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2. Infact, the principle of "ownership of one's body and person” has much decper roots in the history
of sadical libertanian and democratic thought in Western Europe. Historian Natalie Zemon Davis
traced this idea to sixteeath-century Geneva, when 2 young Lyonnaise girl, brought before the
Protestant eldess for sheeping with her fiancé before marriage, invoked what may have been a pop-
ular slogan: * Paris est au roi, ¢f mon corps est 4 moi.” (Paris is the king's, and my body is mine). The
radical Levellers in seventeenth-ceatury England developed the aotion of a “property in ane's per-
son,” which they used to defend their members against arbitrary arrest and imprisonment (Petch-
esky 1994). But the principle is not only of European denivation. Gandhi's concept of
Brakmacharya, or “control over the body,” was rooted in Hindu ascetic traditions and the Vedas'
admonition to preserve the body's vital Huids. Like that of nineteenth-century feminists and the
Catholic church, Gandhi's concept was theoretically gender-neutral, requiring both men and
wotmen to engage in sexual restraint except for purposes of procreation (Fischer 1962; O'Flaherty
1980). Islamic law goes further toward a sexually affirmative concept of self-ownership. Quranic
provisions not only entitle women to sexual satisfaction in marriage, as well as condoning abortion
and contraception; they 1lso allow that, upon divorce—which wives as well a3 husbands may initi-
ate—a woman regains her body (Ahmed 1992; Musallam 1983; Ruthven 1984).
In Latin America, a new resalution of the Colombian Ministry of Public Health "arders all health
institutions to ensure women the right to decide on all issues that affect their health, their life, and
their sexuality, and g rights ‘to i ion and orientation to allow the exercise of free,
gratifying, responsible sexuality which cannot be tied 10 maternity™® (quoted in Cook 1993a). In
North Africa, Dr. Hind Khattab's field research among rural Egyptian women has revealed stroag
sentiments of their sexual entitlement to pleasure and gratification from husbands (Khatub 1993
[personal communication]).

4. Feminist theory and practice have witnessed a long history of division over this question. Whether
with regard to protective labor legislation, prostitution, pornography, or providing contraceptive
implants to teenagers or poor women, conflicts between “liberals™ (advocates of “frecdom to
choose™) and “radicals,” (advocates of social protection or legal prohibition) have been bitter and
protracted.

5. Not only clinicians but feminist activists maybe guilty of imposing their own values and failing to
respect diversity. Feminist groups that condemn all reproductive technologies (for examples, tech-
nologies that artificially assist fertility) as instruments of medical control over women against
“nature” ignore the ways that such technalogies may expand the rights of particular women (for

xample, lesbians seeki cy through artificial insemi in vitro fertilizati

6. Itseems crucial to us gnize that religious fund Ji are an the upswing in
all the world's regions and major religi atholicism, Judai nd Hinduism as
well as Islam. Despite vast cultural and theological differences, these fundamentalisms share a view
of women as reproductive vessels that is antipathetic to any notion of women's reproductive rights.

In an atherwise excelleat discussion of the clash between religious and customary law and human
rights, Lynn Freedman and Stephen Isaacs (1993) place undue emphasis on Muslim countries and
Tslamic law.
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TRANSGENDER LIBERATION:

AMOVEMENT WHOSE TIME HAS COME

Leslie Feinberg
(1992)

This pamphlet is an attempt to trace the historic ri
< historic rise of an o i
: ppression that, as yet, h
commonly agreed name. We are talking here about people who defy the "mya:'-r:\!a:i:

boundaries of gender.
Gend:r{sdf-exprruion, notanatomy.
Allourlives we've been taughe th sexand genderare y are “mas.

