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Carrie Chapman Catt, a longtime .campaigner for voteg for v, A
as president of the National American Women Suffrage ASSOCiate*n’ SerVed
1900 t0 1904 and again from 1915 t0 1920. Many womep, ACctiviy, 1}?11 o
Jssociated with the pacifist movement and opposed Americyy, ) aq be,
World War L. In 1917, Catt shocked them by announcing the assont. y.lnto
support for the Wilson administration and American partiCipati:at.lon’S
World War L. Catt reasoned that by taking part in the way effort VVn in
would finally win the right to vote. » WOmgy,
In the winter of 1917, Catt addressed Congress urging SUppory for
constitutional amendment to enfranchise women. To bolgtey i a
ment, she invoked the nation’s founding principles, and Wilsons o :;iu
that the United States was the leader in the worldwide struggle for de;l
racy. Catt’s strategy bore fruit when Congress in 1918 approve the Nin:‘C‘
teenth Amendment, which became part of the Constitutign tWo years

later.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE IS INEVITABLE. .
First, the history of our country. Ours is a nation born of revolutigy

of rebellion against a system of government so securely entrenched
in the customs and traditions of human society that in 1776 it
seemed impregnable. From the beginning of things, nations had
been ruled by kings and for kings, while the people served and paid
the cost. The American Revolutionists boldly proclaimed the here-
sies: “Taxation without representation is tyranny.” “Governments
dt?rive their just powers from the consent of the governed.” The colo-
1151$ won, and the nation which was established as a result of their
victory has held unfailingly that these two fundamental principles
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of democratic government are not only the spiritual source of our
national existence but have been our chief historic pride and at all
;imes the sheet anchor of our liberties.

Eighty years after the Revolution, Abraham Lincoln welded those
WO maxims into a new one: “Ours is a government of the people,
by the people, and for the people.” Fifty years more passed and the
president of the United States, Woodrow Wilson, in a mighty crisis of
the nation, proclaimed to the world: “We are fighting for the things
which we have always carried nearest to our hearts: for democracy,
for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their
own government.”

All the way between these immortal aphorisms political leaders
have declared unabated faith in their truth. Not one American has
arisen to question their logic in the 141 years of our national existence.
However stupidly our country may have evaded the logical applica-
tion at times, it has never swerved from its devotion to the theory of
democracy as expressed by those two axioms....

Wwith such a history behind it, how can our nation escape the
logic it has never failed to follow, when its last unenfranchised class
calls for the vote? Behold our Uncle Sam floating the banner with
one hand, “Taxation without representation is tyranny,” and with
the other seizing the billions of dollars paid in taxes by women to
whom he refuses “representation.” Behold him again, welcoming the
boys of twenty-one and the newly made immigrant citizen to “a
voice in their own government” while he denies that fundamental
right of democracy to thousands of women public school teachers
from whom many of these men learn all they know of citizenship
and patriotism, to women college presidents, to women who preach
in our pulpits, interpret law in our courts, preside over our hospitals,
write books and magazines, and serve in every uplifting moral and
social enterprise. Is therea single man who can justify such inequal-

ity of treatment, such outrageous discrimination? Not one....
Second, the suffrage for women already established in the United

States makes women suffrage for the nation inevitable. When Elihu



voices of Freedom

i ican Society of Internationa] Fav
y df

jent of the AMET . -
Root, as preside Washington, April 26, 1917, .. ;

| meeting 1N
the eleventh annua . .
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411 democratic Of ,]1 Prussian. There can be.z no ‘Cf)mpromise;’ he
voiced a general truth. PreciseI}{ the same intuition has already
taught the blindest and most hostile .foe of womar.l suffrage that oy,
not long continuea condition under which government

half its territory rests upon the consent of half of the people and iy

the other half upon the consent of all the people; a condition which
grants representation to the taxed in half of its territory and denies
:+ in the other half; a condition which permits women in some states
to share in the election of the president, senators, and representa-
tives and denies them that privilege in others. It is too obvious to
require demonstration that woman suffrage, now covering half our
territory, will eventually be ordained in all the nation. No one will
deny t. The only question left is when and how will it be completely
established.

