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Writing Assignment #1: Food Review/Blog Post

Requirements

2-3 pages/500-750 words

1 original picture with a caption (that you take yourself)
Points: 90: (40 rough draft and workshopping, 50 final draft)

Rough Draft: Due Weds, March 3 by 11:59 pm in your Discussion Tab AND in the Assignment Dropbox
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You are going to write a food review or food blog post meant for a popular audience. To do this assignment correctly you must
engage in some brand new food-based activity such as:

* Going to/ordering from a new restaurant

* Going to/ordering from a familiar restaurant but trying something you’ve never eaten before
¢ Attempting to cook a dish that you have never attempted before

¢ Following a new recipe for a dish you have made before and comparing

* Other food-related activities—feel free to email me with ideas if you aren’t sure

You are then going to take a stand on the experience (thesis) and give your rational reasoning for how and why you arrived at this
conclusion (reasons). Good experience? Bad experience? What might have made it better? Great experience and everyone should
get out there and try it? Etc.

And, especially when writing any opinion pieces, don’t forget to think about your audience: Who are you writing to? What kind of
writing style are you going to need to use to appeal to (and ultimately convince) your audience? How might you have to frame your
piece to be received by this particular audience?

For this assignment consider the audience to be a popular/local audience who is interested in cooking/eating out. How can you
ultimately convince them to come around to your conclusions on the experience? Address at least one possible counterargument
or “objection” your audience might raise.
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Assignment Objectives

¢ To get comfortable asserting your opinion

¢ To construct a clear, organized, thesis-driven argument

¢ To consider how to reach a popular audience as part of an argument
¢ To get out in the world and do “field research”

Guidelines

* Make sure you are doing/experiencing something new—you want to be open to being surprised by the experience. DO NOT
recount an old experience from memory
¢ Take a clear stand on the experience so that your “opinion” is the guiding thesis

This was a great experience that everyone should have.
This was a disappointing experience that you should not waste your money on. Etc.

¢ Make sure you have at least three solid reasons to back up your final opinion.

¢ Address at least one possible counterargument or “objection” that your audience might raise.

¢ Make sure you are addressing a popular audience—identify them clearly in your mind and tailor your argument to them.
¢ Make sure to include one original picture (that you take yourself) with a caption.








