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CHAPTER SIX

THE FACTS OF RECONSTRUCTION

N THE NIGHT oF October 29, 1869, some thirty disguised men

appeared at the home of Abram Colby, an African American who

tepresented Greene County in the Georgialegislature. “They broke
my door open,” Colby later told a congressional committee investigating
the Ku Klux Klar, “took me out of bed, took me to the woods and whipped
me three hours or more and left me for dead.” Born aslave in Georgia, the
son of his owner, Coiby had been freed in 1851 and subsequently earned his
living as a barber, laborer, and minister, During Reconstruction, he became
one of the many thousands who “shouldered the responsibilities” of free-
dom, in the words of his Alabama contemporary James K. Green. He also
represented the threat that freedom posed to the power structure of the Old
South. .

The assault on Colby took place just as biracial governments were
assuming power in every state of the old Confederacy. Overall _these
Reconsiruction governments prese i i f achievement and
failute. Yer their very existence represented a radical teansformanon in
southern life. Radical Reconsesmetion was 2 stunning experiment in the
nineteenth-century world, the only attempt by a national government in
league with emancipated slaves to fashion an interracial democracy from a
slave society. In some ways the era’s most remarkable development was how
Reconstruction affectad day-ro-day life in local communities. In matters
both prosaic and significant, the presence of sympathetic Republican off-
cials made a real difference in the lives of former slaves. By 1870, hundreds
of black men were serving as police and justices of the peace and on juries
throughout the South, ensuring that whites were prosecuted for crimes
against blacks and that black defendants received a modictim of fairness in
court, The appearance of black sheriffs, school hoard officials, and tax asses-
sots in plantation regions— sometimes former slaves evaluating the prop-
erty of their former owners—symbolized the political revolution wronght
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by Reconstruction. The assault on Abram Caolby, one of countless such inci-
dents during Reconstruction, typified the dangers faced by politically active
African Americans. The reaction against Reconstruciion.was-s0.£xreme—
because the extent of political and social change was so unprecedented
{f,ﬂmqﬁwmr%mo& of local leaders elected to political office once the
South’s African Americans won the right to vote. Even before the coming
of black suffrage, in 1867, Colby had emerged as an outspoken advocate of
his fellow freedpeople. In 1866, he organized one of the largest branches of
the Georgia Equal Rights Association. On a number of occasions that year,
he complained to the Freedmen’s Bureau about the myriad injustices suf-
fered by the former slaves. In one petition he asked that blacks in Greene
County be empowered to settle disputes among themselves, since they did
not enjoy “the most distant shadow of right or equal justice” in the courts
of Presidential Reconstruction. Local whites offered him five thousand
dollars to abandon his activism. “I told them,” Colby related, “I would not
do it if they give me all the county was worth.” In 1868, Colby was elected
to the Georgia legislature. .
What brought down the wrath of the Klan, according to the local agent
of the American Missionary Association, was that Colby had gone to
Atlanta to urge the new state government to provide protection against
violence for the area’s African Americans, “and [they] had besides as they
said, many old scores against him as a leader of the people.” Among his
assailants, Colby recognized some of the “first-class men in.our town. One
is a lawyer, one a doctor, and some are farmers.” They asked him, he
related, “ ‘Do you think you will ever vote another damned radical ticket?”
1 said, ‘T will not tell a lie. . . . If there was an election tomorrow, I would
vote the radical ticket.” They set in and whipped me a thousand licks
more.” Colby’s wife and young daughter wimessed the enrire affair. The
gitl, Colby told the congressional committee, was almost literally fright-
ened to death: “She never got over it until she died. That was the part that

»

grieves me the most.

Well into the twentieth century, historians hostile to Reconstruction cas-
tigated the era as a time of “Negro rule.”
erners’ sense of living through a terrifying social and political revolution
(one that perhaps evoked fear of another Haiti, where in the r7gos slaves had
overthrown the slave system and massacred thousands of whites), but did

not accurately describe the makeup of Reconstruction government. In most

of the South, the reins of power remained largely in white hands. Half the .

black-officials who served during Reconstruction lived in three states—

South Carglina, Louisiana, and Misstssippi, where African Americans com-
o

prised a majority of the population, In the case of South Carolina and

The phrase captured white south- -
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Louisiana, large communities
of blacks who had been free
before the Civil War stood
ready to assume a role in
Reconstruction government,
Even there, however, African
Americans initially accepted
asmaller share of offices than
their proportion of the par-
ty’selectorate seemed to enti-
tle them to.

At _the top echelons_
of Reconstruction politics,
power remained in  white
rmmm.w In Alabama, Qmonmm.u
North Carolina, Texas, and
Virginia, no African Amer-
ican held a major office dur-
ing Reconstruction. Even in
Louisizna, Mississippi, and
South Carolina, every Re-

construction governor was
ﬁ..\—dﬁn (with &um._uﬂmm Cxcep- A captured member of the Ku Klux Klan
tHonof P.B. S. @Hdnwvmo..wu the poses for a Holly Springs, Mississippi,
lientenant governor of Lou- photographer after turning state’s evidence
isiana, who became governor in the 1871 prosecution of Kian members.
for one month when his pre-
decessor was impeached), and only one, Jonathan J. Wright of South Car-
olina, won a seat on a state supreme court. Moreover, with white Repub-
licans much better connected with national party leaders than African
Americans, whites controlled lucrative federal patronage appointments, the
oil of the nineteenth century’s party machinery. v
. Nonetheless, the appearance of African Americans in positions of polit-
ical power a few years after the end of slavery represented a truly radical
transformation in southern and American history. Not only was the old
ruling class stripped of political power, but most Reconstruction office-
holders, whether white or black, now depended for their positions on the
votes of former slaves. Many contemporary observers truly believed that
they were living through a revolution.

Unprecedented challenges confronted these new Reconstruction gov-
ernments. In addition to the mammoth problems of a society devastated by
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cmancipation while consolidatinig a politica party that
Tihie region a year or two earlier. They faced oppo-
nents who monopolized the South’s réfiAInE Wea th and m.orﬂn& experi-
ence, denied the very legitimacy of the new regimes and Hrﬂm. Em&m J.,Snmnmw
and proved quite willing to resott to viclence to reassert their positions ¢

mo.&w.ﬁ Given the daunting problems faced by the Reconstruction govern-
ments, their accomplishments iﬂ,m.mumm.mﬁm Hmamﬁw&u_m. . » .

Although the course of Reconstruction vatied considerably from s

to state, three interrelated issues dominated southern politics in these years:

mmcnmmosfw,mmn&h&mnpﬁﬂ&mmimnouoamw policy. Schooling nm.mwn.ﬁmm the
.Nwmm.w.m.m‘mﬂ& exparision of governmental activism mnm.nmmwonm&_raw ﬁ_z.?
ing Reconstruction. The creationof tax-supported m.Eu.ro mﬁmpoou systems in
every siate of the South stood as one of Wmnobwn.dn.ﬁom $ most Q&ﬂnw_m
accomplishments. Despite the immense cost of vE.EEm anew system vir-
tually from scraech and serving a newly doubled citizenty, a public mwwmm:_
of education gradually took shape, benefiting _uo.%. white nr_EH..mw. an¢ %ﬂ.
mer slaves. By 1875, in states such as South Carolina and gumm_mm%mr al
the children of both races were attending public schools. >m.._nmu ,Pwum.ﬁ..
cans’ thirst for education, so evident at the dawn of freedom, m.& not dimin-
ish during Reconstruction. Young and old flocked to the Hﬁé m.nroomm. A
northern reporter in Vickshurg in 1873 observed ?mn female negro-
servants make it a condition before accepting a situation, that they should
ermission to attend the night-schools.” .
rgwwqu all the schools established in Wmnoswq_pnmob.ﬂ.ﬁm H\@E&wvmﬂwwn
rate. The new state constitutions and laws did not require segregation—as
mﬂumw would after the end of Reconstruction—but white parents, %4“..
whelmingly refused to send their children to be educated mﬁowmmiw b ”n 5
Black parents seem to be concerned more with access to the education long
denied their families, an equitable division of mn?wa funds, mﬂ&. .Hrm
employment, where possible, of black teachers %m.: d.ﬁﬁr the composition
of the student body. One remarkable experiment in Sﬁmmﬁﬁmm education
did take place in New Orleans, where the Wmm&mm.o.w _.mmmmumrﬁ made mwm.
racial integration of all public institutions a major priority. I.onmu thousands
of black and white children-attended mixed schools by the mid-1870s. Gen-

\\ war and bankrupt state treasuries the governments had to deal with the
( 3

consequences O
e

erally, however, whether blacks or whites controlled local boards of mmznm.,. .
tion. the schools established during Reconstruction were segregated by

cace. This was also true for higher education. With the exception of the
University of South Carolina, which in 1873 admitted Henry E. Hayne to

its mnedical school (whereupon a majority of the white students withdrew,
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along with much of the faculty), existing colleges remained all whire,
These were supplemented by institutions for blacks such as Alcorn, South-
ern, and Fisk universities, founded by churches, nérthern aid societies, or
the new state governments. Other state {nstitutions also mmmm_ammmm people
by race. Even the South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind had sepa-
rate classes for whites and blacks. Thus, as one historian puts it, “color was
distingnished where no color was seen.” LT e
Butif black parents and leaders seem to have accepted racial segregation

in- schooling, they simuitaneously demanded equal treatment in other
realms of public life, especially transportation and public accommodation.

Black officials and businessmen deeply resented their widespread exclusion
from restaurants, hotels, theaters, and first-class railroad cars. As John M,

Brown, & Mississippi sheriff, complained, “Fducation amounts to nothing,

good behavior counts for nothing, even money cannot buy for a colored
man or woman decent treatment and the comforts that white people claim

and can obtain.” Even ordinary freedpeople who could not afford ro patron-

ize a fine restaueant or hotel viewed the demeaning treatment meted out to
their elected representatives as an insult to the entire black community.

Several of the new state governmenis entlawed racial discrimination by
such businesses. These civil rights measures broke entirely new legal
ground. They had no precedent in pre~Civil War American law and
roused deep resentment among white Democrats. Many native-born white
Republicans also insisted that “social equality” should remain a private
matter, beyond the legitimate reach of government. Between 1868 and
1870, moderate Republican governors James L. Alcorn of Mississippi,
Harrison Reed of Florida, and Henry C. Warmoth of Louisiana veroed
bills barring raifroad companies and other businesses from discriminating
against black patrons. On the other hand, South Carolina in 1869 enacted a
sweeping series. of laws imposing fines and prison terms on -those who
operdted public accommodations that treated citizens unequally. As black
influence in the Republican Party grew in the early 1870s, a majority of the
southern states passed measures guaranteeing all citizens “full and equal
rights” in access to transportation and places of public entertainment and
business. Such laws proved difficulr to enforce, bur thiey reflected African
Americans’ vision of a color-blind society in which all citizens would enjoy
the same treatment before the law and in all realrs of prblic life.

The third preoccupation of Reconstruction politics, economic policy,
revealed how much g@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁ also
highlighted  the enduring tensions withi riy. For the fisst time in
southern history, legislatures sought-to bolster the economiic power of
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laborers rather than of plant-
ers, Lawmakers swept away
the remnants of the Black
Codes, with their coercive
apprenticeship systems and
limits on the former slaves’
economic options. They en-
acted measures that gave agri-
cuttural workers, rather than
other creditors, first claim on
an employer's assets when
payment was due. They pro-
hibited the discharge of la-
horers for political reasons
and required that, in the event
Trafficking in racist caricature, this 1874 of eviction, sharecroppers be

cartoon also capuures the unprecedented

e i compensated for work they
nature Q.“ﬂ. nﬂ\nnh&mhﬁhﬂnﬂnﬂhﬂg\ NQ%-N.WMQNHQNP r & H ﬁ— &v « H\H
“Bur I don’t want to sleep with a Negro,” ad already done. "Now there

excclaims a guest when confronted by the is a law that allows a man to
proprizter of a crowded horel. “Well, it's get what he works for,” com-
the only double bed in the house,” is the mented Florida black legisla-
respanse, “and if I don’t give kim helf of 1t tor Robert Meacham—quite

{shall have o pay him five bundred dollars " pooe from the days of

damages. You may either sleep widh him or . )
» slavery or even Presidential

Reconstruction. “Under the
laws of most of the Southern

mﬁmﬂmmu:mmosﬁrOmno:mmwwmﬁmuooBEm.EmmEHwﬁ, amBEmmmoﬁmnmowwm
afforded to tenants and very little to landlords.”

When it came to the former slaves’ continuing quest for land, however,
Reconstruction governmenis took few concrete actions. South Carolina
did estabtish a state land commission, which purchased farms for resale to
black families on generous terms. By 1876, perhaps one-seventh of the
state’s African Americans, along with a handful of poor whites, had been
settled on land of their own. But Republicans in Washington, along with
many party leaders in the South, still adhered fo the idea that advancement
must come through individual initiative rather than governmental fiat. Asa
result, the hopes of the mass of the South’s freedpeople for land of their
own remained unfuifilled. Instead, by the early 18vos, the system of share-
cropping had come mdominate apgriculture in the cotton South—a system
in which individual black families rented portions of a plantation and spiit

i

go into the street.
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the crop with the land-
owner at the end of the
year. Sharecropping of-
fered blacks considerable
day-to-day autonomy in
their working and social
lives. No longer did they
labor under the direction
of an employer or over-
seet, and no longer could
awhite person determine
whetherwomen and chil-
dren worked in the fields.
Yet given the falling
price of cotton and the
high cost of credit from
local merchants, share-
cropping  offered few
farmers a route to land-
ownership.