culine”™ and women are “feminine.” Pink i
; X for girls and blue for boys. It's just o
t
:! v!be;n fold. Butatthe tum ofthecenturyin this country, blu:l’:scanis‘:;cr:;:m‘ﬂll'
uﬂt:-ran pink w-nsa.boy s. Simplistic and rigid gender codes are neither eternal s
They are changing social concepts, e
Nevertheless, there's nothin; i ascull
g wrong with men who are consid. o ine”
W i : " idered “m. ine” and
Pm‘:;; isu;;:ci::::;ﬂ:;!allh u';:o l‘ite range of what is considered “feminine.” The
ple who don't social constrai
gamut of harassment and violence. o e these nareow “ e
This raises the question: Who deci
4 cided what the * &2
- people punished for their self-expression? e
i|=!dl-‘ia.nr people today wquid be surprised to learn that ancient communal societi
muﬂu:]nsgendcrrd people in high esteem, Tt took a bloody cax;:pa.ig by the eme; 'Ir|es
i gf;.uzs ] d::lj:re whft had been considered natural to be its opposite. That e 'S
;. ‘md. on saciety by its ruling elite, endures today. . =
nf[h:;omul} ina society where there are harsh social penalties for not fitting, a large part
pulation can’t or won't change their nature. [t
4 . [tisapparent thar th
?!“FOr women and men to be; everything in nature is coszauum. Sy
‘n'v;nyo(the terms I-l!!d to describe us are words that cut and sear.
e [ first worked in the factories of Buffalo 25 2 teenager, women like me
igh “he-shes” in the plants were most frequently lesbians,
our sexual preference but by the way we expressed our

Th

A n:’earrnd]tr grds used to express the wide range of “gender outlaws™: transves-

rms-:muaid 's, drag quecns and drag kings, cross-dressers, bull-daggers, ston
ndrogynes, diesel dykes or berdache—a European colonialist term. ’
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Wedidn't choose these words. They don't fitall of us. It’s hard to fight an oppression

without 2 name connoting pride, a language that honors us.
In recent years a community has begun to emerge that is sometimes referred to as

the gender or transgend: ity. Within our c ity is a diverse group of peo-
ple who define ourselves in many different ways, Transgendered people are d di
the right to choose our own self-definitions. The language used in this pamphlet may
quickly become outdated as the gender community coalesces and organizes—a won-
derful problem.

We'vechosen words in this pamphlet we hope are understandable to the vast major-
ity of working and oppressed people in this country, s a tool to battle bigotry and bru-
tality. We are trying to find words, however inadequate, that can connect us, that can
capture what is similar about the oppression we endure. We have also given careful
thought to our use of pronouns, striving for both clarity and sensitivity in alanguage that
only allows for two sexes.

Great social movements forge a common language—tools to reach out and win
broader understanding. But we've been largely shut out of the progressive movement.

Itwas gay transvestites who led the 1969 battle at the Stonewall Inn in New York City
that gave birth to the modern lesbian and gay movement.

But just as the lesbian and gay movement had to win over the progressive movement
to the understanding that struggling shoulder to shoulder together would create a more
powerful force for change, the transgendered community is struggling to win the same
understanding from the lesbian and gay movement.

Many people think that all “masculine™ women are lesbians and all “feminine” men
are gay. That is a misunderstanding. Not all lesbians and gay men are “cross”-gendered.
Not all transgendered women and men are lesbian or gay. Transgendered people are
mistakenly viewed as the cusp of the lesbian and gay community. In reality the two huge
communities are like circles that only partially overlap.

While the oppressions within these two powerful communities are not the same, we
face a common enemy. Gender-phobia—like racism, sexism and bigotry against les-
bians and gay men—is meant to keep us divided. Unity can only increase our strength.

Solidarity is built on understanding how and why oppression exists and who profits
from it. It is our view that revolutionary changes in human society can do away with
inequality, bigotry and intolerance.

In the spirit of building that fighting movement, we offer this view of the sweeping
patterns in history, the commonality of women and men who have walked the path of
the berdache, of the transgendered—walked that road whether we were held in high
esteem or reviled.

Look at us. We are battling for survival. Listen. We are struggling to be heard.

Transgender Predates Oppression
Jazz musician Billy Tipton died in 1989 at the age 0f 74. He will be remembered most not

for his music, but for the revelation that Tipton was born a woman. Tipton died of an

untreated bleeding ulcer rather than visit a doctor and risk exposure,

|
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After his death this debate began: Dj
s T : Did Tipton live as : .
asa musi ; ¥ ) man simply in ord,
1€ian in 2 male-dominated industry or because of lesbian o:ﬁmm‘:n:r S

It is true that women's o .
E PPression, especiall SRR
fo!.mdmcu.lamiccunomic Pressures that force y under capitatism, has created pro-

transgendered women to pass.
I *masculine” women are acknowledged ar ajl, jt is impli

