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FOREWORD

Under the original outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost about 3000 souls were born into the
Kingdom of God and added to the Church.

The Scripture tells us that these new converts “continued stedfastly in the Apostle's doctrine, and in fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread and prayers” (Acts 2:42).

In a day when all absolutes are under attack and being destroyed in the hearts and mind of this present
generation, there is a tremendous need to maintain sound doctrine, that “faith which was once delivered to
the saints” (Jude 3). There is great assurance and peace when one can point to and proclaim God’s absolutes
as written in the inspired, infallible and authoritative Word of God, the Holy Bible.

Again, it should be noted that, not only are the world philosophies attacking the absolutes, many
professionals in Christendom are attacking and undermining or laying aside all doctrine, classifying it as
“dead”, “divisive” or “unnecessary” and thus resorting to a philosophical Gospel devoid of any Biblical
theology.

Not only is this so, but we are living in the times of which the Spirit expressly spoke: “that in the latter days
some shall dopart from THE FAITH, giving heed to seducing spirits, and docirines of devils” (I Timothy 4:1).
Hence the need indeed of “contending for THE FAITH once delivered to the saints” (jude 3).

The Bible provides various styles of literature such as History, Poetry, Law and Prophecy. There is, however,
underlying and flowing through all the Books of the Bible and its various styles of literature, sound theology.
We know that God did not systematize all these Doctrines; He has left that for us to search out and to
explore; but all the Bible writers had solid foundations of theology undergirding all they said and wrote.

In practically every Book of the Bible there may be discovered the basic Doctrines of God, of Christ, of the
Holy Spirit, of the Holiness of God, the Sinfulness of Man, and of God’s Grace in the Redemptive Plan and
the Atonement. There is the Reward for the Righteous and Judgment on the Wicked. The Prophets themselves
were founded upon the fundamental facts of God's holiness, righteousness, love and mercy, as well as the
revelation of man'’s sinfulness and need for repentance and redemption.

It is the writer’s firm conviction that one is poorly qualified to be a sound interpreter and exegete of the
various styles of Bible literature without a solid foundation in theology.

Much interpretation and exposition arises out of the theological principles one holds, hence the need for
sound theology. The arguments or excuses used against doctrine are dealt within the first chaptor of this text
and need not be elaborated upon here.

The contents of this text have been the basis for “Systematic Theology” and “Basic Doctrine” Classes in
Portland Bible College in the last number of years where the author has been serving as a teacher.

‘The text has been written in such a way as to provide “SEED to the sower and BREAD to the eater” (Isaiah
55:9-11). The writer has not tried to say all that could be said but has provided both Outline (Seed) and
Content (Bread) so that the Teacher (Sower) and Student (Eater) may together be able to expand by a
consideration of the Scripture references given. Therefore, to obtain the best and fullest use of this text it is
necessary to read and meditate on the numerous Scripture references listed, and not just on the author's
comments.
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It s the writer's prayer that all who read, study and use this text will follow Paul's exhortation to Timothy
when he said “Take heed to thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both
save thyself, and them that hear thoe’ (I Timothy 4:16).

Kevin J. Conner

Portland, Oregon
US.A.
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‘THE CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 3

L. THE DEFINITION OF DOCTRINE AND THEOLOGY

A. “Doctrine” means “something taught, teachings, instruction; the principles of religion that are taught;
or more literally, ‘to teach the substance.’ "

In this text we will use the term “doctrine” to refer to the truths of God's Word that are to be taught.
The word “doctrine” is used fifty-six times in the Authorized Version. One of these is in Acts 2:42
where we find that the early church converts continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.

B. “Theology” means “the study of God, of religious doctrines and of matters pertaining to Divinity."
‘The word is derived from two Greek words:
1. “Theos", meaning “God” and

2. “Logos”, meaning “Word, or Discourse” Like other sciences, theology is a systematic and logical
arrangement of certified facts. Thus in theology facts relating to God and His Word are presented in
an orderly and logical manner. While theology refers primarily to the knowledge of God's truth,
religion denotes the practice of it. These two must constantly be integrated and united in the life of
the believer and the church. John 13:17 “If ye know these things (theology), happy are ye if ye do
them (practice).”

II. THE DIVISIONS OF THEOLOGY

A. Exegetical Theology
“Exegesis” means “{0 lead out, to guide out, to draw out.” In theology it refers to the analysis and
interprotation of Scripture. Exegetical theology is concerned with Biblical languages, Biblical ar-
cheology, Biblical introduction and Biblical hermeneutics.

B. Historical Theology
Historical theology traces Biblical history, church history, and the history of doctrine.

C. Dogmatic Theology
‘This branch deals with dogma as set forth and formulated in church creeds. The difference between
dogma and doctrine should be recognized.

Dogma is man’s statement of a truth set forth, as in a creed.
Doctrine is God's revelation of truth as found in the Scriptures.
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D. Biblical Theology
Biblical theology iraces the progress of truth through the Books of the Bible, seeing the various
manners in which each of the writers presented important doctrines.

For example in presenting the Doctrine of the Atonement, Biblical theology would show how this
doctrineis dealt with in the Old Testament, the Gospels, the Acts and the Epistles by Paul, Peter, James
and John.

E. Systematic Theology
Systematic theology concerns itself with the orderly arrangement into topics of the doctrines concern-
ing God, Man, Angels, Sin and Salvation. It is a systemization of the major fundamental doctrines of
Biblical theology.

F. Pastoral or Practical Theology
Pastoral or practical theology deals with pastoral work, Christian education, church administration,
etc. Its goal is the practical application of theology in the regeneration, edification and education of
man.
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Iil. THE PURPOSE OF DOCTRINE

A. The Purpose Defined
‘The beginning of Luke’s gospel intimates the purpose of doctrine and theology. Luke 1:1-4 ... to set
forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us ... That thou
mightest know the certainty of the things wherein thou hast been instructed.”