Rather than pursu-
ing direct action to uplift

the poor, Reconstruction While many white artists dabbled in romaniic

governmenss  invested visions of the rural South, Thomas Anshuty’s
' 1879 The Way They Live caprured
- . wptured the hard-
their hopes for nwma.mm m ship of subsistence farming in the post-
a program of regional Reconsiruerion South,

economic development,

with railroad construction as its centerpiece. There was nothing unusual in
moémnwﬁdmbmm_ promotion of economic activity in nineteenth-cenmur
America. Before the Civil War, state and local anthorities throughout %M
country had helped to finance all sors of economic enterprises, But the

Mnom‘m N.:E M:muaos of Reconstruction aid differed Bm%m&%@:.@mﬂnm-
e T : ;
mwﬁw in_the South, Wmmoum the war, southern railtoads had served as
a E.bna to the Em:ﬂmaob system. Their primary purpose was to facilitate
mﬂnﬂm cotton to market. During Reconstruction, however, Republicans
oped to create a far larpge i i
P ger and more integrated railroad nerwork, 10 spur

the emergence of a diversified economy of booming factorjes,-bustling

H%_%nm.v and a diversified agriculture freed from the plantation’s dominance.
This, in turn, would offer black and white scutherners far more oppottuni-
ties for economic advancement. “A free and living republic,” said one Ten-
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nessee Republican, would “spring up in the track of the railroad as
inevitably, as surely as grass and flowers follow in the spring.”

The new state governments offered generous financial aid to railroad
companies that pledged to begin construction in the South. They also used
tax incentives and direct assistance to lure northern investment in factories
and other enterprises. Many Democrats, who sat on the boards of regional
railroad comparies, supported these measures. Black lawmakers, like
white, pressed for aid to projects that promised to benefit their constituents.
In the end, however, the railroad program failed to fulfilt its promise.
Berween 1868 and 1872, more than three thousand miles of track were laid
in the Sonth, but this progress was largely confined to Georgia, Alabama,
Arkansas, and Texas, The other states had little to show for their generos-
jty to railroad companies except rising debts. Overall, expenditures on eco-
nomic development produced rising state budgets and tax rates and
declining state credit, but few significant benefits.

The entire railroad program, moreover, was marred by.corruption. The
rapid growth of state budgets, becanse of the new school systems and eco-
nomic development programs, and the benefits to be gained from state aid
led to a scramble for
influence that produced
ribery, insider dealing,

and a pgernch-guick
atmosphere. Given the
prevailing “social dis-
cord,” commented one

New Yorker, the South
~

was_ “the last LOn

_on_earth in which,...a
Northers TOpean

capitalise [would] invest
a.dollar,” With politi-
cal instahility deterring
many northern inves-

tors {who preferred to
put their capital in the
more tranquil West),
the South artracted mar-
ginal and often shady

Inspired by Mary Shelley’s novel about @ man-
made monster, this cartoon depices the raifroad as "
willing to pay off stare

“The American Frankenstein” trampling the
officials for a share of

rights of the American people.

entrepreneurs who were
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governmental largesse but were prone to pocketing state aid rather than
actually using it for railroad construction.

Reconstruction’s opponents, and generations of subsequent historians,
seized on the corruption issue to castigate blacks as “unfit” for the right to
vote. Bribery and favoritism, however, were hardly confined to the Recon-
struction South. This was the era, after all, of the Tweed Rirte, which pil-
laged New York City’s municipal coffers, and the Whiskex-Réngs, Crédit
Mobilier scandal, and other frauds that brought down members of Pr&s-
ident Grant’s cabinet and leading members of Congress. Moreover, if
some Republicans, black and white, participated in corruption, by the early
1870s others were leading drives that cleaned up public life and effectively
put an end to the program of railroad aid that had spawned the illicit
gains. But corruption handed Reconstruction’s opponents a way of dis-

crediting the newstthern governments, and it also oney

that could more uselully Rave B5&R spent on schools and gther region
needi™ e

Given the unprecedented challenges and intense opposition Republican
leaders faced, palitical unity should have been their first priority. Yet Fac-
tionalism weakened the party in many states. In some cases, walkouts and
fistfights marred Republican conventions, In Louisiana, the Republican
legislature impeached the Republican governor; in Alabama, Governor
Williarm H. Smith and Senator George Spencer, both Republicans, headed
rival factions that competed for federal patronage. Moderate Republican
‘governors such as Robert K. Scott of South Carolina and James Alecorn of
Mississippi sought to expand the party’s base of support by appointing
white Democrats to office, to the dismay of loyal Republicans. Scalawags
complained that carpethaggers were monopolizing important positions and
connections to party leaders in Washington. The precarious economic
position of most Republican leaders intensified the struggle for office. Car-
petbagger, scalawag, and black alike, they depended on office for their
livelihoeds.

The party infighting increasingly alarmed black leaders. Although in
cities such as New Orleans and Mobile considerable friction emerged
between prewar free blacks and former slaves, black politicians generally
seemed to place a greater premium on party unity than did their white
counterparts. Nonetheless; as time went on, they became more assertive in
party affairs, even if it meant offending white Republicans. At the outset of
Republican rule, white leaders urged blacks to moderate their claims to
office, 50 as not to alienate white voters. At first, black leaders heeded such
pleas. In Georgia, they “went from door to door in the ‘negro belt,’ ” seek-
ing whites who would stand as Repubtican candidates. Increasingly, how-




168 FOREVER FREE

ever, they became unwilling to accept the role of junior partners in the
Republican coalition.

By the early 1870s, black leaders demanded a larger share of political
power, especially in states where former slaves comprised a majority of the
electorate. Of the sixteen blacks who sat in Congress during Reconstruc-
tion, most were elected during the 1870s. In South Carolina, black leaders
in 1870 demanded and received half the eight executive offices. The num-
ber of black lawmakers increased steadily, until by the mid-1870s they
made up a majoricy of the South Carolina legislature. In Mississippi, black
leaders opposed to Governor Alcorn’s conciliatory policy toward former
Whigs like himself and to his refusal to approve civil rights legislation
organized former Union general Adelbert Ames’s successful run for gover-
nor in 1873. At the local level, too, blacks became dissarisfied with being
used as “stepping stones to cffice” by whites. The growing black presence

.lw. B

in office reflected the maturing of grassroots polifics nblack cotmmunities

monlmw.,.mu%mlmozﬁr»lwﬁ,,Fum.uoqmamammmmgmxmﬂ of white Republicans-{Aleoril
included) ﬂmamﬁww”m.mnwmyow the Demottit.

During Reconstiuction, enclaves of black political power existed
throughout the South. Tn Edgefield County, South Carolina, blacks held
the offices of sheriff, magistrate, school commissioner; and officer of the
state militia. In the plantation belt along the Mississippi River, blacks by the
early 1870s had taken control of county boards of supervisors. They raised
taxes on plantation lands, established -schools and charitable institutions,
and embarked on road building and other construction projects to improve
Black communities. Many local hlack leaders were remarkably young. Most
of Edgefield County’s black officials had not reached the age of rwenty-five
when they assumed office. Indeed, by the earty 18708, a new generation of
political leaders began to replace the organizers of 1865-67. In t. Landry
Parish, Louisiana, for example, freedmen in 1871 for the first time ournum-
bered the freeborn on the Republican executive committee.

In some areas, Reconstruction altered the balance of power between
laborers and employers at the local level. Planters throughout the South
complained that Republican officials did nothing to discourage vagrancy
and theft and that they interfered in plantation disputes on behalf of former
slaves. Unlike in the days of slavery and Presidential Reconstruction,
planters could not mrn to the state to impose discipline on their labor farce.

“In Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana, the parish court in 1869 ordered a sugar
planter to sell his crop in order to setile hack wages owed to his laborers,
evenif his other debts remained unpaid. Local authorities employed blacks,
whites, and Chinese laborers to work repairing the Mississippi River lev-
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ees. In a repudiation of previous practice, all received the same wages. As
the chief engineer reported, whites “were a little disgusted at not being
allowed double (colored) wages, and the Chinamen were astonished at
being allowed as much and the American citizens of African descent were
delighted at being ‘par.’ *

One of the most compelling stories of the Reconstruction era ook
place in Mclntosh County, Georgia. There, in the heart of the antebellum
rice kingdom, the home of some of the state’s wealthiest aristocrats, trial
justice Tunis G. Campbell established a center of black political power that
left local planterg complaining of being rendered “powerless” to enforce
discipline among their workers. Camphell had a _om«mw.z.mwﬂ%vomﬁma. A
native of New Jersey, he had been educared in New York and worked at
various times as a batber, minister, and hotel steward. He participated
before the Civil War in campaigns for black suffrage, abolitionism, and
temperance, and had helped to establish African American schools and
churches.

Campbell came to Beaufort, on the South Carolina Sea Islands, in 1863,
“to instruct and elevate the colored race,” bringing with him three thou-
sand dollars of his own money. Two years later, while employed by the
Freedmen’s Bureau, he organized black settlements on St. Catherine’s and
Sapelo islands in Georgia, complete with their own governments, militia
units, and schools, and divided land among the former slaves. When the
bureav dissolved his Repubfic of St. Catherine’s, Campbell moved to the
maintand, where he rented a plantation from a Unionist white landowner
and leased small plots to black families. Campbell won election both as a
member of the state senate from McIntosh County and as a local justice of
the peace. He appointed black constables to assist him, insisted that juries
include an equal number of black and white members, and ordered the
arrest of employers accused of abusing or cheating their lahorers. .

So signi heant.yas this kind of fransformation of political power at the

local level that constiments-invested-Republican officeholders with even

ety s AT Saatamhrivinbrtart R LD ol ;

ﬁmggwm‘rmm 7 really possessed. John R. Lynch—a slave in

Louisiana freed by the Union army 101864, educated ina N atchez, Missis-

sippi, schoal established by northern aid societies, and appointed justice of
the peace by military governor Ames in 1869—wrote about his experiences
in The Facts of Reconstrucrion (1913, one of the first works fo challenge the
then-dominant portrayal of Reconstruction. as a time of corruption and
misgovernment, Lynch recalled how the former slaves “magnified” his
office “far beyond its importance,” bringing him cases ranging from dis-
putes with their employers to family quarrels. Ordinary Republicans of
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both races also deluged the South’s new
governors with letters detailing their
grievances and aspirations, requesting
financial assistance, and seeking advice
about all kinds of public and private mat-
ters. “We consider ourselves under your
protection [and] care,” one family wrote
to William W. Holden, the Republican
governor of North Carolina. In part,
such letters reflecred the political inex-
perience of so much of the southern
Republican electorate, black and white
alike. Bus they also poignantly revealed
that whatever the new povernments’
failures, the mrm-wmmmozm of Hwﬂwmmamﬂ
slaves for a better [ifedepended on the

a R e, S e

mmﬁérﬂmue@m%ﬁmmwsmﬂcnmoz.

By the early 1870s, biracial democ mh%ﬁﬂmamngbm an-
precedented in American history, wag mﬂ:nzo.inm throughout .ﬁrm.mo:nr.
Grounded in the families, churches, schools, and political institutions of
the black community—the institutional infrastructure originating in slav-

ery and consolidated after emancipation—former slayes conj

evinge a powerful political activism.and exercised a considerable degree of
political power. Meanwbile, the old planter elite.had been m.inﬁmm.rmwmﬁ.
political power. . )

“Years mmmﬁ a black Reconstruction legislator in South Carolina named
Thoras Milfer would recall the era’s achievements: “We were eight years
in power. We had built schaolhouses, established charitable institutions,
built and maintained the penitentiary system, provided for the education of
the deaf and dumb . . . rebuilt the bridges and reestablished the ferries. In
short, we had reconstructed the State and placed it upen the road to pros-

perity.” In enumerating Reconstruction’s accomplishments, Miller failed to

note its-shortcomings, ameng them .ﬁﬁ&.gg?go?

Jokn B, Lynck

LOTTCOmINGS, AT i
alism. Mgst important, {ormer slaves by and lar e _remained desperately

pootyand theix desire for land had not Been falfilled.

_—

Yet even as Reconstriction s failures betrayed the hopes that African
Americans had invested in the new governments, the very existence of this
experiment in interracial democracy was anathema to those accustomed to
controlling the South’s destiny. Undeterred by federal and state laws and
the rewritten Constirution,_they launched a &.o._muhhmmwﬂmz w0 bring

Reconstruction H\o.m, n end. — St
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Violence, of course, was an inrrinsic element of the slave system and
had been endemic in large parts of the South since 1865. In the immediate
aftermath of the Civil War, it was localized and seemingly random,
directed against individual freedmen who acted in ways that flouted the
conventions of slavery and especially against those unwilling to work
under conditions dictated by whites. Sometimes, as in the Memphis and
New Orleans riots of 1866, violence swept over entire communities. But
the coming to power of Republican governments stimulated its rapid
expansion. .

The depredations of the Kn Klux Klan and kindred groups such as the

r——— e

Em and the Knights of the White Camelia were more

organized and more overtly political than earlier violence, not only in the
sense of aiming to influence efections and overturn Reconstruction govern-
ments, but_alsg i ing to affect power relations between the races
throughout the South. One victim complained of a “reign of terror” in his
county, and, indeed, the Klan during Reconstruction offers the most exten-
sive example of homegrown terrorism in American history.

In 1870, the Senate and House of Representatives anthorized investiga-
tions into the problem. They sent a joint committee into the South to rake
testimony from public officials, army officers, victims of violence, and, on
occasion, Klansmen themselves. Widely reported in the press, the Ku Klux
Klan hearings of 18701, which vielded thirteen thick volumes of first-
hand testimony, revealed to the country an almost incredible campaign of
criminal violence by whites determined to punish black leaders, isrupt the

Republican Party, reestablish control over the BlacE1ERoE force, and
restore white supremacy in every phase of southern life. 1 he Klan concen- -
trated its attacks on the individuals and institutions responsible for the dra-
matic changes in southern society resulting from Radical Reconstruction.
Testimony by friends of murder victims and by survivors of Klan
attacks revealed the organization’s methods and the kind of individuals
who became its targets. Abram Colby was only one of numerous black
leaders who told the investigators of having to face daily threats of vio-
lence. Scores received death threats, were driven from their homes, or were
assaulted or murdered. In parts of the South, black leaders lived, as Con-
gressman Richard H. Cain of South Carolina noted, “in constant fear.”
Frequently, the Klan set out to destroy the Union League and the local
Republican Party. Jack Dupree was mutrdered in Monroe County, Missis-
sippi, in 1870 because he was “president of a republican club” and was
known as a man who “would speak his mind.” The Kian’s purposes, how-
ever, were not confined to electoral politics. In a sense, the organization
took on the function of the antebellum slave patrols: making sure that blacks
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Members of a Senate committee hear the restimony of @ New York schoolteacher
:\\m..u LS hﬁﬂﬂkﬁmm W.u\ N\nm N&h N\nﬁuﬂ L&Ng.

did not violate the rules and etiquette of white supremacy. “They do notlike
to see the Negro go ahead,” commented a white farmer from Mississippi.
Frequently, blacks who had manaped to acquire land became targets of
reprisal, as did laborers who stood up for their rights on plantatons. Vic-
tims included a black woman whipped for “laziness” and freedmen beaten
for “suing white men” in court. In Noxubee County, Mississippi, according
to a former Confederate officer, the Klan aimed “to keep them from renting
lang, so that the majority of the white citizens may control lahor.” In 1869,
Georgia Klansmen iynched a freedman and his wife accused of “resenting a
blow from their employer,” and murdered a blacksmith who refused to
work for a white employer until heing paid for previous labor.