[t's “Passing” That’s New

Transgendered women and men ha
vealways been here. T
:;n;:;;lr): productsof oppression, 1y is passing thar's histo:;z;;l:?:ﬁd. Brxl:[ -
2 m Trase ot 410 - n id-
.hel-,g:,,df, Wim‘hr;s :nvx‘n.b.llnm Transgendered People should be able to chsln;“«ﬂs =
e out criticism or threats of violence, But thatis not the case tod Yging
i e rggc:i nfc;err:enland men whose self-expression, 2 judged I:y;{uu
bmwoodmcnhlypes. 3t odds™ with their sex. Some are forced under, d 4 s
€ repression and ostracism they endure. b
: Iod.ay 2l gender education teaches that women are “feminine."
ne;” and an unfordable river Tages between these banks, 'ifh::mx:;t A
reality

range of ways for women and Men to express themselves Bthereis a whole

“Sheisa Man™

.Slrangecuu.nn'y. this,”a white man wrote o
where males assume the dress and perfo
en and mate with their own sex.”

Guia;f‘y Burns, a founder of the m
o istory FI:D]::! documented th,

i':nh- American Native nations,

[m:n:l:sh :!cidencr of transgendered men an
Perhap:slheurc:‘::m:d by the colonialists w

fthe Crm:d nation on this continent in 1850,
rm the duties of females, while women tumn

ud:llm gruu‘p Gay American Indians, wrote that
ese alternative roles for women and men in over
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She married several wives and her bravery as a hunter and warrior was honored

nations.
she took her place among the chiefs,

in songs. When the Crow nation council was held,
ranking third in a band of 160 lodges.

Today transgender is considered “anti-social”
nations transgendered women were given special initiatio
societies.

Among the Cocopa,
hameh, wore their hairand pierced their noses in
fought in battle alongside men.”

Wewha, 2 famous Zuni berdache who was borna man, lived from 1849 to 1896. She
was among the tallest and strongest of all the Zuni. When asked, her people would
explain, “She is a man.” Wewha was sent by the Zuni to Washington, D.C,, for six

months where she met with President Grover Cleveland and other politicians who never
realized she was berdache.

Osh-Tische {Finds Them and Kills Them), 2 Crow berdache or badé who was also
born a man, fought in the Bartle of the Rosebud. When a colonial agent tried to force
Osh-Tische to wear men’s clothing, the other Natve people argued with him that it was
against her nature and theykicked the agentoff their land. They said it was a tragedy, try-

ing to change the nature of the badé.
A Jesuit priest observed in the 16705 of the
Councils, and nothing can be decided without their advice.”
But the missionaries and colonialist military reacted to the Native berdache in this
e with murderous hostility. Many berdache were tortured and burnt to death
es sicced wild dogs on the berdache.

behavior. But amongst the Klamath
o ceremonies by their

Edward Gifford wrote, “female transvestites were called war
the male fashion, martied women and

berdache, “They are summoned to the

hemispher
by their Christian conquerors. Other colonial armi

Why Such Hostility?

Why were the European colonialists so hostile to transgendered
answer can befound back on the European continentin the struggl
the developing classes of haves and have-nots.

Ancient societies on the European conti were 1. Th
facts have been unearthed dating back to 25,000 B.C. that prove these societies wor-
shipped goddesses, not gods. Some of the deities were transgendered, as were many of
their shamans or religious representatives.

We have been taught that the way things are nowis roughly the way they have always
been—the “Fli " school of anthropology. The strong message is: Don't bother
trying to change people. Buta glance at history proves that human society has under-
gone continuous development and change.

Agreat debate has raged for more than 150 yeacs about the role of women in ancient
societies. To hear Jesse Helms and his ilk rant, you'd think that the patriarchal nucleat
family has always existed. That's not true.

Twentieth-century anthropologists recognize
existed all over the world at an early stage in social development.
of gensor clans that bore little resemblance to today’s “family.” ...

women and men? The
s that raged between

ds of arti-

that matrilineal communal societies

Women were the heads 5

?__—,—————-—_‘
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When Bigotry Began

In the fertile river valleys of Eurasia and Northeast Afri
4500 BC to 1200 B.C,, human labor became more
lated as wealth. The old communal
formed.

A wem:qda\u societal change took slace.
dnfumkd wifely monogamy; the pam’a‘:dﬂl
society.

But the respect the ancient com: i

munal
women, and same-sex love, e
changes.