1. “To set forth” is to draw up a narrative;

2. “In order” means consecutively;

3.“A declaration” means a full declaration, a leading and following through;
4.

“Those things which are most surely believed among us”, i.e., the things pertaining to the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ;

5. “Instructed” means “orally instructed"". It comes from the Greek word "katecheo” which means “to
instruct by asking questions and correcting answers”. The word catechism is derived from it. The
word “instructed” is used also in Luke 1:4; Acts 18:25; and Romans 2:18.

The purpose of doctrinal and theological studies is to set forth in a systematic order the things which
are most surely believed among the true believers. It is to instruct the believer that he may know the
certainty of these truths. It is to encourage the believer to contend for “the faith once delivered to the
saints” Jude 3.

B. The Purpose Clarified

It is important to recognize that no man can confine God to mere “Articles of Faith" or “Doctrinal
Statements”. It has pleased God to reveal Himself in the 66 Books of the Bible rather than in just a few
doctrinal articles. Church history has.proven the fact that man limits himself to such articles and
therefore becomes unprepared to advance in God when the light of recovered truth begins to shine. Itis
forthis reason that we see multiplied denominations and organizations within Christendom. For, cach
time God recovered further truth to His people, Creeds, Confessions and Articles of Faith all played
their part in hindering Gods peoplo from moving on. Thus God had to step over the boundary walls of
doctrinal statements and cause those who would respond to more light to move on with Him.

Truth is ever progressive. Of course it is recognized that God will never reveal anything outside of, or
contrary to His Word, but He will continually shine light upon the Word He has given, further
clarifying its meaning. (Psalm 43:3) Thus in any study on systematic theology it must be clearly
understood that God is not limited to such. He is only limited to the revelation of Himself in the
complete Word which He inspired and which He must illumine. Man himself does not know what to
believe, therefore God has laid this down in His own Written Word, No system of theology can be the
final authority, only as it is subjected to, tested by and found to be in harmony with the authority of the
infallible Scriptures.





image15.png
IV. THE NECESSITY OF DOCTRINE

The Apostle Paul prophesied that “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine” It
Timothy 4:3.

Today there is a great attack on sound doctrine. There is a turning away from doctrinal matters and a
turning to the philosophies of men and doctrines of devils. Many churches have no time for doctrinal
preaching or teaching. They have turned to oratory, politics, ethics, book-sermons, or a social gospel
saying that doctrine is useless and obsolete. The following are some of the most common objections being
cast about. They appear to be sound and spiritual statements, but when followed through to their logical
conclusions they become illogical and dangerous.
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Objection Number One:
“There s no Biblical record of Jesus or of any of the Apostles formulating or giving any ready-made system
of doctrine.”

‘The answer to this should be evident in Acts 2:42. All the writers of the Old and New Testaments had in
their writings underlying theological facts concerning the person of God, His nature and being, Man, Sin,
and Redemption as well as the other great doctrines of the Bible. They may not be arranged in a systematic
order but they are the very foundations of all the books of the Bible.

Objection Number Two:
*“The Church does not need doctrine for doctrine has always been divisive, and this is why there are so
many denominations.”

The answer to this is seen in the emphasis in Scripture on doctrine. Doctrine existed before the church
existed. The church does not originate doctrine, God does. It is the person who rejects the doctrines of God
who causes the division. One is either for or against it. Of course, there will be those who carnally use the
doctrines of the Bible to divide but this is not the fault of the doctrine. It is the one who uses or abuses the
doctrine that is wrong. This is certainly no excuse to neglect the right use of doctrine,

Objection Number Three:
“It does not matter what you believe; it only matters who you believe.”

‘The answer to this is that it is impossible to really separate Christ from His doctrine. He and His Word are
one. One cannot accept Christ and reject what He teaches. It is possible lo accept fragments of His
teachings and reject Him. But in a true Bible sense, to accept Christ fully is to accept His doctrine fully. He
Himself said, “My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me” John 7:16-17.

Objection Number Four:
““You can be right in your doctrine and wrong in your spirit and that is not acceptable with God, or you
could be wrong in your doctrine and right in your spirit and this is more acceplable with God.”

‘This proposes that right attitudes are more important to God than right doctrines. The answer to this is that
the statement is part truth and part error. God's ideal is to be right in both attitude and doctrine; not one at
the expense of the other,

Objection Number Five:

“Doctrine s dry, dull and dead and is useless for us today; we need practical teaching”", Or “experience is
more important than doctrine”. Again this statement is only partially true. It is to be admitted that
oftentimes the presentation of doctrine may be dull and boring, However, the fault is not always with the
doctrine, but with the teacher of it. The life of the teaching is the life of the teacher. The answer is not to
dispense with doctrine but to know how the teacher must be quickened by the Spirit of God, the one who
inspired the Scriptures. As to the latter part of the statement, the end of systematic theology is practical
theology. Paul said to Timothy, “But thou has fully known my doctrine, manner of life ...”"II Timothy 3:10.
Dmr:llrine should lead to life, theory to practice, interpretation to application, teaching to walking, This is
God's ideal.
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Not only is this so, but experience must always be measured in the light of the Word of God. Experiential
theology must be governed by Scriptural theology; the subjective must be governed by the objective; the
fallible by the infallible. Otherwise unguarded experience can lead to error.

‘The Need for Doctrine
Inan age of relativism, in which there appears to be no absolutes, it is vital to know that God has absolutes.

God, His Word, His truth and His laws stand out as eternal absolutes, unchanged and unchanging, forever
reliable. Atheism, agnosticism, relativism, situation ethics, existentialism and other philosophies of men
have saturated this generation thus causing a real need for sound doctrine.

This is a day in which all believers need to know:
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'THE FOUNDATIONS OF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

1) WHO they believe
2) WHAT they believe, and
3) WHY they believe it.