“There is an eternal hatred,” observed a committee of Tennessee law-
makers in 1868, “existing against all men that voted the Republican ticket,
or who belong to the Loyal League, or fare] engaged in teaching schools,

i

and giving instruction to the humbler ctass of their feflow men.” Ministers,
teachers, and other African Americans who sought to uplift their peo-
ple became targets of violence. In the first half of 1871 alone, Klansmen
destroyed rwenty-six schools in Monroe County, Mississippi. A white mob
atracked the home of South Carolina freedman Thomas 8. Jones and drove
him to seck refuge “in swamps and woods,” because, he related, “they say
1 shall not teach school any lenger.” Another proup of victims were black

men accused of showing disrespect for white women or, in some cases, of
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sexual assault {although in most instances, the latter charge was invented
after the fact to justify the acts of violence).

Some focales gained a national reputation for extreme violence. One
was Jackson County, in the Florida Panhandle. “That is where Satan has
his seat,” remarked a black clergymarn; more than 150 persons were mur-
dered in Jackson, including hlack political leaders and Samuel Fleischman,
a Jewish merchant resented by local whites for voting Republican and deal-
ing fairly with black customers. As Fleischman’s fate demonstrates, while
the large majority of victims of violence were black, whites associated with
Reconstruction or deermed to have violated the Klan's definition of proper
relations between the races were also terrorized. Hundreds of Republicans
were whipped and saw their property destroyed in Spartanburg County, in
the targely white upcountry of South Carolina, White women who violated
the taboo against “miscegenation” by engaging in sexual liaisons or estah-
lishing long-term relationships with black men sometimes suffered violent
reprisals. Klansmen murdered three white Republican members of the
Georgialegislature and drove ten others from their homes. “They beat and
cut me with knives,” reported one white victim, a teacher in a black school,
“for T had often spoken of the colored people of this place and said they
ought to have learning the same as the whites. . . . T am in for equal rights
and that was the cause they done me s0.”

On occasion, violence escalated from assaults on individuals to mass
terrorism or even local insurrections. On the day after Republicans carried
Laurens County, South Carolina, in the election of 1870, armed bands of
whites scoured the countryside, driving 150 blacks from their homes and
killing thirteen, including a member of the legislature. In Meridian, Missis-

. sippi, rioting in 1871 left some thirty blacks dead, including “all the leading

3

colored men of the town with one or two exceptions.” The bloodiest single
act of carnage in Reconstruction took place in Colfax, Louisiana, in 1873,
where fifty or more members of a black militia unit were massacred after
surrendering to armed whites who had assaulted. the. town with a smiall
cannon, T

Klansmen frequently disguised themselves while committing illegal
acts (they wore no standard costume; their familiar white robe and head-
dress is a twentieth-century invention). Nonetheless, like Abram Colby,
many victims were able to identify their assailants. Although criminals who
traveled at night tended to be mainly young single men, the Klan included
many meri of substance—plansers, lawyers, newspaper editors, merchants,
even ministers. “The most respectable citizens are engaged in it,” reported
an agent of the Freedmen’s Bureau, “if there éan be any respectability about

such people.” A number of former Confederate generals served as Klan

»
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FLreedpeople hiding in the Louisiana swamps

leaders, among them John B. Gordon, Democratic candidate for governor
in Georgia in 1868,

Of course, most white southerners did not commit criminal acts, and
some spoke out against the Klan. But the large majority of southern whites
remained silent. Indeed, the Democratic Party’s constant vilifieation of

carpethaggers and scalawags as corrupt incompetents, their insistence that
blacks were unfit for equal citizenship, and their public laments about the
intractability of black gow created an atmosphere that made violence.seem
eeyes of many white sgutherners. Community

a legitimate res
support for the Klan extended to lawyers who represented the criminals in

court, editors who established funds for their defense, and the innumerable
women who sewed costumes and disguises for them. Whi
southerness-weretaw=abiding.citizens, they seemed willj

.va. -Jlan's excesses because thes-ehared.the.organizatiens-ultimara.gaal the

overthrow of Reconstrugtion and-thessestozation of ghite supremacy.

%mmﬁﬁmMMmMm vialence posed a difficult dilemma for Republicans,
north and south. By the eatly 1870s, very few federal troops remained in
the South—in Lowisiana, for example, they numbered fewer than five
hundred. In states such as Tennessee, Arkansas, and Texas, where they

could draw on a considerable force of whire Republicans, Reconstruction
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governors mobilized the militia and dealt effectively with the Klan. In
some localities, blacks succeeded in banding together to fight the Klan,
relying on the paramilitary organization that had sprung up around the
Union Leagues. In 1868, armed members of the Union League patrolled
the streets of Wilmington, North Carolina, and succeeded in enforcing
order against Klan threats ro disrupt the election to ratify the new state
constitution.

Generally, however, the scale of violence outstripped the response of
the new and weak Reconstruction governments, and of ad hoc local
arrangenients. Republican governors such as James L. Alcorn of Missis-
sippi, William H. Smith of Alabama, and Henry C. Warmoth of Louisiana
hoped to expand their base of support among white voters. They proved
extremely reluctant to deploy a predominantly black militia, fearing this
would further alienate local whires. Warmoth did create the Metropolitan
Police Force, commanded by former Confederate general James Long-
street, to keep order in New Orleans, bur failed to take action against
violence in rural parts of the state.

Part of the problem-wras thar blacks took democratic and legal pro-
cedureg more seriously than did Reconstruction’s owwonmmn@ﬁﬁ.
blacks-semetimes m:ﬂﬂaw%mwhblmmﬁzmbmnm or assaulted fellow freedmen
who wished tg vote Democratic. But no Republicans rode at night to mur-
der their political foes. “We could burn their churches and schoolhouses,”
wrote one former slave from a violent section of Georgia, “but we don’t
want to break the Fé or harm anybody. All we want is to live under
the law.”

Increasingly, Reconstruction governors appealed to Washington for
aid. Only “power from without,” said one southern Republican leader,
could restore order and save Reconstruction. In the early 1870s, national
” said Senator John Sherman
of Ohio, “to . . . againappeal to the power of the nation to crush, as we once
, this organized civil war.” In 1870 and 1871, Congress
enacted three Enforcement Acts, meant to suppress viclence in the South.
Most sweeping was the @W!Emﬁ Act of 1871, one of the most far-
reaching measures of the Reconstruction era. The Fourteenth and Fifteenth
amendments and the Civil Rights Act of 1866 had been directed primarily
against discriminatory action by state and local governments. Now, for the
first time in American history, certain crimes committed by individuals

ishable under federallayw, including sonspizasies
1o ;&Iﬁpﬁm cirizens of the right to vote, hold office, serve on juries, and enjay
the mmm.mw protection of the laws. The The KKK Act allowed the president to sus-

Republican leaders responded. “I am willing,

hefore have done
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pend the writ of habeas corpus (thatis, to have individuals arrested and held
without m‘»mﬂm@%ﬁﬁﬁw ress Xlan violence.

Traditionally, private criminal acts had been punished under state law.
The unprecedented expansion of the federal government’s criminal juris-
e:Republicans in the
federa

diction outraged Democrats and alarmed
North. The Ku Kiux Klan Act, complained Tke Nason, armed the
m:%ﬂmmmammﬁ with power “over a class of cases of which it has never hitherto
had, and never pretended to have, any jurisdiction wharever.” To mast
Republicans, however, the act seemed a logical extension of the expansion
of natioral power wrought by the Civil War and already embodied in
Reconstruction legislation. “If the federal government,” asked former
Union army general Benjarin F. Butler, now representing Massachusetts
in Congress, “cannot pass laws to protect the rights, liberty, and lives of
citizens . . . why were gonarantees of those fundamental rights put in

the Constitution at all?” Black congressmen staunchly supported the new

measures. While.IDe ts charged Congress.with violating constitu-
i black Republican member of the
tignal guarantees of state autonomy, a black Republic

House of Representatives, Joseph Rainey of South Carolina, responded:
“Tell me nothing of a constitution which fails to shelter beneath its
rightful power the people of a couniry.” Roberr B. Elliotr, another black
congressman from South Carolina, caustically noted that Klan vio-
fence refuted south-

3

ern whites’ claims
to superior morality
and a higher level
of civilization. “Pray
tell me,” he asked,
“who is the barbar-
ian here?”
Employing the
powers of the En-
forcementActs,Pres-
ident Grant in 1871
sent federal marshals
into the South to
crush the Ku Klux
Klan, The marshals
arrested hundreds of

North Carolina, prepare to execute a victim N.HNE.WEF, n.m.%@nw ﬁﬁm#mrgmﬂﬁ Huuw
1871, : promising to desist

Members of the Ku Klux Kian of Moore County, men. While most es-
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from violent activities, leaders of the organization went on trial in federal
court and some received prison sentences. In South Carolina, Grant sus-
th@%ﬁ&m%émgg@mm@aﬂmghﬁw es. Federal troops
occupied the area and arrested perhaps rwo thousand Klansmen. A few
dozen of the worst offenders were indicted; most pleaded guilty and went to
prison. By 1872, the reign of terror was, temporarily at least, over. The elec-
tion of that year was the most peaceful in the entire Reconstruchion eea, But
Violence had Helped Democrats regain political control in Tenn (in
gﬁv and had destroyed the infrastructure of the
Union Leagues in local communities in many parts of the South. -
LEven as the Grant administration acted decisively against violence in
the South, it confronted new challenges in the North. With the question of
Reconstruction supposedly settled, new pelitical questions came to the
fore, as industrial workers demanded that state governments enact laws
guaranteeing an eight-hour workday and farmers sought state intervention
to combat what they considered unfair practices by railroads. These groups 4

in the North called on the activist state spawned by the Civil War and Geg
v

ELL

Reconstruction to redress their own grievances, and they sought to extend v, /.

el !

the Reconstruction princdple of equality into econgmic refations within the i
AR e
North, ,

The rise of these issues reflected the North’s own transformation dur-
ing the Civil War era, Although hardly as sweeping as the destruction of
slavery in the South, the Noxth experienced an economic revolution of its
own, as manufacruring outpur expanded rapidly and the raifroad knitted
the country into a single giant market. The rapid expansion of agriculture,
mining, and railroad construction in the trans-Mississippi West exemplified

the shift from Lincoln’s America—the world of the small farm and artisan
COML S AL .

workshop—to a fnaire industrial m@,>m in the South, the sudden
appearance of large corporations seeking favors from the state fueled polit-
ical forruptjod. “The galleries and lobbies of every Legislature,” one 11li-
nois Republican complained, “are thronged with men seeking to procure
an advantage” for one economic interest or another. Frequently, they were
successful. Northern legislatures awarded thousands of special grants and
privileges to railroad, manufacturing, and mining companies, often busi-
nesses in which key lawmakers held stock or %mmnﬂowmwﬁm. Increasingly,
the Republican Party was taking on a new identifyselong with its cherished
history of preserving the Union and emancipating the slaves, it mme‘&o._w@_, )

closer and closer ties to business corporations and, through Hmmnomﬁm_\ﬂ.m:m

wasiffs.and other |argesse, sought to promoie business interests’
and economic development.

TTPhe presidential nmammmm: of 1872 revealed the impact of these changes
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on the Republican Party, and on northern perceptions of Reconstruction.

A w%@k%ﬁmﬁ%!@ﬁ

administration. They included influential founders of the Republican Party
SIEEE Car] Schurz of Missouri and Lyman Trumbull of Tiinois, and prom-
inent editors and jousnalists such as E. L. Godkin of The Nation and Sam-
el Bowles of the Springfield Republican. Initially, their disaffection with
the Grant admimstration had little to do with Reconstruction. These self-
styled “bggt men” were alarmed by the corruption that seemed to pervade
northern politics, and by WHAE They tonsidered the degradation of a party
increasingly under the control of local political machines and bosses and
susceptible to manipulation by the corporate elite, Thesexeformers also
found disturbing the rising tide of labor and farmer unrest in the North,
Nowethat the legal framework of ec vality had been.achieved, they insisted,
Ew;mm‘m.ﬂzamnﬁ should step back and let the economy.develop according fo

its.owmmninternal laws. CoTpotate demands for Tand grants and high tariffs,
labor’s call for an eight-hour day, and laws passed by certain western states
attempting to regulate railroad rates all represented, in the reformers” eyes,

special legislation”—measures that violated the

“

{llegitimate examples of
principle of equality by favoring one mimnmmﬁ in society over others.
This, ooiagﬁuob;pm@ﬁ%n%o ricsg. political.corruption,. and new

s a2

demands on government wwﬂwmmmmm?ﬂ@m.mmxw%‘mo:.woBmémnm mo_.sdnm
Radical Hepublicans, firmly committed to the Reconstruction agenda of
equal rights for all. But by 1870, Radical Republicanism as a coherent polit-
ical movement was rapidly disintepraring. Stevens had died, and veteran
Radlicals such as Benjamin F. Wade of Ohio and George Julian of Indiana
failed to win reelection. Unlike during the battle with Andrew Johnsen,
divisions between Radicals and moderates no longer defined groupings
within the Republican Party. More important was one’s relationship to the
Grant administration and attitudes toward the role of government itsetf.
Much of the degradation of politics, the reformers believed, resulted
from the power of demagogues who thrived on corruption and played on
the misguided desire of working-class voters for government action on

fheir behalf. The sohution was somehow to oust the bosses from power and.

place government in the hands of mm:n%bﬁ&zn%@x%zn
. ocmdwmm teformers themselves. One way to do this would be to reduce
ﬁrgm_‘ug%ﬂoﬁm, “Expressions of doubt and distrust in
regard to universal suffrage are heard constantly,” one journalist com-
mented. Reformers recognized that measures such as property qualifica-
tions for voting, abandoned in every state before the Civil War, stood little

chance of enactment. More viable was their most cherished proposal—
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climinating party patronage by basing appointment to government posts
on competitive examinations, not political connections.

