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Laughing for a Different Reason

. As we’ve been discussing, humor has a deeper value than pure entertainment. With the
satire essay, you explored how humor is used to criticize and enact change, especially with
regard; to politics; however, that’s not the only function humor has. For this essay, you’ll be
exploring other roles humor can play in our lives and societies and then writing about one of

those roles.
The assignment:
In an academic essay, use research to help you ﬁau and then explain a specific

funcn:on of humor. Use at least 4 credible academic sources in your essay to help you
explain your chosen purpose. Be sure to choose a focus that’s narrow enough to be
successfully explained in 4 full pages. 1

Helpful hints:
o To help you narrow your focus, think about the various areas in our lives that we use

humor—professional, academic, personal, etc. Use your ideas to jumpstart your research.
You might use the articles we’ve read for this unit as inspiration, but be sure that you
don’t simply repeat those articles. Find a different perspective/approach.

While you have to use at least 4 sources, you very well might use more than that.

The following are three academic articles that you might also read to help you choose a
topic. Each is available in full-text through our library’s databases (I used Academic

Search Premier database):

= “Stand-Up Nation: Humor and American Identity” by David Gillota
= “Explorations of the Functions of Humor and Other Types of Fun Among
Families of Children with Disabilities” by Alicja Rieger
= “Gallows Humor in Medicine” by Katie Watson
Guidelines:
o The essay must be at least 4 full pages in length. Note that you may write more than 4

pages, but you must write at least 4 full pages.
o You may include any of the articles read for this unit (Shain and/or Scriortino), but at

MSolymm-‘sthoudthrmghymrwnmnh.
o should follow MLA format, which means typed in 12pt. Times New Roman
17 page margins, and an MLA format header (in order: your first
class, and date on the left-hand side) and running header (last
the right-hand side of each page, including the first).
creative title.
in complete. This means [ expect pre-writing done in class, the
sheet, and the writing reflection in addition to the grade draft.
missing items.
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TRIAC: Paragraph and Paper Organization

TRIAC is a writing pattern you can use at the paragraph level for strong organization and
effective argumentation. The same components in TRIAC paragraphs can give entire papers

stronger organization. TRIAC has five parts:

4¢ Topic Sentence The first sentence introduces the subject of a paragraph, essentially serving as
a miniature thesis statement.

S ' i
Restatement or Restriction The second sentence can restate or restrict what was written in the
first sentence, making the subject more specific.

@ LR
I Hlustration This section of the paragraph consists of the illustrations (evidence, data, facts,

quotes, etc.) that support your topic sentence. This section can contain several sentences.

A Analysis Here, you should explain, interpret, and contextualize the illustrations that have been
made. Never leave illustrations by themselves; they are not effective without the writer analyzing

them.

C Conclusion The final sentence (or two) might review what the paragraph has discussed and/or
reemphasize what the illustration and analysis suggest. This closing section may also evaluate the
connections you’ve made in your paragraph. Keep in mind that you are also setting yourself up to

move smoothly and logically into the next paragraph.

Remember: TRIAC can extend for two or more paragraphs if the analysis part runs long. Also,
the illustration and analysis sections can be repeated several times if the paragraph is quite

complex.
An Example, Sentence by Sentence, of a Paragraph Illustrating
TRIAC:

(Topic Sentence) Although vegetarianism has often been associated
with issues of ethics and animal rights, for many people it is no more
than a means to a healthier lifestyle. (Restatement) A vegetarian diet
can reduce the risk of health problems such as high cholesterol,
arterial clogging, and even cancer. (Illustration) Recent evidence
indicates that people with diets rich in dark green vegetables had a 40%
less chance of developing colon cancer. In addition, cutting out meat

“dramatically reduce saturated fat intake (Stewart and Cranshaw 8).
; university student and seven year vegetarian, says, “I

! potential for cancer because of my genetic history; when

or put him on a strict no-meat diet, I decided it was

gers and pepperoni. (Analysis) Choosing to cut out
can help many people to become more aware of what they
in turn lead to an overall healthier style of cooking
ion, it is not necessary to become a vegetarian in
of the word; for some people, it simply means
intake and increasing the amount of fruits and
in meals. (Conclusion) These adjustments alone can
t completely altering an individual’s eating habits,
‘may prevent a myriad of health problems later in life.

.asu.edulduas/weenter/successessay.html#triac
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Narrowing the tg Working thesis
What kind of hume, Interests You? Whar have yo, foung
Sunny lately> Was there , deeper, Purpose for the use of
“mor in those. oments of humops
Possible specific examples
Does the pjece of humor haye atitle? Whar are the

n1ames of the ‘people or actors involved; When djg it
happen or first appeqrp
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