Al roligions, true or false, all cults, “isms” and idealogies are founded on various doctrines and these
teachings received, believed, obeyed and continually practiced determine:

1) Character —what we are
2) Behavior—what we do
3) Destiny__where we go

Strong character is determined by strong beliefs, and clearly defined doctrine makes for clear cut
convictions, Whata person believesis either molded by the vain philosophies of men or the inspired Word
of God. Hence it is absolutely necessary to be founded on the doctrine of Christ.

In the realm of the sciences:

Stars existed before astronomy; man in his ignorance conceives astrology. Flowers existed before botany;
man in his ignorance resorts to pantheism. Life existed before biology; man in his ignorance falls to
evolution. God existed before theology; man in his ignorance falls into idolatry.

Just as the sciences of astronomy, botany, biology, etc., banish basic errors relative to such, so does the
science of theology banish false views of God and creation.

Truth combats error and light dispels darkness. The need is not to fight error or darkness as such, but
rather to declare the truth, turn on the light, and thus dispel the error and darkness. False teaching can
only be corrected by the Word of God. Thus, whether it be denial of truth, subtraction or addition,
misunderstanding, misrepresentation or substitution, only the sum total of the Word can rectify false
doctrines. (I Timothy 3:15,16)

. THE CLASSIFICATION OF DOCTRINE

‘The Scripture lists several classes of doctrine. However, it will be seen that all doctrine proceeds from
three sources; God, Satan or Man. These are also the three sources of thought, which is illustrated in
Matthew 16:13-23.

1. The thought of God concerning Christ is seen in verses 16-17. There Peter confessed that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of the living God. This indeed was revelation from God concerning His blessed Son.

2. The thought of Man is seen in verses 13-14, where people thought that Jesus might be Elijah, or
Jeremiah or one of the prophets, Nothing sinful, but only human thinking is seen here. It is human
thinking apart from Divine revelation concerning the Christ of God,
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3. The thought of Satan is seen clearly in verses 21-23 where Peter, who a moment before had received the

mind and thought of God, now confessed a thought which he received from Satan, who was opposed to
the cross and the Christ of God.

This illustration clearly shows that the mind of man is open to three sources of thought and communica-
tion. Therefore all must be tested in the light of the written Word of God.

A. The Doctrine of God

1. Doctrine of God

Deuteronomy 32:2 — “My doctrine shall drop as the rain...”
Proverbs 4:2 — "I give you good doctrine...”
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We must hate that which Christ hates because of its corrupting influence in the church. God is very
concerned about the doctrines His church follows. False cults, hiding under the cloak of Christianity,
are founded on perversions of the Word of truth. (Read II Timothy 2:16-18; 4:3-4; I Timothy 1:4-6; 3:9;
4:7; 6:4-5; and Titus 1:9). Paul exhorted Timothy and Titus concerning those who would resist the
truth, men of corrupt minds, destitute of the truth who had given themselves over to fables, vain
babblings and endless genealogies. The Scriptures warn against false apostles, false prophets, false
teachers and other ministries, who would bring in false doctrine. (I Gorinthians 11:19-20; Matthew
7:15-23; 11 Peter 2:1-3)

Doctrine of Devils

The Scriptures warn us that in the latter times there would also arise doctrines of devils. Paul told
Timothy that “the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils...” I Timothy 4:1-3. (Refer also to I Corinthians
10:20-21.) These doctrines of devils are propagated through deceived men. Paul spoke of those who
“corrupt the Word of God", that is, they deal deceitfully with the Word. (II Corinthians 2:17) He also
spoke of those who were “walking in craftiness, handling the Word of God deceitfully” Il Corinthians
4:2. The serpent stood before the woman, Eve, and perverted the Word of God, thus bringing about the
Fall of man. Deception was Satan’s first weapon in Eden (Genesis 3:1-6), and it is also Satan’s last-day
weapon. Note the warnings against deception in Matthew 24:4,11, 24. In Ephesians Paul speaks of
winds of doctrine, and the trickery of men, their cunning craftiness, whereby they lay in wait to deceive
the simple. This is how heresies originate. They arise out of demonic influence, and flow through
deceived men.

The Apostle Peter also speaks of those who are unlearned and unstable wresting the truth of the
Seriptures to their own destruction (Il Peter 3:14-16). The word “wrest” means “to wrench, or torture
on the rack” thus perverting and distorting the Scriptures they profess to be teaching. (Exodus 23:6;
Deuteronomy 16:19; Psalm 56:5) Eternal judgement is pronounced on all those who “‘add” or “take
away” from the Word of God. They suffer eternal wrath. (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; Revelation
22:18-19) Paul uttered a curse on angels or men who preached “another Gospel.” (Galatians 1:6-8)
False cults in principle preach “another Jesus”, receive “another spirit” and proclaim “another
Gospel.” (II Corinthians 11:4) g

All doctrine ultimately procoeds from one of two main sources: the Spirit of Truth or the Spirit of Error.
Men can teach cither, according to the Spirit they receive and are motivated and influenced by. The
Last Days are upon the church, and Satan is releasing his mind, which is expressed through doctrines
of demons, in order to deceive mankind. This shows the absolute need of being founded and estab-
lished in the sound principles of the doctrine of Christ.

‘The following diagram shows the progression and end of the two streams of doctrine.
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DOCTRINE

GOD SATAN
Spirit of Truth Spirit of Exror
Light Darkness

Doctrine of God Doctrine of Satan
Doctrine of Christ Doctrine of Devils
Doctrine of the Apostles Doctrine of Man
Believing Deceiving

Life and Liberty Death and Bondage

The only sure and infallible test of all doctrine s the complete body of Scripture, working from the part
to the whole, and the whole to the part. The prophet said, “To the law (The Word) and to the testimony
(of the Scriptures). If they (the spirits) speak not according to this Word, itis because there is no light in
them” Isaiah 8:19-20.
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VL. THE SYMBOLS OF DOCTRINE

VIL

Doctrine is likened to three main things in Scripture, each of which illustrates its power and influence.