Initially, the reform revolt had litte to do with Reconstruction. Increas-
ingly, however, the language in which angi-Grant Republicans condemned
nerthern politics echoed white complaints against the new ernments in
the South. The alleged corruption of carpethaggers seemed to vmnm@wm‘ -
depredations of political bosses in the North. Black demands for land
seemed analogous to rorthern labor’s pressure for legislation on its own
behalf. Complaints by the South’s planters, merchants, and prewar politi-
cians that the region’s “natural leaders” had been excluded from power in
favor of “ignorance, stupidity and vice” {the words of a declaration by
South Carolina Democrats in ¥868) paralleled the reformers’ sense that less-
than-able men had pushed themselves to the side in the North. Violence
and corruption in the South, reformers became convinced, arose from the
fact that Reconstruction had not won the allegiance of “the part of the n..mm.rl
munity thatembodies the intelligencs AndTHE Capital.” By 1 mﬁu anti-Grant
Republicans had concluded thar new policy departures had become neces-
sary to restore the “best men” to power in the South as well as the North.

Unable to prevent Grant’s renomination in 1872, the dissidents held their
own convention in Cincinnati in May, at which they nominated newspaper-
man Horace Greeley for president. They called themselves Liberal Repub-
licans. ,Qmmmwmu\.m nomination resulted from behind-the-scenes maneuvering

Eniitled “Clasp Hands over the Bloody Chasm, ” Thomas Nast’s August
1§72 cartoon denounces the Liberal Republican Party’s presidential
hU\ﬁHm\W:»S'
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of the kind reformers condemned among Grant’s supporters, And he was
certainly an odd choice as the reformers’ candidate for président. Greeley
had a history of erratic judgment, such as when he supported peaceable
secession in the winter of 186061, or tried to negotiate an end to the Civil
War in 1864. Even though most Liberals favored free trade, Greeley had
tong supported the proteciive tariff, and he had never shown much interest
in the reformers’ pet scheme, civil-service reform. But as editor of the New
York Tribune and a longtime foe of slavery and defender of blacks’ rights,
Greeley was widely respected throughout the North (even though, by 1870,
he had declared that it was time to end Recenstruction: “the country is sick
and tired of it,” he claimed).
Realizing that the Republicans’ split offered them a golden opportunity
ﬁPHmm,mHm their political moﬁzdnmudmﬁogma endorsed Greeley (a difficult
decision, since gaﬂor of his political career denouncing the
Democratic Party)., Many Democratic voters could not stomach ‘their
party’s official candidate, who, at one time or another during his long
career, had referred to Democrats as “murderers, adulterers, drunkards,
cowards, liars, and thieves.” Large nurnbers stayed at home, and Greeley

went down to a devastating defeat. Grant carried every state north of the

Mason-Dixon Line. But despite the debacle, the Greeley campaign placed
¥1ason-L/1xon L
on the northern agenda the one issue on which he, the reformers, and the:

3

]

Democrats could agree—a new policy toward the South. Opposition to

Reconstruction had become linked tg the crusade for ;m&ﬁh;/w.mmﬂmm%

P e .
good government. Greeley’s campaign gave unprecedented national atten-

tion to complaints against Republicans’ southern policy—that it brought

—

corrupt government to the South and threatened 1o obliterate the_tradi-

uomm\wuoﬂﬂm of the states—-which within a few years would help to justify
/ a broad northern retreat fram the ideal of equality, and bring Reconstruc-

. ton fo an end.

- E_Hm Refors the 8%3_8 of anmamj_n SEO%SS Emmm frints wiare &f attradtiv
affordabla. and ammﬁzm:\ atourate mieans of %U__om:;m_ and n__mqa:m:m Works of un_j.m art

S - VISUAL ESSAY

m:&.ﬁ Em mﬂ thige %nm%m of Em :Emﬁmmaj 8382 the nm:oa r:oés mm the Gilded
Age, ‘onesof the most: ‘popular way$ to decorats the homie was: E..Esjmm_mm _;_._omauj

and n:o.aemm:m They alsc offer a revealinglans on the. nation’s smcm_ n_‘__ea.,.zjom_au:
houses often commissioned original works for publication, and someé artists mmsma.auﬁm-

tions for subjects that addressad the many different markets. that comprised the nﬁcau .
hurgry pubiic. There were inofensive still lifes and“landscapes for the parlor,” mn&__:u

histarical tableaux and portreits of the Mlustiious for the children’s raom, and genra therrias,
Sports uzﬂm topical ilustrations, and comic cartooris—the _mnmﬁ thres most likely destined
for the kitchen ar far public, and often male- orlented, venues, such as barbershops and bars,

Currier and ‘Ives: was among the nation's mast successful -and -proiffic lithagraphy
houses and, ‘amid its multitude of themes and subjects, views of the “new” South ware

favarites. But, as exemplified in the 1872 “The Old Plantation | Home,” it was often"hard to -

discern at what point jn: 3_m82 the South was Um_:m depicted. There was little in thess

“Bucolic visions of a'lush and languid amaz. o gmﬁ_:m_:_m: scenes set befare from those dona

st
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after the war and the demise of slavery. Indeed, the goal may very well have been 1o exploit
the nostalgia of white customers for a ~.m_:._v_@.. time, before the trauma of civil war and the
turmoil of Reconstruction. In these pictures, black pecple become stock figures i an attrac-
tive landscape. On thosa rare occagiens, as in this print, when blacks wers featured in such
S:Gcm_ﬂ_o:m they frolicked—they certainly never warked—in modest but domestic sur-
gs, with the big house looming henevelently in the background,

It ie unlikety that many black Americans were counted among the customers for %mmm
lithographic visws. But we can say for certain that Aftican Americans avoided the most
popular of Curier and lves's many pictorial naacﬂm|§oamm.<§§ 5 Darktowin Comics, a
long-running series of inexpangive hand-colared prints, and a mainstay of Currier and ves's
business. In fact, Darkiown Comics probably ensured the company’s fi nancial security
throughaut the 1880s and into the 1890s. Each instaflment of the serigs sold quickly in the
tens of thousands, and the series” ubiguity and poputarity situated African Americans in the
unenviable position of the nation's buffoons. Usually published in pairs, the Darktown
Corics invariably offered hefore-and-after sequences in which pompous,-bumbling, and
grotesgue black figures tred to carry out the simplest task, everyday activity, or popular
sport, with disastrous conseguences. .

reun

White viewars apparently found these prints highly .mazms.m. The respanse of black
Americans—and the casual racism of-Gilded Age everyday life-~is epitomized in one inci-
dent recalled by cartoonist Thomas Warth late in his lifa. One -afternoan, co-praprietor

James Ives and Worth observed “a big crowd about the front window, lookirig and laughing

at the [latest] Darktown’ picture.” Lapsing into the racist idiom of the day, Worth noted:

There was one well-dressed darky wha took exception to the Darktown part of the
show and he was expressing himself most forcibiy. He said “he would fke to just

Counzersigns

once get hold of the feflow who drawed dem ‘scanlous’ pictures of de noaﬂ g oaa
man.” The quick-witted Ives ook in the situation. He said ta the coon he. sam Giva

him an introduction to the artist “whg drawed dem pictures,”—to wait a minijte: -
He stepped back inta the stare and descended into tha basement whee’ Em “pic:
tures were boxed to be sent away. The man who baxed the goods was a; ﬂmam?
dous hig Dutchman, a perfect Hercules. Ives explained the situation to :_S and
presented him to the complaining coon who tock one look at him, snesked off and
vanished around the comeyr of >m: Street in a hurry, without getting :c_a oﬁ the
man who™* %méma dem pictures.”

Ins contrast to cartoons, pictortal journalism sifl oonmma:mf wawm dﬂaa mawmwﬂcm nmﬁ
cature to depiet events invalving African: Americans. This visual reofientation was nsua]}
spurted by acticns by black Arhéricans that seemed to take the ilustrated Ppress by mca:mm,....
disrupting the general trend toward rofmal |
comparisons.,

For example, in April 1879, m‘m% Leslie’s Mustrated Newspapar SD_A note ofthe ongoing
migration of fens of thousands of African Americans from the Jower Mississippi Valloy ta
xm_wmmm” Editorials expressed surprise at the so-called Exodusters’ numbers and thei %mmv
asﬁaa to leave the South. And, while deploring the ramifications of the migration on m_m..
southern economy, Leshie’s acknowledged the migration as evidence of the injustice and-
intimidation accompanying reénewed Democratic Party contral in the region. Mareover, s_:m?
Lesfia’s published engravings inits Aprif 19, 1879, issue showing the arrival of black :_ﬁaza
in St. Louis, one panoramic iifustration depicted an orderty procession of homesteaders

r - "

ing face awmﬁ_%m Sacm_._ _:<a6=m Eo_m_

s ‘.._ ﬂwﬁ. three émmxm later, Lestia’s showed “A family of Negross wha do not *m<o¢..5.m mxc,
Here we have a porfion of a well-to-do colored family in Virginia," the weekly com-:

y Hmnﬁma “whose thrift, or ‘good luck,” has enabled them to maintain themselves in comfor,
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and-wha, in Szmmﬁ_am:nm ﬁ__a no cnomm_o: in :ﬁ: mc:aca_nm_w 5 o_z_;m._m.;m.@m:ma_
exodus, Contentment béams from the -old folks] fie's-d . Ui
. tivg happiness ,wo_..:%m m%..m:n_ :m:.mm_:mcm..ao. Ema_a,mmrm% o% 2 *mm___._@ of mcnm:ov
._E ﬁ.o tha m<mwm.m_mu.az of thé Virginia zmmsmm«mcnthm,a_ma ba Em% horna by m.__mama
proprigtor

of 5m ssw_ov m:a.moawﬁj_zm_ mao gn.%m.mmm:au.m_o:m of aristocracy;

.m_u_uo_:wm m.m;a:.. .Ea. _u s
tion nmﬁémm?_pw_nm: Améficans;

ihe..

S
2?@; the e Mordetr

the- _m.zm:. was’ wcamzimm Aatthe
‘txperise of ,%m s% ite mmamaﬁmoam.ﬁ. i
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Disaster has always been fodder for pictorial journalism. it can also be a great leveler in
even the most stratifiad.of sociaties. in the expanding number of industrial mnnamam ﬁ_cnnm
the Gilded Age—which accampanied the headless accumulation of capital at the expanse
of safety and accountability and-affected primarily railroad and. mine éoﬁwmﬁmlkﬁom:
Americans achieved equality on the comsmon ground of tragedy.

This shared misfortune found a visual mn_:zm_m_.; as a February 1882 illustration in _nwmn» :
"a's attested. Presenting a scene outside of the Midlothian coal mine in Chasterfield -
lustration was distinctive in its .

"~, shortly after an undarground explosion, the.
of mutual catastrophe: hiack and whita miners and thair families 5.@55@% in

5 and shocked crowd mmﬁ:maa at the mine m:ﬂm:nm

There were other interracial visions af labor offered to the readers of the Gilded Age

prass. Four years later, in 1886, Lesiie’s covered tha tenth annual meeting of the Knights af’
s largest laber organization, in Richmond, Virginia, with a frent-page-picture .

Labor, the era
showing the African American New York City delagata Frank'J. Ferrell infroducingGran

Master Workman Terence Powderly to the organization's General Assembly. In the wake of

r

racial tensions provcked by the New York contingent’s insistence on mncm_.mnnm&..*ow 14
black delegate 1o Richmond's segregated services and insttutions, Fank Lesiie’s, m_om
with Powderly, tock pains to assure agitated southerm whites that the Order had "no nE
pose to interfers with ar disrupt the social relations which miay exist _umﬁs.mm: mﬁ u_mma_._
races in the various parts of the country, o

lasli's OnScmﬂ 16, 1886, engravings 96 the noséa_o_._ n_amm 8 _.mm% Em _A:_m_:m

“

Y . S Qananmaﬁﬁ

mm and nm_mw“mﬁma ,5
nﬁ_:,__ma_o: s nng._a Sma to.the | principle af “chvil ma uo_anm_ equality of aif ‘men” the

ﬁrm aamn ama of _muoﬁ wmoo%_mmm o Q_ﬂsnmo: on mnSE: of no_Q " In bath thes Mi EH_.__mz

disaster and
* Richmand
no:<m38.a,.
angravings,
Leshia’s
provided its
amnm;.é::
images of
equality -
ratherthan
just black™
figured in
. | ~labor .
: " Mandscape.” -

. .q_._mmm _ammmm Werg rmamu by manmmx%mﬁ amo,ﬂmﬁ_smq to'the costs m:ma_:m c_mow mmn:m.

tiens. and the 8_.:_2_5@ %maamm E realizing Eomm lofty mom_m

‘Butsthash:octasional o.mm::mm“ of amum&a repressritation stoked ?ﬁa:% an ﬁ:m
of Africa >3manm:amama.mm_,.a__%..mw..ﬁ:m,\ uas%g some a%mm from-the 953: ..
o0 ,c_u.omm: v _._n_ :mmm;..m imagery. In’: ;

fi

fragazings .ccm,_z.%%mmo 5's Qm.m,mmsma,
‘M.mmm..,m:_nx:‘.mm_:mq.m.awﬁmﬁ.as. :

ficlitical: nmnaon E:_n: nmuan Bmi black >3mﬁ_nm:m mmzusmam m_uoa national E i
cs: dnd ﬁm 28_ Prablgm:” The nmmmﬁ mﬂﬂ nmnom:_mw was a former slave, a self- Mmz@_:
“and :maf.ms and, ai. onnmm_c:m“ noa 59 o Em}mm and mmﬁma §mm§\. mm_i :
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Jackson Lewis. Jaining The Freeman in 1888, Lewis helped enlivan the :méwwmnmﬂ with
portraits, joumalistic iiustrations, and especially pointed political cartoons critical of the
new Republican president, Benjamin
Harrison. But cartoons such as “The
Mational Executiva Asleep”—with
black figures trying to awaken an
~ne Harrison with bugles

4 “The Race Cues-

nf,.w fie ire of local white

“m, esident (Harrisen had
indiana senator prior to

i), who may have put

:n the paper to squelch its

torial commertary.

atever the exact cause,

3 work disappzared from the

s of The freeman for the first

of 1890. His cartoons returned — —
ot hat year, but the man who was.the nation’s first black political cartoonist died sud-

anly in April 1891, Lewis would therefore never witness the next betrayal that African
Americans would confront in thie follewing decads, codified into federal law and m:_,n_cam.&

E the U.S. Supreme Court. As the United States turned its back an mg:m_&_. a =m<.< pictorial
order emerged to rationalize the nation's embrace of the maleveient doctring of Jim Crow.

