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Death penalty: The Dilemma bf Capital Punishment in the United States

Statement ollthe Problem

ﬁhc United States is onc of the 56 countries that still practice the death pcnaltyl For
instance, in 2018, 25 people were executed across theand the District of Columbial
where the practice remains relevant (Engle, 2020). Although there have been significant changes
under which the death penalty may be imposed across the US over the years, a 1976 Supreme
Court decision in Gregg v. Georgia deemed the practice constitutional. Some of the notable
changes regarding capital punishment include the prohibition of its application on mentally
disabled persons following the 2002 Supreme Court decision in Atkins vl Simmons. Besides,
following a EOOS Supreme Court decision in Roper v. Simmons, capital punishment is no longer

imposed onlminors (Sethuraju, Sole & Oliver, 2016). Despite these changes that have occurred
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over time regarding this law, the issue has triggered continuously heated, and passionate debates
across the country with the proponents of the law and abolitionists taking firm stands in support
of their claims. The debate on whether to legalize or repeal the death penalty has therefore
triggered a dilemma with both strong and weak disparities on the implication of justice, conflict
remaining on whether to repeal or legalize the penalty countrywide (Gupta & Krishna, 2018).
‘While the proponents argue that heinous acts, including murder, should be punishable by death,
the abolitionists oppose the law arguing that there is no justice in punishing a crime by death.
The stalemate debate between proponents and abolitionists of the death penalty shows
that there is a gap that has inhibited the US criminal justice system and policymakers from taking
a unanimous stand in solving the issue (Urbina & Byxbe, 2012). Besides, the lack of satisfactory

evidence in research has created a sienificant disparitv amone Americans who subport
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legalization and those against the policy (Sethuraju, Sole & Oliver, 2016). Sethuraju, Sole, and
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Oliver (2016) argue that for the past 40 jyears, the lowest support for the death penallylwas
recorded in 2013, according to the Gallop poll. According to research, the United Organizations'
framework has not been useful in the US since it failed to account for women and juveniles.

Besides, constant biases in the manner in which capital punishment is imposed have been
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reported members of the Supreme Court, lawyers, and abolitionists (Tilley, 2014). Tilley (2014)

argues that a lack of trust in the law by members of the judicial system shows that the law should

be abolished. Besides, th

iterature has not considered criminals’ dehumanizing

Article Error
cexperience under death row, thus creating a gap for further studics. Therefore, in this rescarch,
the author will look into this unending dilemma aiming to provide a solution to the existing
stalemate in criminal justice (Shona, 2018). The paper will consider various themes, including
crime géiﬁrrﬁncc, human rights perspective, social class perspective, and cost-cffectiveness. The
primary argument presented in the paper involves answering the question: is the death penalty

justifiable? Since capital punishment falls under contemporary issues, answering this question

would provide a basis to end the dilemma surrounding capital punishment in the US.
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