An Egyptian sculpture of a bearded

ca during the period of about
productive and abundance accumu-
systems were gradually and unconsciously trans-

The desire 1o pass on wealth to male heirs
family became the new economic unit of

ed transgendered men and
endured long after these societies underwent dramatic

Queen Hat-shey I

W ‘psut dressed in thy

: gr;sd (1485 B.C.), for example, shows the persistence of popular folkl : st:;b i
earded woman as a sacred symbol of power and wisdom orehoshe

Alink i igi .
i mwm G::kransos:s::‘r: r:ncl religious practice is also found in anci
eroes. The i
dressed as a woman at the Court of L e st

ent myths
! lived and
yeomedes in Scyros before he acquired his martial

assaulton the transgendered population began.
HCh::w:a:ly ptnhxhnin!\ against transgender was codified in the Mosaic Law of th
Pcnmﬂ}‘one'ofthz earliest patriarchal societies: “The woman shall not wear Lh‘:l % hil l:’
untoa man, neither shall a man put b ‘dos
are a'lf_)hom%nadon unto the Lord thy God™ (I;eu:::o::r::;"::)gamm“ T
e oy .. Gy
P[,:T‘:::hu:,gm'f city-states during the cighth to sixth centuries B.C. is another
:me_cn-s, oo grj;I\J;;:lmn ufw:umen. The new patriarchal economic system couldn”
e a ineage. But in many areas transgender, same-sex love and ; :’
s gious practices of transvestism continued to flourish, beca 'ty
reaten the new ruling order. "5- B
The slave- i
i wn:;:‘-::": ‘Ii:vc.lnPCd.:n ideology degrading women in order to Justify over-
B e q ka ity in society. Many of the early Greck myths and the numero,
vty mmmur quh_m!es against Amazon warriors symbolized the overthrow “;
S 0::]: societies and their replacement with patriarchal slave societi '
s B - ike the Greek deity Dionysos arose to overpower the pre-class e:d
; ysos was onc of the G.ruk gods that replaced goddess worship. But Gf!ek
ysf: :rsterrﬁninr or dressed in women's apparel
uals of Dionysos, which endured i
el red even after Chris-
partly accounts for the i ili
St growing hostility of i
e mer::;;qsgcndc{cd men. But another aspect of the campaign ;;};;\s?:f?lm‘g
N er;mm ]mn:jw‘ i pamcu!az. might have been to create a Rambo mzm;ri':;r‘
ppeal to “manhood” of the Nazi war machine or today's Fenugunl

skills. ...
To “justify” .
i ermnty the nel-‘lI n:x:numx: system and break the spirit of people who had lived
ked 0 ling of the status of women and an

nity became a state religion of the
The attitude toward women

chas;
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Llitaristic societies. Untike the war god Ares, Dionysos was

These were “expand or die” m
esert their posts in battle. ...

2“make love, not war” god who encouraged soldiers ta d

The Persistence of Transgender

Although rulingattitudes toward cross-gendered expression were changing and becom-
ing repressive, ancient respect for transgender proved difficult to eradicate and trans-
gendered women and men continued to be presentin all classes of society. ...

The Natural Becomes “Unnatural™
Ancient religion, before the division of society into classes, combined collectively held
beliefs with material observations about nature. Christianity as a mass religion really
began in the cities of the Roman empire among the poor, and incorporated elements of
collectivism and hatred of the rich ruling class. But over several hundred years, Chns-
tianity was tr ed fromar ionary of the urban poor into a pow-
exful state religion that served the wealthy elite.
Transgender in all its forms became a target. In reality it was the rise of private prop-
erty, the male-dominated family and class divisions which led to narrowing what was
considered acceptable self-expression. What had been natural was declared its opposite.
As the Roman slave-based system of production disintegrated it was gradually
replaced by feudalism. Laborers who once worked in chains were now chained to the

land.

Christianity was an u
their new economic system,
The word pagan derives from the Latin pagan
It would soon become a codeword in a violent class war.

Even after the rise of feudalism, remnants of the old pagan religion remained. [t was
joyously prosexual—lesbian, gay, bisexual and straight. Many women were among its

ractiti Many sh And was still a part of
virtually all rural festivals and rituals.

In the medieval Feast of Fools, laymen and
ulty of Theology at the University of Paris reported priests “w
dressed as women,”

But in order for the land-owning Catholic churchto rule,
beliefs that persisted from pre-class communal societies, becal

vate ownership of the land.