CHAPTER SEVEN

THE ABANDONMENT
OF RECONSTRUCTION

N SEPTEMBER 1877, a freedman named Henry Adams (who had

been born a slave in Georgia in 1843) drafted a letter from Shreveport,

Louisiana, to the American Colonization Society. Founded in 1816 with
the aim of settling black Americans in Africa, the society had not, either in
antebellum days or daring the Civil Warand Reconstruction, received much
black support. Now, however, Adams reported that he had gathered the
names of sixty thousand “hard laboring peaple” anxious to leave the South,
“Thisis a harrible-partaf the country,” he mNE&gg
get money for our labor. . . . It is impossibie for us 10 Lve with these slave-
holders of the South and enjoy the right as they enjoy iz, ,

Adams had been brought to Louisiana by his owner from his birthpiace
in Georgia. At the end of the Civil War, his former master urged him 1o
remain on the plantation and work for a share of the crop, but Adams
decided to feave. “T said if I cannot do like a white man,” he later recalled,
“Lam not free. I see how the poor white people do. I ought to do so too, or
elseTam a slave.” After witnessing many acts of violence against freedpeo-
ple ir. the Shreveport area, and being assaulted by thieves himself, Adams
in 1866 enlisted in the Union army, where he rose to the rank of quarter-
master sergeant and learned to read and write. After his discharge, three
years later, he worked as a plantation manager and became president of a
Shreveport Republican club and, in 1876, deputy marshal of Bienville
parish. Even before the end of Reconstruction, with violence pervasive in
his part of Louisiana, Adams formed the Colonization Council, with the
aim of obtaining for blacks “a territory to our selves,” preferahly in Africa,
“where our forefathers came from.” )

No one knows if Adams managed to emigrare to Africa. He was last
reported working in New Orleans i 1884 “for anybody T could get a job
from.” He then disappears from the historical record. No doubt, his report
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of sixty thousand black Louisianans ready to leave for Africa was some-
thing of an exaggeration. But his letter illustrates how, by 1877, some
African Americans despaired of ever achieving equality in the land of their
birth.

Adams’s letter came a few months after newly inaugurated Republi-
can president mrﬁrnmmmmnﬁ\w.lmmwdul red federal troops to withdraw
from positions at the statehouses of Louisiana and South Carolifid; where

2

they had been protecting Republican claimants to the governorships. This
action (subsequently described by most historians, inaccurately, as the
“withdrawal” of all federal troops from the South) marked.the effective
end of Reconstruction. Tr also represented a fundamental turning point in
_mﬂ?%w%%mmnms history, in effect annouticing that the federal
government would no longer. intervene o _protect_elther the polifical
prospects of southern Republicans or the constitutional rights of black cit-
izens. But Hayes's policy was not a sudden and unexpected repudiation of
Reconstruction. Rather, it masked-theseulmination.of 3_refrea.that had
gathered force since Ulysses S. Grant’s reelection in 1873.

Many factors contributed to this development. In 1873, the United
States, and indeed the entire Atlantic world, experienced a severe-egopemic
downturn. The failure of Jay Cooke and Company, one of the country’s
%ﬂm:ﬁmm houses, triggered a financial panic thar was soon followed
by the worst depression in the country’s history to thar date. Tn the wake of
factory closings, business bankruptcies, falling prices for agriculmural prod--
ucts, and widespread unemployment (in some cities as high as 30 percent of
the work{orce), economic recovery replaced Reconstruction as the main
focus of national and-lagal political debates. In the North, major ciries Wit

nessed demonstrations demanding g5vernment reltief Jor the unemployed.
L e ST - b .
m*wo<mmdam§wn..|ﬁ.mwwﬁrmnodu

. i : -
Farmers in wesiérn states demanded thes

ducr of railroads, whose high rates and monopo fstic practices the farmers
blamed for their mc.OdoEF plight. In the South, the prige of cotton fell by
half hetween 1873 and 1877, plunging many merchants and planters into’

bankruptcy, mop.nmbmﬂnﬂ“mmm small white farmers to forfeit their land and.

become sharecroppers, and undermining progress blacks had made toward
landownership. The depression destroyed whatever hope still existed that

Reconstruction would usher in a modernized New South.

The mno:oaammmmwﬂma revitatized wwm..wu emocraticParty. In 1874, forthe
first time since the Civil War, Demofrats won controf of the Fouse
of Representatives. mroH&%iwymmomwlnrnlﬁgwh;@mmw%mm met, Republicans.
ervacted the last of the major Reconsteuction measures—the Civil Rights
AcESEI8whirch profibited Tacial diserimination in.fransportation and’
public accommodation. Its author, the Radical Republican senator Charles |
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Sumner, had repeat-
edly introduced the biil
without success since
the late 1860s; it passed,
in part, as a tribute to
Sumner, who had died
in 1874. But the Demo-
cratic election victory
meant that Congress,

divided berween..the

two parties; was ssen-,

tiall aralyzed,  No
—d
furcher Reconstruction

|

egislation or other mi-
tiartves 1o protect.the |

‘BE!K
=Tights of the former
e

Tives would-be-forth-
Toming.
Growing labor.ua-

A September 1873 cartoon, “Panic, a5 a Health
Officer, Sweeping the Garbope our of Wall
Street,” offered o ghastly vision to readers of the
New York Daily Graphic while suggesting that
Jinancial disasters cleansed the economy.

~rest,made~smany whire
therners more sym-
patheticip whire sqush-
C laints t
Reconstrucgon, Racial
and class prejudices re-
inforced ome another, as increasing numbers of middle-class northerners
identified what they considered the illegitimate demands of workers and
farmers in their own society with the alleged misconduct of the former
slaves in the South. Liberal Republican journals found a wider and wide:
audience for their call for a return to rule by the “best men” thronghout the
country. They placed the blame for Reconstruction’s problems squarely on
the alleged W.,Wnlmmofbﬁ and incapacity of the South’s vm_mgwmﬂmm —
In 1873, New York Tribune editor Whitelaw Reid sent James S. Pike to
South Carolina to report on conditions in the state. A Liberal Republican,
' Pike intended his reports to further discredit the Grant administration and
to punish black voters for favoring Grant over Greeley in the previous
‘fall’s election. Pike’s reports, gathered in a widely read book, The Prostrace
State, had a powerful impact on the image of the former slaves in the
“North. His portrait of Scuth Carolina was suffused with racial and class
‘prejudice: the state, wrote Pike, “lies prostrate in che dust. . . . It is the
‘spectacle of a society turned upside down. . . . Itis the dregs of the popula-
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tion [dressed] in the robes of their Eﬁmzwmgﬁ,ﬁﬂm&momwm@wﬂ%m:wmwmﬁﬁnm
ver them the rule of Wmuoﬁm:,_um,bﬁkhm.ﬁmmmmoblg@dﬁaiﬁLﬁwmmwv_m

mizchinery-of-aTiajority of numbers. It is barbarism overwhelming civi-
mmWd#w%ﬂrwmmmﬂﬂmmmx.,wiwmm% Carolina’s freedpeople, he added, pos-
sessed an “average of intelligence but slightly above the level of anjmals.”
Pike pointedly compared the former slaves, who allegedly refused to labor
efficiently for whites and siill coveted land of their own, with disaffected
northern workers, who conducted strikes and called on state governments
to provide jobs for the unemployed. In both cases, the Jower orders sought
to elevate their positions in society by interfering with the rights of prop-
erty owners, rather than through thrift and hard work. Pike’s book helped

‘make South Carolina anational bywosd litical corruption and rein-
mo%hﬁgﬁ%dﬁii}@méﬁ.:

e

ﬂ.mmﬁ noﬁam‘ﬁuwmm.mmﬂﬁomv émmnoéo<m§mw_..:mWmnoaﬂcn&omu amamﬁﬂmm
iehed i ot

Vice President Henry Wilson, a veteran Radical Republican. “Men are
beginning to hint at changing the condition of the Negro.” Racism, of

%nozamnvggﬁ_mambmﬁgﬁmﬁm. life. As noted earlier,

e e AR

despite Reconstruction, the vast majority of African Americans remained
trapped in poverty, confined to menial and unskilled jobs. Nonetheless, asa
result of Reconstrucdon, the North’s public life had been opened to blacks

e

o wﬁﬁ%m.mp@w_nmr&gm Lefore the. Civil War. In the 18605, the Repuiblican

.,, _Ww./

Party had not only given northern blacks the right to vote, but also sought
to ensure their access to public schools, and in many places worked against
discriminatory practices on streetcars and railroads, and in private busi-
nesses. In the economic crisis of the 1870s, however, as the nation.looked

e Pt inatar i ot D e

\mpﬁ;mnmwmm@mﬂw,ﬂmﬁmﬁ .:.Eanmmwmmﬁ Hmmmmn.ﬂ,mmmammg»mﬁgoﬂwﬂz ﬁwouumw:
and _umrmSoWMBWHwS:Wm in popular journals depicted the freedpeople not

b=t

as upstanding citizens harassed by violent opponents (as had been the case
immediately after the Civil War) but as little more than unbridied animals.
(See “Countersigns” visual essay.) By the mid-1870s, it was quite common
in the North to write, in the words of the contemporary histortan Francis
parkman, of “the monstrosities of Negro rule in South Omﬂozsﬂ..m»walmmw)

offered a convenient explanation for the alleged “failure?

in other words,
of Reconstruction. ]

The idea of the natural superiority of some races to others, which
before the Civil War had been invoked to justify slavery in an otherwise
free society, now reemerged, cloaked in the vocabulary of modern science.
The growing use of language borrowed from Charles Darwin’s evolution-
ary theory, such as “natural selection,” “the struggle for existence,” and
“the survival of the fittest,” became part and parcel of social discourse ia

e
the North. W hat came to be called Social Darwinism condemned all forms
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An illustraion in a popular late-rineteenth-century world atlas offers an ascend-

ing hierarchy of the human race, beginning with an oranguian.

of staze interference with the “namural” workings of society, especially mis-
gnided efforts to uplift those at the bottom of the social order. By and large,
in this view, the poor were responsible for their own conditions, and
African Americans were consigned by nature itself to occupy the lowest
rungs of the social ladder. Whether in the form of fabor legislation or Rad-
ical Reconstruction, governmental efforts to alter the natural workings of
society only impeded social progress.

If any one episode symbolized the accelerating retrear from Recon-
struction, it was the collapse in 1874 of the Freedman s Sayings Bapk, one
of the many financial mstimtions to siccumb during the depression. Char-

tered by Congress in 1865 to encourage thrift among the former slaves, the
bank was a private corporation; but it often shared offices with the Freed-
men’s Burean and employed federal army officers to persuade freedpeople
to open accounts. By 1874, when the bank collapsed, sixty-one thousand

African Americans had done just thar. Although President Grant called on

- et s RS

Congress to reimburse the depositors, Congress did nothing; in the end,

half the depositors received compensation for a fraction of their losses

o

when the bank’s assets were lquidated, and Tl Teceived nothing st ail.
The biggest loser was Frederick Douglass, who had been appointed the
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bank’s president in 1874 to shore up public confitlence in the bank just
before its collapse. Douglass deposited ten thousand dollars, which he
never saw again. In the same year, the New National Fra, a weekly newspa-
per that Douglass edited in ‘Washington during Reconstruction, also fell

victim to the depression.
The Supreme Court, it is often said, follows the election returns. And

S as support for Reconstruction waned in the North, the court began to
emascuiate the legislation and constittional amendments of the 1860os.
The first pivotal decision, in the “Slanghterhouse Cases,” was announced
in 1873. Allegedly to preserve the public health, Lounisiana had created a
corporation to monopolize the slaughter of animals in New Orleans, effec-
tively making it impossible for many butchers to practice their traditional
: craft. White butchers who faced the loss of their tivelihoods sued, on the
R grounds that their rights as American citizens under the Fourteenth
Amendment had been violated. The “equal protection of the law” guaran-
teed by the amendment, their lawyers insisted, included “the right of free
lahor”—that is, the ability to follow any Lawlul trade without governmen-
ial interference. The court rejected their argument. Speaking for a 54
majority, u%ﬂ% Amendment
applied only fo the former slaves, and that the sights it protecicd were only
E.Omm.@mwmxé;ﬂahrﬂh@&wm ace to the federal government, not. the states.
“Miller mentioned that these federal rights Thcluded access to ports and
waterways, the ability to travel abroad, and the right to run for federal
office. Few of these were of pressing concern to the majority of black
Americans. Otherwise, the decision continued, citizens’ rights originated
where they always had, with the states. Thus, in the puise of affirming he.
freedmen’s status as national citizens, the ! Slaughterhouse Cases severely
imited the rights for which they could claim federal.pratection.