A. Doclrine is like Leaven (Matthew 16:5-12)
This is because leaven (veast) works silently and secretly in the lump of dough, influencing the whole
untilallis leavened. Leaven has the subtle power to permeate the whole. Leaven here is a symbol of the
ovil influence of teaching. False doctrine corrupts the pure teaching or meal of God’s Word, as well as
the person who feeds upon it.

B. Doctrine is like Wind (Ephesians 4:14)
Abelieverislikened toa tree planted by the rivers of water, to bring forth fruit in his season. (Psalm 1:3)
As a tree has to be well rooted to be able to stand the stormy winds that blow, so must the Christian be
rooted and grounded in God to stand the false doctrines that are blowing like contrary winds through
the earth. Strong winds can uproot trees and false doctrines can uproot the believer who is not rooted in
the Word of the Lord.

C. Doctrine is like Rain (Deuteronomy 32:2; Isaiah 55:10-11; Hebrews 6:1-9)
Rain is used here in a good sense referring to heaven-sent teaching. Rain is symbolic of revival,
refreshing and restoration after a time of drought or famine. Isaiah speaks of the cycle of rain as
representing the cycle of the Word. As the rain cometh down from heaven, and watereth the earth,
making it bud, so is the Word which proceeds out of God's mouth. It comes down from heaven,
accomplishes that which God sent it to do and returns to Him.

THE NATURE OF DOCTRINE

As we read the New Testament, especially the Pastoral Epistles of Paul, we find frequent references to
doctrine. In I and II Timothy there are about 16 specific references to doctrine. A careful study of these
references, along with others from the Gospels, Acts and other epistles, shows us the nature of doctrine.
In the Pastoral Epistles, doctrine refers to two basic elements.

1. Itrefers to the art and act of communicating or teaching the truths of God, and Paul encourages both
Timothy and Titus to do this. (I Timothy 5:17; Titus 2:1)

2.1t also refers to the subject matter or the substance of what is taught. (I Timothy 4:6; II Timothy
3:15-16)

One cannot, in reality, separate these two. The act of teaching involves the content of teaching. Indoc-

trination is the continuous act of teaching. Doctrine is also synonymous with “the words of faith” (I

‘Timothy 4:6); “sound words” (Il Timothy 1:13), and “the faithful Word” (Titus 1:9).

“The faith once delivered to the saints” in Jude 3 speaks of the sum total of the revelation and doctrine
as set forth in the Word of God that is to be taught and practiced.

We list several points concerning the nature of true doctrine.
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A. Doctrine Must Be Sound
(I Timothy 1:10; If Timothy 4:2-4; Titus 1:9; 2:1)

In the Last Days some will depart from the faith, turn to doctrines of devils and will not endure sound
(wholesome, healthy) doctrine. They will turn to fables, stories and traditions of men. (Matthew 22:29;
Galatians 1:6-9) Sound doctrine alone preserves from error, and makes for the spititual health and
development of the believer. (I Timothy 4:6)

B. Doctrine Must Be Pure
Job said, “My doctrine is pure” Job 11:4. Heathen religions, as well as various cults under the name of
Christianity, hold, teach and practice impure doctrines. The test of the purity of teaching is the purity
of life it produces.
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C. Doctrine Must Be Scriptural
(I Timothy 3:14-17)
Allscripture is inspired of God, including both the Old and New Testaments. These are profitable for:
1. Doctrine
2. Reproof
3. Instruction
4. Correction

Titus 2:1 “Speak thou the things which become sound doctrine.” Everything must be tested by the
infallible Word of the Lord. The Scripture must be interpreted by proper principles in order to arrive at
Pproper exposition.

D. Doctrine Must Be Obeyed
The believers at Rome “obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine” which had been delivered to them.
(Romans 6:17) To really understand truth, it must be obeyed. All doctrine remains only a lifeless theory
until it is practiced. Bible doctrines, no matter how true and scriptural, have no affect on man’s life
unless obeyed. Jesus said in John 7:16-17 “If any man will DO His will, he shall know of the doctrine...”
that is, he will know intellectually and experientially, not just theoretically.

Jesus warned us to beware of the doctrine of the Pharisees, (Matthew 16:12) which is capsulized for us
in Matthew 23:1-3 “They SAY and they DO NOT.” It was a religion of words without deeds, which
constitutes hypocrisy. They preached one thing, and practiced another. The Pharisees were oftén right
in their doctrine, being legally meticulous but they did not obey it. All of their theory became a lifoloss
form. Jesus told us to do what they say, but not what they do because they say and do not. (Matthew
23:3)

Herein lies one of the chief dangers in handling doctrine; that it may become truth apart from
experience, truth that is not lived. If one preaches the doctrines of love, holiness, light, fellowship,
unity of the Body of Christ, ministry of the Holy Spirit, the Christian family, etc., then he must also obey
that doctrine lest he become a modern-day Pharisee, Christian living must accompany Christian
doctrine. Paul could say to Timothy, “But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life...” 1l
Timothy 3:10. Paul’s life-style was consistent with his doctrine.

E. Doctrine Determines Character
Itis a proven fact that doctrine determines character. What a person believes greatly affects what he is.
Believing affects being, and being affects doing. If we follow sound doctrine, it will bring about a
development of the Divine nature and the character of Christ within us. If we follow false doctrine, it
will bring about a corruption of character. Doctrines such as Ultimate Reconciliation and An-
tinomianism have a damaging affect upon a believer’s attitudes and lifestyle.
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Paul exhorted Timothy to “take heed to thyself and the doctrine” I Timothy 4:6,13,16. And again,
“Give attendance.., to doctrine” I Timothy 4:13. Paul spoke of “the doctrine which is according to
godliness” I Timothy 6:1-3, That is, God-likeness; holy character and living. Paul wrote to Titus and
exhorted him to be an example in doctrine, and “adorn the doctrine” Titus 2:7-10 with II Peter 1:3.