Ancient respect for transgendered people still had roots in the peasantry. Trans
vestism played animportantrole in rural culturallife. Many pagan religious leaders wer
transgendered. So it was not surprising that the Catholic church hunted down male and
female transvestites, labeling them as heretics, and tried to ban and suppress trans-
vestism from all peasant rituals and celebeations.

By the eleventh century, the Catholic church—by
pe—gained the organizational and military strength to wage war aga

rban religion. But the ruling classes were not yet able to foist
or the religion that sought to defend it, on the peasantry.
us, which meant rural dweller or peasant.

were still

lergy alike dressed as women. The Fac-
ho danced in the choir

ithad to stamp out theold
use they challenged pri-

then the largest landlord in West-

e Eurg

inst the
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followers of the old beliefs. The i
f i campaign was carri igi
itwas a class war against the vestiges nfﬁ:e nldﬂﬁﬁtﬁiﬂom b=

Transgender Endures

ﬁnuedr:):ﬁin::;tl:;_‘::::nlclAﬁcslmd into early industrial capitalism, transvestism con
role ili .
L et Am many militant struggles as a form of social and polit-
As the ol - p
5 foihax;nli}lr:.:ed feud.a: order was replaced by capitalism, the very existence of
tr d !
2 women and men had been | i
ound. M; . gl ransves! :
femm pa::;\::r;:uz:uddto pass as the.upposit: sex in order to :l?r:-it'c. T\mn und;::
i e 8 cma:gebeammmu:usols‘:m. pirates and highway robbers. Yet trans
0 ly throughout E i i i it
unla:l::h.lmwzi days, masquerade parties, :hnlesrhml:i!o::ipe ol selcomions i
» Hissmmn g};n:l:r traditions }_)ersi.st today in the Mummer's Festival, Mardi G
s dmdmx.‘mhﬂdmempomry smpe-rhlhl Japan cross-gendered roles .;.n- still at :h“
} rama and Kabuki theater, But these are not merely vestiges of l:rac

dition. Transgendered women
and ill exi i
3 bl ey men still exist, no matter how difficult their struggle

Transgender Around the World

Our focus has bees i
B e Ir:;{:jumpan histary, and consciously so. The blame for anti-trans-
. g e rests squarely on the shoulders of the ruling classes on th
Inquh“iu.n hdps:;z:;m of lands and assets of the “accused” during the witch trials )
. . 3
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i essed peopl |.ei [t is clear that they held respected public roles i el
?ewclm:s in cultures continents apart e
ince the sixteenth century, ife
¢ Ty, “transvestite sh
P ! century, amans have ... been
G md;an:ns, alarge tribe living in southern Chile and parts of Ar, c::ip“md\rifmang -
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‘enezuela and i ;i ;
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“Transvesti i
i lndlm:l:«;u:l:i:;eﬂpr::umi by shamans in the Vietnamese countryside
L2 i i :
;x ik (_‘gmm.m:nh"s people,and in the southeast, by the Lhoo-
. Imansgender in religious cerem, is st
e ony is still reported in areas of West Africa. “
: .:,:1 t::::af:‘;le Abomey pantheon s Lisa-Maron, a figure which l_:;ﬂ-rpu?;:;ﬂ;::
o
mnumpﬂnryshama?:;ﬁ Shm@ <an be represented as either male or female; and
worship Yansan, who is the ‘man-woman™ CDrun'ng‘Up)

herding people of
hunter-gatherers of
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“The mugawe, a powerful religious leader of the Kenyan Meru, is considered a com-
plement to the male political leaders and ¢ quently must exemplify feminine quali-
ties: he wears women's clothing and adopts women’s hairstyles; he is often homosexual,
and sometimes marries a man. Among the Kwayama, a tribe of Angolan Bantu cultiva-
tors and herders, many diviners, augerers, and diagnosers of illness wear women's cloth-
ing, do women's work, and become secondary spouses of men whose other wives are
female. South African Zulu diviners are usually women, but roughly 10 percent are male
transvestites” ( Construction).

Male-to-female transgender that doesn't appear to have a special religious signifi-
cance has been reported in the pastoral Nandi of Kenya, the Dinka and Nuer of the
Sudan, the agricultural Konso and Amhara of Ethiopia, the Ottoro of Nubia, the Fantiof
Ghana, the Ovimbundu of Angola, the Thonga farmers of Zimbabwe, the Tanala and
Bara of Madagascar, the Wolof of Senegal, and the Lango, [teso, Gisu, and Sebei of
Uganda (Construction).