Three years later came Eiiad States v Criikshanty a case that arose
from the Colfax, Louisiana, massacre oF 1873 Hiscussed earlier. Here, the
court not only overturned the three convictions that federal prosecutors
had managed to obtain against the white perpetrators, but it went on to
state that the postwar amendments empowered Washington to act only
against violations of citizens’ rights by the states, not by individuals—
a repudiation of the expansion of federal criminal jurisdiction embodied in
the Enforcement Acts. The decision made national prosecution, of crimes
%Ewﬁgﬁﬁig%%g@

By the time Cruikshank was decided, in 1876, terrorism had again
reared its head in the South. With norther itment to Reconstruction
waning and_African American assertiveness rising—as evidenced by the
growing number of state and local black officeholaers in the Deep South—

4
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Democrats had both the opportunity and an increased motive to move
agpressively against Republican rule. Democrats in 1873 regained control
of Texas, a state with a large white majority, where the party could win by
mobilizing white voters, without resorting to violence. Elsewhere in the
Gulf states, however, blacks represented 45 percent of the population or
more, and Republicans usually would be favored in 2 fair and peaceful elec-
tion. Thus, I} ged_to illepal metheds. In 1874, the White
League was formed in Louisiana with the avowed purpose of restoring
white supremacy, by violent means if necessary. On September 14, some
3,500 leaguers seized control of city hall and the statehouse in New
Orleans; they withdrew only when federal troops arrived. Republicans

managed to carry Louisiana in the fall elections, but were not so fortunate
in Alabama, where armed bands prevented many blacks from casting bal-
lots on election day. There, thanks to a significant faltoff in Republican
votes in the plantation belt, where most blacks lived, Democrats won con-
trol of the governorship and legislature.

if:the dispatch of troops after the New Ortleans uprising indicated.that

President Grant was not willing to countenance the overt ovesthrow of a
Reconstruction government, events in Alabama wcmwmmﬁmm that he would
not IMEErvene agaimst violence during electoral campaigns, This became
Abundantty clear in 1575, when, thanks to a carefully orchestrated cam-
paign of violence, Democrats overturned the Reconstruction government
of Mississippi. They mobilized nearly the entive white population of the
state with appeals to white supremdcy and protecting the sanctity of the
white family, allegedly threatened by a recent state law banning discrimi-
nation by railroads, hotels, and places of public entertainment. (This,
Democrats insisted, would result in “nunnatural association” between the
races and, eventually, integrated schools and interracial marriage.) But
talk alone did not carry the state. As the fall legislative elections
approached, armed Democratic bands terrorized black communities
throughiout Mississippi. In Yazoo County, several prominent black lead-
ers were murdered, and the shesiff, Albert T. Morgan, a white Ohioan
who had moved to the area after the war {(and compounded his offense by
marrying a black woman), was driven from the region. Democrats
attacked a Republican barbecue at Clinton, and went on to murder some
thirty blacks, among them schoclteachers, ministers, and local Republican
organizers. In Copiah County, the sheriff reported, whites “formed them-

selves into military organizations . . . armed themselves with army guns
and bayoners and cannon,” and prevented blacks from assembling or
campaigning. .

Besieged by requests for protection, Republican governor Adelbert
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— “| Ames asked the

o president  to dis-
patch federal troops. VWA
But- Grant refused,
and northern news-
papers drew atten-

convention of 1868 and the state Senate, Caldwell chaired the local Repub-
lican executive committee. “He was as brave a man as I ever knew,” com-
mented a white Republican associate. But on that day, armed men lay in
hiding, and as Caldwell raised his glass, they shot him in the back.

At tha 7876 fiational Republican convention, Frederick Douglass, who
had labored tirelessly for the party during Reconstructon, pointedly asked W

XY
“Do you mean to make good to us the promises in your constitution?” By. b

tion to one sentence

sholepublic are dred
oout with these annual
Aunmnai...quibr

memo would no longer suppost intervention in the South on behal? of the
former slaves. Their presidential candidate, Governor Rathedora B. Mayes

\lli||ll
of Ohio, pledged in his letter accepring the nomination to bring the South

in the Southee. “the hlessings of honest and capable local self government”—code words
Wmmn_ﬂmm:mmmm% now for an end to Reconstruction. The Demaocrats nomicated Samuel [, Tilden,
fo ooﬁ:mwmiaﬁs!w#. R the governor of New York. ¥t was quite clear that whoever emerged victo-
interference-ea-the rious, Beconstruction was doomed.

A December 1874 illustration in Frank Leslie’s Illns- part of the govern- In the South, Democrats redoubled their efforts to take control of states

trated Newspaper provides a distant and bloodless
perspective on the Vicksburg, Mississippt, White
League’s efforss violently to unseat African American
sheriff Pater Crosby. Afier defeating the sherf} s sup-
porters, armed white bands terrorized the countryside,
murdering hundreds of black cieizens.

ment.” Given this
license by the presi-
dent to_ingimidate,
Premocrats  intensi-

fied their campaign,
oreover, urlike the
Klan’s depredations a few years eatlier, violent bands in 1875 operated
without disguise, as if to flaunt their Jack of fear of legal reprisal. On elec-
tion eve, armed riders warned freedmen they would be killed if they
attemnpted to vote. The following day, whites equipped with a cannon and
rifles drove Dblack voters from the polls at Aberdeen; elsewhere, they
stuffed or destroyed the ballot boxes. “The reports which come to me
almost hourly are truly sickening,” wrote Ames. “The government of the
1.5, does not interfere.”

Braving the campaign of intimidaticn, blacks nzrned out ro vote in most
parts of Mississippi. Where the viclence was most intense, however, the
Republican vote declined precipitously. In Yazoo, only seven ballots were
counted for the party. In the end, Democrats swept control of the legisla-

3

ture, and then forced Ames ro resign under threat of impeachment. Bty

raken place,” Ameswrote, “by force of arms  and-a-raco it

sed.They are to be returned o a condition of serffdom,an-era-of

clution has

isfranc

second slavery.”
Victory did not slake the thirst for violence. On Christmas Day, a white
friend invited freedman Charles Caldwell to share a drink at a store in Clin-

ton. A blacksmith who had represented Hinds County in the constitutional

that still had Reconstruction governments. Their most strenuous effort
took place in South Carolina, where they nominated former Ceonfederate
general Wade Hampton as their candidate for governor. While Hampton
pledged to respect the equal rights of the staie’s African Americans, many
of his supporters, inspired by the example of Mississippi, mrned to violence
to neutralize the considerable black voting majority. At Hamburg, South
Carolina, where Prince Rivers, once a sergeant in Thomas Wentworth
Higginson’s black Civil War regiment, served as trial justice, an altercation
on July 4, 1876, escalated into a battle between the hlack militia and armed
whites under the command of former Confederate general Matthew C.
Butler. In the end, the outnumbered militiamen surrendered, whereupon
five were murdered in cold blood. The Hamburg Massacre demoralized
many Republicans, but it spurred others to emulate their opponents. The
1876 campaignbecame one.of the few times during Reconstrction when
violence originated on both sides. Six white men were killed at Cainhoy,

near Charleston, when armed blacks opened fire on a political meeting. Bar
the campaign of intimidation launched by General Hampton’s “Red

I3

Shirts” dwarfed such events. “Every Democrat must feel honor bound o

control the vote of at least one Negro, by intimidation, purchase, keeping
him away [from the polls] or as each individual may determine,” declared
circulated by Democratic leader Martin W. Gary.
A reign of terror reminiscent of the Ku Khux Klan days spread over

upcountry counties, and the election, one Democratic observer admitred,

2

the “Plan of campaign

? b

I

was “one of the grandest farces ever seen.

»

On a suspenseful election night, it became clear that the result of the

in his reply: ZThe L this time, most Republican leaders had concluded that the northern white } %/.“
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presidential contest hinged on the
returns from Florida, Louisiana,
and South Carolina, which both par-
ties claimed to have carried. After
much confusion, Congress appoin-
ted an _¢lectoral commission, com-
posed gﬁmu five
senators, and five members of the
Supreme Court to adjudicate the
disputed returns: By a seties of 8—
votes, strictly following party lines,

the commission awarded the three
contested states to the Republican,

Hayes, certifying him as victor | Fﬁs

single electoral vote.

Even as the commission mmEuQ..
ated, however, behind-the-scenes
negotiations were under way be-
tween national leaders of the two
parties. Hayes’s representatives
match the black vicrims of the July agreed that if’ he became president,
1876 Hamburg, South Carolina, he would recognize Democratic
Massacre. . control of the entire South and
refrain from further intervention in

In a parody of the meaning of
equality, Harper's Weekly car-
toonist Thomas Nast depicts Jus-
tice demanding white deaths w

southern affairs. He also pledged to place a southerner in the cabinet and to
work for federal aid to the Texas and Pacific Railroad, a transcontinental
line projected to follow a southern route. For their part, Democrats
promised nat o dispute Hayes’s election and to respect the QSHfmmmmm_._E.

LT TN .

8 @/A\ South, blacks exercised sig-
R

omﬁﬂm .omEmn_G.m;r:wﬁmmnosn_:%a %owffimmma or Compro

Democrats took control of Florida, Louisiana, and Sourh Carolina; and
David M. Key of Tennessee was appointed postmaster general. Some were
violated—the Texas and Pacific never got its land grant, and, most omi-
nously, the rriumphant southern Democrats would aever truly recognize

blacks as equal citizens.
Within two months of taking cffice, Hayes ordered federal E.oomum to
stop mh_anm.mnm.mm mﬁmﬁmrosmmm in Lonisiana and South Carolina, thus allo

e

p=P I,

5

ried the state.)

1877. Sbme of its promises were fulfilled—Hayes becums piesident; ..

ing Democratic clAmanE TS Seze THEFva remaining Republican governor--

ships. (Flortd2’s Supreme Court Had eatlier declared a LJemocrat the victor -
in the 1876 gubernatorial election, although it also held that Hayes had car- .

The whole South—every State in the South,” commented
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one former slave,/had go
¢ hands of the very
men who held us as slaves.”

“The long controversy over
e black man,” announced
the Chicago Tribune, “seems
0 have reached a finality.”
xs-ahistOTical process—
the nation’s adjustment to
the destruction of slavery -
\ Reconstruction  continued
well after 1877, But as a

distinct era of national his-
tory, when Republicans con-
trolled much or all of the

nificant political power, and
the federal government ac-
cepted the responsibility for
protecting the fundamental /
rights of all American citi-
econstruction ha

| zens,
i come to an enh

jiﬁ..ﬂn slaves re-
acted in numerous ways to
this turn of events. Emigra-
tion movements such as the

Republican president Rutherford B. Hayesis
portrayed in this cartoon from the sasirical
weekly Puck as the “Modern St. George,”

one organized by Henry Wmmmn.mm. the Sowth from the “misrule” of

: econsiruciion.
Adams in Louisiana were
one expression of a wide-
spread sense of aborted hopes and constricted opportunities. Local organi-

igration) sprang up throughout the South, like the

Liberia Exodus Association of Pinesville, Florida, and the Pilgrem Travel-

ers of Robertson County, Texas. Hundreds of letiers from blacks anxious

. to leave the country poured into the offices of the American Colonization

monQ “The colored man has no home in America,” declared Harrison N,

mo:m%u a teacher mnm‘mmﬁumﬁ minister who organized an emigration move-

-zations devoted to

@

‘faent in South Carolina in 1877. “We have no chance to rise {rom beggars,
Zmn own the capital that we work, who believe that they still have a right to
‘either us or our value from the genera! government.” Bouey sailed for

r_&mnm on the 4zor in 1878, along with two hundred biack Carolinians.
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Most black southerners who contemplated leaving the region, how-
ever, preferred to seek jmproved conditions elsewhere in the United States.
“We are not Africans now, but colored Americans, and are ennitled to
American citizenship,” wrote a correspondent of Senator Blanche K. Bruce
of Mississippi. If blacks could not enjoy this starus in the South, he added,
the government should set aside “one of the States or Territories” for their
settlement. And in 1879 and 1880, an estimated twenty thousand to thirty
thousand African Ameticans ¢ : Pro Kansas, mostly in groups of fam-
ilies from neighborhoods and smail towns scattered throughout the South.
The migrants sought political m@:mm.ﬁrmcnmnnoz against violence, access
ta education. and economic - opportunity-—ina word, the substance of free-
&P%m‘mmm denied them in ﬁw%ﬁ@mﬁmﬂnﬂom&m&
ended. Those promoting the movement, including freedman Henry
Admms and former fugitive slave Benjamin “Pap” Singleton, organizer of a
real estate company, distributed flyers and lithographs picmuring Kansas as
ar: idyllic land of opportunity. Lacking the capital to take up farming, most
migrants ended up working as unskilled laborers in Midwestern towns and
cities. But few chose to return to the South. In the words of one minister

active in the movement, “we had rather suffer and be iree.”
“We wants tabe a people,” two leaders of a Yocal emigration movement
wrote from Mississippi; “we can’t be it here.” Whether their destination
was Africa or Kansas, emigration
e \0.1_ movements reflected the sense of col-

L]
All Golored Peopl lective identity forged in the crucible

TELAT o aTTT T
of slavery, emancipation, and Recon-

mo HD m&zm»m. struction. Being a “people” for these

On September Sth, 1677, refugees from the South meant living
Candoso for $5.00 | where black families could create

: St T communities enjoying economic in-
IO LICE RATIONT.

dependence and political and civil
equality. Until well into the twentieth
century, however, the large majority
of Aftican Americans had littie alter-
native but to remain in the southern
states. For them, the demise of

B i v i o 8 e s econstruction ushered in a period
e recigmice r ptecud By e Coleny- : ot ,
: L af..sharrered—Topes _and limited
O»WWJOHHED:HQM .
Th
e creation of a new system of

race relations in politics, labor, and

Resn.vss, That bs
irer sonl e Trusiees, Pressient—H. M. Bell; Vice Preaidem

e Frum oms 1o fuz Tuadred
2w snd eriber, anal wnp mersier 3l

1oy 45 the cuye may peuire, tu Lee)

JE——

An 1877 handbill urged African 'y
Americans to leave Kentucky and
Jotrn a new serelement in Kansas.
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society at large after Reconstruction did not occur overnight. But the
South’s ..mmm.mmmdmﬂmzlmm the coalition of merchants, planters, and busi-
ness entrepreneurs who now took control of the region’s politics styled
themselves—swiftly moved to undo as much as possible of Recon-
struction. Ta begin with, having promised to reduce taxes and state expen-
dimres, they drastically scaled back the scope and responsibilities of
government. State budgets were sTashed ad-Tes Especially levies on
landed property, diminished. “Spend nothing uiless absolutely necessary,”
Democrat George F. Drew, Florida’s new governor, advised his legislature
in 1877. Throughout the South, spending on schools, hospitals, and other

mgﬁﬁﬁmﬁm. Mz%m:mﬂmomﬂmmmmﬁmw_msmﬂb&m m:%ola\
within the family, Redeemer courts and legislatures also reversed some of
the gains in women’s rights legisiated under Reconstruction. In Missis-
sippi, the courts ruled that Reconstruction laws protecting a woman’s right
to own property in her own name did not allow a married woman who
worked on her husband’s land an independent title to the fruits of her labor.
The crop belonged to the husband, not the wife, regardless of who had
worked in the fields. Property generally owned by white women—Iand

buildings, cash giftss—continued to be protected against her rsm_um:mvm
creditors. But a growing crop was owned by the husband and could be
seized to pay his debis.