F. Doctrine Affects Fellowship
Doctrine does affect fellowship in that there can be no fellowship unless both parties are walking in the
light. (I John 1:1-7) In fact the measure of common light between believers will partially determine the
measure of their fellowship.

In Acts 2:42 we find that the converts of the first Pentecost continued stedfastly first in the Apostles’
doctrine and second in fellowship. The significance of this order is supported by some of the New
Testament epistles.

John, the Apostle of love, wrote to the believers telling them not to receive any who came to their house
if they did not bring the doctrine of the Father and the Son. (II John 8-10) He also said not to bid them
God-speed, lest they became partakers of their evil teaching and deeds. John taught that believers
should not have fellowship with those who propagate false doctrine. However, we must keep in mind
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what type of doctrinal issues he is telling us to break fellowship over. He is not giving us license to
disfellowship over minor areas of doctrine rather only when the most foundational truths arc at stake;
such as the person of Christ. A good policy to follow is: “In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in
all things charity.”

Though some may wrongly sacrifice fellowship for doctrine, neither should we sacrifice doctrine for
fellowship. Both must be maintained in purity.

Doctrine Determines Destiny
‘Who and what we believe in affects eternal destiny. It is a vain statement to say that it does not matter
what a person believes, as long as they are sincere. This is abundantly exemplified in false cults, inside
and outside of Christendom, who are zealous and sincere, but sincerely wrong, (Il Peter 3:14-15) It is
our relationship to Christ which affects our eternal destiny. *“What think ye of Christ, whose Son is
and, “What will you do with Jesus which is called Christ?”” Matthew 22:42; 27:22, It is on their
answer to these two questions that a person’s eternal destiny hangs. In Christ is light and life. Outside
of Christ is darkness and death.

@

H. Doctrine and Love
Though all our doctrine be exactly right, scripturally and theologically, if we do not have love we are
nothing. (I Corinthians 13:1-6) Paul never said that tongues, prophecy, faith, knowledge or spiritual
gifts were nothing, He said 1 am nothing without love.

God s Love. (1 John 4:16) This is the nature of God and all He does is founded on it. So should itbe with
the people of God. If God’s people, who often uphold their own doctrines, would constantly remember
that love is the greatest doctrine in the Bible, then all other doctrines would take their proper place in
relation to it.

VIIL THE PROGRESS OF DOCTRINE
‘The prophet Isaiah in speaking to Istacl referred to a principle which God used to progressively reveal

doctrine in Scripture. In Isaiah 28:9-13, he sets forth the question, the answer and the method of divine
instruction.

The Question: “Whom shall He teach knowledge?"
““Whom shall He make to understand doctrine?”

The Answer: ““Them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breast.”

The Method: “For the Word of the Lord was unto them... precept upon precopt; precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a litle, there a little...”
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This may be said to be God’s method of teaching doctrine. God did not give the full revelation of Himself at
once. From Adam to Moses, a period of approximately 2500 years, there was no written Word, or recorded
revelation of God in Scripture form. The promises of redemption were in the hearts and mouths of the
patriarchs, while the heavens declared the Gospel story in its signs. (Genesis 1:14-19); Psalm 19:1-6) God
inspired Moses to write the Pentateuch, Genesis through to Deuteronomy, covering the period of 2500
years from Adam to Moscs. Later, the history of Israel under Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and the Kings of
Israel imi]udah was recorded in the writings of the historical and prophetical books, from Joshua through
to Malachi.

‘The thirty-nine books of the Old Testament took approximately 1100 years to record. No one patriarch,
prophet, priest, king or saint ever received the whole doctrine of God at once; but each received “precept
upon precept, line upon line, here a little and there a little” until the whole of the Old Testament
revelation was completed. Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us “God, who at sundry times (Old Testament times), and in
divers manners (in many portions, many ways, fragmentary manners), spake in time past unto the fathers
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by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son...” God communicated His mind and
Word in Old Testament times by signs, shadows, types, ensamples, figures, allegory, dreams and visions,
angelic manifestation and prophetic voice.

In New Testament times the doctrinal revelation came through Jesus Christ, God's Son, and then through
the apostles. (John 1:1-3, 14-18; Acts 2:42; Ephesians 3:1-6) The finality of God’s revelation and doctrinal
instruction is in Christ. He is THE ORACLE (the speaking place) of God. (Hebrews 5:12; Romans 3:2;  Peter
4:11) It is no wonder then that the New Testament Canon of 27 books was completed within the first
century, in contrast to the 1100 years it took to complete the Old Testament.

Though a compilation of many books, the Bible is to be viewed as one harmonious whole with truth being
progressively revealed throughout. Each book is a part of the whole and cannot be understood apart from
itsrelation to the whole.

The way God progressively revealed truth in Scripture suggests the way in which the Bible student should
handle the doctrines of Scripture; bringing together all that the Bible has to say on the subject to formulate
the doctrine of it and arrange the elements of that doctrine into a systematic order. All doctrine must arise
out of and be founded firmly upon the only absolute authority in man's possession, the inspired and
infallible Word of God.
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Chapter 2
THE DOCTRINE OF REVELATION

The God of the Bible is one who reveals Himself to His
creation. God creating man with mental and spiritual
faculties indicates His intention that man know Him. How-
ever, since the fall of man, these mental and spiritual

faculties have been dulled and he cannot of himself dis-
cover God. Thus God, in grace and love, has taken the
initiative by giving a progressive revelation of Himself con-
summating in the Lord Jesus Christ. Man can only person-
nally know God through Christ.
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L. THE DEFINITION OF REVELATION
The Greek word “Apokalupsis” means “an uncovering, to uncover or unveil”, It best represents what is
meant by “revelation”. Most dictionaries define revelation as a disclosure or unveiling; to make known
something hidden or secret. It is used in this sense in Scripture. (Ephesians 1:17; 3:3-5; Revelation 1:1;
Galatians 3:23; I Peter 1:5; 2 Corinthians 12:1,7; Galatians 1:12) In theology revelation refers to God
unveiling Himself to man, and communicating truth to the mind of man which he could not discover in
any other way. It is imparted truth which could not be discovered by natural reasoning alone.