Cross-dressing is still a feature in Brazilian and Haitian ceremonies derived from
‘West African religions ( Construction).

The Chukchee, Kamchadal, Koryak, and Inuits—all Native peoples of the Arctic
Basin—had male shamans who dressed as women.

“In India, the Vallabha sect, devotees of Krishna, dressed as wome: Reports, of
the 1870s and 1930s, describe the priests (bissu) of the Celebes who live and dress as

women” ( Dressing Up). ...

Passing for Survival
By the time the Industrial Revolution in Europe had forged plowshares into weapons
and machinery, prejudice against transgendered women and men was woven deep into

the tapestry of exploitation.
But mercantile trade and carly industrial capitalism created opp ities for
anonymity that seldom existed under feudalism, where the large serf families and their

neighbors lived and worked on the land.

Capitalism unchained the peasants from the land—but chained them to machinery 3
as wage slaves, or sent them off in armies and armadas to conquer new land, labor and =

resources,

Not only transgendered women but men now had the opportunity to pass. The {

oppression of women under capitalism forced many thousands of women who weren”
transgendered to pass as men in order to escape the economic and social inequities

their oppression.
The consequences for passing were harsh, At the close of the seventeenth century t

penalty in England was to be placed in the stocks and dragged through the streets in 388

open cart. [n France as late as 1760 transvestites were burned to death.

Despite the criminal penalties, women passed as men throughout Europ
notably in the Netherlands, England and Germany. Passing was so widespread dul i
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries that it was the theme of novels, fictional
biographies and memoirs, art, plays, operas and populac songs. ... 4
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e fD]ﬁplteIongbeinglmned “illegal™
i Dle egal” and “unnatural® and st ing with i
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Christine Jorgensen Battled Bigotry
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When the news about Christine Jorgensen hit, all hell broke loose. From appalled
fews commentators to cruel talk show hosts, she was attacked so viciously it scemed she
was exiled from the human race.
What had been an important private decision was seized on by a hostile media and
vulgarized. Her personal life was no longer her own. She was relentlessly hounded. Jor-
gensen told the media a year before her death: “I'm not that recognizable anymore. [can
actually go into a supermarket and people don’t know who [ am, which is just wonder-
ful and suits me just fine.
“Things don’t hurt the way they did then,” she added.
Somehow she paid this punishing emotional priceand survived with grace and dig-
nity. [t took great courage.
The attacks on Jorgensen were part of a ampaign meant to enforce conformity,
it was too late in history for this to succeed.

Jorgensen told the press in 1986: 1 could never understand why [ was receiving so
much artention. Now, looking back, | realize it was the beginning of the sexual revolu-
tion, and | just happened to be one of the trigger mechanisms.”

but

From Joan of Arc to Stonewall

[ the last decades, the development of technology rendered many of the occupational
divisions between men and women obsolete. Women were joining the workforce in
larger numbers, becoming a part of the working class in the most active and immediate
sense. This shaped a whole new consciousness.

The contraceptive pill, first produced in 1952 [sic, correct date is 1959], virtually
revolutionized social relations for many women, and allowed women to participateinall
phases of life with the same freedom from unwanted pregnancies as men.

Rigidly enforced gender boundaries should also have been scrapped. But the motor
force of capitalism still drives prejudice and inequity as a vehicle for division. It took
monumental struggles—and still greater ones remain on the ‘horizon—to right these
wrongs.

The civil rights and national liberation movements of the 1950s and 1960s, and the
massive resistance to the Vietnam war, rocked the world and helped give rise to the
women's liberation struggle as well.

In 1969, militant young gay transvestites in New York City's Greenwich Village led
afight against cops who tried to raid the Stonewall Inn. The bartles lasted for four nights
running. The Stonewall Rebellion gave birth to a modern lesbian and gay rights move-
ment that will never again be silenced behind closet doors.

From peasant uprisings against feudalism in the Middle Ages to the Stonewall
Rebellion in the twentieth century, transvestites and other transgendered people have
figured in many militant struggles, both in defense of the right of personal expression
and as a form of political rebellion.

But from the violence on the strects to the brutality of the palice, from job discrimi-
nation to denial of health care and housing—survival is still a battle for the transgen-
dered population.

Transgender Liberation
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Fighting for a Better World
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