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‘ Agsignmel1t overview: For this as
A analyais of how the author

Topic 3: Read 'ibe'short story "The Loth

0 the theme the author wants to express t

. ‘ English 121 Final Essay- Literary Analysis

Assignment requiréments:
* 2-3pagesin length
e MLA formatting
& Works cited page

signment, you will choose one of the

assigned short stories and write
uses symbolism and theme to convey their intended message to their
readers, g

ymbolism, theme; chzimcterizatiun, tone, irony, and point of view to help you
tion, you will be | acticing elose reading with a guided reading that I will

ouwill be learning ahout s
‘with your analysis. In addi
provide.

Essay topics- Choose ane topie from the five ch ces below to write your analysis.
3 i Il

Topic I: Read the short story °g

the author uses the syimbols

irony to convey the message

by Kate Chopin looking closely at symbolism and how

e of the story. Analyze how Chopin uses symbolism and
et to take away from the story.

t0 convey the ﬂ;éxh
she wants the read

Topic 2: Read the ;hmjtfstﬁ@ ,“V'I"iilefé'
symbelism, imagery, and Dpersonifica
r 7 bouttechrjﬂiogy; =

ins® by Ray Bradbury looking closely at
Y serve as catalysts for Bradbury’s theme, or

‘Jz'Lc.kson looking at theme, symbolism, and the
rom generation to generation without any examination.
with questioning autherity and protesting. The fact that
something has been done for many years

and by many Deople does not make it automatically right, In
your essay explore how Jackson highlights this through the use of symbolism and theme. =

role of fraditions. A lotof traditioné are passe
Even in today's society, people have prablents

Topic4: Read “The Tell-Tale Heart” closely looking af the irony, symbolism,
story. Is the beating of the heart in “The Tell-Tale Heart” real or imagined? H
your finding remembering to give clear Textual evidence to support your cl;
the narrator can hear the beating of the heart.

and juxtapesition in the
ow do you know? Explain
aim on whether anyone but

Some reminders!

Your paper must be more than a book report—
(Ihave read these stories multiple times-

do not summarize the stories for more than 2-3 senfences.
analysis—rather than focusing on what is

1 DO NOT need much summary), You need to hit at
happening, ask yourself "why is what is happening important
0 me? How does that author accomplish expressing that?*

i

1 tell me something that happened in the story, your next sentence needs to show me evidence of it
e ‘(‘;uote from the story). Then you need to explain why that event or sentence or quote is =
ortant to your argument (how does if prove the thesgis?)
I I it

Jout the story you want to analyze, and then asl yourself these questions:

f

\‘g’\

.
S

i

il ,\.L.\L

i T h}\‘





image8.jpeg
If vou tell me something that happened in the story, your next sentence needs to show me evidence of it
(a direct quote from the story). Then you need to exp

) lain why that event or sentence or quote is
Important to your argument (how does it prove the thesis?).

Think about the story you want to analyze, and then ask yourself these questions:

-Who is the main character?

-What is the conflict he/she faces?

-How does helshe develop as a result of that conflict?

-What dominant idea does that development support or represent (theme)?

-How does the author construct the story with literary elements in order to support that theme?

Remember, you are explaining and arguing to your reader how the author constructs a story— you are
not telling them what happens in the story. You are telling them why what happens is important to the
author's theme.

Typical literary analysis outline:

Introduction paragraph- Introduce the story, author, and give A BRIEF (two sentence summary of your
story, thesis statement.

Body paragraphs (three)- Each body paragraph will have:
-Topic sentence- telling your reader

-Background of what is happening

shat evidence you will be examining
n the story, if needed.
-Evidence from the text (direct quote in quotation marks and cited correctly)

-Analysis of evidence: part 1: explain the guote in your own words, part 2: show HOW this evidence
connects to your thesis.

-Concluding sentence/ transition sentence
Conclusion:
-Summarize main points made in body paragraphs, restate thesis, ending remark (the “so what?") piece.

Timeline of assignments:
i‘Rez\d the PPT on literary terms and take the guiz

*Do the close reading of both stories (“Story of an Hour" and “There will Come Soft Rains”) and complete
the attached assignments.

*Choose the story you will be analyzing be prepared to discuss your topic in live class

*View writing a literary analysis thesis worksheet
*Writing thesis workshop

*How to incorporate evidence into your essay

*Watch the finding evidence to support your claim video

*Uge the graphic organizer to complete your outlines
* Begin working on draft

*Drafts due to the discussion board by»
*Respond to TWO peers in the discussion board
*Final drafts of literary analysis are due on Monday,
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Topic 1: Read the short story “Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin looking closely at symbolism
and how the author uses the symbols to convey the theme of the story. Analyze how
Chopin uses symbolism and irony to convey the message she wants the reader to take away
from the story.

Topic 2: Read the short story “There will come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury looking closely at
symbolism, imagery, and personification and how they serve as catalysts for Bradbury's
theme, or warning, about technology.

Topic 3: Read the short story “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson looking at theme, symbolism,
and the role of traditions. A lot of traditions are passed from generation to generation
without any examination. Even in today’s society, people have problems with questioning
authority and protesting. The fact that something has been done for many years and by
many people does not make it automatically right. In your essay explore how Jackson
highlights this through the use of symbolism and theme.

Topic 4: Read “The Tell-Tale Heart” closely looking at the irony, symbolism, and juxtaposition
in the story. Is the beating of the heart in “The Tell-Tale Heart” real or imagined? How do
you know? Explain your findings remembering to give clear textual evidence to support your
claim on whether anyone but the narrator can hear the beating of the heart.
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Literary analysis essay format

e Introduction paragraph
e THREE body paragraphs (your three reasons/examples)
e Conclusion
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Literary analysis essay format

e Introduction paragraph
o Your hook
Introduction to the story (author and title)
BRIEF summary of your story
Thesis statement

o O O
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Literary analysis essay format

e Body Paragraphs (Three)
o Topic sentence- what are you going to discuss in the
paragraph?
Intro to quote, if needed
Direct quote from the text
Explanation of the quote in your own words

ANALYSIS of the quote- HOW does it prove your thesis?
Transition to the next paragraph

o O O O O
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Literary analysis essay format

e Conclusion
o Restate your thesis in a new way
o Summarize the points you made
o Leave your reader with a last statement of what the theme is

and how you proved it!
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You must cite all quotes in MLA format!!!

-In-text citations:

“Here is the quote from your story” (last name 9).

-Works Cited:

Smith, Sue. "The Story Name." New York: Penguin, 2000. The Site of]

Stories (italicized). Web. 3 March 2013,





Literary analysis essay format

« Introduction paragraph