Matthew 11:27 “No man knoweth the Son save the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.”

Matthew 16:17 “Blessed art thou Simon Barjona for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee but
My Father which is in heaven.”

I Corinthians 2:10 “...but God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit.”

(Read also Amos 3:7; I Samuel 3:21; Daniel 2:19-30,47; Deuteronomy 29:29; I Peter 4:13; Luke 2:26)

IL THE NECESSITY OF REVELATION

Man being made in the image and likeness of God, has within himself certain faculties which enable him
to receive revelation from God. These faculties set man apart from the irrational creatures made by God.
Man is superior to animals, in that he is endowed with a will, intelligence, conscience and a spirit which

can know and worship God.

However, when man fell so did these faculties. Though he partook of the tree of knowledge of good and
evil he fell into a state of spiritual ignorance and darkness, In the Fall, man became totally depraved in
spirit, soul and body. His mind, reason and understanding became darkened. He was alienated from the
life of God and became an enemy of God in his mind by wicked works. (Ephesians 4:17-18; Colossians 1:21
with Genesis 3:1-6)

‘The fact that man is a created but fallen being indicates his need of a revelation of God. Unless God takes
the initiative and reveals Himself to man, it is impossible for man to discover or know God. Zophar said to
Job, “Canst thou by searching find out the Almighty unto perfection?” (job 11:7)

Paul declared that the world with all its wisdom could not know God, (I Corinthians 1:21) and that no man
could know the things of God without the Spirit of God revealing it to him. (I Corinthians 2:11-16)

III. PROGRESSIVE REVELATION
Divine revelation may be instantaneous or progressive. (Isaiah 28:9-13; Hebrews 1:1-2; Matthew 16:17;
Deuteronomy 29:29) When viewed as a whole it becomes evident that God’s revelation has been given to
man in a progressive manner with each successive portion building on the previous. The Bible provides
us with an overview of the progress of God’s revelation. This may be viewed in two categories, general and
special.
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A. General Revelation
General revelation includes that which God has revealed of Himself to all mankind.

1. The Revelation of God in Nature
Creation itself suggests that there is a Creator. The existence of an intelligent design in nature
precludes the existence of an intelligent designer. The design, beauty, law and order and numerical
structure stamped upon all created things point to an intelligent being, above, beyond and greater
than all created things. This being is God.

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”
Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.”
(Read Psalm 19:1-6; Genesis 1: omans 10:17,18 and John 1:1-5)

Nature is God's ook by creation, and it has a language and speech which may be heard in every
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nation. All mankind is held accountable for their knowledge of the revelation of God in nature.
“Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.
For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by
the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”
(Romans 1:19-20)

‘The revelation of God in creation indicates that there is a God who is the creator, designer, architect
and sustainer of all that exists. (Acts 14:15-17; 17:24-29; Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 40:1214) However, the
revelation of God in creation is insufficient on its own in that God cannot be personally known
through it. Creation reveals that there is a God but does not bring man into contact with Him. It
reveals God's power but does not reveal His person. Being insufficient for a personal knowledge of
God, nature was meant to point man toward further revelation of Him. It was designed to arouse in
man a desire to seek beyond it for the one who made it. He was to look at creation and then beyond it
to the creator. Unfortunately, the majority of mankind has chosen not to do so. Man has selected
created things, even the works of his own hands, and exalted them to be gods over him. Paul referred
tothose “who changed the truth of God intoa lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than
the Creator,” Romans 1:25. They corrupted the truth of a creation pointing to God as its Creator and
replaced it with a creation that is god in itself.

. The Revelation of God in Conscience
Conscience is defined as “a knowing with oneself”. It is an awareness of right and wrong, with a
compulsion to the right. When God created man in His own image and likeness, He placed within
man a conscience. This faculty was somewhat inoperative until the Fall of Man, when the violation
of the one commandment given to Adam and Eve (Genesis 2:17) sot the conscience into motion.
Their guilty conscience drove them to hide from God when He sought them.

That man possesses the faculty of conscience is a universally accepted fact. Man is a moral creature,
capable of knowing right from wrong. However, the question is, “where did he get this moral sense?”
Some suggest that conscience is socially acquired, that is, received from others by their instruction
and example. The element of truth in this belief is that man’s conscience can be socially conditioned
but the error is in stating that man’s moral sense is received only from other men. According to Paul,
the Gentiles, though never taught the law, had “the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another;”” Romans
2:14-15. This law inherent within man suggests the existence of a supreme law-giver who not only
placed this law within man but also holds him accountable to it. Conscience then is a revelation of
God, the ultimate law-giver.

The revelation of God in conscience is insufficient on its own for two reasons. First, though the
existence of conscience does indicate the existence of a divine law-giver, it does not give a personal
knowledge of Him. Second, though the conscience is meant to be an internal witness to the law of
God, that witness is fallible. Through sin, a man’s conscience may be corrupted, defiled and even
seared. (I Corinthians 8:7-10; I Timothy 4:2; Titus 1:15) Only through the blood of Christ and the
Word of God can a man’s conscience be restored to its rightful role. (II Gorinthians 4:2;  Timothy 3:9;
Hebrews 9:14; 10:22)
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3. The Revelation of God in History
There is a revelation of God seen in the history of the nations of the world. The mysterious rise and

fall of nations indicates that somewhere behind the scenes is a sovereign hand, guiding, governing,
controlling, raising up and casting down the rulers of these nations.

Deuteronomy 32:8 “When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated
the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of

Israel.”
Psalm 75:7 “But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.”
Daniel 4:32 *...The Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He will.”
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Acts 17:26 “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,
and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;”

Romans 13:1 “...For there is no power but of God: The powers that be are ordained of God.”

