not surprised again,

As frequently happens in war, once the tnitial aceack, planned over years,
is executed, Veryone starts 1 improvise, working from uncereainty, And
most war plans anticipate thar a war will be over quickly. It rarely is. This
war will continue, divided into three parts.

First, having reestablished a tenuous command of space, the United
States will put in place a crash program to increase its hold and leeep the
Coalition out. The United States will gradually, over the nexr year, increase
its surveillance capability until it equals preattack levels. The pace of re-
search, development, and deployment in a time of war is extraordinary
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