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Katherine comes home from a party smelling of marijuana. When you ask about it, she looks
you in the eye and says, "l would never get high or take street drugs because | am an athlete
and | wouldn't want it to affect my health and my performance."

You figure she is going to try marijuana sooner or later, but you believe her statement
about staying healthy, and praise her for that attitude.

You say "thanks for letting me know" but remind her that your family policy is against
drugs, marijuana and underage drinking.

You say, "Thank you for telling me. However, | think you did try marijuana, and this is

@® against our rules, so you are grounded for a week." You also forbid Katherine to go to a
party with that particular group of friends for a month.

You say, "that's cool. | agree with your attitude. It's OK to try it once or twice, but don't
make a habit of it."
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Katherine is occasionally moody, more often it seems from something that happened outside
the home, rather than anything you did. Your partner bases some of his responses to Katherine
on an article, "How to get along with your teen" that he read online. Whenever the moodiness

happens you say something sympathetic and remain available for conversation, but give
Katherine her space.
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Katherine says that after visiting her friend's place of worship a few times, she has decided to
attend with the friend, even though it is different from the family's usual place of worship.

You and your partner are supportive of Katherine's decision.

You and your partner are okay with Katherine's decision and even ask to attend with her

so you can learn about your child’s new faith group.

You are skeptical that Katherine’s commitment will last for a long time, but agree to be
open-minded.

You gently try to change her mind because you think the family should go to the same
place or worship.
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Katherine has been dating someone for 2 months now. You and your partner are worried.
Katherine says that she's in love, and you're nervous that Katherine may be rushing into a
relationship before either of them are old enough, especially if it involves sex.

You have a talk with Katherine and try to convince her that she should wait until they are

® more mature, and more sure of the relationship to engage in sex. However, just in case,
you talk to Katherine about safe sex, condoms, and birth control.

You think if you try to talk to Katherine about sex, she will just push you away. Instead you
go looking through Katherine's room for clues as to whether or not she is having sex.

You have a talk with Katherine and state your complete opposition to pre-marital sex. You
also tell her that she cannot go out with the boyfriend.

You have a talk with Katherine and as a result, you trust her to make the right decision.
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One of Katherine's friends identifies as a gay male. He recently came out to his parents who
were upset and unaccepting.

Katherine suppors her friend in getting connected to the LGBTQ community for support.

You call the friend's parents hoping you can all discuss and find a way to support their
child.

You invite Katherine's friend for dinner and assure them both it will be okay.

You've never really had to deal with such a topic, but as a parent figure, you gladly listen
and ensure Katherine's friend is safe.

Submitted on: 3/30/21 1:17 AM

\‘ t
Y, ex

Copyright © 2021 Pearson Education Inc. All rights reserved. Accessibility | Recommended Systems and Browsers v





image2.png
Tr ons X @ MyVirtuallife

C @ myvirtuallife.com

Katherine

Select Age

18 years 1 month - ez 4

As Katherine heads into her next set of adventures, you reflect on your relationship with her at
this point in both of your lives. You've been an authoritative parent, but really emphasized
discipline more than affection and warmth. Reflecting on this, you notice that Katherine is not
quite as close to either parent as you would have liked, but you think that will come in time. The
important thing for now is that she has learned to respect you both and to live within the
boundaries you have set.
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Based on the family finances, Katherine will be able to start at her four-year college of choice in
the fall. She will work part-time and during the summers, in addition to taking some loans to
help the family meet college expenses. She starts right in with a summer job.
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Katherine comes home after curfew. You notice the next day that there is a dent on the right
front fender of the car. You spoke with Katherine last night when she got home and she said
that everything was fine and the only reason she was late was because she had to drop off a
few friends.

You wait until Katherine comes home from school the next day and you point out the dent
and she confesses that she hit a trash can in her friend's driveway. You tell Katherine that

®
there is no excuse for not telling you last night and that she will have to pay the insurance

deductible out of her earnings and allowance.

You ask Katherine about the dent and give her a chance to explain, because you figure she
was too scared to tell you last night. She blurts out what happened and apologizes. You
say you don't have the money in the budget to pay the insurance deductible so she will
have to save the money to pay it or just live with the dent.

You take away Katherine's driving privileges for a week for being past curfew, being so
careless with driving and particularly for not telling you, even though Katherine explains
that she was too scared to tell you last night and was going to tell you today.
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One of Katherine's friends identifies as a gay male. He recently came out to his parents who
were upset and unaccepting.

Katherine suppors her friend in getting connected to the LGBTQ community for support.

You call the friend's parents hoping you can all discuss and find a way to support their
child.

vite Katherine's friend for dinner and assure them both it will be okay.

You've never really had to deal with such a topic, but as a parent figure, you gladly listen
and ensure Katherine's friend is safe.
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You adopted a puppy from a shelter last week and are still thinking of a name for him.
Katherine is enjoying training the dog and playing with him.
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