God has always been involved in human history. Following are some illustrations of God's involve-
ment in the nations existing in Bible days.
a.God's dealings are seen in the history of the nation of Egypt. (Exodus 9-12; Romans 9:17;
Jeremiah 46:14-26; Ezekiel 29-30)

b. God caused the Assyrian Empire to fall. (Isaiah 10:12-19; Ezekiel 31; Nahum 3:1-7)

¢. God judged the Babylonian kingdom according to His prophetic word. The drying up of the
river Euphrates and the leaving open of the two leaved gates by which the Medo-Persian
soldiers entered the city on the night of her fall, attest to the sovereignty of God. (Daniel 1-5;
Jeremiah 50-51; Isaiah 47-48; 45:1-5)

d. The Medo-Persian Empire came under the judgement of God in due time. (Isaiah 44:24-45:1-7;
Daniel 2; Daniel 7)

e. The Grecian Empire collapsed in God's ordered time. (Daniel 8:1-25; 11:1.

35)

£. God foretold through Daniel the rise of the Roman Empire. It also fell at the appointed time.
(Daniel 7:7,23; 9:24-27)

8. The history of Israel is one of the most remarkable revelations of God in history. Taken as a
nation from the midst of the nations (Deuteronomy 4:34-40) it was brought into covenantal
relationship with the Lord at Mt. Sinai. The revelation of God in the Tabernacle of Moses, the
Aaronic and Levitical priesthood, the sacrificial system, the feasts, and above all, the moral and
civil laws given to them are all evidence that the unseen God was involved in the history of this
nation. (Exodus 19-40; Leviticus 1-9) The preservation of the nation of Israel isalso a remarkable
testimony to the fact that this unseen hand guides the destinies of the peoples of earth. (Esther
1-10) Israel remains today as an indicator of the presence of that sovereign hand.

Though history shows us that there is a sovereign God at work, it does not reveal His person to us.
As the others, the revelation of God in human history is insufficient for a personal knowledge of
Him. Further revelation is needed.
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B. Special Revelation
General revelation is that which is available to all nations of the earth. All mankind has the general
revelation of God in nature, conscience and history. Special revelation refers to those acts of God
whereby He reveals Himself and His will to specific persons.

1. The Revelation of God in Miracles
A miracle is a supernatural intervention into the laws of nature. There are genuine miracles wrought
by God and there are counterfeit miracles wrought by the power of Satan, Throughout human history
God has revealed His power and presence in true miracles.
a. The plagues in Egypt were miracles. (Exodus 4-12)
b. The miracles of the magicians were Satanic counterfeits. (Exodus 7:12,22)

. The opening of the Red Sea and Jordan were miracles. (Exodus 14-15; Joshua 4-5)

d. The manna from heaven and water from the rock were miracles. (Exodus 16-17; I Corinthians
10:1-6)
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e. The Gospels and the Acts record numerous miracles; spiritually, physically, and materially in
the ministry of Christ and His apostles. (Matthew 8; Acts 3-4, etc.)

f. The Antichrist will perform miracles to deceive the peoples of earth. (Matthew 24:24; Il
Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 13:13; Acts 8:9-11)

The Bible is a book of recorded miracles from Genesis to Revelation and its greatest miracle is the
resurrection of Christ. Just as counterfeit miracles reveal the presence and power of Satan, s0
genuine miracles attest o the presence and pawer of God. The purpose of counterfeit miracles is to
deceive and turn men from God. The purpose of true miracles is to bless and turn men to God.
Miracles, both ancient and modern are specific revelations of God’s power and motivation in deal-
ing with mankind.

2. The Revelation of God in Prophecy
There are two types of prophecy; preaching and and prediction, Though both are inspired and reveal
the Word of God, the prediction of future events is the easiest to illustrate.

a. The falls of nations were foretold by the prophets and came to pass years after their ulterance
with amazing accuracy.
(1) The fall of Assyria was prophesied in Ezekiel 31.
(2) The fall of Babylon was foretold in Jeremiah 50-51 and Isaiah 47-48.
(8) The fall of Egypt as a nation was predicted in Ezekiel 3
(4) The fall of the Grecian Empire was prophesied in Daniel 8

b. The coming of Christ was foretold by the prophets.  There were about three hundred
prophecies to be fulfilled within the short life time of Christ and most of these had to find
fulfillment in the last few hours of His life. These prophecies had been foretold over a thousand
years by different writers. They seemed to be impossible to fulfill. Yet God in Christ fulfilled
them in great detail.

(1) Christ was to be the seed of the woman. (Genesis 3:15; Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:20-23)

(2) Christ was to be the seed of Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3; Matthew 1:1)

(3) Christ was to be of Tribe of Judah. (Genesis 49:10; Hebrews 7:14)

(4) Christ was to be born at Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:6)

(5) Christ was to be anointed by the Spirit. (Isaiah 61:1-2; Luke 4:18-20)

(6) Christ was to minister life and healing, (Isaiah 35; Matthew 8)

(7) Christ was to ride into Jerusalem upon an ass. (Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:4-5)

(8) Christ wasto be sold for thirty pieces of silver. (Zechariah 11:12-13; Matthew 26:15)

(9) Christ was to suffer the crucifixion. (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53; Matthew 27)

(10) Christ was to rise from the dead, ascend to heaven and sit at the Father's right hand in

King-Priestly ministry. (Psalm 16; Psalm 110; Matthew 22:43-45)

Just as miracles are a revelation of God's power so the fulfillment of prophecy is a revelation of
God's infinite knowledge.
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3. The Revelation of God in Christ
‘The general revelations of God in nature, conscience and history are insufficient in that they do not
reveal God’s person. The special revelations of God in miracles and prophecy are also insufficient
in that they only reveal certain of His attributes but not His entire personhood. With all this, there
still existed the need for a more personal revelation of God. This need God has met in Christ. Christ
is the sum total of the revelation of God including His will, His nature, His person and character. To
look at Christ is to look at God, for Christ is the expressed revelation of God in human form.

John 1:1,14 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God; and the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us...”

John 1:18 “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which s in the bosom of the
Father, he hath declared him.”

