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ers. They will drive on to Budapest, although cheir ultimare military goal
will be the Carpathian Mountains in Slovakia, Ukraine, and WOENEM If
they take the Carpathians, Romania and Bulgaria will be isolated and n.o_-
lapse, turning the Black Sea into a Turkish lake. Hungary will be occupied
and Poland isolated and facing a threar from the south. If, however, n?w
Poles decide to concentrate on the Hungarian plain to protect Budapest,
and therefore attempt to hold the bloc together, Turkish airpower would
likely destroy the bloc’s forces.

The Poles will request American air support so they can engage Turkish
forces as they advance into Croaria, but the United States will rmﬂn no air-
power to give them. The Turks, as a result, will caprure Hungary in a matter
of weeks and occupy the Carpathians soon after. The Romanians, isolated
will ask for and receive an armistice. Southeastern Europe, to the mwu:mw TE...
der and Ukraine, will be in Turkish hands. All that will remain will be Poland

Turkish forces will proceed toward Krakow, with air strikes ripping mvwm
the Polish military. The United States will become concerned thar the Poles
will be unable to resist and may be forced to sue for peace. The U.S. strategy
will be to buy time to rebuild its strategic assets and chen launch a mmnﬂnmmw
m_ov% strike on Turkey and Japan. The Unired Srares will not want to dissi-
m.m:w its strength to support tactical combat in southern Poland. At the same
time, it will not be able to risk losing its Polish ally, as that will end the game
against Turkey. In order to get the Poles to carry on, the United States will

have to seriously harm the Turks.
. In February 2051, the United States will launch a substanrial portion of
_wm remaining air force, including some new aircraft with advanced capabili-
ties, seriking at Turkish forces everywhere from southern Poland to logistics
centers back in Bosnia and farther south. Tt will take serious fosses ?ow: the
Turkish air force, bur the Turkish army will suffer serious losses as hundreds
of armored infantrymen are killed along with the destruction of large num-
bers of robotic systems and supplies. Turkey will be far from Q.:u@_mm bur it
will be hurr. h

The Tuzks will soon realize thar there is no chance of their winning the
war, Their inability te reenter space, plus the Americans’ ability to nan.wnm a
new air foree quickly, would, in time, defear them. They also will realize

that the Ja 't be i iti
Japanese woi't be in a position to help them because they will be
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cied down with their own problems in China. The great gamble will fail,
and with thar failure it will be every man for himself, The United States will
be clearly focusing on Turkey before Japan, so Turkey will need o knock
Poland our of the war fast. But Turkish ground forces will by then be spread
around a vast empire. Concentrating on DPoland will mean stripping forces
from elsewhere, and that will, in the leng run, not be a viable option. The
Turks would be deeply exposed to rebellion from Egypt o Ceniral Asia.

Before the beginning of the war, the Coalition will have wanted Ger-
many [o join in the atrack on Poland, but the Germans will have declined.
"This time when the Turks approach them, they will offer quitc a prize. In re-
turn for helping Tuckey in Poland, Turkey wiil retreat into the Balkans after
the war, retaining only Romania and Uksaine. Turkey will build its power
around che Black Sea, the Adriatic, and the Mediterranean, and the Ger-
mans will have a free hand from Hungary north, including Poland, the
BRaltics, and Belarus.

From the German point of view, what had been 2 Turkish pipe dream
before 2050 will now be a very practical proposal. The Turks would be a
Mediterranean and Black Sea power and would need the Ballkans ro secure
their hald. The Turks would have no interest north of there, as such involve-
ment would soak up forces needed in these areas. The Germans, like the
Poles and Russians, will be exposed on the northern European plain, and this
new arrangernent would secure their eastern flank. Most important, this
arrangement would reverse the rrend that had been running against Ger-
many and Western Europe since the collapse of Russia. The Eastern Euro-
peans would finally be put back in their place.

The Germans will know that the Americans will eventually refocus an
the region, but it will rake the Americans = while to come baclk. There will
be a genuine window of opportunity for the Germans to seize. Self-absorbed
and risk averse, they won' be as adventurous as the Turks. But the alrerna-
cive will be 2 Turkish force o their east or, worse, the defear of the Turks and
an even more powerful Polish and American force facing them. The Ger-
mans will not be risk takers in general, but this is a risk chey will have o
take. They will mobilize cheir forces, including their older bur still capable
air force, and sirike the Poles from the west in lare spring of 2051, while the
Turks will relaunch cheir agtack from the south. The Germans will recruic