Hardest hit were the new public school systems, one of the greatest
achievements of the Reconstraction era. Black schools suffered the most
but education for whites was affected as well. Louisiana spent so little oHH
education that it became the only state in the Union in which the percent-
age of whites unable to read and write actually increased between 1880 and
1900, Simulraneously, the gap between expenditures on black and white
schools widened steadily. In the final year of Reconstruction, for example,

South Carolina’s per capita expenditure on education was $1.85 for white
and black pupils alike. By 1895, the amount spent on whites had risen to
$3.11 per pupil, while for the state’s black majority, it had declined to less
than $1.00. Twenty years later, the figures for Mississippi stood at $8.z0 per
white student, and $1.53 per black. The history textbooks used in sputhern
N@M_m taught.the lessons of white.superiority_and black-backwardness.
Slavery was described as a benign institution that brought a benighted pea-
ple into the heart of Western civilization, and Reconstruction was a tegrible
error, never to be repeated. Many whites opposed maintaining schools for
blacks at all, “What T wanr here is Negroes who can make cotton,” declared
one planter, “and they don’t need education to help them make cotton”—
an attitude reminiscent of the darkest days of slavery.
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Change after the election of 1876 was immediate in labor relations as
well. What one black political leader called “the class legislation of the
Democrats against the race” included vag “entic-
ing” a worker to leave his employment for another job, and criminal penal-
ties for breach of contract. Measures reminiscent of the Black Codes of

186566 authorized the argest.of virtually any person without employment.

st

Unlike the laws oF Presidential Reconstruction, thefiew ones ostensibly
applied to members of both races, otherwise they would have viotated the
Civil Rights Act of 1866 and the Fourteenth Amendment. But they were
enforced in a blatantly discriminatory manner. “p single instance of pun-
ishment of whites under these acts has never occurred,” 2 Tennessee black
convention declared. -

Meanwhile, southern legislatures greatly increased the penalties for
petty crimes, a strategy targeied especially against blacks. Mississippi’s
famous “pig law” defined the thefi of any cattle or swine as grand larceny
punishable by five yearsin prison. “They send [2 man] to the penitentiary if

he steals a chicken,” complained a former slave in Nosth Carolina. As the
. S
nvicts became a lucrative

rancy laws, restrictions on

South’s prison population rose, the leasing of co

husiness. Railroads, mimng companies, and other businesses vied for this

[“\1‘ - - .
of involuntary labor, the vast majority of them blacks impris-

new form
oned for minar offenses. Conditions in labor camps were often barbaric,
* was the

with disease rife and the death rate high. “One dies, get anothex
motto of the system’s architects, since thanks to discriminatory law
enforcement by all-white police forces and the exclusion of blacks from
juries, there seered to.be an endless supply of black convicts to replace

those who perished.

The Radicals’ failure to achieve land reform had_ensured, thar most.

I-.illlll‘.t.'l‘-l.b!'\! .
black southerners would be confined to agricultural labor on white-owaed”
: s

Hmmﬁm%@ﬁﬁ o ka e SHarserappers frequentdy found
themselves in debt at the end of & CFap year. “We matke as much cotton and
sugar as we did when we were slaves,” noted a Texas sharecropper, “and it
does us_as litde good now as it did then.” New laws passed by the
JBedeemer added to %qu@w%vﬁb.@.mﬂww,@ﬁm:m Reconstruction, many.
ctates had awarded tenants the first lien on a crop, with preference aver
merchants ot others to whom landowners owed money. Now, courts ruted
that the tenant was, lepzally speaking, nothing more than a wage laborer,-
with no claim to nonmzmmmoa. until the planter’s other obligations had

been discharged. North Carolina placed the entire crop in the hands of the .5

landlord unsil rent was fully paid, and allowed no challenge te his decision’
as to when the tenant’s obligations had been fulfifted. Throughout the
South, if the planter was heavily in debt to a merchant, the sharecropper
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might end up with nothing. Finally, with Sedemption, the balance of
power at the local level shifted in the planters’ favor in terms of the use of ‘
governmental force. This was clearly mmavnmq%mmgm&mwmmmﬂmmq
é.bm: field laborers in the Louisiana sugar district organized a strike mOm
higheér wages. Planters.called in the militia to force the strikers back to
-work, and the troops stood by as local posses massacred more than ff
workers, effectively ending the walkout, o 7
Under the Redeemers, the rural South sank even furtherinto . overty, a
-trend that would continue into the twentieth century, so-that by wrm I n“m
wﬁ.m,mmmm:n Franklin D. Roosevelt would declare Hrm region %m..nmwwwmum
number one” economic problem. As the most &m.mmﬂmswmm& rural south-
erners, black farmers in the post-Reconstruction decades suffered the most
from the region’s averall condition. .
»."In southern cities, the situation for the descendants of slaves was more
‘no,n.%_mw. The network of institutions whose foundations had been laid
during Reconstruction—schools and colleges, churches, businesses, frater-
.nm;. o.Hmm_,.mu women’s clubs, and the like—served as the msﬁ.mw?:ﬁw;mm for
_,.Tﬂﬂwm and increasingly diverse black urban communities. These institu-
tions also formed the hasis for the rapid mmm_é& of the black middle class
mostly professionals such as teachers and physicians, or businessmen ser v
ing the needs of a black clientele. Even in cities, _aoémaam é
relegated to menial and unskilled employment. Most mﬁwmu black males
worked as manual laborers or as personal servants in white homes. The
__mmmm m.am_.o&ﬁu\ of employed black women labored as laundresses and
domestic workers. A rigidly segmented job marker kept blacks excluded

- from nearly all skilled employment. Black men had little access to supervi-
- sory positions in factories and workshops or to the burgeoning white-collar
.Aﬁmw*.oﬁm of clerks in offices. Black women counld nor find employment as

- setretaries, typists, or department store clerks. - B

ost labor unions, north and south, barred hlacks fj i

- The few exceptions, such as the Knights of Labor, which flourished in the

‘H.w.mo& attracted a large membership of blacks eager to find ailies in the strug-
mﬁm for economic empowerment and respect in the workplace. Althou mw
ﬂo.mﬁ of their local assemblies were segrepated, the Knights hémﬁooamm
E.mwwm as members. Their demise in the 18¢0s left some local unions of
moummwoﬁamz and mine workers with significant numbers of both black
H.& white members. But in most occupations, the few unions that existed in
.m:.w South formed yet another barrier to blacks’ economic advancement

: .Odﬂ.w:“ one historian has written, the New South was “a Smmmnmzm
_m.:.m.mnmmum dotted only by a few rich enclaves that cast little or no light upon
the poverty surrounding them.” Trapped at the bottom of a stagnant econ-
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Afsican American workers prepare sobaceo in Rickmond, Virginia, stripping

stemns from the leaves.

omy, excladed from jobs in the textile factories that burgeoned w.m the
southern piedmont, and denied access to industrial Q.Em__oMBmE in the
North, blacks had few chances to improve their situation in life or ro fuifill
the long-standing desire for land of their own. In the dw@.mn South, eco-
nomic development otfered some oppotmanities—mines, ron furnaces,

and tobacco factories employed black laborers, and becanse a shift from
ers to sell off some of their hold-

tobacco to truck farming encouraged plant .
ings, a good number of blacks managed to acquire land, m_vm.; usually m.Bm:
plots of marginal fertility. Lnthe Deep South, however, African Americans
awned a smaller percentagg of the tand in 1900, than (hey had at the end o

et i

Recqonstruction.

A o et

Neither black voting nor officeholding came to an abrupt end in 1877.
In many states, blacks continued to cast ballots in large numbers, m:ro:.mr
i some states Redeemers solidified their control of stare and local affairs
by redrawing district lines and substituting appointive for elective officiais
in counties with black majorities. In cities such as Mohile, Alabama, blacks
continued to serve on juries after 1877. Small numbers of blacks conrtinued
1o win election to southern legislatures, and a few, representing heavily
black districts, even served in Congress in the 18805 and 1890s. Thanks to

ot

officials in Washi
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Republican control of the White House for most of the years from 1876 to

1912, many African Americans held patronage posts distributed by federal
n. Joseph H. Lee, a graduate of Howard University
Law School who moved to Florida in 1873 and was elected to seven terms
in the state legislature, served as customs collector ar Jacksonville from
1880 to 1913. Robert Smalls, the daring slave pilot who brought his vessel
over to the Union navy during the Civil War, held a string of offices during
and after Reconstruction, He was elected to five terms in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and represented Beaufort County in the Scuth Carclina Con-
stitutional Convention of 189¢, where he spoke out eloquently against the
movement to disenfranchise black voters. . N

Black political leaders cperated in a profoundly altered context after
the end of Reconstruction. Local officials confronted hostile state govern-
ments and national administrations indifferent 1o their constituents’ con- |

-
H

cerns, and black lawmakers found it difficult to exert influence as a tiny !

B el PR =

minority-in Democrati¢-dominated. legislarures. Most black officials no

i

depended for their power on the goodwill of prominent Democrats_or.

patronage dispensed 5yt hﬁ%ﬂ?@pwmmmmﬁdﬂelim;%%é on the
backing.al_a_politically mobilized black community. wmm.fm.mm._lmw?mmﬂmwﬁ

and ambiton, avenues other than
politics—business, the law, the

church—increasingly seemed 1o
offer greater opportunities for
personal advancement and com-
munity service than did politics.
One interesting result was that by
the 189os, black women activists,
including antilynching crusader
Ida B. Wells and temperance ard
women'’s suffrage activist Frances
Ellen Watkins Harper, seemed to
have taken up the banner of politi-
cal leadership abandoned by so
many black men. The National
Association of Colored Women,
founded in 1896, brought together
local and regiona! women'’s clubs
to press for both women’s rights
and racial uplift. Most female
activists emerged from the small

urbzn, black middle class and

7

\&:n&\zq\n.am. crusader [da B, Wells
nmﬂmhﬂ H\wm i\n_h%ﬁ.x\ nﬂwn& GNMU\NE QLHAD mMnNh,%
businessman murdered in Memphis
in 1892
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of “respectable” behavior and demeanor as essential
<0 the struggle for equal rights. BY claiming the mantle of respectability for
black women, they implicitly challenged dominant racial ideologies, which
consigned all blacks to the status of degraded second-class citizens.

In a few areas, enclaves of genuine black polifical power survived the
end of Reconstruction—including Robert Smalls’s bailiwick in the South
low country, the “black second” congressional district of Vir-
ton, Texas, where former slave Norris W. Cuney headed
t made him the state’s most powerful black poliri-

ﬁammorm& the nmnmmmx% i i W
motivation, the aim Ch o1, Sou
. ,theaim, asa arlest s th Omnommmu newspaper declared
was to duce the colored vo o insignifican hi
0 re e the colore te to mnsignificance in every county in u
Stare, and to make clear that the white South “does not d : 0O e
es t desire or intend

ever to include black men among its citizens.”

The result was the virtual elimination of black voting in the South
although sympathetic election officials often aliowed WEB : %ﬁm.. hne
Bmmw the new qualifications to register, the number of eli m&m ér..u o
declined as well. Louisiana, for example, reduced the :E.mw.ma MM mﬁﬁm Moﬂmwm
ers from one hundred thirry thousand to one thousand. But mmmwww HMooh-

Carolina
ginia, and Galves
a mo:&n& machine tha

cian- bemnﬁmﬁmrmﬂﬁmr%w > victorions. Dermocrats fractured, with Tndepen- )

dent movements challenging tax and spending poicies that favored urban send white voters also lost the franchise. In 1898, the Supreme C i ‘

and rural elites at the expense of small farmers. Hb@nbgmgmrmmmwwmm m:..uo_wam.ﬂmm.m the disenfranchisement movement by ruling, in Willia - \ { 7
Mississippt, that the suffrage provisions of the state’s Hmoovnonmmgmowwm w ° w ot

Mobile, for example, black
sin 1885, and were

pot violate the Fifteenth Amendment, since they did not “on their face dis Fort
ST e gt

criminate between the races.” T
Lhe & i
.u.J wnination of almost all black and many white voters not only

e long nineteenth-century rrend-toward universal suffrage, but
. y - :

m_..wO..me.ﬁmm.OH 1 ‘ i i ten |
111 much of the WOEﬂT INto A series Om. roiten UOHOE@TW hY
b

SF% : i it
P gress wonld Jong: wield Tar greater power on

the nati gir i R
e &HOH.E_ scene MerP.ﬁW ir tiny_electorates warranted. '1hé Fourteenth
mendment provided that if an ived a gro
v state deprived a group of male citi
the franchise, it would | i ; e
R 1ld lose part of its representation i
in Congress. But lik
much of th - ituti i isi e so o
e federal Constitution, this provision became a dead letter so far

as African Americans were concerned.

