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Racial and Ethnic Representation in American Politicy — You are Mk::lj a lot of
Claurms withoued yebieaence

any
I. Introduction You have ts backup your aggurs

oo

The election/f Barrack Obama to the helm of the most powerful seat in all of the

Americas is without a doubt an event that is not only significant to the American people, but also P
— #’ L}

changes how the world views the ﬁgi;d&tes of America, simply due to the traditional position
No n

race and ethnicity continue to occupy in both American’s political and social systems. Therefore,

It is, therefore, evident that the role of race and ethnicity in shaping American politics

cannot be ignored. Race and ethnicity have been the basis upon which a number of social
prohleme ara anchored, This. means race and ethnicity form the key structures not only to the
political system but also to how America views cultures, social systems, and economic activities.
The purpose of this paper is thus to investigate the specific representation of race and ethnicity,

and the role played shaping and developing American politicl — Geod-

II. Description of the specific problem and how it relates to race, class, gender and/or

sexuality

In order to fully understand the representation of race and ethnicity in American politics, Con Hou

we have to first and foremost look at where we are coming from. In the year 2008, America was HKos 4,2

united and there was no discrimination based on race or ethnicit! Voting was done rationally as # "”5 .
M'M a

the traditional way of doing things was done away with and people were focused on building and "";: “(“;'.;

'ﬁ.drt.,jurf'mi
blateert.
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restoring the great American heritage. Policies and development agendas dominated politics and

s
there were a positive vibe and a general feeling of hop! Things have however changed; aézﬁﬂ-ﬁ"” right?
consequently, we have to understand why American politics moved away or was transformed :’3'3 M

from politics of class®o what we are witnessing at the moment which is the politics of race and A : s
Lﬁn_youmabmf"lhb‘?ﬂmw 1o whor ? . il
il Q . IS #j . ’M #‘ MMJ#
ethnicity. Clasrism s SHH very mueh per~ Aneriean polifies | git) him &
in m? aspects. ‘

The future representation of race and ethnicity in American politics will depend not just
on the changes taking place within the African-American community, but also on the general

relations between the African-Americans and other races and ethnic groups. There is a need to

2 Yot aced_to

change the perception that material success is directly related to politic‘. Political behavior is €xp/ain A
point fowtha

difficult to predict, the choices made by regarding their political orientation will be a key element

in determining how race and ethnicity are manifested in American politics.

Women are underrepresented in American politics compared to men, but this is gradually
changing as people begin to accommodate the female gender and what they have to offer. In
terms of gender representation as it related to racial and ethnic characteristics, black women have
a long way to go in order to close the gap as compared to the position the white women have ﬂumaq- fo u

e _""F-.'Ycu e’ 1o

been able to occup’. There is a need to have policies and guidelines in place that will encourage F"’V‘i’;‘%
Seure

. . " . . . pou argue
more women to venture into American politics regardless of their racial or ethnic appearanc
This 15 hapoening . You Shaul
A iSeuUss k.. . grovps A‘L_Enu e art
d;:;’ <xactl +. Butl weomren snly maeke.
up DIV o \gln-a Vess ewen albier alf worn mb-llf.
There is no widely discussed topic in American politics than racial and ethnic Yeet

1. Cause of the Problem

representation. As indicated earlier, the recent history on race and ethnicity is highlighted by the

election of President Barrack Obama into office, while the heartbreaking low points are
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represented by incidences such as the shooting done by white supremacists targeting people of

different races and ethnicities aiming to start race wars.

With that said, it is evident that there are big problems relating to race and ethnicity Thes shoutdl n

. rand hke a-
within the American political arena. The causes of these problems include (Van Djik, 2015); ¢, d:{ st

fut ia Jmf/a
a. The fact that compared to 20 years ago, more Americans are seeing race and ethnicity as
Wy but- hew does — —
A spilt owte a big problem.'Approximately 6§% of all blacks, 64% of Hispanics and 43% of white
~f> ,'ol:f":“‘é'
tfrﬂM"‘)

people believe race and ethnicity is a big problem.
b. Racial and ethnic problems are also due to the fact that white America enjoys a largely
segregated life. It does not matter where they are, but either at home, socializing or even
at work, white Americans have confirmed that they spend most of their time around
Sein Awdm ‘/“4‘5‘ CJMM 15 Gour
people of the same race and ethnicit'y. fb .;,;,,-d_ ? J
c. Unfair treatment of Black and Hispanic Americans. Discrimination at work, in healthcare
P f;nndé.f.?“iﬂ 7o ?‘?‘4‘-
and in dealing with police continues to negatively affect race and ethnicity.