Third, the leadership of the United States in world democracy
compels the enfranchisement of its own women. The maxims of the
Declafation were once called “fundamental principles of govern-
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ratification in your own state, in order that the women of our nation
may be endowed with political freedom before the next presidential
election, and that our nation may resume its world le adership in
democracy.

Woman suffrage is coming—you know it. Will you, Honorable

Senators and Members of the House of Representatives, help or hin-
der it?
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d, “The Great Migration” (1 ?17)

131. Rubie Bon
» (1917). Reprinted by permission

Source: Rubie Bond, “The Great Migration
of the Beloit College Archives.

World War I redrew the racial map of the United States. With immigra-
tion from Europe suspended, northern employers for the first time offered
n blacks. The result was the Great Migration, in
which tens of thousands of African-Americans left the rural South in the
hope of finding greater opportunities in cities like New York and Chicago.
In 1917, when she was ten years old, Rubie Bond moved with her parents
from Mississippi to Beloit, Wisconsin, where her father found work in a
factory. Over half a century later, in 1976, Bond related her experiences as
part of an oral history project documenting the migration of African-
Americans to Beloit throughout the twentieth century.

industrial jobs to souther
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your family decided to leave Mississipp;,
- Hoy

hy was it made?
offered better opportunities for blacks. Joh, i
adistant cousin, came and explained about con ditionccor |
d mother decided to come. ... S, her,
I'pe heard that ecruiters were often in danger in Mississippi if the, .

rs for northern companies. Do you recall hy,, A
this job that he was doing? €ve

LUQS thqt

r

ny of the blacks would leave the farms 3¢ nigh
and walk for miles. Many of them caught the train to come NOrtht
come to Beloit at @ little place called Ecru, Mississippi. Usually the);
would leave with just the clothes on their backs. Maybe the day before

they would be i the field working and the plantation owner wouldn’t
Jnned to go and the next day he would goand

even know that they pl
the little shanty would be empty. These people would have taken off

and come up here.
Was there  fear that the plantatio

couldn’t leave?
That's very true. They wouldn't Plantation owners had much to lose.

These people were illiterate and they had to depend on the plantation
owner. He would give them so much flour for use during the year,
cornmeal or sugar or that sort of thing and then at the end of the year
you would go to settle up with him and you would always be deeply in
debt to him. That was his way of keeping people. You never got out of
debt with him. And that's the way it was with my dad and this fellow,

M. Stiggel.

Yes. I know that ma

n owner wouldn’t let them go or that they

o, many of the peaple whho left were legally in debt and could have been forced
ed?

to stay in Mississinni? Di ‘
ay in Mississippi? Did you know of any istances where that happen

No, bec
plantat?::e they would leave at night. They would leave when the
Owner wasn't around. Of course, they needed these work-
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- ers to work the cotton fields, that sort of th

| . ing, But many of them
. Jeft under those circumstances, | | :

= Now, as a young girl, did you agree with this decision to move North? Did
W you think it was a good idea?

B Yes. ! think I'did. Because even ag 3 child I think I was pretty sensi-

~ tive to a lot of the inequalitieg that existed between blacks and

- whites, and I know that after we came here my mother and dad used

R 1o tell me that if I went back to Mississippi, they would hang me to
' the first tree.. ..

What role did the church play in Your early life in Mississippi?

Well, I think the church played a very important part in the life of
all blacks in Mississippi because it was a religious center as well as
social. That was one place that they could go and meet and discuss

their problems. Relax. So just the—their big picnics and big church
meetings they used to have.

I'might tell about the type of house we lived in. We lived in a little
three-room house. There were two big rooms with a fireplace in
between ... the fireplace on each side of the partition, and one was
where we lived and the other my mother kept for company, and I
remember the embroidered bedspreads and pillow shams and that
sort of thing that she had in there. And the third little room wasg the
kitchen, where we had the old wood stove, and my sister and | would
gather up the wood for cooking. Whenever they would have one of
these big church meetings, usually, some minister or some delegate
or somebody from the church would come to oyr house 3
would have this one room that we were permitted tg Peep in once 3
week. But the church did, it served as a gathering place fo

' i I people
and they had many union meetings for example betweep mostly
Methodist and Baptist faiths. ...

nd they

Given the opportunities that were available in the North, why gig anyon
A e ’ :
decide to stay In Mississippi?
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think thatit wasa lack of knowledge of about why; th

Well, 1

had to offer until these agents came there to get them t, Ce NOIth
0

here to work. Me ?