Smmﬁuo:mom._ opportunities for black.voters. In
voters helped one Demaocratic faction with local election
rewarded with the appointment of more black teachers in segregated
th Virginia and North Carolina, blacks took part in interracial
atrol of state government and instituted
1 and more equitable law enforce-
irginia, the Readjuster move-

schools.
coalitions that briefly took co
ﬂo:nwmm.la.m:&c&:m expanded educatio
ment——reminiscent of Reconstruction. In 'V
ment (so named because it calied for reducing payment of the state debt,
which was starving schools and other public responsibilities) brought
together Republicans and dissident Democrats and ousted the Redeemers
from power in 1879. In North Carolina, a coalition of black Republicans
and white Populists took over the state government berween 1894 and 1858.
1n other states as well, @ﬁrww@iﬁ&w.ﬁw&?@ﬁ;@@ﬂmmmwoﬁﬁglﬁwwa%
of éﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@méﬁpﬁw@mm the Democrats = different to their economic

.\\J._z ;.
P mﬁmﬁﬂ@s@gﬂ?ﬁgﬁbﬁmg@. Ry and [rge, their challenge to Em

.?.J!? Redeemers’ moﬁm.nm_ order failed. Butas long as black suffrage survived, 50—
: W too did the possibility of SigHilicmt- litical chanpe within the Sou
P 4 P npe Wit 2

] L\iwosm .dimr disenfranchisement, the 18p0s.save gspread imposi
no o . i
rMm m&MMEﬂWmMmHn MHDE,EDEE. Of course, de facto racial separation
struction schools and many other institudons, and
mEozm ﬂr.m first acts of the Redeemers had been to institntionalize in ot v 1
the principle of separate schools for white and black student w: .Hm s
not until the 18gos that the Supreme Cougt. | o P

landmark decision Plessy

a/ﬁ‘nuwxx} “For nearly a generation after the end of Reconstruction, despire frand, d

& violence, and redistricting, most black southerners continued to cast bal- wﬁfgm its approval 1o stare laws.requiring sepacate. fasifitiesfor

W o4 lots. Beginning in 1390 however, £Yery. smythern state enacted laws or con- Ewﬁﬁ&%ﬁ%w .H..Wm case arose in Louisiana, where the legislature had
enacted a law requiring rajlroad companies to maintain a separate car for

N T . . : .
o nVWA stitutional provisions designed to eliminate the black vote entirely. Since
t prohibited the use of race as a qualification for

A (e Fiftcemih Amendimen
suffrage, these new measures Were ostensibly color-blind. The most popi-

Jar devices included poll taxes, without payment of which a voter lost the

- - (ulll‘\\. . B . ‘IlrullL
franchise; rﬁmwmmum%mmwm:mbmém@Eﬁﬂmem &.m; a _uﬂomm.mnﬁ@m.mm.%ﬁ%ﬁoml
stsate an “understanding” of the state constitution; and stringent residency
m.m_.

requirements.some white leaders presented Teenlranchisement asa - oo
qULLEIIE)

government measure”—a means of ending %m?mzmuioﬂm:nm,mum weml

ing of ballot boxes used against Republicans since 1877. wsﬁérmﬁmdma%m
. . R A A

Mmow passengers. Horer Eﬂ&m a local shoemaker and an official of the
1 ew ?SG Sincere, an organization formed in 1887 to promote public ed
. n_mzoz in New Orleans, challenged his exclusion from a Sw:m%om_%n MHMH
no Mwwmwww.nw”mn& moH.Bm.n black Reconstruction officials organized the
S EMM_EW@U ﬁw_nr filed a cour mwmzmmmﬁ. The issue was not sim-
Py comlort e traveling, _NE the implications for the idea of equal citi-
p of “caste legislation” of any sort. To argue the case before th
Supreme Court, the commiitee hired Albion W. Tourgée, a native of O:.m
who as a judge during Reconstruction had waged a n“ocammmocm Wmn__m




. @ tion, segregation was part of m%

“ whites violated the Fourteenth Amendment’s guarantee of equal protec-
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against the Ku Klux Klan. “Citizenship is national and knows no color,”
Tourgée asserted. The state’s requirement that blacks be segregated from

tion before the law.But in ad_8—1

decision, the Courtupheld the law, argu-
ing that separate facilies were not discriminatory so long as they were
“separate but equal.” The lone dissenter, John Marshall Harlan, hurled at
e majority the oft~quoted dictum: “Qur Constitution is col ind.”

More than simply an interpretation of the equal protection clause, Har-
lan’s dissent was a rumination on the meaning of freedom and citizenship
in a racialized democracy. Segregation, he insisted, sprang from whites’
conviction that they were the “dominant race” (a phrase employed by the
Court’s majority), and this violated the principle of equal liberty spawned
by the Civil War and institutionalized during Reconstruction.

As Harlan predicted, the Plessy decision EWEM%@M%& hysate
laws mandating raci EFanon. n.svery. aspect of life, from schools to
hospitals, waiting rooms to toilets, drinking fountains to cemeteries. In
some states, taxi drivers were forbidden by law to carry members of differ-
ent races at the same time. But more than simply a form of racial separa-
of white domination, in

which each component—disenfranchisemeny, unequal economic status,

L. 12 cconomic A

inferior educarion—reinforced. the.others. The system’s major premise,
as Dunbar Rowtand, a Mississippi historian, explained in 1903, was that
no black person would ever
“be accepted as an equal no
matter how great his future
advancement.”{ The poift wa
Taoe 35 tuch to keep the races)

2,

anart as to ensure that when
ey came into contact with
rach other, whether in poli-

ics, labor relations, or social |
life, whites held the upper”

hand. [T Ciow,/a term that

ommmwmﬁmm as the name of
stock character in nineteenth~
century minstrel shows, be-
came a popular shorthand for
racial sepregation, and more
generally for the South’s all-
encompassing system of ra-
cial inequality.

John Marshatl Harlan
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Thaose-blacks who sought ro_challenge the system, or who refused to
accept docilely the insults and demands for demeaning behavior that were
a daily feature of life, faced not only overwhelming political and legal

power, but also the very real threar of violest reprisal. Between 1880 and
1968, nearly ﬁ.o_um persons were lynched in the United States, the vast
majority of them black men in the South. Some fynchings cccurred secretly
at night; others were advertised in advance and attracted huge andiences of
onlookers. In 1899, Sarm Hose, 2 plantation laborer who killed his employer
in self-defense, was brutally murdered near Newnan, Georgia, before two
thousand onlookers, some of whom' arrived on a special excursion train
from Atlanta. The crowd watched as Hose’s executioners cut off his ears,
fingers, and genitals and burned him alive, and then fought over “sou-

1l

venirs,” such as pieces of his bones. Law enforcement authorities made no
effort to prevent the lynching or to bring the assailants to justice. Like
many victims of lynchings, Hose was retrospectively accused of raping 3
white woman,

a deed almost universzlly consideted by white southerners
as justification for{EXfralegal vengeance. J

a new &MWMM of racial subordination had
come into being in the South. In the words of the black historian Rayford
Logan, blacks occupied a © of the “edifice of national
unity,” and “ . . were carved Exploitation, Disfranchise-
ment, Segregation, Discrimination, Lynching, Contempt.” But the white

By the turn of the century,
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The Zesurgence of racism Yyas both cause and effect of the nation’s )
abandonment of the Reconstrucrion ideal of color-blind citizenship. I
racism helped to undermine Reconstruction by offering a convenient

explanation for southern governments” “failures,” the relegadion of blacks

* to the position of an economically dispossessed and potitically disempow-

ered caste fit neatly with the general pattern of racial thinking in the fate
nineteenth century. By rgoo, the language of “race”—race conflict, race
feeling, race problems—had-assumed-a~ceatral place in Americap public
dife, more central, in fact, than durine the days of slavery. The suppased
inbotn capacity of one gr another “race”—a term applied not only to
blacks but to Italians, Jews, Slavs, and other “new immigrants” then enter-
ingthe country, as well as to mythical constructs such as “Anglo-Saxons™—
was commonty invoked to explain everything from the standard of living
«of various groups of ‘workers to the worldwide dominance of European
powers in the age of imperialism. Just as individual character was thought
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South did not create the new system of white supremacy.alone. The effec- q.ﬁwf.._, ,ﬂ
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to explain success or failure in the economic marketplace, racial” and

“national” character—ierms used more or less interchangeably—took on
an ever larger role in explaining historical outcomes. Nativists claimed that
WBBmmhmmc: weakened the fiber of American society by allowing “infe-
rior” races to outnumber sturdy Anglo-Saxons. Meanwhile, the boundaries
of nattorheed.and citizenship, ex mmmmm S0 &nmamﬂnmm& in the mmmaammy

.
of.the Civil War, contracted. mmmBEsm in 1882, for example, Congress

— s

" excluded Chinese immigrants from entering the country. In 1898, the tri-

umphant appearance of the United States on the world stage as an imperial
power during the Spanish-American War—in which northern and south-
ern whites fought side by side, while biacks continued to be relegated to
segregated units—reinforced the identification of democracy and nation-
hood with notions of racial superiority. Anglo-Saxons would now take up

the “white man’s burden” of spreading liberty and self-government

throughout the world. Whether in the newly acquired territories of Puerto
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imperialism is questioned in this 1899 cartoon, “The

White (7) Man's Burden.”
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Rico and the Philippines or in the South, the domination of nonwhite peo-
ples by white Americans was part of the progress of civilization,

Beginning in 1890, prominént white educators and reformers, includ-
ing ex-president Hayes, who had driven the final nzil irito the coffin of
Reconstruction, met periodically at Lake Mohonk, New York, for confer-
ences on the Z%,.wno @zmmu@k\ The participants concluded that blacks’
haracter,” and that self-help,
not national assistance or political agitation, offered the best route to racial
progress. No blacks were present at the conferences. The only discordant
note was sounded by former Reconstruction judge Albion W. Tourgée,
who observed that those participating cught to devote some attention to
the “white” preblem, since “the hate, the o %Hmmmuom the injustice, are all
on our side.” Tourgée’s, however, was a jﬁm VOICEN

Even within the black community, promifigit Teaders took to emphasiz-
ing econamic self-help and individual advancement into the middle class as
an zlternative to popular mobilization and political agitation. Symbolizing
the change was the juxtaposition, in 18¢5, of the death of Frederick Doug-
lass with Booker T. Washington’s widely praised speech at the Atlanta
Cotton States and International Exposition vrging blacks to adjust to seg-
regation and forgo agitation for civil rights and suffrage. Like Douglass,
Washington had been born a slave, but as a young man during Reconstruc-
tion, rather than becoming involved in politics, he had studied at Hampron
Institute, a newly established vocational training center for blacks in Vir-
ginia. Washington imbibed the ethos of Hampton’s founder, General
Samuel Armstrong, which emphasized that obtaining farms or skilled jobs
was far more important to African Americans just mBmHmBM from slavery
than the rights of citizenship.

In his Atlanta speech, Washington explicitly repudiated the abolitionist-
Reconstruction tradition embodied by Douglass, which stressed ceaseless
agitation for full equality. It was more important, Washingron dec
blacks to “prepare” themselves for the exercise of citizenship rights Ems o
mmww%mu.wﬂhbné ugrh amnﬁmﬂwgm AT urmhﬂmgmmwoz
accepted that as well: “In all the things that are purely social we can be as
separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual
progress.” “The whole future of the Negro,” Washington declared in his
autohiography, Up from Slavery, rested not on the premarure exercise of

?

- political power, but “upon the question as ro whether or not he should

make himself, through his skill, intelligence, and character, . . . of undeni-
able value to the community.”

Given economic independence, political rights would soon follow,
Washington insisted. But in the meantime, blacks should accept withour
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challenge their second-class starus, while seeking the assistance of white
mB/EoI%» $and philanthropists who, in a land wracked by labor turmoil and
unchecked foreign immigration, would value blacks as a docile, depend-
able labor force. Indeed, Washington's ascéndancy depended in large part
on his success in channeling aid from white philanthropists—the Carne-
gies, Rockefellers, and Peahodys of the North—to his center for vocational
education, Alabama’s Tuskegee Institute, and to black politicians and
newspapers that supported his program. But his base in the black commu-
nity also arose from a sense that frontal assaults on white power were suici-
dal, and from the desire of the emerging black middle class for recognition
as the true leaders of the race.

Years later, black wrirer Blyden Jackson recalled growing up in early-
twentieth-century Louisville, Kentucky, a city in many ways typical of the

v e s

5.3 divided society. H.Wmnm was the world “where white

folks _Emm . the Louisville of the downtown hotels, the lower floors of
the big movie houses .
only as a humble client or a menial custodian.” Then there was the black
world, “the homes, the people, the churches, and the schools,” where
“everything was black.” “I wbnﬁa _mn_mmmu later recalled, “that there were

. the inner sanctums of offices where I could go

unfulfilled at the dawn of the rwensieth century. “The slave went free;”
W. E. B. Du Bois would later write in Black Reconstruction in America,
“stood.a-brief moment in4hesunzand then moved back mmmE .Bém& shawv-

...... ot e

ery.” To be sure, %mﬁ&m of nrmu/@mmm_m »@@Mmm.immtmmmﬁ_ﬁaz reversed.

Despite ‘the North’s complicity in segrepation and disenfranchisement, the

South’s_racial system..remained.cegional, notnaronal. Segregation was
pervasive in the North (although by custom, not law), but northern blacks

retained the right to vote, a matter of considerable importance once migra-

tion from the South began in significant numbers. Although black scheols
and colleges remained woefully underfunded, education continued to be
available to most African Americans. And the autonomous family and
church,

tion, remained vital forces in black life, and the springboard from wiich

future challenges tg racial injustice would emerge. Finally, although mﬁadu :

ously violated, the laws and nczmnEnommH mme&BmEm of Becon,
7o Charles Sumner had once
called them, ready to be reawakened.when.the struggle for racial justice

revived. -

remained-on-the-]

When the Reconstruction Act of 1867 was passed, graniing southern

blacks the right to vote for the first time in American history, Senator Tim-

illars_of the black community that emerged during Reconstruc-
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othy Howe, a Wisconsin Republican, wrote to his niece, “we have cut loose
from the whole dead past and have cast our anchor out a hundred years.”
Howe proved meore prescient than he could have imagined in the heady
days of 1867, After the end of Reconstruction, it would ﬂme :mml% a cen-
wry for the nadon to bepin
potitical and economic agenda, and with the continuing struggle for gen-

ulfj€ freedom by the descendants of slavery.