d. The fact that the majority number of people incarcerated in America is made up of

African-Americans has further fueled racial and ethnic conflicts in American politic® ;c’f"‘;"j"’:"
bl

IV. Consequences of the Problem Lodks 2l dn:’a

The impact of racial and ethnic conflict in American politics does not stop at the

: ".‘I‘"‘J'?ﬁ*‘.".":'.‘r&’.‘?' sonthict l
1

FBERHEEBIE . On the person, this kind of discrimination leads to both poor physical and cla,f.f‘?-
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mental well-being, affect their productivity negatively and also reduce their life expectancy

igni Ts this paper alout the Com treces of the lack of
significantly (Shwartz, 2017). =2, " Ly Totnnic. npresentntion m +he. gorti -

[—r on raarnts diserirnnation? Yo MJ{»«W
Ricial diserimination has meant people have been sidelined from participating in

cconomic and social development proceedings. This has led to social exclusion and other
disadvantages for the people over generations. It is also important to note that racial and ethnic
has played a big role in harboring mistrust between people, inciting hatred and it basically stops
community development in its tracks (Shwartz, 2017). It is therefore evident that this conflict has
extremely negative impacts on the physiological and psychological welfare of a person and the

community in which they dwell.

V. A review of policies/interventions that have been attempted or proposed to solve the

problem.

Ower time, there have been a number of policies and interventions put in place to try and

solve the problem of race and ethnicity in American politics. Some of the strategies include

» » e e politres ?
(uth o (Selden, 2015); But does Hhis reafly apply represensdafion i po
:'},L" e Ne, 1t 15 not been appled .

ot ﬁ?ﬁ&m a. Affirmative actio® This is a strategy aimed at addressing problems concerning racial and

o ' b

p MM ethnic representation in American politics by giving special consideration to the
minorities and women, especially in employment and education, in order to compensate
for both lacks of opportunity and discrimination to the larger communities they

represent.

Other important programsgand policies include the political class adopting national

policies which involve federal job training for the minority, increasing the aid received

@wﬂ Yo are. ofR Topic here You need fo be- Foaused on
polfu—c.s or aefions Tt Aave. been T2fen fo tmpfoub Theo
diverdty of political. represett-ation,
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by the working but poor, having in place well-funded early child programs to take care
of the children born in such minority communities, building better schools and health
services for the minority.

c¢. Additional policies and programs range from efforts that reduce residential segregation
in America to laws that forbid any type of racial and ethnic discrimination and efforts to
address the problem of teenage pregnancy among the minority racial and ethnic groups

in America.

VI. An evaluation of how well the policies/interventions have addressed the problem.

Tt is important to recognize the fact that the political class also recognized the need for
change in terms of racial and ethnic representation hence the continuous policies and programs.
The main objective is to achieve social justice and create a community where every member has
&;‘f"ﬂpu, Qe Qaurcd_ on ,mlf?l'caL

equal rights to all the available resources. m’(m@% | Howo hpare. hest

So far, the policies continue to affect the problem positively'. Although there have been
incidences indicating otherwise, America is more united and everybody seems to be fully

r
focused on achieving equality (Goldberg, 2016). Voting is no longer based f'Color but on the

OK, but whet abou
policies, the candidates have to offe? In terms of dducation, health, and even'general /owws 29 aint Fole
D’Pp oz plopl &
[ * [Spiesentanon] America is moving forward. The freedom of speech, association, to own property Z:j_’ h"
. . o p P
and associate is equal to all. The justice system is organized in such a way that offenders are S ; 1’: au‘
. . . . lotitions .
treated the same way despite their racial or ethnic representation. Generally, the role played by  g/0k5 ane
Chocke ot A

the programs and policies has been helpful in uniting the people. They have put their traditional f/het 2é

differences aside and opted to work together as brothers and sisters in creating a society that will

be friendlier to the future generations compared to the past.
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VII. Conclusion

It can be summed up that, racial and ethnic conflict poisons the atmosphere that is
necessary for the smooth running of society (Goldberg, 2016). The effects of the racial and
ethnic conflict go beyond the political fields venturing into other relevant facets of society. It is,
therefore, very important that we create awareness and make rules and regulations that will
encourage people to get along easily and look beyond the obvious differences that exist between
them. Efforts must be continuously made to ensure the fundamental values that are crucial for
society to operate are adhered to by advocating for equity. The judicial services worldwide have

to work together as they represent the authority and order which provide the legal safeguards that

will prevent conflict of any nature.
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