Colossians 1:15 “Who is the image of the invisible God.”
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Hebrews 1:1-3 “God... hath in these last days spoken unto us by His Son... the express image of His
person.”

(Read also Matthew 11:17; John 14:9; Colossians 2:9; Il Corinthians 4:3-6; Romans 16:25-26; Amos
3:7; and II Timothy 3:15-16)

Christ is the ultimate revelation of God because He is God.

. The Revelation of God in Scripture

The rovelation of God in Christ is the revelation of the Living Word — the Word made flesh. The
revelation of God in Scripture is that of the written Word — the Word inspired and recorded. Because
of the various means of revelation, especially in the realm of miracles, spoken prophecy, and Jesus
Christ Himself, there was need of a written revelation as a universal expression, which would be
available for all mankind. There was need of some rovelation that could be given to ll the nations,
which would correspond exactly with the Christ of God. This revelation is contained in the Biblo.
The Sariptures were inspired by the Holy Spirit and thus in them we have an infallible revelation of
the nature, being and will of God.

. The Revelation of God in Personal Experience

The fact that God has given a revelation of Himself indicates that He intended man to receive it.
Man, being made in the image and likeness of God, has been given mental and spiritual capacity to
receive revelation from His Creator. However, the intellectual and spiritual parts of man’s being
have to come under the illuminating influence of the Holy Spirit in order to be able to receive the
revelation of God. (I Corinthians 2:12) The Lord Jesus opened the understanding of the disciples
and also breathed His Spirit into their spirits, thus quickening their mental and spiritual capacity
for knowing God. (Luke 24:44-45; John 20:22)

‘The purpose of all the revelation of God is that man may come to know God in a personal way. It is
not enough for men to say they know God in nature, consciénce, history, miracles o prophecy. Man
must come to know God in an experiential way. From the fall of man unto this day, there have been
millions of people who have known God in a personal way. The following are some examples
from Scripture.

a.In the Old Testament
(1) Enoch walked with God (Genesis
(2) Noah walked with God (Genesis 6
(3) God revealed Himself to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3)
(4) Isaac knew God (Genesis 26:24)
(5) Jacob had personal dealings with God (Genesis 28:13; 35:1)
(6) The beloved son Joseph had revelation of God (Genesis 37:5-11)
(7) God revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus 3:1-5)

(8) Joshua met the Lord as the Captain of the Host (Joshua 1:1; 5:13-15)
(9) Gideon had a visitation from God (Judges 6:25)
(10) The Lord revealed Himself to Samuel in vision (I Samuel 3:2-4)

(11) David had a personal experience with the Lord (I Samuel 23:9-12)
(12) Elijah knew God in a still small voice (I Kings 17:2-4)
(13) Isaiah had a revelation of the holiness of God (Isaiah 6:8)
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b. In the New Testament
(1) The 12 apostles received a personal experience of God in Christ (Matthew 10:10)

(2) Jesus is the revelation of God to man personally (Matthew 11:27; 16:17-18)
(3) Paul had a personal revelation of Jesus Christ (Acts 9:4-6; 18:9)
(4) The beloved apostle John knew Jesus experientially (John 13:23-25; I John 4:7-11; Revela-
tion 1:1-12)
Much of the revelation in the Old and New Testaments was drawn from the personal experience of
the saints. It arose out of the revelation of God to them, in them and then through them. The trans-
forming power of the Gospel today in the lives of sinners is abundant testimony to the revelation of

God in personal experience.
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Chapter 3
THE DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES

The Holy Scriptures are a revelation of God, coming from
God, and flowing through and to man. They are the only
inspired and infallible divine revelation ever given to man
and are the supreme authority in all matters of faith and
morals. The Scriptures were plenary-verbally inspired. The
Holy Spirit breathed upon the human vessels the very

thoughts and words He wanted written. This word flowed
through the human channels involving their emotions,
personalities and frames of reference, without violating
such. Yet the Holy Spirit guarded and preserved each
thought, phrase and word from any error, omission or
inaccuracy.
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CHAPTER OUTLINE

L The Names and Titles of the Inspired Book
11, The Symbols of the Inspired Book
IIL The Definition of Inspiration
IV. The Mode of Inspiration
V. The Proofs of Inspiration
VL. The Results of Inspiration
VIL The Apocrypha
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“Kevin Conner's effort in ‘The Foundation of Christian Doctrine’ is a landmark work,
benefitting usual with a solid view of the theology of rental as it unites with the historic
truths of God's Word always embraced by the living church.”

Jack Hayford, D.Litt.
Former Senior Minister, The Church on the Way
Van Nuys, California, USA.

“All over the world | meet ministers who have been impacted and influenced by the
books and teaching of Kevin Conner. No one person has changed my world view and
had such a profound impact on my life as Kevin. | have given his books to hundreds of
ministers around the world. Kevin's grasp of Scripture is astonishing in sound doctrine,
rather than chasing all the wild speculations that abound today. Scripture comes alive
with Kevin's “line upon line’ teaching styles that lfs the reader to a higher level. Get
ready for a high impact, fe-changing study that will never leave you the same.”

Rick Godwin
Senior Minister Eagle’s Net Chistian Fellowship
San Antonio, Texas, USA.

What Other’s Say

“We need to move even further away from a purely emotional or experimental base for
our Christian lives when discipleship and growth are coming so much on the agenda.
‘This book will prove an invaluable tool for the job ...*

“This book lends itself wellto study, research and personal reading due to its succinct
and readable style ..."

“The layout makes it easy to study and read ... The book is a must for those who want

and need to be more theologically aware ...”





image4.png
About the Book

In a decade of church growth and dynamic demonstration of the Holy Spirit's
work, God’s people still prize the security of a strong Bible foundation. “The
Foundations of Christian Doctrine” provides one of the most relevant and clear
presentations of the great doctrines of the faith in years. The text was written to
provide an intermediate approach between the more in-depth doctrinal studies
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