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4) Final Research Proposal (Due 12/3), worth 25% of course grade

Requirements for each section of the paper (rubric distributed later):

L. Specific Aims of Project (1/2 to one page):

In this introductory section, you should address what the proposed research will attempt
to accomplish. Also include the following in this section:

» Discuss the importance or relevance of the topic you wish to study, providing
evidence with citations. The evidence can be from peer-reviewed sources or from
popular materials. This would be a good place to include statistics about the topic
and/or gaps that exist in research about the topic.
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° Astatement of the research question that guides the study and definitions of
Concepts in the research question that would not be immediately clear to an outside
reader. For example, in the first example, you would need to define “first generation
college student,” “social network,” and “higher educational institutions.”

II. Literature Review (3 -4 pages):

g:il;):hs section of th.e assigpment, you include a condensed and revised version of your

s elteradture Rgv1ew assignment; [ expect that you will havg made the necessary :

will ﬂglusstarn TEVlswns that were suggested on the graded version. The literature review

et o at?d ow your 'research qugstlon fits into the existing research on your topic. This

o literafc)u be (_)rgamz.ed t_hEmatlcally, rather than as a summary of each article. The
ure reviews will discuss and relate the themes that you identified in the articles

to one another.

I1. Plan for Data Collection and Analysis (3-4 pages):
For this section of the assignment, you will need to do the following:

1) Choosg a qualitative data collection strategy (interview, ethnography, content
analysis, mixed methods) that aligns with your methodology and explain why you
this strategy is appropriate for your proposed study.

2) Explain each step of data collection using this method. Use and cite course readings
to support your explanations.

a. Whatkind of sample are you using?

b. How will you select your sample?

c. Will you need to get permission from any institutions to collect your data?

d. How will you address the issue of gaining Human Subjects permission and
securing informed consent?

How will you ensure confidentiality?
f.  What types of data will you collect? Interviews? Content analysis? Be specific

and include questions if you plan to do interviews, explain how you will
fieldnotes if you are conducting ethnography, etc.
re you going to collect demographic information from your

®

collec
g. Howa

participants?
What processes will you need to undertake to make your data analyzable? In

order to address this issue, you will need to explain the form in which your
data will be prior to analysis, i.e,, field notes, interviews, etc., and explain the
processes that are required to make these data analyzable.

IV. Conclusion (Half to one page)
This section should wrap up your proposal, restate the research you want to conduct and

the contributions that you hope it will make to knowlege in sociology.

V. Bibliography
All sources cited throughout the proposal need to be included in the bibliography. Students

can use either APA or ASA style. Sources should be listed alphabetically by the last name of
the first author.