, were leaving at least few of your relatives and friends behing i
. Hy,

Yo
eovple that you left behind and ’
peop f weren’t evey oing,

did you feel about those
see again?
Well. I think it comes back to a matter of trying to exist, really

; ’ 2
trying to improve your own lot. nd
Were there any differences that you noticed between those people who Jef

and those people who stayed?

No. Not really.

Were the people who left more ambitious or anything like that?

No. I think not, because many of those who stayed had either begun
to acquire a small plot of land or something like that and there were
black tradesmen, like I say, the carpenters and the masons and that
sort of thing, who had been able to improve their own lot in Missis
sippi. And many of those stayed and some came North. Most of
these people, I think, that came North at first were people who

hadn’t been able to acquire anything.
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1n the new, densely populated black ghettos created in the wake of th

: _\ligraﬁon* disappointment with conditions in the North ins i:e(; t 'Z i

L pre ad support for a separatist movement launched by Marcfs G i

| cent immigrant from Jamaica. Throughout the world, Garve a;ivlfty ’c‘;

' the war had inspired movements for national self-determinati(})’rf——ine A

. [reland, eastern Europe, and Europe’s Asian and African colonies. Blacks. h

insisted, should enjoy the same internationally recognized identi.ty enjo ’eg

| by other peoples. The government soon deported Garvey after convicti]ny

| him of mail fraud. But the massive following his movement achieved tesgti-
fed to the sense of both racial pride and betrayal kindled in black commu-

nities during and after the war.

| Four YEARS AGO, realizing the oppression and the hardships from
.~ which we suffered, we organized ourselves into an organization for
. the purpose of bettering our condition, and founding a government
. of our own. The four years of organization have brought good
results, in that from an obscure, despised race we have grownintoa
. mighty power, a mighty force whose influence is being felt through-
-~ outthelengthand breadih of the world. The Universal Negro Improve-
ment Association existed but in name four years ago, today it 1s
known as the greatest moving force among Negroes. We have accom-
plished this through unity of effort and unity of purpose, itisa fair
demonstration of what we will be able to accomplish in the very near

future, when the millions who are outside the pale of the Universal

Negro Improvement Association will have linked themselves up

with us.
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mling is just the way all peoples who are free haye
whic Yd . the past. If you want liberty you yourselves must strike
Eavelle [f you must be free you must become so through your own
| the blo\;/l-rough your own initiative. Those who have discouraged you
- ffort ¢ are those who have enslaved you for centuries and it is not
hat they will admit that you have a right to strike out at

ur for freedom, liberty and democracy.

| inthep®s
expected t
this late

it falls to OUT Jot to tear off the shack.les that bind Mother Africa.
Can yOU doit? You did it in the Revolutionary War. You did it in the
| (civil War; You did it at the Battl'es of the Marne and Verdun; You did
: itin Mesopotamia. You can do it marching up the battle heights of
Africa. Let the world know that 400,000,000 Negroes are prepared to
die or live as free men. Despise us as much as you care. Ignore us as
much as you care. We are coming 400,000,000 strong. We are com-
ing with our woes behind us, with the memory of suffering behind
1s—woes and suffering of three hundred years—they shall be our
inspiration. My bulwark of strength in the conflict for freedom in
Africa, will be the three hundred years of persecution and hardship
lft behind in this Western Hemisphere. The more I remember the
suffering of my fore-fathers, the more I remember the lynchings and
burnings in the Southern States of America, the more I will fight on
even though the battle seems doubtful. Tell me that I must turn
back, and I laugh you to scorn. Go on! Go on! Climb ye the heights of
liberty and cease not in well doing until you have planted the ban-

nerof the Red, the Black and the Green on the hilltops of Africa.



