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over half. The entire map will have turned one to two shades darker. The
borderland, extending far into the United States, will become predomi-
nantly Mexican. Mexico will have solved its final phase of population
groweh by extending ies nonpolitical boundaries into the Mexican Ces-
sion—with the encouragement of the United States.
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POPULATION, TECHNOLOGY, AND

THE CRISIS OF 2080

Surging immigration into the United States and che aftereffects of the war
will kick off an economic boom from about 2040 1o 2060. The availability

Ry
i

Gadsden Pirchise'7 of land and capiral in the United Staes, coupled with one of the most dy-
e Y namic labor pools in the advanced industrial world, will stoke the economic
tage of A . . . . L .
nﬂwﬂmmmmaga A fires. The relative ease with which the United States absorbs immigranes will
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O 36-60 Yy MEXICO . give it a massive advantage over other industrialized councries. But there will
L 635 Py R b be another dimension to this boom that we must acknowledge: technology.
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8o~ T . Let’s consider this and then return to our discussion of Mexico.
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U.S. Hispanic Population (2000) During the erisis of 2030, the United States will look for ways 10 com

pensate for labor shorrages, particularly in developing technologies thar can
take the place of humans.

this area, of course, but they are just that, pockets, behaving more like One of the dominant partrerns in technology development in the Unired

other ethnic groups. In the borderland, Mexicans are not isolared from States has been:

their homeland. In many ways they represent an extension of their home-

land into the United States. The United States occupied Mexican terri- L. Basic science or designs are developed at universities or by individual
tory in the nineteenth century, and the region maintained some of the inventors, frequently resulting in conceptual breakthroughs, modest

characteristics of occupied territory. As populations shift, the border is in- implementations, and some commercial exploitation.

creasingly seen as arbicrary or illegitimate, and migration from the poorer 2. In the context of a military need, the United States infuses large

to the richer country rakes place, but not the reverse. The cultural border amounts of money into the project to speed development toward spe-

of Mexico shifts northward even though the polirical border remains cific, military ends.
static. : 3. The private sector takes advantage of commercial applications of this
That’s the picture in 2000, By 2060, after thirty years of policies encour- Hmnr:ohomﬁ 16 build entire industries,

aging immigration, the map we saw in 2000 will have evolved so char areas ,
that had been around 50 percent Mexican will become almost completely The same is happening with robotics. At end of the cwenticth century

Mexican and areas that had been abour 25 percent Mexican will move o . basic development in robotics had already been undertaken. Core theoreri-




